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а At 35, princess Pinoy hurt in US 
decides to wed consulate bombii 
that killed 7 


Cash-strapped Pagasa 
craves ‘pork’ chops 
By Norman Bordadara 
1S THERE hope for Pa- 
gasa's modernization pro- 
ram? 
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Palawan: No logging, 
mining or factories 


PUERTO PRINCESA CITY—Palawan prides it- 
self on being the country's last natural frontier, 
with low levels of pollution, beautiful seas and 
beaches, and untouched wildlife reserves. 

But to support such an idyllic lifestyle, the 
province composed of the main island of 
Palawan and some 1,780 smaller islets is 
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Defensor rejects calls 
to cancel forest permits 


By Volt Contreras and Cynthia D, Balana 


ENVIRONMENT Secretary Michael Defensor brushed aside 
calls from militant and nongovernment organizations for 
the cancellation of government permits issued to logging 
companies operating in the typhoon-ravaged provinces of 
Quezon and Aurora. 

“It's more the exception rather those who would violate Presi- 
than the rule” if some logging dent Macapagal-Arroyo’s order 
companies have been violating on Saturday suspending all log- 
their “contracts” with the govern- ging in the country. 
ment, which basically require — "The President's order is firm 
them to replant trees in their ar- and we are expecting strict com- 
eas and limit the volume of tim- pliance, especially among the 
ber they can harvest, Defensor logging companies in areas 
said yesterday at a press confer- where there has been an obvi- 
ence. ous aggravation of public safety, 

Defensor made the announce- and where lives and property 
ment as Malacafiang warned log- continue то be under severe 
ging companies that the govern- threat," Press Secretary Ignacio 
ment would be “unforgiving” of 'DENR/AIS 
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r ehab work BRAVING bad weather, they rode 


on an outrigger boat on a mercy 
By Christine O. Avendaño mission to bring relief goods to 
and Michael Lim Ubac thousands of typhoon victims in 
northern Quezon. 
THE GOVERNMENT would need 
more than P350 million—is cur- 
rent allocation for the rehabilita- 
tion of disaster areas—to rebuild 
cities, towns and villages devas 
tated by the recent wave of cy- 
clones. 
Emerging from a Senate f- 
nance committee hearing on the 
budget proposal for her depart- 
ment for 2005, Social Welfare 
Secretary Corazon Soliman said 
rehabilitation efforts would not 
only be concentrated in Quezon 
and Aurora—the provinces hard- 
est hit by the last two ty- 
phoons—but also in Oriental 
Mindoro, Camarines Sur and Ca- 
marines Norte. 
“I think we will need more 
than that for the rehabilitation of 
[those areas]," she told reporters. 
The rehabilitation efforts 
would focus on infrastructure 
and houses damaged by floods 
and landslides, she said. 
Soliman said resettlement was 
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NATURE'S REVENGE. Narra logs (top photo) litter the shoreline of Dingalan, Aurora, after tumbling down 
the mountains and destroying lives and houses in their path. An island oflogs floats in the open sea (above). 


Gov't needs ‘Mercy ship’ conks out in high seas off Quezon 


Little did they know that they 
would come perilously close to 
being swallowed by the sea. 

Some were in near tears, 
frightened out of their wits. Des- 
perate for help, other kept on di- 
aling numbers on their mobile 
phones—but there was no signal. 

The group, comprising 40 vol- 
unteers from various organiza- 


tions, recounted to the INQUIRER 
yesterday their brush with death 
‘when they boarded the “mercy 
ship" Grandstar 2 on Saturday to 
ferry relief goods to victims of 
successive typhoons which bat- 
tered Quezon. 

They were en route to 
Mauban port when the engine of 
their boat conked out, causing 


a “clear option” for residents in RELIEF WORK. Navy reservist volunteers segregate and repack donations for typhoon victims at Camp 
GOVTT/AIT Aguinaldo's Logistics Command headquarters. 
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the vessel to drift. 

For 40 minutes, strong winds 
and huge waves pounded the 
boat, soaking the shivering vol- 
unteers. 

‘The crew tried in vain to fix the 
engine. 

The volunteers, led by lawyer 
Asis Perez, director of Tanggol Ка- 
likasan-Southern Tagalog, tried to 
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Ex-illegal 
logger feels 
no remorse 


By Delfin T. Mallari Jr. 
PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 


LOS BANOS, Laguna—A con- 
fessed illegal logger feels no re- 
morse despite the high death toll. 
from the massive flooding and 
landslides blamed on the таль 
pant cutting of trees in the forests 
of Infanta and Quezon. 

“That was part of life, But 1 just 
want to make clear that it is the 
government that allows massive 
tree cutting by the countrys big- 
time logging concessionaires,” said 
Mang Berto (not his real name), 
who used to operate from Di- 
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put up brave faces. Lower House 
staff member Archie Malabanan 
occasionally cracked jokes, hoping 
to lift che spirits of the frightened 
women, f 
Protestant Pastor Noel Sumin- 
istrado prayed for help from the. 
heavens, 
Finally, alerted by the flashing 
MERCYIALB 
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Painful lessons on how 
Filipinos value forests 


By Sylvia L. Mayuga 
Contributor 


(First oftwo parts) 


TYPHOONS “Violeta,” “Unding” 
and "Yoyong" and Tropical De- 
pression "Winnie" were well on 
their way when a conference with 
scientists, experts, environment 
and local government officials 
was convened by Haribon, 
Birdlife International and the Eu- 
ropean Community on Nov. 9-12. 

At the eleventh hour, they 
would peer into the Philippine 
ecosystem. 

There could be no better place 
for it than the Subic Bay Forest 


Reserve. Encircled by widespread 
ecological mayhem, the nearly 
50,000-hectare Subic and Bataan 
National Parks are a priority can- 
didate for the National Integrated. 
Protected Area System (М 
pas)—representative Philippine 
bioregions to be preserved at all 
costs if posterity is ever to 
glimpse its fast vanishing legacy 
on these islands. 
1n Subic and Bataan are some 
of the few undisturbed forests of 
Luzon, its last patches of wild па 
ture facing the South China Sea. 
Declared an “Important Bird 
Area" by Haribon and Birdlife in 
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upreme Court upholds 
uling on Tan tax cases 


Philip C. Tubeza. 


Е SUPREME Court has af- 
тей its original ruling denying 
з government petition to trans- 
the P25-billion tax evasion 
тез against taipan Lucio Tan to 
» Court of Tax Appeals (СТА). 
п а seven-page resolution dated 
5.1, the high court reiterated its 
$ 17 decision that the Marikina 
tropolitan Trial Court (MeTC)—and 
the CTA— should пу the cases. 
‘It is the MeTC, and not the CTA, 
t has jurisdiction in the first in- 
nce over these cases, including the 
aignment thereon and the trial on 
merits, the court said. 
‘Wherefore, appellee's motion for 
ve to file (a second) motion for re- 
sideration is denied. Let judgment 
entered in due course,” it added. 
Solicitor General Alfredo Benipayo 
1asked the tribunal to modify its 
y 13 ruling that revived the cases 
Jorder their transfer to the CTA. 
Зепірауо said the cases should be 
чепей since the CTA, under Republic 
9282, had been vested with "exclu- 
+ original jurisdiction” over violations 


ognized the 


ofthe National intemal Revenue Code. 

However, the high court noted that 
the cases were filed before RA 9282 
was enacted into law. At that time, tri- 
al courts had otiginal and exclusive 
Jurisdiction over tax evasion cases. 

“The court also said that RA 9282 rec- 
regular courts had origi- 
nal jurisdiction over tax cases where 
“there is no specified amount claimed." 

‘The tribunal noted that the cases 
against Tan hed "no specified amount 
claimed,” adding criminal complaints 
for tax evasion are instituted "not to de- 
mand payment, but to penalize the ax- 
payer for violation of the Tex Code." 

In its unanimous decision on July 13, 
the tribunal reversed the rulings of the 
Court of Appeals and the Marikina Re- 
gional Trial Court which both affirmed the. 
March 1999 decision of the MeTC to dis- 
miss the tax evasion cases against Tan and 
several officers of Fortune Tobacco Corp. 

The high court also nullified the 
decision of Marikina MeTC Branch 75 
to junk the nine counts of tax evasion 
against the accused and ordered it to 
continue hearing the criminal cases. 

“After a thorough review of the or- 
ders of the MeTC dismissing the crim- 
inal cases, this court finds that said 


orders were null and void and were a 
result of a gravely injudicious exer- 
cise of judicial authority” said the 34- 
page ruling penned by Associate Jus- 
tice Adolfo Атсипа. 

Besides Tan and Fortune Tobacco of- 
ficers, the others accused in the cases 
were officials of nine dummy firms Tan. 
allegedly used to avoid paying taxes. 

Former BIR Commissioner Liway- 
way Vinzons-Chato initiated the case 
in September 1993 before the Depart- 
ment of Justice when Fortune Tobac- 
co allegedly failed to pay its ad val- 
orem, income and value-added taxes. 
for 1990, 1991, and 1992. 

After fve years of legal maneuvering 
by Tan's lawyers, the DOJ decided that 
there was probable cause against the 
respondents and filed the case before 
the Marikina MeTC on Dec. 1, 1998. 

But MeTC Judge Alex Ruiz dismissed 
the cases on March 22, 1999 after BIR. 
Legal and Prosecution Division chief 
Osias Baldovino and Assistant Chief for 
Prosecution Romeo Р Buan told the 
court that the BIR reviewed Fortune To- 
ассо? records and found that it had 
nor committed any tax fraud. 

Those findings were approved by then 
BIR Commissioner Beethoven Rualo. 


tll be Christmas in Hong Kong for Erap 


Armand М. Nocum the court in a Dec.1 resolution. 


In his motion, Estrada asked that 
he be allowed to visit his ailing moth- 
er in Greenhills, San Juan, starting 
Dec. 13 until he leaves for Hong Kong 
for his knee replacement operation. 
Also in the motion, Saguisag as- 
sured that Estrada—who is charged 
with plunder and perjury before the 
Sandiganbayan—would not travel to 
China which has no extradition treaty 


3GOING to be a Hong Kong Christ- 
sand New Year for ousted President 
eph Estrada who is scheduled for 
se surgery between Dec. 25 and 26. 

strada is scheduled to be in Hong 
ng from Dec. 19, 2004, to Jan. 17, 
35. The new dates were set by his 
vyer Rene Saguisog, who filed be- 
e the Sandiganbayan a four-page 
ent omnibus motion to modify 
vel dates," seeking to change the 
м. 22 to Dec. 12 schedule given by 


with the Philippines. 


“A prominent 67-year-old patient, 
newly operated on, guarded by PNP 


personnel, who has a very sick almost 
100-year-old mother who is lwaysask- 
ing for him, cannot and will nor vault 
the Great Wall of China," Saguisag said. 

Estrada also asked that he be al- 
Jowed to attend the ongoing hearing at 
the Sandiganbayan on Dec. 13 to per- 
sonally sce “Senator Alfredo Lim tesi- 
fy" and “to personally thank" the court 
-for allowing him to go to Hong Kong. 

Saguisag said Estrada would be re- 
turned to his vacation estate in Tanay, 
Rizal, following his rerum "on or 
about Jan. 18, 2005." 
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HERE COMES THE SUN 


and Spanish Ambassador Ignacio Sagaz. 


President Macapagal-Arroyo switches on the Department of Agrarian Reform solar 
power technology support project during the turnover ceremony yesterday in the village 
of the Subanon tribe in Barangay Patagan, Manukan, Zamboanga del Norte. Looking on, 
from left, are Zamboanga del Norte Gov. Rolando Yebes, Energy Secretary Vince Perez 
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Telco execs prevail 
in franchise tax issue 


By Carlito Pablo 


THE SO-CALLED “lords of the cell phone 
ring” have prevailed over the government on 
the issue of instituting a franchise tax on 
telecommunications companies. 

‘The executive and legislative branches are 
relegating to the back burner the proposed 
revenue measure following a meeting on Sat- 
urday between President Macapagal-Arroyo 
and the heads of the country’s telecom giants. 

‘The meeting was held at the Forbes Park, 
Makati, residence of the President, according 
toa source privy to recent developments. 

In attendance for the telecom firms were 
Manuel Pangilinan of Philippine Long Distance 
‘Telephone Smart Communications, Jaime Zo- 
bel de Ayala for Globe Telecom and Lance 
Gokongwei for Digital Communications, along 
with their respective corporate executives. 

The source said that aside from President 
Arroyo, Trade Secretary Cesar Purisima, Fi 
nance Secretary Juanita Amatong and Fi 
nance Undersecretary Grace Tan Pulido rep- 
resented the executive branch. 

The legislative side was represented by 
Senate President Franklin Drilon, Senators 
Ralph Recto and Manuel Roxas IIl, and Repre. 
sentatives Jesli Lapus (NPC, Tarlac) and Exe- 
quiel Javier (Lakas, Antique). 

It will be recalled that the representatives of 
the tobacco and liquor manufacturers were al- 


so called toa meeting with top government of- 
ficials when the bill on the excise tax for "sin 
products" was being deliberated in the House. 

That meeting was followed by the quick 
passage of the sin tax bill before the House al- 
though critics said that what was passed was 
a watered-down version. 

Lapus, chair of the House ways and means 
committee, confirmed that the high-powered 
parley with the telecom representatives took. 
place, describing itas a "consultation meeting.” 

"The meeting last week was an eye open- 
er,” Lapus said. 

For one thing, he said, the government 
learned from the telecom executives that to ap- 
ply a franchise tax on their businesses would 
“jeopardize the viability of some 80 or so play- 
ers who are not even in the cellular (phone) 
business but were already in the red." 

Secondly, "theres [no] entity (that could] 
absorb both a franchise (tax) and a VAT (value- 
added) tax." Lapus said without elaborating. 

Obviously referring to Smart and Globe, 
Lapus added: "To target the two profitable 
ones would be opening up violations of uni- 
formity of taxation." 

Lapus said that in lieu of the franchise tax 
оп telecom companies, the government 
would instead increase rhe VAT rate from the. 
current 10 percent to 12 percent. 

"The VAT covers the whole range of commercial. 
transactions across all sectors of the economy. 


Why me, says Abadia 
on hidden wealth raps 


By Carlito Pablo 


RETIRED Gen. Lisandro Abadia says he felt 
betrayed by the complaint brought against 
him alleging he had stashed away unex- 
plained wealth estimated by the Ombudsman 
at P11.2 million. 

The case, he said, was a revival of an 11- 
year-old complaint. 

"Why me?" the former Armed Forces ofthe. 
Philippines chief of staff kept asking in an in- 
terview. “I gave the best years of my life for 
this nation, fighting Muslim and communist 
rebels and rightist coup plotters.” 

‘Abadia said the Ombudsman would not have 
соте out with a resolution filing an unexplained 
wealth case against him before the Sandigan- 
bayan had he been accorded due process. 

“You see, Ihave to look for records from my 
old files because this case was filed way back 
in 1993," Abadia said. He brought along the 
files which he said clarified matters. 

"The documents included a deed of sale cover- 
ing a ргорепу in Talisay, Cebu, which was 
bought for P2.5 million. He made an initial down 
payment on the property in 1992, he said. 

‘The other documents were: 

© Vouchers and checks showing proceeds 


of P2.9 million and P2.6 million from the sale 
in 1994 of Abadia's Palawan Oll shares in the 
stock marker. 

а Papers showing proceeds of P565,000 in 
1991, and P3.2 million in 1993 from the sale 
of shares in Antipolo Properties Inc. 

е А loan document of РЗ million from 
Metrobank transacted in November 1993. 

‘Abadia said that all the transactions were un- 
dertaken before his retirement on April 12, 1994, 

He said that since he was retiring on the date, 
he chose not to file his statement of assets, lia- 
bilities and net worth in 1993. That was why he 
said his April 12, 1994, SALN covered the year 
1993 and the frst four months of 1994, 

‘Abadia claimed that the 1993 complaint 
against him was filed by four fictitious per- 
sons led by a certain Jaime Reyes. 

He also claimed that even the notary public 
marking on the complaint was fake. 

Noting that the Ombudsman had given the 
order to prosecute him before the Sandigan- 
bayan in a resolution dated Nov 26, 2004, Ab 
dia said: “That's 11 years and 3 months. This is 
certainly justice delayed and justice denied.” 

Worse, he said, he was not even called to 
any preliminary conference where he could 
have been asked to submit documents. 


German killed in Davao Oriental 


МАП, Davao Oriental—A German national 
was Killed when two unidentified men shot 
him with handguns in Lupon town, also in this 
province, at around 3:30 p.m. on Monday. 

Lupon Mayor Айтал Quifionez identified 
the victim as Burkrart Muller, 49, a native of 
Munich, Germany. 

Quiñonez said Muller, who had two daugh- 
ters by his Filipino wife, Elna, was coming out 
of the gate of his residence when the suspects 
‘came up and shot him at close range. 

He died from at least five bullet wounds in 
the head and four inthe body. 

Quifionez said police were Investigating 
the iggident. 

ата famil eid thow had ranaivad fh 


‘extortion letter from the Moro Islamic Libera- 
tion Front (MILF) before he was killed. 

Muller had been living in the Philippines 
for 15 years and was routed to be wealthy but. 
the nature of his business was not clear, 

In nearby Catee! town, unidentified armed 
men strafed the house of German national 
Andres Stein! recently, according to a report 
released by police on Monday. 

Stein}, 52, who Is engaged In mining, was 
not hurt, however, in the shooting that oc- 
curred on Nov. 27. 

His wife, Cynthia, sald they had received 
an extortion letter prior to the incident but 
she did not say who had sent it. Ferdinand О, 
onera. РПІ Mindanan итепи 
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By TJ Burgonio 


‘TWO FILIPINOS were hurt in separate attacks 
оп two US military camps in Iraq over the past 
couple of weeks, foreign affairs officials said 
yesterday. 

Adolfo Abrea, 25, а mechanic from Samar, 
was hit by shrapnel in his lower left thigh 
when a Katyusha rocket hit a campsite of 
Prime Projects International (PPI) in Camp 
Victory on the morning of Dec. 1. 

‘Abrea had been declared in stable condi- 
tion, but hetold Charge d'Affaires Ricardo En- 
дауа on Dec. 3 that he still felt a “little numb- 
ness and discomfort in his left thigh," foreign 
affairs spokesperson Gilberto Asuque said. 

He was set to be flown to Dubai yesterday 
for further medical treatment. His employer, 
PPI, had given assurance that he would be 
provided adequate medical attention. 

‘Another Filipino, Ludwig Mark Reyes, was 
injured by shrapnel following a mortar attack 
‘on Camp Anaconda in late November 

“Mr. Endaya said that Mr. Reyes received im- 
mediate medical attention by camp doctors and is 
now recovering from the injures," Asuque said. 

Between 5,753 and 6,000 Filipinos are work- 
ing in US military camps across strife-tor Iraq. 
Of these, 2,500 work in Camp Victory; 1,450, in 
Camp Anaconda, and 1,000, in Camp Coole. 
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2 Filipinos wounded 
in recent Iraq violence 


"The past months, foreign affairs officials had 
been worried over the safety of the thousands of 
Filipinos working in US military camps and the 
hundreds eking out a living outside them in 
view of the escalating violence across Iraq. 

On Nov. 20, Ambassador Roy Cimatu and 
some staff members ofthe Philippine Embassy 
in Baghdad took off for Jordan, fueling specu- 
lation that the embassy staff was evacuating in 
view of the worsening security situation 

Officials in Manila, however, were quick to dis- 
pel the reports, saying Cimaru had gone to Jor- 
dan to convince officials there to allow Iraq based 
Filipino workers to seek refuge there in case they 
had to be evacuated in a worst-case scenario. 

Left behind in Baghdad to work on the re- 
lease of Filipino accountant Robert Terongoy, 
who was abducted at gunpoint on Nov. 1, 


were Undersecretary Rafael Seguis, Endaya, 


and labor attaché Angelo Jimenez. 

An official, however, admitted that trans- 
porting the workers by land from Iraq to a 
neighboring country was risky because of the 
suicide attacks, roadside bombings and the 
raging violence there. 

Some 2,000 Filipinos had managed to slip 
into Iraq despite a government ban on the de- 
ployment of workers there in July in the after- 
math of the abduction of Filipino truck driver. 
Angelo dela Cruz, officials said. 


Employers back 5-day 
work week to cut costs 


By Blanche S. Rivera. 


“WE'RE in.” 

Employers yesterday backed a proposal by 
the Department of Labor and Employment to 
seta five-day work week to reduce factory costs. 

Philippine Chamber of Commerce and In- 
dustry vice president Donald Dee said em- 
ployers were also amenable to increasing the 
number of hours of work from eight to 12 a 
day in line with the DOLE plan because it 
would allow employees to have more time for 
their families and other activities. 

He gave the assurance that a five-day work 
week would not adversely affect the salaries 
of monthly wage earners because the 12-hour 
дау would translate to the same number of 
hours that workers render. 

"It will not affect ће wages. We're not look- 
ing at it from a savings point of view. We sup- 
port DOLES proposal for a five-day work week 


because it will also help the workers," Dee said. 

Hesaid DOLE had been consulting with dif- 
ferent employer and employee groups about 
the feasibility of a five-day work week. 

‘A tripartite council was studying the propos- 
al, but most employers favored the idea, he said. 

Dee disclosed that DOLE had prepared а 
draft order on the new work schedule, but 
said it was not yet final. 

"Our concern is if the employees are strong 
and healthy enough to work for 12 hours each 
day,” Dee, former president of the Employers 
Confederation of the Philippines, said. 

"We have to fortify the workers. We have to 
make sure that they can do longer hours. Other- 
‘wise it would be counterproductive," he added. 

‘About 98 percent of the country's employ- 
ers manage small- and medium-scale enter- 
prises and keep small staffs. Big companies 
with large numbers of workers comprise the 
other two percent. 
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FORUM ON CRISES 


Ruby Roxas (left), daughter of former President Manuel Roxas, and her husband Vicente 
Roxas (second from right) graced the 2nd Diliman Governance Forum held recently at 
the University of the Philippines with the theme "A Tale of Two Fiscal Crises: 1946 and 
2004.” Ms Roxas’ father was President in 1946, Also in photo are Prof. Leonor М. 
Briones (second from left) and an unidentified guest. 
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Former broadcaster shot 
dead in Sultan Kudarat 


TACURONG CITY—Two unidentified gunmen 
shot dead a broadcaster-turned-town councilor 
of Lambayong, Sultan Kudarat, while she was 
visiting a relative here, police said Monday. 

Amy Corpuz, three-time town councilor, 
succumbed to multiple gunshot wounds and 
did not reach the hospital alive, according to 
Chief Insp. Raul Supites, Tacurong police chief. 

"The attack on Corpuz came 18 hours after 
motorcydle-riding meii shot dead the acting 
mayor of Talitay, Maguindanao, while he was 
driving home in Cotabato City 

Corpuz, 40, had just arrived atthe home of 
her sister-in-law, Dr. Helen Lechoncito, at 
noon on Monday when one of two gunmen 
shot her from behind. 

As she fell to the ground, the other suspect. 
opened fire with a .45-cal. pistol, hitting her 
inthe breast. 

Former Sultan Kudarat Rep. Angelo Montil- 
la believed che attack was politically motivat- 
ed. Montilla ran for governor in the last elec- 
tion with Corpuz as one of the candidates for 
‘the provincial board, 

“We appeal to the police to dig deeper into 
the case. We would like to find out who mas- 


terminded the killing,” Montilla told reporters. 

Montilla said he and Corpuz had a pending 
election protest before the Commission on 
Elections. 

Corpuz, who worked with the Notre Dame 
Broadcasting Corp. in Kidapawan City before 
entering politics in the early ‘90s, had been re- 
ceiving death threats from unknown persons 
before she was murdered, police said. 

In Cotabato City, Zaidamen Midtimbang, 
president of the Talitay Association of Baran- 
gay Chairmen and acting town mayor, was 
driving along Sinsuat Avenue at around 6:30 
p.m. on Sunday when two men on a motorcy- 
cle began firing at him. 

Midtimbang, brother of Guindolungan, 
Maguindanao, Mayor Midpantao Midtim- 
bang and Talayan Mayor Udzag Midtimbang, 
was with his wife and two children when the 
shooting oceurred, according to Cotabato 
City Mayor Muslimin Sema. 

Sema said the victim's wife managed to rerum. 
fire with her husband's pistol and hit the sus- 
pects, but the armed men still managed to flee. 

Police were investigating the attack. Edwin. 
О. Fernandes, PDI Mindanao Bureau 
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HONG KONG PINOYS CARE 
Inquinen publisher Isagani М. Yambot (right) receives a check for P 100,000 
from Hong Kong-based journalist and former INQUIRER business editor Leo 
Deocadiz as the contribution of Filipino workers in Hong Kong to the victims 
of the typhoons that recently hit the country. 
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Wet Christmas predicted 


By Norman Bordadora 


THE CHRISTMAS season will 
rainier than usual in Luzon, 


Philippine Atmospheric Geophysical 
and Astronomical Services Adminis- 
tration (Pagasa) has said in its most 
recent advisory on the El Niño phe- 
nomenon that is already in the Philip- 


pines. 


In fact, one or two more tropical cy- 
clones are likely to hit the country, ac- 


cording to the weather bureau. 


Citing the latest climate informa- 
tion and predictions, Dr: Prisco Nilo, 


Pagasa officerin-charge, said 


rainfall in December will be "near to 
above average over most parts of Lu- 


топ” 


et Slim Without 


Lumps, Bumps or 
Surgery Risks 


Luzon had already exceeded its aver- 
age rainfall for November with the 
passing of tropical cyclones Unding, Vi- 
oleta and Winnie, he said. 

More consistent with the dry spells 
associated with El Niño is the current 
weather in the Visayas and most of Min- 
danao. 

Rainfall in western Luzon, the 
Visayas and Mindanao were observed, 
to be below average for November, Nilo 
said. 

Less than average rainfall i$ also ex- 
pected in December in the Visayas and 
Mindanao. 

“Lower than average rainfall condi- 
tions are expected in Regions 6, 7 and 
8, and most parts of Mindanao, he 
said. 
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DAGUPAN CITY—For all its ad^ 
verse effects, super Typhoon 
“Yoyong” also brought good news 
to some communities. ae) 

Consumers here suddenly had 
a grand time buying bangus after 
the price of Pangasinan's favorite 
fish on Friday plunged from P80.43 
kilo to P30-P40-a kilo after fish- 
pen operators prematurely har- 
vested their stocks, 

"The strong winds spawned Ьу, 
Yoyong also destroyed fish cages 
in Bolinao town, freeing their 
bangus stocks into the sea and jA" 
to the hands of happy residents: 

But Lino Fernandez, а fishpond, 
operator and bangus wholesalet 
in Dagupan City, said the low: 
price of bangus was only tempo- 
rary, adding that the price could 
go up in the next few days. 

"Many stocks were not sup-, 
posed to be harvested yet but ther 
fishpen operators were alarmed, 
by the super typhoon,” he seid. 

In Baguio Ciy, the price of 
strawberries also plunged from 
P80 a kilo to P25-P35 a kilo after 
farmers suddenly harvested them. 
to avoid heavy losses from Yoyong. 

Like the Pangasinan fishpen op-* 
erators, farmers in Benguet start, 
ed harvesting their flowers and’ 
vegetables on Thursday to take- 
advantage ofthe calm weather. 

The onslaught of the typhoon 
had been relatively mild, leaving 
most vegetable routes from 
Benguet and Mt. Province open 
to traffic, according to the Office. 
of Civil Defense. Yolanda Sotel 
Fuertes and Vincent Cabre: 
PDINorthern Luzon Bureau 
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Microsoft Philippines salutes the stars of the «+ 

1st Philippine Innovative Teachers Leadership Awards. 

To the first batch of dynamic innovators = WELL DONE! 

They will represent the Philippines at the Innovative Teachers 
` Regional Summit in Singapore; December 7-10, 2004! 


Dag sonan, Sherlita L.. 
Півап City East High School 


mue امه‎ ила u Sá 


Macas, Elumir P. 
Misamis Oriental 
General High School 


Samadan, Eden. 
San Isidro National 
High School — 


Valeriano, Cromwell Б 
Imus National High School 
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We would also like to congratulate the Finalists! 


* Aligaen, Julito C. 
Asuncion National High School 
* Bihag, Joy B. 
New Ormoc City National High School 
+ Bodikey, Sandee Janesse R. 
Davao del Sur National High School 
ж Bulalayao, Leonides E. 
Nueva Ecija National High School 
ж Caberte, Manuel О. 
Bayugan National High School 
ж Casim, Rafaela Myrna В. 
Tabaco National High School 
ж Cuteng, Vernice T. 
Mountain Province General High School 
ж Dacasin, Mike de G. 
San Jacinto National High School 
ж Daguisonan, Sherlita L. 
Iligan City East High School 


Partners in Lea 


PHIL 


* De Vera, Saniata V. 
Alicia National High School 
ж Dominguez, Lucia B. 
Mountain Province General 
Comprehensive High School 
ж Faculo, Soraya T. 
Cordillera Regional Science High School 
* Gilo, Lynn G. 
Guimbal National High School 
ж Ко, Anwar М. 
Canizares National High School 
ж Jumawan, Ivy T. 
Lala National High School 
ж Kulong, Genevieve G. 
Ayala National High School 
ж Leopoldo, Ivy Joy T. 
Cabancalan National High School 


ж Macas, Elumir Р. 
Misamis Oriental General High School 
ж Mendoza, Moses King M. 
Manila Science High School 
ж Paran, Shirley 7. 
Lupon National High School 
ж Pangilinan, Rosalina R. 
Manila Science High School 
ж Raymundo, Lorenzo E. 
Bacarra National High School 
ж Samadan, Eden F. 
San Isidro National High School 
* Tumampil, Lorna L. 
Iligan City East High School 
* Valeriano, Cromwell L. 
Imus National High School 
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Religious groups vow to bring 
abuses in Mindanao to light 


war and violence here. 
Over 300 Filipinos from all over 


the country and 40 foreigners repre- 


DAVAO CITY—International groups 
‘opposed to the US war on terror have 
vowed to bring the facts about human 
rights abuses and other forms of eco- 
nomic violence happening in Min- 
danao to the international human 
rights tribunal and the United Na- 
tions Commission on Human Rights 
after a weeklong visit to areas torn by 


THE DAILY 
GOSPEL 


Tuesday, December 7, 2004 
2nd Week of Advent 
IstReading: 1s40:1-11 
Gospel: Mt 18:12-14 

Jesus said to his disciples, "What do you 
think of this? Fsomeone hasa hundred sheep 
and one of them strays, won't he leave the 
ninety-nine on the hillside, and go to look for 
the stray one? And I tell you: when he finally 
finds it, he is more pleased about it than 
about the ninety-nine that did not get lost. It 
is the same with your Father in heaven: there 
they don’t want even one of these litle ones 
to be lost.” 

Commentary 

This story shows that God doesn't think in 
percentages. Compare it with the following, 
"Calaphas, who was high priest that year, said 
[to the Sanhedrin), You know nothing at all 
You do not understand that it is better for you 
to have one man die for the people than to have 
the whole nation destroyed" (In 11:49-50). In 
other words, since it was politically expedient it 
was all right to put an innocent man to death. 
Сайарћаз was the high priest but he thought 
like a politician, an unscrupulous one at that. It 
should serve for all time as a warning to all 
priests, high and low. 

А neighbor long ago had twelve children, 
and when the eldest emigrated to America she 
was heartbroken. That evening she said to the 
others through her tears, "It will be easy to 
count you пон!” That’s how mothers think: not 
in numbers or percentages. That seems to be 
how God thinks too. 

Clareian Publications Inc., 8 Mayumi St, UP Vil- 
lage, Diliman, Quezon Cio, UP PO. Box 4, Diliman, 
ТЇ Quezon Cy; Tel: 981-3984; Fox 921-7429; 
E-mail; cei @elaretorg; Websites: htsp://vww: bible. 
daretrg (Clareran Publications Inc) 8 herp://mis- 
sionariesclarerorg (Clarerians in the Philippines) 
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mining town of Diwalwal, the 
ethnic tribes affected by Davao 
del Мопе Баш Dam project, 
and the families displaced by 
the war between the govem- 
ment and Moro rebels in Pikit, 
North Cotabato. 

David Wildman, executive 
secretary of the US-based 
United Methodist Church's 
General Board for Global 
Ministries, said the group 
would work to bring the prob- 
lems affecting Mindanao to 
the international body and to 
raise the awareness of the in- 
ternational community on 
what was happening here. 

The group, which billed it- 
self the first people's forum on. 
peace for life,” also wants an 
international fact-finding body 
to look into the human rights 
abuses in Mindanao, particu 
larly those perpetrated against 
Muslims and Moro tribes. 

Participants raised their 
concern over the holding of 
joint RP-US Balikatan exer- 
cises in Mindanao and the 
increased American pres- 
ence, including the setting 
up of a virtual US consulate 
ata university here. 

"We are gravely concerned. 
about the affliction that we 
have heard and seen,” said 
Wildman ina statement. 

"The Mindanao situation. 
reflects a resurgence of a 
new colonization: the sus- 
tained US military war exer- 
cises, the increased interfer- 


CEBU 
Joanna 
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Ayala Center 
231-3254 


GREENHILLS 
Blanca 
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7266505 


ence in the internal peace process, 
and the renewed influx of aid and 
corporate investment that can deep- 


senting religious groups from around en the exploitation of Mindanao's 
the world were here recently to visit patrimony and natural resources," 
conflict areas. 

They said after their visit that they 
had seen with their own eyes what they know that many peoples around the 
called the "new faces of the US em- 
pire,” referring to the small-scale min- ticular, took a strong stance against 
ers affected by the entry of big mining the US war against Iraq,” he added. 
corporations in Compostela Valleys 


Wildman said. 
“Perhaps, not many people here 


‘world, and American people in par- 


He called on the group to contin- 
ve resisting the "empire," meaning 
the combined economic, military 
and political domimation of the 
powerful to advance their interest. 
оп а global scale. 

The US, he seid, spends more than 


150 nations all over the world. 

“The present empire has rel 
voices that the war against terror is 
God's will and demonizes Muslims,” 
hesaid. 

In the last seven days, the group, 
mostly leaders of various faiths i 
cluding Hindus, Buddhists, Muslims 
and Christians, went to conflict and 
violence-prone areas in Mindanzo, 
like Diwalwal, Davao del Norte's 
Asuncion town, and Pikit where 
they were able to talk to small-scale 
miners, the indigenous tribes op- 
posing the Saug river dam project, 
ahd evacuees. 

South African professor and clergy- 
man Maake Masango said one of his 
most moving experiences was talking 
to the indigenous peoples, “not in the 
language learned from colonizers 
(English), but from the language that 
God has given her” 

Fr. Bienvenodo Trinilla, convenor 
of InPeace Mindanao, also read a 
statement calling on international 
human rights bodies to investigate 
human rights violations in Mindanao 
and what he called the "genocidal 
war against the Bangsamoro people." 

“We call for international solidarity 
to support the Bangsamoro people's 
right to selfdetermination and to 
support the indigenous people's cam- 
paign to end ethnocide,” Trinilla said 
inastatement read before reporters. 
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PRESIDENT Arroyo, speaking at the First National Congress on Information and Communi- 
cations Technology in Basic Education in Cebu City, herself goes hi-tech by demonstrating the 


latest in technology that is the future for public school teachers and students, 


RENY PAMPOUNA 


GMA orders Internet linkup 
for all public high schools 


By Jolene В. Bulambot 
PDI Visayas Bureau 


CEBU CITY—Soon, most public high schools in 
the country will be connected to the Internet. 

President Macapagal-Arroyo yesterday 
made this assurance during the opening of 
the First National Congress on Information 
Communications Technology in Basic Educa- 
tion at the Waterfront Hotel here. 

In her speech, the President said that before 
her term ends in 2010, computers would have 
been installed in every public high school— most 
of which would have access to the Internet—t0 
push information technology in the country. 

Ms Arroyo said teachers should make informa- 
tion and communications technology (ICT) the 
focal point of their innovative approach to educa- 
tion so that the Philippines could sustain its role as 
one ofthe worlds top suppliers of ICT workers. 

"Teachers must be the front liners in innova- 
tion, continually seeking out new and better ways 
of teaching, to continually seek new technology. 
and not (get) caught in a traditional, outdated 
mode of instruction,” the President said. 

She emphasized the primary role of teach- 
ers and educators to produce skilled and 
knowledgeable workers needed by ICT firms, 


especially since ICT has become the economic 
lifeline of thousands of Filipino families. 

Ms Arroyo noted that there has been a 118. 
percent increase in investments in IT and 
electronics, which would in turn create about. 
25,000 jobs in 10 months. 

She also said five big ICT firms in Japan have, 
firmed up plans to locate their operations here. 

Before gracing the congress, Ms Arroyo was 
at the Asiatown IT Park, just across from the 
Waterfront Hotel, to inaugurate E-Telecare In- 
ternational, the biggest Asia-based call center. 

‘About 800 people attended the opening of the 
two-day congress, many of them teachers and ad- 
ministrators of private and public schools and rep- 
resentatives of non-government organizations. 

Roberto Romulo, chair of the Foundation for 
Information Technology Education and Devel- 
‘opment (FIT-ED), said the congress’ objective 
is to emphasize the benefits of using technolo- 
syasatooforteachingandleaming. + 

FIEEd is an NGO which is working with the 
Department of Education to increase IT 
awareness ín the country. 

The congress, Romulo said, would also dis- 
‘cuss how various technologies such as comput- 
ers, the Internet, radio, television and telephones 
could be used to make learning more effective. 
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By Christian V. Esguerra 


{THE COUNTRY has finally earned the 
international community's nod for its 
all-out war against drug trafficking. 

^ The United Nations Office on 

Drugs and Crime (UNODC) has cited 

[ihe Philippines for having detected 

Тапа dismantled a "record number” of 
‘shabu (methamphetamine — hy- 
drochloride) laboratories and for the 

Ferecord high" confiscation of the 

1 banned substance and its precursor 

ingredients. 

The honor was included in the UN- 
ODC report delivered during the 28th 
Meeting of the Heads of National 
Drug Law Enforcement Agencies of 
‘Asia and the Pacific in Bangkok, Thai- 


The UNODC particularly com- 
mended the Philippine Drug En- 
forcement Agency for its efforts de- 
spite its depleted manpower, which 
got a boost from the police Anti-Ille- 
gal Drugs Special Operations Task 
Force. 


Accomplishment 

The office noted the country’s ac- 
complishment last year after Presi- 
dent Macapagal-Arroyo declared a 
renewed crackdown against illegal 
drugs. 

From June to December 2003, au- 
thorities dismantled 11 shabu labora- 
tories and confiscated 3.1 tons of the 
drug and 5.1 tons of ephedrine, a кеу 
ingredient in the manufacture of 


UN cites RP’s antidrug effort 


"The UNODC observed that, 
while statistics on drug seizures 
such as those mentioned are indica- 
tors of the drug situation in a coun- 
try, they are also good indicators of 
the effectiveness of the drug en- 
„forcement authorities in the con- 
duct of antidrug operations," PDEA 
chief Anselmo Avenido Jr. said in a 
statement. 

Before the citation, the PDEA had 
been irked by a separate UN study 
identifying the Philippines as a ma- 
jor producer of shabu. 

‘Sought for comment, PDEA deputy 
chief Rodolfo Gaisip yesterday said he 
was particularly dismayed by the UN 
report claiming that the country was 
the third leading shabu exporter in 
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theworld. 

"We thought that was unfair be- 
cause the UN was seeing only the oth- 
er side of our accomplishments, that 
there were so many drugs in our 
country" Caisip told the INQUIRER. 

“But more important should be 
the fact that we are arresting and 
jailing drug lords and confiscating 
illegal drugs. We hope that the 
country’s bad image would be 
changed with the UN's latest cita- 
tion,” he said. 
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DURANO ACES TOURISM 
President Macapagal-Arroyo administers the oath of office to Tourism Secretary Joseph 
‘Ace Durano at the Waterfront Hotel in Cebu City yesterday. Durano, an erstwhile Cebu 
‘congressman, breezed through the Commission on Appointments. Looking on are his 

wife, children and other relatives. 
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By Christian V. Esguerra 


PHILIPPINE National Police Di- 
rector General Edgar Aglipay is 
under fire from his own men. 

‘The Association of Chiefs of Po- 
lice of the Philippines Inc. (ACP- 
PI) yesterday issued a resolution 
condemning the practice of ex- 
tending the terms of service of re 
tiring police officers, the very 
manner by which Aglipay became 
PNP chief in August. 

‘An organization of active and 
retired police officers, the ACPPI 
is headed by its president, Deputy 
Director General Ricardo de 
Leon; Aglipay's classmate at the 
Philippine Military Асайёту and 
his handpicked successor in the 
PNP anti-illegal drugs task force. 

Aglipay's own spokesperson, 
Senior Supt. Leopoldo Bataoil, is 
also а member of ACPPL. 

In the resolution, the group said 
term extension “produces destruc- 
tive effects to the morale of the of- 
ficer corps, such as the palakasan 
(favored) and bata-bata (patron- 
age) system,” even if it was “ac- 
ceptable ro the beneficiary" 

"The scheme also “casts the or- 
ganization into disrepute and 
eventually into disintegration" 
that “deprives” other police offi- 
cers of their opportunity to rise to 
higher positions. 

“Therefore, be it resolved as it 
is hereby resolved to reject any 
more extension of officers due for 
retirement,” the ACPPI, which is 
chaired by retired police general 
Guillermo Domondon, said, 

The resolution was the first sign 
of open opposition to Авїрауз 
appointment as the country's top 
cop after President Macapagal-Ar- 


Toyo vave him a six-month term 
begit 1g August even if he was 
.". еіп September. 

А mber of PMA Class 771, 
Aglipay reached the mandatory re- 
tirement age of S6 on Sept. 13. His 
term iş set to expire in February. 

Already, there has been persis- 
tent talk the President might ex- 
tend his term again, 

As it is, a number of top police 
officials, some of whom are known 
Aglipay supporters but are itching 
то replace him, have been silently 
grumbling over his term extension. 

Oftthe contenders, the most se- 
nior is Deputy Director General 
Reynaldo Velasco, the PNP's no. 3 
man: He's even more senior than 
Aglipay, having received his third 
star ahead of the PNP chief. 

Another top choice is Deputy 
Director General Virtus Gil, the 
PNP's second in command who, 
like Velasco, was Aglipay' class- 
mate in the PMA. 

Aglipay’s term extension 
would leave Gil only a month to 
serve in case he is chosen before 
his own mandatory retirement on 
March 14 next year, and Velasco 
only three months before his re- 
tirement in May. 

The extension had dashed the 
hopes of former contenders, Di- 
rectors Eduardo Marillano and 
Enrique Galang Jr. 

Matillano, also a member of 
PMA '71, retired on Nov. 30, 
while Galang, of Class '72, is set 
to retire on Dec. 24. 

Aglipay would not have been 
chief had not then Director Gen- 
eral Hermogenes Ebdane Jr. cut 
short his own term by four 
months. Ebdane was supposed to 
retire on Dec. 31. 


NPA rebel killed 
in Agusan Norte 


ZAMBOANGA CITY—At least one communist 
rebel was killed when soldiers, backed by rwo 
helicopter gunships, overran a New People’s 
Army camp in Agusen del Norte, the military 
said Sunday. 

‘The soldiers, supported by two MG-520 he- 
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licopte's, clashed with about 60 members of 
the NPA in their encampment outside Nasipit 
town on Saturday, Col. Domingo Tutaan said. 

"The rebels Вед to the surrounding moun- 
tains. One dead guerrilla and his rifle were re- 
covered along with a power generator and 
rebel documents, the military said. No sol- 
diers were hurt in the incident. 

According to Tutaan, the assault was 
mounted to prevent the rebels from carrying 
out a series of planned attacks in the area. 

1n Surigao del Nore, troops confiscated а cache 
of homemade land mines, detonating devices and 
assorted ammunition from am NPA camp on 
‘Wednesday a military report said yesterday. 

A platoon of the 30th Infantry Battalion was 
conducting ant-insurgency operations when 
they overran the NPA encampment in Baran- 
gay Camam-onan, Gigauit, the report said. 

The land mines were attached to four live 
rounds of 60-mm mortar, according" « Ма} Gen. 
Samuel Bagasin, chief of the 4th ипи: y Division. 

Bagasin ай! the troops also recovere 
three hand grenades from the NPA camp. 

The NPA announced in October ‘that it 
would step up its attacks against government 
forces. eB. Zamora; AFP 
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napigue town in Isabela down to 
Polillo island in northern Quezon. 

"The Ingumzn was able to con- 
vince Mang Berto to share his ex- 
perience as an illegal logger after 
much prodding from his son “to 
give the publica much deeper un- 
derstanding of the dynamics of 
the underground trade.” 

“My father was not bad. He 
was just forced by the conse- 
quences and the necessity to 
make ends meet for his growing 
family,” Mang Berto's son said be- 
fore the interview. 

Mang Berto, now in his late six- 
ties, said he started in the mid- 
1950s under the employ of a Chi- 
nese businessman, a certain Mis- 
ter Song, who owned a licensed 
sawmill in Barrio (now baran- 
gay) Banugao in Infanta. 

Song also had logging interests 
in Barrio Calubaguis in the Agta 
point on Polillo Island. 

"Mister Song owned the first 
sawmill in northern Quezon. 1 
was a personal aide to him, а 
trusted errand boy,” he recalled, 

After staying with Song for two 
years, Mang Berto called it quits 
and stayed in Manila to help a rela- 
tive in his hardware business. In 
1965, he worked for a certain 
Wiliam Tan, owner of Superwood 
Logging Со, in the village of Aluy- 
оп їп Burdeos town in Polillo. 

"Mr. Tan's licensed logging 
area covers almost half of Mt. 
майна. He competed with Uni- 
versal Timber Corp. in the lucra- 
tive logging business on the is- 
land,” the old man said. 

“1 worked as a checker, mainly 
for those logs for export. 
Japanese and Taiwanese ships 
regularly docked in Polillo to haul 
square logs," he said. 


Easy money 

‘After a couple of years, he again 
decided to stop working and came 
back to Manila. Bur the smell of 
easy money from freshly cut hard- 
wood lured him back to the trade. 

In 1975, Mang Berto found 
himself working again in a log- 
ging firm in Burdeos town under 
‘another Chinese businessman. 

The businessman, according to 
Mang Berto, possessed a legal 
permit to cut trees but decided in- 
stead to operate a sawmill to 
serve other logger-businessmen 
in the area who had no sawmill. 

He said most licensed logging 
companies also bought hot logs 
from carabao loggers. 

"During those times, we used 
the services of the hilador to pull 
the logs to the sawmill using their 
carabaos," he said. 

He said a big carabao could haul 
а Jog measuring 200 board feet. 
"We paid the carabao logger 25 cen- 
tavos per board foot oflog hauled to 
the sawmill,” Mang Berto said. 

"They sold a board foot of lauan 
from 75 centavos to P1.25. A board. 
foot of narra cost P2.50 to P3 then. 

“There were no bigtime ilegal 
Joggers during those times. The cut- 
ting of trees was done by licensed 
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RESIDENTS of typhoon-stricken Infanta town in Quezon negotiate a road strewn with logs. soceraaciio 


loggers. A carabao logger cutting 
‘one ortwo trees was an illegal logger 
buthe was not big-time,” he said. 


Grease 

In 1985, having learned the ins 
and outs of the illegal trade, 
Mang Berto decided to operate 
onhis own. 

"My family was getting bigger, so 
were their needs. My children were 
then entering college. 1 had to earn 
more money for them," he said. 

“Besides, what I was mostly 
doing for my former boss was al- 
so the dirty part of the business. I 
was in charge of distributing 
grease. money for protec- 
tion—the SOP or the standard 
operating payment." 

He said he got P200,000 in 
capital for his illegal logging ven- 
ture from a certain “Pueteng,” а 
big-time smuggler in the 19805, 
who also had interests in logging 
in Isabela and Quezon, 

“1 met him when he was hiding 
from the authorities for his smug- 
gling business. He requested me to 
handle the operation of his copra 
trading on Polillo Island, which 1 
did for him," Mang Berto said. 

Не said he was the one who in- 
troduced Pueteng to the lucrative. 
logging business. 

He recalled that when square 
logs of hardwood were found float- 
ing near Pollo, he quickly saw the 
potential of quick money from 
them, The logs came from a foreign 
ship that sankin the high seas. 

“1 used P30,000 from the copra 
money to buy the logs in posses- 
sion of the fishermen. Pueteng 
even scolded me, but after I sold 
the logs to а sawmill operator in 
Mauban, I netted at least 
P60,000. That was the time 
Pueteng decided to get involved 
in the logging business. He saw 
the bright potential of earning 
easy money,” Mang Berto said. 

Using his closeness to а high 
government official during the 
martial law regime, Pueteng con- 
trolled the vast logging business 
in Isabela and Quezon, according 
to Mang Berto. 


So influential was the Chinese 
businessman that during the time 
of his death in a car accident in 
San Pablo City sometime in 1990, 
a military colonel was in the driv. 
ers seat. 


Barges, envelopes 

Mang Berto said he started his 
ilegal logging business im 
Palanan, Isabela. 

"1 had five power saw opera- 
tors and five helpers. Most of the 
time, it took a year before I saw 
my family. They would just get 
money from a Chinese business- 
тап in Quezon with whom I had 
business dealings.” 

“Two of Pueteng’s five barges 
were assigned to me. 1 regularly 
hauled narra and фало (black ka- 
magong) from Isabela to Pueteng's 
sawmill in Mauban. I spent P2.50 
for every board foot of narra. 1 sold 
Ж to Pueteng for P9.50. Pueteng 
then sold it in Manila for P17.50,” 
Mang Berto said. 

lost of the time, I escorted 
the hauling of my logs to Manila 
using documents provided by the 
DENR with the help of Pueteng. 1 
also prepared several envelopes 
with money for ready distribution 
along the route,"he said. 

Mang Berto's son, who is now 
working in a Makati office, said: 
"Most of the time, I helped him in 
the preparation of grease money 
in envelopes." 


Converse shoes for the NPA 
Mang Berto said the envelopes 
жете for the local officials, cor- 
rupt environment officials and 
police manning checkpoints 
along the route of the cargo. 
"There was also a regular enve- 
lope for the New People's Army 
operating in the logging area. 
During Christmas and special oc- 
casions, the NPA would ask for 
canned goods and black Con- 
verse shoes. just acceded to their 
request to ensure the smooth op- 
eration of the business," he said. 
Mang Berto recalled that ille- 
gal loggers like him would find 
themselves converging in a house. 


in Quezon City owned by a Chi- 
nese businessman to sell hot logs. 
"When we met there, it was fun. 
We shared problems as well as 
the good times," he said. 

In 1993, when all of his children 
had finished college, Mang Berto 
decided to end his illegal trade. 

"Besides, it was getting too dan- 
gerous. The Philippine Navy regu- 
larly conducted sea patrols. And 
they were the only ones who did 
not accept grease money," he said. 


Navy patrol 

Every time his boat meta Navy 
vessel on patrol, Mang Berto said 
his men would immediately 
throw all the logs into the sea. 

"It was money lost. But it was 
much better than facing a naval 
officer. A corresponding criminal 
charge would surely come next. 
Appearing in court was another 
extra time,” he said. 

Today, bribing people costs a 
lot, according to Mang Berto. 
“You have to bribe them all. There 
are lots of unscrupulous govern- 
ment personne! now than in the 
past,” he said. 

Mang Berto now stays with his 
wife in a Laguna town, enjoying 
whatever is left of his money from 
his illegal logging days. 

‘The old man made it clear that 
he did not operate his illegal log- 
ging activities in the Sierra Madre 
part of northern Quezon. 

“My conscience is clear. The 
time that I spent in Infanta was 
with a government-licensed log- 
ging firm during my initial year in 
the business,” he said. 

Asis Perez, director of Tanggol 
Kalikasan-Southern Tagalog, an 
environmental legal defense cen- 
ter based in Lucena, was present. 
during the interview. 

Perez, a lawyer, said he was also 
interested in whatever information. 
that Mang Berto could supply for 
the data bank of his office. 

“Basically, what he narrated 
was the same information that 
we have in our files. He just vali- 
dated it with his detailed story" 
the lawyer said. 
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Cash-strapped 
Pagasa craves 
‘pork’ chops 


From page Al 


ministration (Pagasa) needs P6O 
million to P100 million annually 
for six years, or the equivalent of 
three to five congressmen's pork 
barrel allocations, for Из modern- 
ization and ` rehabilitation 
scheme. 

The amount represents 15 per- 
cent ofa scaled-down P2.7 billion 
needed for the weather bureau to 
modernize itself, according to Dr. 
Alan Pineda, assistant weather 
services chief of Pagasa. 


Jicagrant 

For the remaining 75 percent, 
Pagasa plans to ask the Japan In- 
ternational Cooperation Agency 
ica) for a grant, or the Japan 
Bank for International Coopera- 
tion (JBIC) fora loan. 

Pagase's yearly budget is P300 
million. It cannot afford to deduct 
P60 million to P100 million a 
year to finance the local counter- 
part funds. 

"We've thought of asking con- 
gressmen to allocate part of 
their pork barrel to Pagasa,” 
Pineda said, adding in jest: "We 
could probably name a building 
ог a forecasting center after 
pis 

Pineda said Jica had offered а. 
PLbillion grant, while ЛИС was 
"willing to loan the weather bu- 
reau the entire P2 billion, 
payable in 30 years at less than 
one percent interest per annum, 
with a 10-year grace period. 


Modernization program 

“The problem is where to 
source local counterpart funds. 
We need P360 million to P600 
million for the entire six-year pro- 
ject,” he said. 

Asked if the P2.7-billion cost 
could still be reduced, Pineda 
said Pagasa's modernization pro- 
gram was first proposed in 1997 
‘with a budget of P6 billion. 

The amount had been scaled 
down to P2.7 billion in 2000, but 
so far, there had been no sign of 
legislative action except for eval- 
uations by the National Economic 
and Development Authority and 
a House bill filed by then Eastern 
Samar Rep. Eduardo Nachura 
calling for Pagasa’s moderniza- 
tion. 

‘The amount would barely cov- 
er the minimum requirements of 
the bureau, said Pineda. Already, 
80 percent would be allocated to 
‘weather forecasting and warning 
equipment and the rest for man- 
power training. 

Pagasa had also made repre- 
sentations with Quezon Rep. 
Rafael Nantes, whose соп- 
stituency was among those 
heavily affected by Tropical De- 
pression "Winnie" and Ty- 


Painful lessons of how Filipinos value forests 


From page Al 
the late '905, there's a lot of bird 
song here to feed а city dweller's 
hunger for treasures in the wild. 
Seven years ago, scientists on a 
wildlife survey sighted a Phili 
pine hawk-eagle, a spotted but- 
tonquail, a Luzon scoops owl, a 
Philippine eagle owl, a green rac- 
quet-tail, a red-crested Malkoha 
and its scale-feathered kin, a ru- 
fous coul, a blackish cuckoo- 
shrike, a white fronted tit and a 
white-lored oriole around Subic 
Bay—vanishing treasures all. 


Biological diversity 

Soon after, the scientists de- 
clared: "The Philippines has per- 
haps the greatest concentration 
of unique biological diversity of 
any country in the world, (with) 
ап astonishingly high proportion 
of endemic species." 

Nearly half or 44 percent of our 
bird species, 64 percent of our 
mammals, 73 percent of our rep- 
tiles and amphibians, and 44 per- 
cent of our flowering plants аге 
found nowhere else in the world. 
Tn this position of planetary privi- 
lege, why is our country also the 
hottest of hot spots with perhaps 
the greatest concentration of en- 
dangered species of birds and 
mammals? ‘Thereby hangs our 
tale. 

Their homes, an exquisite rain- 
bow of life, are nine forms of for- 
est evolved through millennia 
across our archipelago—lowland 


tropical rainforest, mid-moun- 
tain forest, mossy forest, lime- 
stone forest, pine forest, beach 
forest, mangrove forest, freshwa- 
terand swamp forest. Each one is 
home to life forms with special- 
ized functions irreplaceable in 
the close weaving of an ecosys- 
tem. 

Haribon has spent the past 21 
years in scholarship and advoca- 
cy for this teeming reality and its 
life-and-death stakes. Under 
Subic's towering trees, the mem- 
ory of awakening with Asin in live 
concert was a perfect prelude to 
the next few days’ news of time 
running out on the Philippines. 


Vanishing forests 

Assisted by the Ateneo School 
of Governance, La Salle Institute 
of Governance and the University 
of the Philippines Center for Lo- 
cal and Regional Governance, it 
was back to school for mayors, 
governors, government officials, 
freelance environmentalists and 
volunteers. 

The first hard lesson: the 
Philippines is no longer short of 
laws to protect whats left of its 
web of life, However, forest de- 
pletion continues by an estimated 
200,000 hectares a year. 

"One of the highest in the 
world," said Haribon scientist 
and ‘program director Blas 
‘Tabaranza Jr. This is equivalent to 
a yearly loss of P11.9 billion. 

But government reforestation 


over the past two decades has 
achieved only а "30-percent suc- 
cess rate," said the new environ- 
ment secretary, Michael Defensor. 
Former environment official Ben 
Malayang named the stubborn 
root cause: near total ignorance 
of the forests pivotal role in the 
chain of life among city-bred Fil- 
ipinos who see it only as a source 
of products, if not a haven for 
outlaws. 


Crimes against trees 

Crimes against the forest now 
include even the “revolutionary 
tax” which communist rebels 
charge loggers. Meanwhile, 
shortsighted national goals, still 
in thrall to the colonial perspec- 
tive of all land as “the property of 
the king" (aka Regalian Doc- 
trine), allow progressive decima- 
tion of what little tribal wisdom 
we have left. 

Culture is а forgotten dimen- 
sion of forest protection, 
Malayang noted. . Fores-born 
tribal cultures offer a nation 
drowning in crimes against Na- 
ture ancient knowledge of how 
the natural world works and how 
humans share its fate. Buta recal- 
citrant Congress took over a 
decade to pass an Indigenous 
Peoples Rights Act (Ipra) which 
gave indigenous communities the 
right to protect their ancestral do- 
main. 

А retired Supreme Court jus- 
tice also waged an extended legal 


battle with the Office of the Solic- 
itor General, questioning the 
“constitutionality” of ће Ірга. It 
was finally passed into law but 
continued to struggle for imple- 
mentation. 

This echo of the Mareos years 
is only one of the many questions 
of primary value our nation must 
grapple with for survival. Cross- 
purposes and mixed motives 
have hardened tbrough time. 

For one, Antonio Contreras, a 
doctor of forestry and now dean 
of La Salles College of Arts and 
Science, believes that Marcos’ 
community forestry program was 
more of “an instrument to legit- 
{mize the state's relationship with 
rural people when populations 
and insurgency were rising in up- 
land areas.” 


Culture of command 

In 1982 came the expanded 
strategy of an Integrated Social 
Forestry Program, giving 25-year 
leasehold agreements to commu- 
nities and households “to confine 
their production systems to com- 
munal or household agro-forestry 
farms" with "secure tenure and а 
source of livelihood.” 

Such is the chasm between the 
government and grass roots that 
again, "substantial restrictions on 
land-use practices relegated local 
people to roles in which they car- 
Tied out activities designed pri- 
marily by state officials." 

‘This culture of command spilled 


over into the policies of the imme- 
diate post-Mareos years, when the 
government entered hinterland 
barangays and “increased control 
over forest management" in the 
name of “poverty alleviation and 
empowerment." 

But this was really a “cost-eut- 
ting measure,” said Contreras, 
taking advantage of community 
volunteerism without devolving 
“authority to make management 
decisions on forest resources.” 

Оп this track, forestry pro- 
grams, largely funded by foreign 
donors and limited to an average 
of five years, fenced people off 
from the forest while providing 
them "alternative but rarely sus- 
tainable livelihoods" and “limited 
access to forest produets without 
‘adequate support for sustainable 
markets.” 


Forests fight back 

With such pittance, not even 
the Local Government Code's 
transfer of responsibility for for- 
est management to local govern- 
ment units (LGUs) in 1991 could. 
break the main stranglehold of 
Philippine national life—"a polit- 
ical culture where local political 
units are rarely interested in for- 
est management unless it offers 
political or fiscal benefits, espe- 
cially as the conduit for political 
and economic patronage, which 
often, has led to forest destruc- 
Чоп.” 

Time is a stern teacher. At this 


phoons "Violeta," "Unding" and. 
“Yoyong,” as well as Sen. Ramon 
Magsaysay Jr., chair of the Sen- 
ate committee on science and 
technology, for renewed legisla- 
tive efforts. 


Wishlist 

‘And here's the rest of the 
weather bureau's wish list: seven 
radars, one of which will be dedi- 
cated to forecasting rainfall in 
Metro Manila; а “supercomputer” 
to analyze weather observation 
data; а satellite tracking device 
and imaging system that could 
tap onto a Japanese satellite and 
help monitor cloud formations in 
the country; improved telecom- 
munication system, and regional- 
ized weather forecasting and 
warning system. 

“Right now, observed data are 
transmitted from observation 
centers in the provinces'to Que- 
zon City where they are analyzed. 
Only then can we issue the appro- 
priate forecast and warning,” 
Pineda said. 


Ideal setup 

Under an ideal setup, weather 
warnings for, say, Negros Occi- 
dental would no longer have to 
pass through Quezon City. 

“Our weather people in the 
Visayas should be able to do 
that," he said. 

Under the proposed setup, Pa- 
gasa should have weather fore- 
casting centers in Tuguegarao for 
Cagayan Valley, Baguio City for 
northern Luzon, Legaspi City for 
Bicol, Mactan in Cebu for the 
Visayas, Cagayan de Oro and 
Davao cities for Mindanao. 

Malacafiang yesterday sup- 
ported Pineda's proposal, saying 
that the weather bureau needed 
an equipment upgrade, not a re- 
vamp of management, to boostits 
weather forecasting operations. 

“{don’t think there is any ques- 
tion on their job performance. 
They (Pagasa) did а good job,” 
said Press Secretary Ignacio Bun- 
ye, despite criticism that the” 
agency had been late in giving 
storm signal warnings that might 
have reduced the number of fa- 
talities and damage caused by the. 
string of typhoons in the last two 
weeks. 

Bunye said President Масара- 
gal-Arroyo did not order a review 
of Pagasa’s operations after some 
sectors claimed that it had "bun- 
gled" its job when it did not pro- 
vide timely storm warnings when 
the successive cyclones pum- 
meled the country between Nov. 
19 and Dec. 2. 

The string of typhoons left 
more than 1,000 dead and bil- 
lions of pesos in damage to prop- 
ery and crop losses, With are- 
port from GiL C. Cabacungan Jr. 


writing, a steeply rising death 
toll caused by flash floods from 
denuded forests is still teaching. 
the Filipino majority the inti- 
mate connections between 
wrong ideas and environmental 
destruction, political will, life 
and death. 

Now, fresh fiscal crisis practi- 
cally “forces devolution of forest 
management to the LGUS—a 
crucial assignment with a big IR. 
Only if communities far and wide 
can find their way back to “true 
sustainability and real responsi- 
bility” can we hope to hang on to 
what remains. 

But with a national spirit still 
divided by colonial blinders, 
pressured by the need of many 
and the greed ofa well-connected 
few still rampaging in crisis, the 
Arroyo administration's schizoid 
thrust for all-out mining casts a 
haw dark shadow oer ourweb of 

fe. 

“How we value our forests 
will define our management 
thrust and the direction that we 
want to pursue [but] our policy 
thrust is still unclear" said 
Malayang. 

In a week or so, this under- 
statement would echo in more 
lives lost in the season's flash 
floods while rich “legal” loggers 
disappear along with illegal log- 

ers. 

Ror revealing this hard reality, 

provincial journalists are killed. 
To be concluded 


TUESDAY, Не, 
ОЕСЕМВЕН7, 


^ PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER , 


the АМ ORLD....... 


WAR CRIMINALS? 
This picture dated. 
August 1945 in the. 
Mariana Islands shows. 
the US crew of the B-29 
“Enola Gay" plane, 
which dropped the first. 
atomic bomb in history. 
Japanese antiwar 
campaigners said Dec. 6 
they planned a 
“people's tribunal” 
over the atomic 
bombings of Hiroshima 
and Nagasaki that could 
symbolically hold the 
United States 
responsible for war 
crimes. 


7 killed, Filipino hurt 
in consulate bombing 


JEDDAH—Islamic militants 
threw explosives at the gate of 
the heavily guarded US con- 
sulate in Jeddah, then forced 
their way into the building, 
prompting a gun battle that left 
seven people dead and several 
wounded, including a Filipino, 
before the three-hour crisis was 
brought under control. 

‘Three attackers were among those 
lulled, while two others were wound- 
ed and arrested, the Saudi interior 
ministry announced. Saudi security of- 
ficials said four of their forces, who ap- 
parently stormed the compound after 
the initial attack, were killed. 

ABS-CBN News in the Philippines 
idenifed the wounded Filipino as 


Iraq president 
says poll doable 
despite violence 


BAGHDAD—Iraq's interim President Ghazi 
al-Yawar insisted that crucial elections would 
go ahead as planned next month despite a 
sharp upsurge in deadly insurgent attacks 
that claimed more than 90 lives in three days 

Ar least 21 people were killed in a string of 
attacks on Sunday alone, shattering a period 
of relative calm that followed US-led assaults 
‘on Sunni Muslim rebel-held cities, 

In Washington, Yawar insisted the vote could 
be held on Jan. 30 as planned if the internation- 
al community provided sufficient support. 

“We are asking the United Nations, the 
whole international community, to help us,” 
Yawar told NBC television. “We do not think 
that postponing elections or delaying it will 
solve the problem.” 

Yawar was to meet with US President George 
W. Bush on Monday to discuss Iraq's future, es- 
pecially security issues and relations with the 
United States, which is planning to boost troop 
numbers to 150,000 for the elections. 

Prime Minister Iyad Allawi, meanwhile, was 
due in Moscow for the first time since taking of- 
fice six months ago in the hope of soothing ten- 
sions over Russia's opposition to the US-led war 

‘A senior UN official had warned at the 
weekend that elections could not be held in 
the current climate of violence, backing calls 
by Sunni Muslim politicians in Iraq. 

Lakhdar Brahimi, a special advisor to UN 
Secretary General Kofi Annan and until re- 
cently UN envoy in Iraq, said the Jan. 30 vote 
could only take place "if first and foremost se- 
curity improves." 

By early January, the United States is to in- 
crease the number of troops to about 150,000 
from 138,000, the highest number since it de- 
clared an end to major combat in Iraq. The aim 
isto ensure the election process nans smoothly. 

"The weekend attacks mainly members of 
the Iraqi security forces, the US-led forces and 
their allies. 

On Sunday, 17 Iraqis working for the US mili- 
tary in Saddam Hussein's hometown of Tikrit 
were killed when men in two pickup trucks 
raked their minibuses with a hail of bullets, while 
three Iraqi national guardsmen, including a re 
gional commander, were killed in a car bombing 
near the ой refinery town of Baiji, north of Tikrit. 

At least six US troops also killed in attacks 
over three days, Including two Marines killed 
оп Friday in the restive western Al-Anbar 
province, where Falluja and Ramadi are locat- 
ed, the US military said Monday. 

And in the bartle-scarred city of Falluja, the 
Iraqi Red Crescent said the US military had 
asked them to withdraw "for security rea- 
sons" until further notice, 

The US military said the IRC itself had de- 
cided to leave and requested a military escort 
out of the former rebel stronghold, where US 
and Iraqi forces "continue to conduct security 
‘operations so Falluja residents can return to a 
safe cirv" AFP 


Wenceslao Pescante, 56, a carpenter. It 
did not give his hometown but said he 
had been hit by several bullets but was 
notin critical condition. 

Saudi officials speaking on condition 
of anonymity, said some Indian and Su- 
danese employees of the consulate were 
taken hostage and later freed. 

There was no immediate claim of 
responsibility. Saudi officials have 
blamed al-Qaida operatives for attacks 
in the kingdom in the past two years. 

In Riyadh, US Embassy spokesper- 
son Carol Kalin said two local staff 
members were injured, but all Ameri- 
can staffers were safe and none had 
been taken hostage. In Washington, a 
state department official said several 
‘Americans did sustain minor injuries. 

‘The Saudi interior ministry statement 


said a “deviant bunch”—a reference 
to Islamic militants threw explosives 
at the gate of the consulate, then en- 
tered. Saudi security forces killed 
“three aggressors, and two were cap- 
tured after they were hit," it said. 

‘A Saudi official said the attackers 
took several hostages, mostly Su- 
danese and Indian, just inside a 
gate at the consulate where people 
come to get their visas. 

‘The compound is surrounded by 
walls at least 3 meters high and 
topped with barbed wire. 

Saudi security officials said the 
assailants shot at security guards at 
the consulate's gate, then set off an 
explosion—using either а car bomb 
or grenades—and then got into the 
compound. 


Ukraine leader rejects 
election reform demands 


KIEV—Ukraine’s outgoing Presi- 
dent Leonid Kuchma on Monday 
rejected reforming the country’s 
flawed election laws on terms set 
by the opposition ahead of a re- 
run of the ex-Soviet state's rigged 
vote later this month. 

He spoke as Ukraine faced a dird 
week of turmoil after presidential 
hopeful Viktor Yushchenko tok 
supporters to keep up streer pres- 
зше on the Moscow- backed author- 
ities with mass rallies and a block- 
ade of government buildings. 

‘The opposition, emboldened by 
а Supreme Court ruling that the 
rigged Мом. 21 election should be 
restaged, wants Kuchma to fire his 
premier—who officially won the 
now discredited vore—and con- 
duct election reform before they 
agree to constitutional changes to 
curb presidential powers. 

“Lam ready for further steps to 
lift this unmotivated tension so 1 
propose once again looking at the 
whole packet of bills to change. 
the election law and on changing 
the constitution," Kuchma told а 
government meeting, forced by 
the protests to convene at his resi- 
dence just outside the capital. 

"T would be prepared to sign them 


into law after they are adopted.” 

A rowdy parliamentary session 
оп Saturday was adjourned after 
proYushchenko members re- 
fused to vote on the two issues in 
a single vote. 

The opposition says it will curb 
presidential powers after the Dec. 
26 election. It says the bill before 
parliament on Saturday had been 
anamemptto neuter the post ahead 
of Yushchenkos likely victory, 

On Sunday Yushchenko told tens 
of thousands of supporters who have 
massed in the center of Kiev for wo 
weeks not to lift a blockade of gov- 
cemment offices until Kuchma fired 
Prime Minister Viktor Yanukovich 
and rook steps to ensure a fair vote. 


As both sides in the conflict ratch-_ 


ered up the pt the presidents 
of Poland and Lithuania and a top 
official from Russia were expected in 
Kiev for fresh mediation апетр. 
With Russia and the West at 
odds over the crisis, it was not 


clear what the respective aims of 


the mediators were. 

Nor was it certain thar Yush- 
chenko, a Wester-leaning liberal 
who now holds the initiative in the 
criss, would meet them along with 
Kuchma and Yanukovich. Reuters 
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_ Join the BPI Family 
Savings Bank 


Get the chance to erase P100,000, 
P250,000, P500,000 


or even P1,000,000 
from your Happy Family Housing Loan! 


MECHANICS: 


1.Ай clients who акай of a BPI Family Savings Bank Happy Family Housing Loan, for а minimum loan 
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7. 
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Indonesia urges all faiths to rise up vs terror 


m 


YORYAKARTA, — Indonesia President 
Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono of Indonesia, 
the world’s most populous Muslim nation, 
called on all religioàs on Monday to rise up 
against terrorism and show that faith 
could bea force for peace. 

{Те former general, who took power 
in October, made the comments at the 
opening of an international religious 
conference aimed at sending a mess 
of-moderation in the regions battle 
against violent religious radicalism. 

Participants from 13 countries ranged 
from Buddhist monks in orange robes to 
Muslim muftis and Catholic cardinal 
Jews, Protestants, Hindus and Confu- 
cionists were also on hand. 

But one key regional player, Malaysia, 
was absent as the meeting opened, and 
‘organizers said not to expect too much 
too soon from the two-day meeting, d 
spite Yudhoyono's ringing words. 

“We should rise up and demonstrate that 


prayers by religious leaders from 10 differ- 
ent faiths in the ancient royal capital of Yo- 
gyakarta in Indonesia's Muslim heartland. 

"To my mind, terrorism today must be 
regarded as the enemy of all religions. In. 
the end the forces of light, reason and 
hope must overpower the forees of dark- 
ness, despair and violence.” 

Indonesia has been hit in recent years by 
dashes between Christians and Muslims 
and by a series of bloody bombings blamed 
on Jemaah Islamiah, а Southeast Asian mil- 
itant Islamic group linked to al-Qaida and 
blamed for attacks throughout the region. 

‘The deadliest blasts ripped through 
nightclubs on the resort island of Bali in 
October 2002, killing 202 people. 

‘Australian Foreign Minister Alexander 
Downer and Indonesian counterpart Hassan 
Wirajuda are co-hosting the Intemational 
Dialogue on Interfaith Cooperation, orga- 
nized by the foreign ministries of the two 
countries and Indonesia's second-largest 
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“A terrible perversion of religion, with 
а violent face, threatens moderate be- 
lievers and moderate states in both the 
East and the West,” Downer said in a 
speech at the opening. 

Australian tourists were the main victims. 
of the Bali blasts, while in September of this 
year a car bomb attack outside the country’s 
embassy in Jakarta killed 10 people. 

More than 100 religious and community 
leaders and interfaith experts from Aus- 
tralia, New Zealand, Papua New Guinea, 
East Timor and members of the Association 
of Southeast Asian Nations are delegates at 
the forum, held ata luxury hotel resort. 

In Southeast Asia the predominanty 
Christian Philippines has been fighting Islam- 
ic rebels for decades, while largely Buddhist 
‘Thailand is struggling to cope with an increa- 
singly restive and violent Muslim minority 

But no delegates from Asean member 
Malaysia, a Muslim country whose na- 
tionals have been among the leaders of vi- 
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ah, were present as the meeting opened, 

‘Organizers said their absence 
surprise and expressed hope they 
still show up. 

And while Yudhoyono and the foreign 
ministers condemned terrorism repeatedly 
in their talks, Muhammadiyah chairman 
Syafi Ma'ari's speech did not use the word, 
although itendorsed religious harmony and 
tolerance and interfaith efforts for peace. 

The 30-million strong group's deputy 
head, Din Syamsuddin, told reporters 
the conference aimed not just to fight 
terrorism, but also a host of ills, from 
poverty to ignorance and HIV AIDS. 

Yudhoyono said he hoped there would be. 
a "move toward the establishment of a per- 
manent forum" including more countries. 

Downer said he did not necessarily antic- 
ipate a strong, specific joint statement from 
the meeting, but the start ofa process. 

“I think just the one meeting is going 
to have relatively limited impact,” he 


religion is a force for peace,” he said after Muslim organization, Muhammadiyah. olent militant groups like Jemaah Islami- said. Reuters 


45M kids may 
die becausė of 
broken pledges, 
Oxfam says 


LONDON—About 45 million children around 
the world will die in the next decade bec: 

rich countries have failed to meet their aid 
promises, humanitarian agency Oxfam said 
on Monday. 


poorest children are paying for 
policies on aid and debt with their 
said Oxfam director Barbara Stocking. 

Ina report titled “Paying the Price,” the British 
aid agency said countries like United States, Ger- 
many and Japan had reneged on pledges made 
in 1970 to make available 0.7 percent of th 
gross national income (GND in aid and as a re- 
sultup to 45 milion children would die by 2015. 

“Thirty-four years on none of the G8 mem- 
bers have reached this target and many have 
not even set a timetable,” it said. 

‘The aid budgets of rich nations are half 
what they were in 1960, Oxfam said, while 
poor countries are having to cough up $100 
million a day in debt repayments. 

For rich countries this is not about chari- 

rit is about justice,” Stocking said. “As rich 

countries get richer, they're giving less and 
less. This is a scandal that must stop.” 

British Prime Minister Tony Blair has 
pledged to put the environment and Africa at 
the top of the agenda for the year Britain is 
head of the G8 group of industrialized nations. 

Oxfam has urged him to use that-time to 
correct the critical imbalance. 

“Oxfam is calling British Prime Minister Tony 
Blair to use all his negotiating power in 2005 to 
deliv 
debt and doubl 
er trade justice and make trade fair,” it said. 

‘The United Nations is committed to halv. 
ing world poverty by 2015, but to date js mak- 
ing painfully slow progress toward that goal. 

Oxfam said the United States was giving 
just 0.14 percent of GNI in aid—one-tenth of 
‘what itspent on invading Iraq—and much aid 
from the European Union arrived a year late. 

It said US aid would not hit the target to 
halve world poverty until 2040, 
would not hit it until 2087. 

Japan was actually cutting its aid budget. 

The report comes as the United Nation's 
children's rights organization Unicef prepares 
to release its annual report on the state of the 
world's children on Thursday and as a leading 

al journal accused it of misdirecting its 
efforts. Reuters 
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Australian mother 
who drowned baby 
avoids prison term 


MELBOURNE, Australia—A mother who 
drowned her 5-week-old baby while suffering 
postnatal depression was spared of a prison 
sentence Monday after an Australian judge 
said her case called for mercy. 

Judge Murray Kellam told the Victoria state 
Supreme Court in the state capital Melbourne 
the community's interests would not be 
served by sending 32-year-old Leanne 
Michelle Azzopadi to prison, after she plead- 

sd guilty to infanticide. 

Instead, he released her with an order to be 
supervised by a prison department of 
18 months, and tê continue to receive р 
arric treatment. 

The court heard that baby Hayley Jade 
Azzopadi was found floating in the bath at 
the family home in Melbourne on July 18 
last year. 

Kellam said Azzopadi had invented a story 
about an armed man breaking into her home, 
binding and gagging her, then drowning her 
child. But she later made а full confession. 

Her lawyer, Duncan Allen, told the court 
Monday she killed her child while she was 
mentally unbalanced, She was depressed, ex- 
hausted and “plagued by an oppressive sense 
of hopelessness,” Allen said. 
гараа МӘ “Thisisa case which calls fora merciful dis- 

m"— T эмина position," the judge said 
я — m Azzopadi separated from her husband after 
the killing. АР 
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At 35, princess 
decides to wed 


TOKYO—Still single at age 35, Princess 
Sayako was an icon for the generation of 
young Japanese women who, despite being 

mominiously cast into the “loser” category, 
have not married. 

But next year, Sayako, the daughter of Em- 
peror Akihito, will marry Yoshiki Kuroda, a 
39-year-old employee in the Tokyo govern- 
‘ment’s city planning department. When news 
of the engagement was leaked recently, i 
brought cheers from Japanese who had 
watched her reply, on her birthday every April 
18, that, no, she was not getting married yet. 

Her engagement reflected the choices 
Japanese women are increasingly making, but 
it also underlined enduring social restrictions. 
After her wedding, the princess, unlike her old- 
er brothers, will have to leave the royal family 
and become a commoner, in keeping with the 
tradition of brides joining their husbands’ 
households. Her children will have no rights of 
succession to the Japanese throne. 

Still, her choice was applauded by women 
here. 

"She's wonderful because she has waited 
until she became 35 years old and then found 
the best person at the best time for her," said 
‘Yuko Matsumoto, an author who writes about 
social and gender issues. “I assume that she 
had been pressured to marry when she was 25 
or 30 years old.” 

Indeed, the princess, back in her 20s, was 
presented with many potential candidates, 
according to the Japanese news media. But 
nothing clicked. She chose instead to lead the 
unusual life of a bachelorette princess, engag- 
ing in her official duties and pursuing her in- 
terests in ornithology. (The kingfisher was of 
particular interest.) New York Times 
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'Taming typhoons 


“lt (Hurricane Isabelle) reminds me of Cleopatra... Really pretty, but 
kind of sinister." American scientist Hugh Willoughby while admiring 
а swirling blue-gray satellite image of "Isabelle" which killed 17 and 
caused billions of dollars in damage in September 2003. 


Ves from the top or in satellite images, ty- 


hoons, the Pacific counterparts of North America's 
„hurricanes, may truly be beautiful, but they certain- 
ly areivery deadly and destructive. The typhoon is one of 
nature's most awesome meteorological 

EDITORIAL phenomena. 

ў Filipinos are very familiar with the 
death and destruction caused by typhoons. Because the 
Philippines lies right smack in their path, Filipinos have 
almost become inured to seeing 20 to 25 tropical storms 
hit thé country every year. They've become so accus- 
tomeg to typhoons that sometimes they fail to adequately 
prepare for it. 

But we have to think seriously about typhoons and how 
they сап be deflected or moderated. And how can we cope. 
with the awesome, elemental forces of nature? Sometime 
аро, before martial law, a congressman introduced a mea- 
sure that became popularly known as “a bill seeking to abol- 
ish typhoons.” It was laughed at in public forums and 
laugfiéd ош of Congress. Actually, it had a serious intention: 
itsought to start studies to mitigate the effects of typhoons. 

Now weather modification, and specifically the deflec- 
tion or moderation of hurricanes and tropical storms, is 
the object of serious scientific studies. One of those en- 
gaged in such studies is American scientist Hugh 
Willoughby, He believes hurricane mitigation represents 
the next frontier of knowledge in meteorology. Forecasting 
is already far more sophisticated than it was 20 years ago. 

The immediate challenge is preparing for hurricanes 
and trying to minimize devastation. Researchers have dis- 
covered that some simple adjustments like planting certain 
trees and using certain nails in construction can make a big 
difference in the level of damage caused by a hurricane. 

Another researcher, Ross N. Hoffman, and his team are in- 
vestigating how they could nudge hurricanes into more be- 
nign paths or otherwise defuse them. Successful computer 
simulations of hurricanes carried out the past few years sug- 
gest tat modification could some day be feasible, he said. 

In one experiment, Project Stormfury, researchers tried 
to tame hurricanes using cloud-seeding techniques which 
at that time (the 1960s) was the only practical way to af- 
fect Weather. The project sought to slow the development 
of a hurricane by augmenting precipitation in the first 
rain band outside the eye wall—the ring of clouds and 
highiwinds that encircle the eye of the storm. The Storm- 
fury results were at best ambiguous and similar experi- 
ments have not been tried since. 

What makes the research into hurricanes and typhoons 
very difficult is their high degree of unpredictability. The 
atmosphere's great sensitivity to tiny influences and the 
rapid compounding of small errors in weather-forecast- 
ing models are what make long-range forecasting (more 
than, five days in advance) extremely difficult. We all 
know how imperfect weather forecasts are. 

Still, the application of chaos theory and the use of 
computer simulation may yet offer hope that some day 
weather modification, and particularly the mitigation of 
the fury of typhoons, may become a reality. (A chaotic 
system is one that appears to behave randomly but is in 
fact governed by rules, Hoffman says.) 

‘The Philippines is one of several countries that would 
benefit greatly from typhoon mitigation research. In the 
pastilO years, 4,274 persons have been killed, 7,602 in- 
jured. and about 3 million left homeless by typhoons. 
These storms have caused almost P70 billion in damage 
to public and private property and crops. 

icol and Eastern Visayas, which lie directly in the path 
of typhoons, are among our poorest regions. The govern- 
ment:and the people seem to be engaged forever in a 
Sisyhean struggle in these areas: this year they repair 
the damage caused by typhoons to infrastructure and the 
following year they are destroyed again by even more 
powerful storms, 

‘Typhoons are a great and recurring obstacle to the 
country's economic development. Academic and scientif- 
ic ingtitutions and Congress would be doing the country a 
lot qf good if they could convince other countries that ex- 
peritrjce a lot of typhoons and hurricanes, like the United 
Statps, Japan, Taiwan and Hong Kong, to undertake a 
joint research on the taming of these terrible, awesome 
‘and destructive giants of nature. 
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FEW noticed the songwriter's obituary, stashed 
below the fold of a newspaper's inside page a 
few days back. But this note on an obscure lyri- 
cists passing, just when “Ang Pasko Ay 
Sumapirs" lilting lines ring out again, evoked 
images of Christmas past. 

Опе was the Nativity Day Mass, then ending at 
the graceful Thai-style church on Bangkok's Ru- 
amrudde Lane. Suddenly the choir leader leapt to 
his feet. "Before you leave,” he told the surprised 
congregation, “may we sing for you a Filipino car- 
ol?” With overseas Filipino workers as lead musi- 
cians, the choir then belted out one of our proba- 
bly best known carols: “Ang Pasko ay sumapit/ 
Tayo na at magsiawit..." Its an exuberant carol. 
Listeners are drawn in with the singers. 

Swedes, Thais, Australians, Germans, Nige- 
rians, Samoans and others clapped along as 
the choir sang: "Nang si KristoY isilang / May 
tatlong hari nagsidalaw..." 

Holy Redeemer parish serves ап internation- 
al flock. Built in the early 1950s by Redemp- 
torist Fathers on what were Bangkok rice pad- 
dies, the church is now surrounded by skyscrap- 
ers. But that Christmas Day, few in the congre- 
gration knew—or particularly cared—thar they 
were singing the “hijacked” adaptation of а 
1933 Cebuano dayegon or carol: "Kasadya Ning 
Taknaa’” (How Joyful Is this Season). 

Composer Vicente Rubi jotted down the mu- 
sic for а new dayegon to be presented at a 
Christmas festival. Then Panorama Magazine 
writer Alex Dacanay recalls that Rubi sought 
out Mariano Vestil to do the lyrics. Their 
“Kasadya” dayegon won hands down. 

Today, wherever Cebuano is spoken—in Bo- 
hol, Negros Oriental, Southern Leyte, North- 
em Mindanao, Cebu and elsewhere—carolers 
still sing the same infectious beat that Rubi and 
Vestil blended 71 years ago. “Bualahan ang 
tagbalay/nga gi awitan (Blessed are the homes. 
‘where carols are sang).” 

But singing this Cebuano dayegon in the 
overwhelming Buddhist city was bitter-sweet, 
at least for some Visayans in the pews. Italians 
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call this joy-laced-pain "chiaroscuro." Among 
others, injustice evokes that feeling 

“The books of antiquity of every people and 
culture are filled with that restless human 
search,” the theologian Catalino Arevalo 
notes. “One thinks of the words from Aeschy- 
lus which Robert Kennedy loved: And even in 
our sleep, pain that cannot forget falls drop by 
drop upon the heart.” 

Did that Christmas group include Filipino 
United Nations officers like the econometrician 
Edmundo Prantilla of Davao and Bohols 
Emesto Pernia, later Asian Development Bank 
economist? 1 don't recall now. But Dr. Jose 
Abueva, by then, had moved on to the United 
Nations University in Tokyo. He was later to be- 
come University ofthe Philippines president. 

‘That Christmas, his international vessel 
docked at Klong Toey. So, Capt. Ariston Roxas 
was there together with his wife, Justin, princi- 
pal of Bangkok's Mary Poppins kindergarten. 
So were engineer Noel Bersabe and his physi- 
cian-wife, Jing. 

“Its the supremest of ironies іп a country 
that boasts of the longest celebration of Christ- 
mas," editor Jullie Yap Daza wrote ín 1978. 
"But not a trace of effort has been made to at- 
tribute the beloved carol ‘Ang Pasko Ay 
Sumapit to its author Vicente D. Rubi." 

When Daza wrote that, Rubi was an old im- 
poverished widower. Until he was confined in 
а hospital ward, "Nong Inting" would shuffle 
to his door to teach startled carolers, some- 
times kids banging tin-cup tambourines, how 
tosing his dayegon. 

Rubi and Vesii's саго! had been hijacked 


for P150 by a record company. Nong Inting, 

who died in 1980, was “denied what was due 

him in royalties,” Daza added. As Shake- 

speare's King Lear puts it, "I am a man/More 
med against than sinning,” 

Record companies conned the carol's au- 
thors over the years with legal dodges. That's 
par for the course in d country where court ver- 
dicts on dictators and their plunder are sapped 
by a never-ending spiral of motions. "I can de- 
lay this case for at least five years" boasted an 
abogado de campanilla after Edsa I. 

‘Twenty-four years after Rubi's death, as his 
obituary notes, the lyricist Vestil went to his 
grave, also bereft of benefits and recogni- 
tion—although their dayegon continues to re- 
sound, albeit in forms that Rubi and Vesti nev- 
er sought. Does it ultimately matter? "I have 
‘written your name in the palm of my hand," an 
Advent reading from Isaiah says. 

But those who crassly exploited the talented 
dayegon musician and lyricist have kindred 
spirits here: in the cartel that flogged an oner- 
ous levy on coconut farmers; in loggers who 
triggered those flash floods or generals who 
fiddled with soldiers’ skimpy retirement bene- 
fits. These are the "Napoleons of crime,” Sir 
‘Arthur Conan Doyle muses. 

In Charles Dickens 1843 classic "A Christ- 
mas Carol,” the miser Scrooge dismisses what 
Vestil and Rubi celebrated as “Humbug!” But 
Christmas is not tinsel, reindeers, shattered di- 
ers, etc. a Bangkok Post feature noted. It is 
"about а Child... who healed the sick, fed the 
hungry, showed compassion, taught that one 
should lay down life for friends—and did so. 
He also gave answers to basic questions, such 
as death that confront ordinary mortal like us." 
That's why it is a “feast of luminous images 
that hint at all manner of communication." 

Christmas" unique grace is that both carol 
writer and carol thief can say with shepherds 
and kings: “Let us go to Bethlehem and see 
what the Lord has made known to us. 

E-mail: juan_mercado@pacific.net ph 


The problem is legal logging 


1 HEARD it in the news at the height of the 
storm, when Dingalan yielded up corpses on. 
the shore, along the riverbanks and down the. 
slopes of mountains. A congressman pro- 
posed the death penalty for illegal loggers. П- 
legal logging, he said, was clearly a heinous 
crime. The people who dealt in ic deserved 
nothing less than execution. 

‘Some days later, GMA herself admitted the 
deaths in Quezon weren't just an act of God 
butan act of man, and called as well for harsh 
punishment to be meted out to illegal loggers. 
What happened in Quezon happened because 
the trees that sucked the water in the hilltops 
‘were gone, cut off by illegal loggers. While at 
that, she said, the NPA was to blame for that 
pass. They were among, if the not the chief 
member, of the growing tribe of illegal loggers 
їп the area. Having lost their funding from 
abroad and no longer able to compel local of- 
ficials and businessmen to pay “revolutionary 
taxes," they had resorted to illegal logging. 

egal logging was clearly the culprit, Pros- 
pero Nograles said also. The problem lay sim- 
ply in implementing our environmental laws, 
which are plentiful. If the authorities would 
only run after the ilegal loggers, we would not 
be having problems with the environment. If 
only the cops and soldiers would confiscate the 
illegal logs coming their way, places like Real, 
Infanta and Dingalan would not have experi- 
enced the kind of devastation they just had. 

Notatall. 

Maybe the NPA has gone into illegal log- 
ging forthe reasons GMA and Eduardo Ermita 
cite—chat is not improbable. They went into 
counterfeiting in the 1980s, with disastrous 
results, But their contribution to the disap- 
pearance of the trees in this country, particu- 
larly in the Quezon and Aurora areas, is at 
best marginal. As is the contribution of the il- 
legal loggers who operate in the wake of the 
legal ones. These are essentially small wood- 
cutters who do not have the equipment to 
hew down big trees, let alone entire forests. 
Indeed. who often vav “rovalties” (read tone) 
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to the legal timber licensees го carry out their 
fringe kaingin and woodcutting activities. 

Blaming the illegal loggers for what haj 
pened in Dingalan, Real and Infanta is like 
blaming the pickpockets in Cubao for the 
crime situation in Metro Manila, Running after 
the illegal loggers for the ferocious ravaging of 
this country Б like running after the Muslims in 
Quiapo to solve the problem of piracy in Asia. 
Itis selective perception of mind-boggling pro- 
portions. No, it is self-inflicted blindness. 

‘The figures in Dingalan show so. It was the 
commercial — loggers—completely — legal 
ones—who razed down its forests over the 
past several decades. When logging was tem- 
porarily stopped in 1995, after 50 years of re- 
lentless tree-cutting, 90 percent of Dingalan's 
forest cover had already disappeared. It had 
only 2 percent ofits old-growth trees left. It did 
nor help that Dingalan Bay became the site of 
US-RP war games over several years, an exer- 
cise that treated ecological conservation along 
with imaginary terrorists as the enemy. 

As Jerome Ignacio of the IRDF reports, log- 
ging in the area was revived in 2000, when Er- 
aps goon in the DENR, Antonio Cerilles, 
signed a “provisional ECC" entitling Green Cir- 
cle Properties and Resources to log on 27,851 
hectares of land, with an annual allowable cut- 
ting volume of 22,645 cubic meters of wood 
from 447 hectares. This means more than 600 
10-wheelers full of logs rumbling down the 
mountains every year, GCPR is the one compa- 
ny that has been responsible for stripping that 
place naked and by all the laws of God and 
man should be haled to court long ago for it. 

‘This contravened, as Ienacio points out, an 


earlier DENR study that said Dingalan would be 
shooting itself in the head to cut more trees, 
though it said this of course in more scientific 
language. Cerilles’ order stood till last week. It 
‘was not rescinded despite the furious importun- 
ing of folk from Dingalan, who have camped 
outon the DENR grounds on Visayas Avenue re- 
peatedly, led by the former bishop of the prela- 
ture, Julio Labayen, himself. And it was not re- 
scinded until GMA beheld hundreds of bodies. 
of men, women, and especially children, buried 
in the mud or floating inthe sea. The product of 
monumental apathy and cynicism. 

Шева! loggers? Wrong target, Ma'am. The 
criminals are perfectly legal ones. 

‘The NPA does not have 10-wheeler trucks 
thar pass with impunity through checkpoints, 
leaving behind only cigarette money for those 
manning them, Neither do the indigenous folk 
who have only their bare shoulders—they 
don't even have earabaos—to haul firewood to 
their clearings. What implementation and law 
enforcement are we talking about? How can 
you arrest and jail people who have permits to 
carry out their criminal activities? 

‘The deaths in Dingalan, Real and Infanta 
were not wrought by the hand of God, they 
were wrought by the hand of greed. We want 
to stop these tragedies from happening—and 
by God it's time we did—we stop kidding our- 
selves that the problem is illegal loggers. That 
is not the problem. The problem is the refusal 
of this government to recognize that this 
country's ecosystem, which was already frag- 
ile to begin with, has become brittle from un- 
relenting abuse. The problem is a corrupt gov- 
ernment, particularly in the form of officials 
in the РЕМА, who turn criminality into ratio- 
пайку, who turn law into an instrument of 
murder, The problem is commercial logging, 
which remains unabated to this day, its logs 
raining death on those who live at the foot of 
the mountains in the howling wind, 

The problem is not illegal loggers, it is legal 
loggers. The bodies of the dead should indict 
them to hell. ё 
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MALACANANG and Congress are trying to con- 
tain the horrible damage caused by illegal log- 
ging in Aurora, Quezon and Nueva Ecija and set 
reforms in motion, after the President suspend- 
ed all logging activities. One immediate step 
should be to augment the security force in our 
fast-disappearing forests by increasing the num- 
ber of forest rangers. As former Environment 
Secretary Heherson Alvarez stressed, the ratio is 
only about one forest ranger per 25 hectares of 
forests, and they have no means to move 
around. Hence the illegal loggers and the impov- 
erished local people they enlist have free run of 
the forests. The dire lack of manpower to protect 
our remaining forests provides a good chance 
for our Congress members to utilize their pork 
barrel in а meaningful way. Let them augment 
the forest security forces in their own districts. 
I's obvious that government alone cannot 
tect our forests, especially if political will 
в lacking. The communities have to come in 
and help preserve these resources for posteri- 
y Local officials, the churches, business com- 
munity, NGOs and schools have to get in- 
volved. For if the citizenry is indifferent, then 
unscrupulous businessmen and their politi- 
cal patrons will continue to have a field day. 
Ennobling was the example of the 10 baran- 
gay captains of Gen. Nakar, Quezon, who hand- 
Carried to former Environment Secretary Elisea 
болоп their letter last April 27, 2004, exposing 
unabated legal logging in their toum. In atach; 
ing their signatures to the petition, they exposed 
themselves to possible reprisal from powerful 
vested interests. They are very much today’s 
heroes and new anti illegal logging czar Victor 
Corpus should enlist them in his team. The gal- 
lant 10 are Ariel ауле, Samuel Borreo, Domin- 
go Oliva, David M. Prudente, Jose Bobes, Carlito 
Vargas, Roberto Ritual, Fabian Villareal, Elino 
Miras and Lorenzo Abordo. 
Justice Artemio Panganiban penned the Dec. 
1 Supreme Court decision allowing wholly for- 
eign-owned companies to explore and develop 
our mining resources. Interestingly, he was one 
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of the five justices who dissented with the ma- 
jority when the Court ruled in January that for- 
‘eign participation in the form of “service con- 
tracts” was illegal and struck down the Mining 
Law of 1995 as unconstitutional. 

This is not the first time Panganiban started 
out asa dissenter only to become the majority 
ponente by force of argument and logic. Some 
of the other celebrated cases he convincingly 
argued were those: 1) declaring the coconut 
levy to be public funds; 2) reserving the party- 
list system for the poor and marginalized; 3) 
reviving criminal charges against Herminio 
Disini in connection with the billion-dollar 
Bataan nuclear power plant, and 4) invalidat- 
ing the Comelec automation of the elections. 

When I first heard the idea of an Asian Union 
modeled after the European Union, found it hard 
to contemplate how our region, with its diverse 
cultures and political systems and structures, as 
‘well as the vast disparities in economic develop- 
ment, could begin to absorb the concept of eco- 
nomic and political integration. If it was tough for 
Europe, it would be far tougher for Asia. 

But miracles do happen. Asia was thrust into 
such a momentous threshold with the approval 
in Islamabad, Pakistan, last week by the Associa 
tion of Asian Parliaments for Peace (AAPP) of 
Speaker Jose de Venecia's proposal to convert 
that body into the Asian Parliamentary Assem- 
bly (APA). If the timetable approved by the 
AAPP is followed, in five years’ time the APA 
could begin to be operational. It hopes to inte- 
grate the various parliaments of Asia, from 
"Tokyo to Istanbul, in its first serious experiment 
with building a common parliament, represent- 
ing 60 percent of the world's population. 
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‘The triumph of De Venecia's vision could not 
have come at a more propitious time. For 10 
gs he fought for this parliamentary assem- 

ly at the Southeast Asian level. Each time he 
and his co-architect, Cebu Rep. Antonio Cuen- 
со, ran into a roadblock called Singapore. At 
the AAPP level, however, JDV's woes did not. 
m long. LA with a feasibility study 
joint House of Representa- 
tives and the Hanns Seidel Foundation, JDV ar- 

зей at the recent 5th AAPP General Assembly 

iat "the time is ripe” for Asia to consider eco- 
nomic and political integration. After the as- 
semblies in China in 2002 and in Manila in 
2003, the 32 member-parliaments represent- 
ed in Islamabad fully embraced his vision of 
integration and approved an interim secretari- 
atto work on the. from Manila. 


ЛМ was quick to qualify that integration will 
by step, not in quantum leaps, and 
built according to the Asian model, even as its 
template will be the European experience. 
Launched 55 years ago, today the European 
Union has been expanded to 25 countries with a 
common currency and a constitution that's in 
the midst of ratification. The work of "harmoniz- 
ing Asia's growing interdependence only an 
Asia-wide legislature, a ‘true Asian parliament, 
сап undertake,” he argued. Surprisingly, support 
for his vision was wide. Pakistani Premier 
Shaukat Aziz expressed approval when JDV 
called on him at Islamabad, while the incumbent 
AAPP president, who succeeded JDV, Pakistani 
Speaker Chaudhry Amir Hussain, called its ap- 
proval “a great moment for Asian democracy.” 
Cuenco summed up the RP delegation’s senti- 
ment thus, “This is a moral, political and diplo- 
matic victory for the Philippines, for the House 
of Representatives and for Speaker De Venecia." 
The path to APA may be long and arduous. It. 
will need the greatest efforts of Asia's statesmen 
and visionaries to build it upon the greatest 
hopes and aspirations of the Asian peoples. But 
SDV should already feel good being referred to 
as the "architect and father” of Asian integra- 
Чоп. 


A night on the desert 


РЕ2—Опе thing I did not expect of Morocco was 
the cold weather. As our bus drove into this an- 
ient city last night, 1 looked out the window to 
check what people were wearing. To my dismay, 
‘everyone was wearing a jacket or coat or the Mo- 
roccan jellabah, a long woolen robe with a pointed 
hood that makes the men look like creatures out of 
“Star Wars." At this time of year, Morocco can be 
chilly, especially once the sun sets, and out in the 
Sahara Desert, itcan be downright freezing. 

Every school child knows that out on the 
desert, the days are searing hot and the nights 
freezing cold. But even when our itinerary indi- 
cated that we would be spending а night on the 
Sahara, sleeping in Berber-style tents, ! couldn't 

шге believe it would be necessary to pack winter 
clothing, and so made do with pajamas, thick 
socks and a sweater. Boy, was I wrong. 

We left Marrakesh Wednesday, drove south- 
‘wards following the "Kasbah Trail,” spent а night 
at the magnificent Hotel Berber Palace in Ошагта- 
zate, then drove further south to Erfoud. From this 
town, we got off the bus and boarded 4x4 vehicles 
for a bumpy, winding drive through the desert to 
the sand dunes of Merzouga where our encamp- 
ment lay, just 15 kms. from the border of Algeria. 

Our guide Aziz worried that we would not 
make it to our camp in time to travel by camel up 
to the highest dunes to catch what he promised 
would be a breathtaking sunset. Instead, our dusty 
convoy made a brief stop on a sandy hillside, just 
in time to allow us to alight and catch the setting 
sun wash the nearby dunes a golden amber. 

BY THE TIME we arrived at Merzouga, the wind 
had turned the air near-freezing. There was 
hardly time to appreciate the Berber musicians 
who welcomed us by the entrance to the en- 
campment, all dressed in white and each play- 
ing an instrument consisting of rows of brass. 
plates which they shook in syneopated rhythm. 

Our tents were low and dark inside. They 
consisted of heavy woolen rugs held up by 
wooden posts, and to my relief 1 found our 
beds were fairly thick and firm, and came with 
heavy woolen blankets stretched snugly 
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across the mattress. The tents were arranged 
in a semi-circle, the open area likewise cov- 
егей by rugs. At one end lay our roofed dining 
area where a bonfire mercifully blazed. At the 
other end was the outhouse, two chemical toi- 
Jets and an improvised washstand. Welcome to 
the tourist version of Berber life! 

We shuffled our huddled forms to the dining 
area for dinner, which consisted of round Mo- 
roccan bread, lentil soup, couscous and chicken, 
a tajine (the Moroccan cooking implement with 
а pointed cover that makes for excellent stews) 
oflamb, potatoes and carrots, and dessert of ap- 
ples, oranges and the tiny sweet oranges called 
Clementines. All the while the Berber troupe 
continued to serenade us, after first putting on a 
show of music and energetic dancing, which 
could be called the Berber version of hiphop. 
CHILLED to the bone, most of us headed straight 
for the tents and our warm beds. Over dinner, І 
found out that “all the Asians,” meaning Zubeida 
Mustafa from Pakistan, Mohammad Shahjahan 
from Bangladesh, Ramesh Jaura who is from In- 
dia but has lived for decades in Germany, and 
even my roommate Martha Swai from Tanzania, 
had decided that camping was not for them and 
elected to sleep in a small hotel about a kilometer 
away. Not knowing 1 had an alternative, 1 had 
ended up as the only person from a warm climate 
braving a night on the desert. 

Hastily putting on my pajamas, layered over 
with whatever pieces of clothing | had brought 
with me, I crawled under the heavy blankets. I 
wondered if I should take time for my nightly rit 
uals, but once cocooned beneath the blankets, I 


couldn't summon the will to jump out of them in- 
tothe cold air. 

would come to regret this later in the night, as 

tossed and turned and tried to cover every cen- 
timeter of raised blanket that somehow allowed 
fingers of cold to come creeping in. I also had to 
pee—desperately. When I couldn't stand it any 
longer, I said to hell with it and threw the warm 
covers off me. It was three in the morning, and, 
armed with a flashlight and a full bladder, Î sped 
across the rug-covered ground. Were those sinis- 
ter cats lining the path to the outhouse? No, they 
жеге Moroccan lamps, which had been litto guide 
our way but were now dark, cat-like shapes. 
AT DAWN, I found the other occupants of our 
tent had all signed up for the camel ride to the 
highest dunes to catch the sunrise. Ever since а 
traumatic horse ride in my childhood, 1 have 
shunned getting aboard any animal taller than 
me, but 1 did want to have a picture taken with 
acamel. 

‘The camels were simply marvelous, placid 
and regal, and bore their burdens with a quiet 
dignity. “Madam from the Philippines, are you 
afraid of camels?” inquired a Berber guide. 
"Yes! Lam afraid!” I replied, setting him off on 
atorrent of amused guffaws. 

‘Those of us who stayed behind contented 
ourselves with viewing the sunrise on a dune 
beside the encampment, catching our breath 
as the sunlight sent shadows chasing across 
the undulating sand. As we shivered in the bit- 
ter cold morning air, the same Berber mur- 
mured: “You feel cold? But it is only for one 
night. I have lived here all my life!" That must 
have been his bid for sympathy, because he lat- 
er tried to sell us overpriced fossils. 

When the camel riders returned, they were 
just in time for our Berber breakfast of bread 
and fried Moroccan pancakes (closely resem- 
bling chapattis) taken with fragrant honey. We 
all agreed it was truly a once-in-a-lifetime ex- 
perience. I have spent a night on the desert, 
and while I'll never forget it, it's something 1 
have no wish of doing again. 


How a nation progresses 


HOW does а nation progress? Certainly not by 
turning a blind eye to illegal activities that result in 
the deaths of thousands of Filipinos, Nor only is 
this not the first time (remember Leyte?) but we 
all seem to know it won't be the last either. No, a 
mation doesn’t progress when one percent of the 
Population is affluent and the majority is mired in 
poverty—let me correct that: not just poverty, ab- 
ject misery: What was that idiotic news item about 
Filipinos being the happiest people around? Well, 

this is what it’s gotten us: a group living off the 
fat of the land and the rest dying in misery. 

Am I angry? Yes, I am, simply because this lat- 
est calamity should not have happened (again, 
and again and again). Granted we get the govern- 
ment we deserve and our leaders merely reflect 
us ("Cristo, maawa Ка.) Is not like we don't 
know that there is a need for discipline, a re-or 
entation of values and attitudes, but, and 1 ma 
tain, unless the leaders show the way it isn't gol 
to happen. Would you say that Lee Kwan Yew put 
the interests of his nation ahead of his own? 
‘Would you describe him as visionary leader who 
prodded his nation to progress? Now internalize 
and ask yourself who among our leaders dis- 
played these qualities? 

A friend of mine claims that a nation’s progress 
depends on human behavior (when people's atti- 
tudes turn into action), the quality of leadership. 
and the nation's natural resources. We can always 
excuse ourselves and state that ours are nearly 
depleted (guess who's to blame), but how to de- 
fend that excuse against Israel's achievement of 
making the desert bloom? 

Doesn't it drive you up the wall to think that in 
а democracy (if you accept that we've got one) 
elected leadership reflects what the people 
themselves habitually practice or tolerate"? And 
wow, are we gluttons for punishment! My friend 
further avers that the greatest obstacles to eco- 
nomic progress are non-economic in nature and 
depends on how people behave. There are atti- 


SENSE AND 
SENSIBILITY 


Bambi L. Harper 


tudes conducive to progress and by the looks of it 
we ain't got them. My friend quotes Gunnar 
Myrdal in his "Asian Drama" where “modernizing 
ideals" are listed. These are preconditions before 
a developing nation can grow: 

Frugality 

Diligence 

Efficiency 

Orderliness 

Punctuality 

‘Competitiveness 

Scrupulous honesty 

Energetic enterprise 

Maximum self-reliance 

Prepare-Iness for change 

Spirit of cooperativeness. 

Alertness to opportunities 

Rational decision-making process 

Organic, step-by-step development 

‘Taking the long-term point of view 

Being Christians (or so we keep claiming al- 
though evidence is mounting that it's one of those 
“pakitang tao" of ours), we're suppose to add god- 
liness and compassion to that list, or so our 
Catholic education was supposed to imbue in us. 
So excuse me while I roll my eyes and remember 
the latest man-made tragedy in Quezon Province 
and all the poor who perish yearly in those over- 
crowded sea-going coffins or even the people 
who live under the bridges along South Super- 
slow-way (among other calamities, despite an 
atrocious national debt our infrastructure sucks). 


‘And speaking of Christians, in the Nov. 29 issue 
of BusinessWeek, the Center on Philanthropy at 
Indiana University in a study discovered that 59 
percent of all philanthropic dollars in the US are 
contributed by families with household incomes 
of $100,000 or less (Le. lower and middle-in- 
come Americans). For instance, a man who lives 
оп $10,000 a year that he earns from shining 
shoes has contributed $90,000 over the course of 
many years to the Free Care Fund at the hospital 
of Ри One could hope that some of those 
dollars from the conversion funds went to charity, 
but you know, somehow, I doubt it. 

Eduardo Lachica has written that, "except for 
the brief life of the Commonwealth the Philip- 
pines didn't have a bureaucracy strong enough to 
fight off the rent-seekers or able to guide the 
economy Japanese-style to prosperity" At that 
time the bureaucracy was run smoothly and ef- 
fectively by middle-class technocrats with mid- 
dle-class values which they absorbed while eam- 
ing their US degrees as pensionados. Maybe we 
should ask the Americans to take some more Fil- 
ipinos to study in the US, The problem is, will 
they return or end up “making TNT," as they say? 

Well, people, in the end, its up to us. Should 
we adhere to the values that Gunnar Myrdal pro- 
posed? Do we zealously hold to account public 
servants who violate these tenets? (How's Maj. 
Gen. Carlos Garcia doing, by the way?) 

let me quote Ben Sanchez’s comment here: 
“Let us not forget the fundamental lesson derived 
from the economic progress achieved by other 
developing countries. Economic progress means 
economic change. And economic change requires 
changed behavior. Otherwise, a nation perishes.” 

(PS. Lets hear it from readers out there, List 
down the inimical habits we have that are opposed 
to the modernizing ideals mentioned above, 
Should keep us laughing till the New Year). 


Comments to bambiharper@yahoo.com 
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Certified Pinoy 


IDO not know what bothers me more: being a Filipino or not 
knowing what being Filipino means, It always horrifies me to 
think that those Fil-Ams, with their distinctive nasal twang! 
and distorted values, could possibly be worthy of being 
called truly Filipino, 

Somewhere I read that one is a certified Filipino if he dips. 
his bread in coffee, cuts up the spaghetti, points at something 
using his mouth, is 
never on time and of- 
fers a lot of excuses 
‘whenever he commits 
а mistake. But surely, 
being а Filipino 47/олейе Rocel Delleva » 
means more than 
that, doesn't it? 

The Filipino has 
spent the past few 
hundred years trying 
to be someone other 
than himself. Most of 
us grew up believing that anything of Filipino origin is pedes- 
trian and of poor quality. So here we are going around in our 
Mossimo shirts, Levis jeans and Nike shoes, strutting around 
with our Jansport backpacks and Sony Discmans and watch: 
ing the latest foreign flicks, All the while, our fellow humans 
in other countries have revised their dictionaries and defined 
the Filipinos as “domestic helpers." Well, okay, the Oxford 
Dictionary denied ever having redefined the Filipinos as 
such. However, the fact that someone out there actually 
came up with that idea is upsetting enough. 

‘But we have no one to blame but ourselves. If I were to 
make a list of all our disgusting traits, it would be much 
longer than the epic of Lam-ang. We spit whenever we feel’ E 
we like doing it and piss wherever we wish. We take every^? ? 
thing personally when attention is called to our errors. We 
are the masters of procrastination. We are promoters of the 
"crab mentality" When the Japayuki next door buys a late- 
model Mercedes Benz, the Hong Kong domestic helper 
across the street wants to have a Jaguar. We look upon over- 
seas employment as the answer to our economic problems 
without thinking about the brain drain iis causing. We make 
а movie about the life of the young actor who passed away Æ 
ала turn another star's burial into a media circus, We consid- W9 
er the death of a rising young star more relevant than the Ў 
death of two National Artists. And yes, we made Marcos oup. 
president and let every Filipino live through a horrible night- 
mare. S 

Tt is difficult to list down all the things that make the Fil: 
ipino the world’s laughing stock. Parents would rather marry 
off their daughters to white, straight-nosed foreigners than 
pass on the dark skin and flat noses of our ancestors, . if 

Ihave come to realize that defining the Filipino is up tothe т 
Filipino himself. Perhaps, its time for us to start identifying, | 
those traits which make us Filipino. p 

Iam Filipino. Гизе a kabo or tabo when bathing because, {PT 
you really think about it, it saves more water. I dip my bread" 
in juice because it tastes good. I cut up my spaghetti because 
it's easier to eat it that way. use my mouth to point at some, 
thing because I believe it is rude to point with one's finger. 1 
am a Filipino because my hero is Jose Rizal. I am a Filipino 
because I respect my elders and will never feel comfortable 
calling them by their first names. I am a Filipino because the 
bravery of Melchora Aquino and Gabriela Silang runs rough; , 
my veins. I am a Filipino because Ninoy Aquino said 1 газ 
worth dying for. am a Filipino not because I was destined tò ^ 
be one but because Lam proud of being one! 


Younc BLOOD 


We want to know what the young 
аге thinking about. What are their 
thoughts on current issues? We 
welcome contributions from the 
twentysomething and below.—Ed. 


Antonette Rocel Delleva, 16, is a high school senior at St- 
Scholastica's Academy in Bacolod City. 


One among millions 


Katrina Lim E 
ТАМ not an economist. Neither am I a great philosopher. 1 
am а Filipino, a Filipino who has her own views about what 
is happening around us. I look at the papers and watch the : 
news, and 1 see nothing but moral decay. I shrink into the , 


° background and play observer. 


Ihave a very bleak view about many things, No опе gives a 
damn about anything aside from what bothers or pleases’ 
him. Everyone is too preoccupied with one’s own concerns to 
even bother to smile. Last week, 1 dozed off while waiting in. 
а motorela, a public utility vehicle, and 1 was rudely амак, 
ened when a passenger bumped against me as she tried to “ 
keep her balance. I was disturbed to note that the woman © 
across me didn't move an inch so that the other passenger’ 
could pass with ease. Even a situation as small as that: 
showed me how we have become so selfish and so obsessed 
with making our lives less burdensome that we don't think of , 
others anymore. B 

Iknow that deep inside us we know the reason for the coi ' 
tinuing regression of our country. The reason is ourselves. 11 
hear so many Filipinos, myself included, blaming the Presi 
dent, the corruption in government, and even something as , 
absurd as local superstitions for the peso's fall. Each of us 
thinks chat since we are just one among so many millions we " 
won't make a difference. But what we don't get or simply 
refuse to see is that we are not the only ones relying on the: 
next person; everyone is. And that adds up to a lot of prob- 
lens. 

Look at me, for example. 1 used not to give even a thought 
to anything that didn't concern me directly. 1 was selfish and 
self-centered (and maybe I still am). There was this veil that” 
kept me from seeing reality, a veil that also protected ma) 
‘against the imperfect world that wasn't mine. 1 had wrong: 
ideas about generosity and love. I thought giving away a few, 
coins to а beggar was proof enough of my kindness. How 
wrong could you get? 

No one would really care to listen if Tsay I want to make а 
difference in this world. That is such a cliché. But 1 wili say it 
anyway: I want to make a difference. 

Now I must confess that sitting inside a restaurant, chat-, 
ting with friends while picking on my food doesn't feel like so 
much fun when I look out the window and notice a bunch of! 
haggard-looking street children outside, begging for loos’ 
change so that they can buy their next meal. | want to stop. 
criticizing the President and start having faith in our govern, 
ment officials again. | want to smile sincerely at passersby 
and to feel my heart lift when they return the smile. I want tó 
hear more words of thanksgiving than complaints about hav- " 
ing been cheated by the driver, the saleslady or the govern» 
ment official. And remain hopeful that all these wishes will 
become true someday. Then I will have proved that one Fily, 
ipino among so many millions does matter. a 


Katrina Lim, 16, is a high school senior at Oro Christian Grace 
School in Cagayan de Oro, 
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a human rights violation 


WALA kaming perang pambili ng bigas за 

~sahod na siyam na piso, bibili ра ba kami 
ng tear gas at baril? Kung may baril kami, 
bakit walang patay sa militar? (We have 
no money to buy rice with only P9 in 
hand, how can we afford to buy tear gas 
and guns? If we had guns, why was there 
no military casualty?) 

We have heard this from the poor vic- 
tims of the Nov. 16 Hacienda Luisita Mas- 
sacre in response to accusations that they 
‘vere responsible for the deaths of at least 
‘seven of their fellow striking workers and 
sympathizers. In this tragedy, the unjust 
system of “land ownership monopoly” 
reared its ugly head once again as the le- 
gitimate demands of poverty-stricken 
‘workers were met with barbaric attacks 
by police and military forces 

Over the years, peasants have re- 

“mained poor and landless while big for- 
‘eign corporations and the local ruling 
elite, such as the Aquino-Cojuangcos and 
Arroyos, continue to monopolize the 
ownership of vast tracts of land in the 
country, 

In observance of International Human 
Rights Day on Dec. 10, we remind the 
Philippine government that, being a sig- 
natory to the United Nations’ Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights (UN- 
UDHR), it is directly accountable for ev- 
ery Filipino life that is lost to brutal 


killings, hunger, landlessness and other 
miseries negating the values of human 
rights and dignity. 

Under the Arroyo administration, the 
incidence of human rights violations has 
been rising. Among the violations are: its 
failure to secure the people's socio-eco- 
nomic rights to land, shelter, just wages, 
job security, education, health and other 
basic social services; failure to uphold civ- 
il liberties as seen in its "no-permit, no- 
rally policy” and its record of violent dis- 
persal of rallies; its failure to render jus- 
tice to thousands of human rights victims 
‘under the Marcos dictatorship; its record- 
high attacks against activists; its massive 
displacement of civilians by its all-out war 
policy; and its military offensives in the 
name of the war on terror. 

Meanwhile, the highest officials, who 
swore to serve the people, engage in cor- 
ruption and plunder in cahoots with the 
foreign and local elite. 

We cry out for justice for the Hacienda 
Luisita Massacre victims and all human 
rights victims. We demand that the gov- 
елшеп stop reducing the UN-UDHR and 
other human rights instruments into 
mere scraps of papers. 

REY. FR. ALLAN JOSE ARCEBUCHE, 
‘OFM, National Co-Chairperson, 
Promotion of Church People’s Response 
(PCPR), 879 Edsa, Quezon City 1101 


Political demolition job vs Javier 


I WAS taken aback by the mad outburst of 
Juan Jose Rodom Т. Fetiza in his letter, 
"After Javier case, Antique must move 

хоп." (PDI, 11/20/04) 

‘Tt was supposed to be a reaction to the 
column of Conrado de Quiros, which de- 
cried Gov. Salvacion Z. Perez's advice to 
the people of Antique to respect and ac- 
cept the "the courts verdict” finding Ar- 
turo Pacificador innocent of murdering 
Evelio Javier. 

Fetiza, however, went beyond the issue 
= faised by De Quiros’ column to besmirch. 
ту name and blame me for Pacificadors 

acquittal. Fetiza's tirade was unnecessary, 
baseless and maliciously calculated for 
political demolition. 

Yes, I might have been voted into office 
to find justice, But our search for justice 
must always be under the rule of law. 
There were courts о justice to decide the 
innocence or guilt of the perpetrators in 
the murders of Ninoy Aquino and Evelio 
Javier Like President Aquino, 1 never 
‘used my power to deny the accused their 
right to a fair trial or to influence the 
court's decision. Justice does not depend 
on who wields power. What Fetiza is ask- 
ing me to do is to make a travesty of the 
rule of law and justi 

De Quiros’ perception reflects the sen- 
timents of our family and we appreciate 
him for that. We cannot accept the judg- 


ment of acquittal. We dispute the judge's 
appreciation of the evidence. Like our 
lawyer and prosecuting fiscal, we believe 
that the evidence was complete and more 
than good enough to convict all the ac- 
cused, including Pacificador in the mur- 
der of Evelio. In fact, this was the evi- 
dence on which the court based its denial 
of Pacificador's petition for bail. However, 
‘we have to respect the decision for what- 
ever it is worth, because we have to abide 
by the rule of law. Just as in Ninoy's case, 
the mastermind escaped conviction for 
Evelio's murder. 

How then did Fetiza arrive at the con- 
clusion that I neglected the case, specifi- 
cally the gathering of evidence? During 
the trial, never heard, much less saw Fe- 
tiza showing any interest in the outcome 
ofthe trial. How can he claim to be knowi- 
edgeable about the case? 

‘Contrary to the allegations of Fetiza, 1 
was in the case every step of the trial, 
marshaling the witnesses, ensuring that 
the physical evidence was available, соп 
ferring with our lawyer and the prosecut- 
ing fiscal, ete. 

As to the alleged support of the Zal- 
divar family for Evelio, Fetiza should ask 
Gideon Javier. fm sure Evelio's son has а 
lotto say about Perez and the Zaldivars. 

—ВЕР EXEQUIEL B. JAVIER, 
Lone District of Antique 


Overseas jobs for surplus Filipino labor 


^I TOTALLY disagree with Sen. Juan 
Flavier’s view that the cause of our 
poverty is overpopulation. If the good 
senator opened his eyes wider, he would 
see that the monster behind the hunger 
and poverty of millions of Filipinos is 
corruption—corruption among ош 
politicians who during election cam- 
paigns present themselves as “servants 
of the people” but once elected behave 
like "kings," who have all the right to 
dip into public funds for their personal 
use, 

Wouldn't Flavier be happy to have Fil- 
ipinos in other countries and, in the fu- 


. А a government official, Flavier 
should instead help arrest unemployment 
by working out a program that would 


help our surplus labor find jobs abroad. 
For example, he could work to make the 
processing of the papers of would-be 
overseas Filipino workers free. And he 
could as well help that job placements 
abroad are negotiated government-to- 
government instead of through agencies 

By sending our surplus labor abroad, 
unemployment will be reduced, if not to- 
tally solved, thus benefiting our economy 
as well. It is common knowledge that our 
economy is now being sustained by dollar 
remittances. 

Flavier should beware of the propagan- 
da from the First World countries—par- 
ticularly the United States—which be- 
lieve that to control world resources they 
must control world population. 

—PEPOYE CABATINGAN, 
023 Rizal St, Gingoog City 
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Narrow-minded and malicious imputations 


IT is extremely narrow-minded and mali- 
cious for the Cojuangco family and the 
government to accuse sympathizers of 
strikes—such as the one that was held in 
Hacienda Luisita—of participating just to 
Stir up trouble. 

Families of striking workers, stu- 
dents, professionals and others support. 
and join strikes because it is legitimate 
and just for workers to air their 
grievances and to show their organized 
strength when needed. However, work- 
ers are subjected to unequal treatment 
under current laws as exemplified by 
the violent Hacienda Luisita incident 
last Nov. 16. It is therefore only right, if 


Most ‘user-friendly’ 
government agency 


EARLIER this year, a Social Weather Stations 
survey named the Securities and Exchange 
Commission the "most sincere” government 
agency (in fighting corruption). Prom my 
‘own experience with the SEC, 1 сап say that 
it is also the “most user-friendly” govem- 
ment agency 1 am particularly impressed 
with—and grateful to—the Public Assis- 
tance team that very willingly and patiently 
helped with even the most complicated in 
quisies. То top it all, the SEC premises are 
neat and orderly: there are no vendors and 
istambays in the lobbies; people actually line 
"up for elevator rides and the comfort rooms, 
are truly for one's comfort. 

Thope that under its new management, 
the SEC will continue its excellent service 
to the public. 

—PERLA LIMBAGA MANAPOL, 6073 
Palma St, Bgy: Poblacion, Makati City 


I you have any complaints, grievances 
or suggestions about the treatment of 
news and photos by the Inquirer, you 
may write to the Readers" Advocate, 
Philippine Daily Inquirer, Chino Roces 
Avenue, corner Yague and Mascardo 
‘Streets, City of Makati or send a fax to 
Nos. 897-4793, 897-4794, or e-mail 
readersadvocate@ inquirercom.ph 
Writers of letters to the editor are re- 
quested to include their complete ad- 
dress and telephone or pager number or 
cma adres for verification purposes, 
The Inquirer will not publish any letter 
unless such information is supplied. 


not necessary, to give concrete support 
to legitimate workers actions. Such 
support may be expressed by going to 
the strike area and integrating with the 
workers. 

We thus condemn the violence perpe- 
trated by the Philippine National Police, 
the Armed Forces of the Philippines, the 
Arroyo administration, and the butch- 
ers of Tarlac. Only genuine agrarian re- 
form and national industrialization will 
bring long-term development to our 
people—in this the government has 
failed miserably. Instead of working for 
the people's welfare—like addressing 
the demands of the Luisita work- 


Shame as value 


‘THE FRONT PAGES are a picture of the 
country's ambivalent moral landscape: 
There are the photos of jubilant mem- 
bers of the Nayan family carrying plac- 
ards with messages of gratitude and joy; 
then there are the picture and story of 
this year’s valedictorian of the Philip- 
pine Military Academy, 2nd Lt. Rolly 
Joaquin, who was sent home from the 
US Army Infantry School at Fort Ben- 
ning, Georgia after being caught 
shoplifting. The promising PMA gradu- 
ate had closed his valedictory address 
with the promise, “The P2.1 million you 
spent for each of us will not be wasted.” 
(PDI, 11/24/04) 

Mr. Joaquin is so young and already 
so dishonest and learning fast to b. 
come like many of his seniors in the mil 
itary, Perhaps Mr. Joaquin and Maj. Gen. 
Carlos Garcia can share quarters even 
for a few weeks if only to share an im- 
portant sentiment: Shame. More impor- 
tantly, the two gentlemen can learn to 
recover lost moral fiber. 

The carnage at Hacienda Luisita is 
shameful and the behavior of some peo- 
ple in its aftermath is disgustingly 
shameless. Winston Garcia of GSIS 
shamelessly drives his luxury cars and 
lives in his luxury houses. Gen. Angelo 
Reyes was not ashamed to say his mon- 
ey is really his mother's. Bro. Mike Ve- 
larde of El Shaddai recently received а 
P359-million loan from Pag-ibig for a 
project to build “mansions.” He, too, is 
not ashamed. The list, 1 am afraid, is 
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ers—the government has come up with 
policies that have directly resulted in 
high electricity rates, rising gasoline 
prices and dwindling wages. 

One question burns in my mind: 
When the state answers the legitimate 
demands of people with bullets, what is 
left for them to do? 

—GIOVANNIA. TAPANG, 
«Вай, 

Samahan ng Nagtataguyod 

ng Agham at Teknolohiya 
parasa Sambayanan (Agham), 
1328 Matahimik St. 

UP Village, Diliman, 

Quezon City 


rather long. 

Whatever happened to the Presiden- 
tial Commission on Values Formation 
(PCVF)? May I request the PCVF to get 
to work right away. Can it address this 
disturbing phenomenon of shameless- 
ness? 

The path out of the fiscal crisis is 
moral. The President had something 
good going when she created the PCVE 
This is the time to activate it when 
scandal haunts our national institu- 
tions and our leaders. I suggest that the 
PCVF revive the post-war program of 
Good Manners and Right Conduct; 
however, let it be а new program with 
the following components: Moral Gov- 
emance and Right Conscience 
(MGRC). May I likewise suggest we go 
through this with little or no talk, just. 
good example and genuine sacrifice. 
Let us begin with the President herself. 
Let her give up her pork barrel. Use it 
for the people's basic needs: food, 
medicine, housing and livelihood. This 
is morality: to do good and make sacri- 
fices for the people. This is governance: 
to lead by example, not by words but by 
deeds! This is right conscience: to 
ten to God and not to party, family, 
friends and benefactors. Erap said this 
at the beginning of his term: Walang 
kama-kamag-anak, kai-kaibigan. If on- 
ly Erap had kept his word... 

FR. ROBERTO Р REYES, 
GOMBURZA, Camerino, 
Cor. Legazpi Sts., Project 4 


Dear Readers, Text us your 
comments, suggestions and 
views on today's news or how it 
was delivered. Tell us about the 
news you are interested in and 
the things you want improved 
їп your favorite newspaper. 
Text INQUIRER «section key- 
word» name/city/message and 
send to 283 (Smart) or 2207 
(Globe). The section keywords. 
are indicated in the logo of 
each section. 
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‘SPIRIT OF XMAS. I can't imagine 
celebrating while others are SUF- 


FERING. Let's keep praying. 
— CASIANA Delfin, davao 


The season is nowhere. Dur pock- 
ets are still empty. may kulang. Fi- 
nancial crisis tayo eh, But the 
spirits felt 12 months a year. It is 
an enlightenment, so we should 
make an effort to feel the spirito 


Christmas. 
—Lauro Isorena, Pasay City 


even 4 the simple clothes for 
my 6 children. 

ALMA DABUET, trece mortirez 
city 


Christmas is in the spirit of shar- 
ing and giving. I feel the spirit 
of Christmas when 1 see kids 
playing and laughing. When 1 
feel the cool evening breeze... 
and see beautiful Christmas 
lights and parols. When I hear 
Christmas carols... when Iam 
with my family and friends, 


Christmas is about the spirit of 
sharing. 
—ana santos, diliman, q.c. 


4 me don't feel the sprit ofd 
season bcoz im sad about what 
happened nowadays, 4d people 
who had suffered d typhoon 

— Joyce Nabre, Davao City 


Christmas is just 
around the corner. Do 
you feel the spirit of 
he season? Why or 
why not? 


seeing many donations & volun- 
teers 4 d victims of d storms. Truly 
it's season of giving & loving. 
—Christine Dalogdog, Maloy- 
balay 


brate d spirit of Xmas by remem- 
bering Christ's birth, our Savior 
dis season. 

—ralph deocos, davao city 


NO NO NO. crisis are all over 
around us but we shud remember 
the birth of our Savior. 


"Hoe Меры loin Damangdama ko ang diwa ng 


Pasko sa тда boluntaryo па 
nagsasa-kripisyo na makatu- 
long sa mga nasalanta ng 
bagyo! Ang tunay na diwa ng 
pasko ay nasa kalooban ng 
bawat tao, di basta makikita sa 
anumang garbo, adorno, o anu- 
mang aginaldo. 

—Nestor de Veyra, Palo, Leyte 


Yes. I feel the spirit of Christmas 
because of the Christmas songs 
being heard, the christmas 
lanterns & decor. 

—Liza Lomerez, Occ. Mindoro 


feel d spirit of Christmas bcoz of 
cool breeze, Christmas carols were 
playing here, elsewhere as early аз 
November. 

—Sherryl Duenas, Guimbal, iloilo 


no, bec. der is apparent increase 
of ol commodities n recently der 
are many calamities happening in 
our country. 

—alex n. ferrer, quezon city 


Yes, I feel the spirit of Christ- 
mas! voluntary feelings that be- 
gin with our selves. It is sharing, 
giving... kung ano mayroon Ка, 
ibigay sa iba. Natural instinct to 
inspire and cheer up those in 
need, to those with joy, and to 
‘those in tears. 

—Antonio Taguinod, Antipolo 
шу 


Yes, feel ko spirit of d season after 


Not yet, beoz of calamities & 
tragedies, not 2 mention d high 
cost of living. 

—Bernie Tangunan, Cubao, QC 


Ican't feel the spirit of christmas 
bcoz of so many problems dat fil- 
ipin0s are facing now... 

—Мапа Alberta М, Resma, Trece 
Martires 


I find it hard 2 feel d sprit of Xmas 
coz everyday seemed 2 loom like 
biernes santos bcoz of d present 
crisis, 

— Cherry Vale, Davao del Sur 


YES, 1 feel the spirit of Christmas 
bec its birth of our Lord JESUS 

CHRIST, 

—Ma Teresa M Miranda, Manila 


Yes, because of the Christmas 
tights on the houses and build- 
ings. 

—Yolanda U. Bambao, Manila yes, i can feel da spirit of X-mas. 
со: Life is still wonderful despite 
pains and struggles. 

—sandra mae jorolan, davao 


NO. DUE 2 succeeding typhoons, 
our fellowmen СаКТ have the 


Not yet, you know why? I DONT 
HAVE YET MONEY 2 spend 4 


lets 4get d crisis we face n cele- spiritually yes. economically a big 
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8 cultists sued for illegal gun possession 


By Jhunnex Napallacan Ecleo, mother of the PBMA checkpoint at Sitio Buaya, Lapu- maining members ofthe Bacolod member. 
PDI Visayas Bureau “supreme master.” Tapu. Found inside their van were family. PO2 Nathaniel Sta. Ana sald 
- А Orlando Selatandre, Ecleo's опе M-16 rifle, three baby Аг. — Озшейа earlier blamed Ecleo witnesses had also seen four pf 
CEBU CITY—Police yesterday filed charges against eight lawyer, said he could not confirm malites, six: rifle grenades, several for the murder of Arbet Sta. Ana- these eight PBMA members near 
CEE bers of the Philippine Benevolent Missionaries Asso- he report because he had not pieces of ammunition, wigs, bon: Yongco, private prosecutor in the his sisters home in Barangay Za- 
e (PEMA), headed by cult leader Ruben Ecleo Jr, ftn Сато in person because be nets and uniforms of the Special parricide сые against the cul patera a few days before she was 
who were allegedly caught carrying high-powered Wg Sillin Mania EE leader. Killed. Е 
" геме эма Бусы Wada But Niño Bacolod, Ecleo's  Thepolicewere verifying intel Five of the eight PEMA mem- He identified them as 
irearms in а checkpoit у. brother-in-law, confirmed that ligence reports that the group bers had been implicated in the  Rallestam, Gallarda, Amarila and 
‘The complaint of legal pos- Richard Caballero, 31; Rosalito Carrol was the congresswoman's маз out to kill staunch critics of killing of Yongcolast Oct.11. — Caballero. : 
session of firearms was fled at Oaper 27; Michael Baylon, 29; close-in bodyguard and а mem- Ecleo, who is facing parricide ^ One witness in the Yongco Sta. Ana said some of these 
the Lapulapu City Prosecutors Elpidio Атара, 56 and his ber of the White Eagle Squad, charges for allegedly killing his murder case tagged Carrol as suspects even bought cigarettes 
Office on Mactan Island, Cebu. cousin Damiano, 37. which provides security to PBMA wife, Alona Bacolod. the one who allegedly drove atthe store owned by Yongco. He 
They were Nestor Carrol, 34; Carrol was reportedly a mem- officials. They were Cebu City Mayor the motorcycle used as а get- said he believed that the group 
Mgt Hercleo Rallestan, 48; Ar. ber of the close-in security of Carrol and seven others were Tomas Osmefia, radio broadcast. away vehicle of main suspect stalked Yongco before killing 
jum Tembrevilla Gallarda, 30; Surigao del Norte Rep. Glenda arrested on Friday in a police er Bobby Nalzaro and the re- Michael Favila, another РВМА her 


Truck сагро [а Competition for space 


SUE between seaweed farms, 
scam suspects - 


fall in Cavite оса EE ships becoming intense 


OZAMIZ CITY—The competition White rot is hardly observed 
for space in the narrow expanse among the seaweed stocks in the 
of Panguil Bay between seaweed deep waters. 
growers and ships calling on the This proliferation of deep-wa- 
local pore is reaching an alarming ter seaweed farms із threatening 
Christmas season behind bars af- level. mB fo constrict the shipping lane. 
ter the Cavite police arrested р Speaking to reporters here, Many are observed to have al- 
them early Saturday in their Que- 3 Я Ss Capt. Rudy Verba, skipper of a ready encroached into the lane 
топ City office for allegedly mak- $ 5 passenger vessel operated by intended for sea transport, and 
ing up a hijacking story. S 3 Trans Asia Shipping, said the several others are tended near 
Senior Supt. Roberto Rosales, d presence of seaweed farms close the seaport. 
Cavite police director, identified to the shipping lanes poses a пау. These are obstructing the 
ihe suspects as businessman igation problem. movement of passenger and cargo 
Cresencio Paligutan, 48; his sec- Performing docking maneuvers vessels that regularly call on the 
retary Irene Sipin, 24; driver я is becoming difficultin an effortto port here and in Tubod town in 
Romeo Plaza, 44; and truck 4 avoid destroying the farms in case Lanao del Norte. In addition, fer- 
helper Rosalindo Mancio. х these аге ran through, Verba ex- ryboats operate a route between 
All are residents of Mindanao plained. He said this was true es- here and Kolambugan town. 
Avenue, Quezon City. pecially to farms near the port. ‘Seaweed growers are clamor- 
Rosales said Plaza showed up at He said they were taking extra ing for the setup by the local gov- 
the Carmona municipal police sta- steps to prevent damage to these ernment of а settlement mecha- 
tion on Friday night and reported farms to avoid a flurry of claims nism where they can lodge their 
that five unidentified armed men for compensation which can be fi. compensation claims for damages 
flagged down the 10 wheel truck nancially burdensome to the wrought by shipping vessels. 
(USJ 227) that he was driving shipping company. They said tending a seaweed 
along Governors Drive in Baran- Several weeks ago, а vessel of farm in the deep waters requires 
gay Mabuhay at around 9 p.m, another shipping company ran large investments and should not 
The driver told police ће gun- through a seaweed farm, sending be ignored. : 
wielding men forcefully took the its owner claiming for damage But Verba suggested the proper 
wheels from him and ordered compensation. delineation of the bay into areas 
him and his helper Mancio to ‘An estimated 3,000 to 4,000 for fishery and seaweed growing 
alight from the vehicle. fishermen are engaged in sea- and lanes for shipping to prevent 
Plaza said that they had just gone weed growing around the coasts conflict. 
out of a metal company in General + of Panguil Bay. Some 1,700 of Hemmed in by Misamis Occi- 
Mariano Alvarez where they picked them are from the city alone. dental and Lanao del Norte 
up several crates of "unknown met- From near the shores, seaweed provinces, Panguil Bays widest 
al products. farms were driven into the deeper expanse is about five kilometers 
Police hel | waters following an outbreak of and its deepest portion is 45 me- 
р white rot disease, which contin- ters. Ryan D. Rosauro, PDI Min- 
Acting on his complaint, the Car- ues to bea mystery until now. danao Bureau 
mona police rushed to the crime 


scene and sought the help of patrol 8 м 
prr o BSP tells public P5 coins 
Plaza for specific details, Rosales 


о reba in circulation are genuine 


the whole thing was a hoax. 


CAMP PANTALEON GARCIA, 
Cavite—A businessman and a 
secretary of a trucking service 
company may spend their entire. 


“Before Plaza's admission, our | PRIZED POSSESSION жепм | OZAMIZ CITY—Offic bankers, sending mosd 

Е m OZAMIZ CITY—Officials of the р mostly small in- 
кие. rely pne A child holds on to a bag of relief goods distributed recently to victims of Typhoon “Yoyong” in Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas (rare corte ta eal te 
oie ge x ее е Gabaldon, Nueva Ecija. Floods and landslides brought by the super typhoon wrought havoc on the (BSP) dispelled rumors that the coins to avoid it as payment tender. 


Map lives of hundreds of people in the province and other areas on the typhoon's path. shiny PS coins now in circulation Meanwhile, videoke operators 
С eter перне с expressed relief with the BSP ex- 
cident happened and from what 1: . ош Elgin planation as is saves dem the 
e manager of the BSP unithere, ex- cost of reconfiguring their ma- 
sony ay gee seas’ 40 militiamen quit over рау, schedule пе She arsed of voting te 
Upon further questioning, determined that the samples of supposedly fake S-peso coins. 
Plaza and Mancio admitted that MIDSAYAR North Cotabato—At and father to six children. fantry Division spokesperson, coins believed to be counterfeit Mario Darulayta, a videoke 
their bosses from CP Enterprises, least 40 paramilitary troopers re- “We are deployed in other vil- played down the mass resigna- were; actually genuine, e sembler and maintenance techr j- 
Paliguan amd Sipin, ordered Signed en masse due to poor pay lages and towns for 15 days and tion claiming hundreds of inter- Badon said that upon learning cian, said the reconfiguration 
maa omake ap Ар, етене ANd assignments outside their vil- the next 15 daysareslared forour esed individuals are out ro take ofthe confusion, he sent a team of would cost at least P1,500, which 
could claim money from the in- lages here. farm work,” he said. their places. investigators to areas where there could have been a windfall for 
surance company. Mateo Liboon, 46, leader of a ‘The sad thing, he said, was he He explained that ‘as are: reports of fake. 5-peso coins. him and just a few others who 
Rosales said the two likewise re- Civilian Armed Forces Geograph- could not leave. his post in. nearby paramilitary troopers, Liboon He said it was impractical for makea living out of the “crooning 
‘vealed that the supposed "1 ical Unit (Cafgu), led about 40 towns when lawless elements at- and his group agreed to serve counterfeiters to fake the S-peso machine.” 
truck" was inside the compound of ‘militiamen in turning over their tack his own village. not only their own municipality coins as the cost of making these. Datulayta said from the current. 
their office in Quezon City. issued Garand and M-14 rifles to “Sadly, we are supposed to be but the first district of North ishigher' than their! face value. five-peso pay per song, videoke 
‘Upon confirming the informa- € ‘Army's 603rd Infantry village defenders but we could Cotabato which is composed of ВЗР officials met with local operators have planned to reduce 
Чоп Rosales said he called up the Brigade officials, not defend our own barangay five towns. bankers Wednesday to discuss itto three pesos, hence requiring a 
Central Police District and ar- _ Each miliriaman receives а when it is harassed because we ооп said militiamen as- the matter. new timing and coin detection de- 
ranged a joint operation to appre- monthly allowance of P1,800 for are deployed somewhere else,” signed to remote villages are Badon expressed confidence vice for one-peso coins. 
hend Paligutan and Sipin. a 15-day service as village de- hesaid. not provided with travel al- the public would now erase their When news of the fake coins 
pne fender. Besides, he added, they could lowance. “We spend our own doubts abour the coins. broke, videoke operators felt 
Denial “But this is not enough and we not manage their farm lots due to money for food and travel,” he Repons of fake S-peso coins first threatened they immediately 
Ata news conference held at Were told a pay hike is out of the conflict of schedules. said. Edwin О. Fernandes, PDI broke out in вал City early this thought of ways to cope. Ryan D. 
this camp, Paligutan denied in. Question" said Liboon,a farmer Col. Franklin del Prado, 6thin- Mindanao Bureau week upon the waming of local Rosauro, PDI Mindanao Bureau 


structing Plaza to dupe police to 


a Cops hit for slow pace of probe of reporter's slay 


amount to millions of pesos. 
Police knew that some un- 
serupulous businessmen had long BAGUIO CITY—The National Omaois death. ‘welfare of working journalists. _ chapter, said they had mobilized for Отао but also to condemn 
been engaged in the modus Union of Joumalistsin the Philip- During their first provincial  Omaois, 24, a staff writer of writers and members of farmers’ his killing. 
operandi to collect money from pines (NUP) has asked the congressonNov.3,officalsofthe the Kelinga-based Guru Press, organizations in Kalinga to help Inday Espina-Varona, NUJP np- 
insurance corporations. Cordillera police to conduct а NUJPBaguio-Benguet chapter re- Боге torture marks in the head іл the investigation, tional chair, said the spate of 
Rosales sald it was impossible "speedy and impartial investiga- solved to sign an agreement with and body when found in a school _ Frederick Pangsiw, a radio ап. killings of Journalists should also 
for the police to have missed the tion" of the killing of Kalinga the Cordillera police to ensure compound in Tabuk. mouncer of the Tabuk-based alarm the public. 
“entry records” of the truck as journalist Stephen Omaois. the protection of journalists from In а statement, Chief Supt. dzRK, said the local media were _ “Journalists have become a tar 
they were strictly implementing 10 the new memorandum of threats and acts of violence. Rowland Albano, Cordillera po- not happy with the way the inves- get of violence because they гер. 
the "pass card system." agreement they prepared two _ But when they learned about lice director, said the police had tigation was going. resent a sector where people 
Je Шене police to record and days after Omaois body was Omaois death, NUJP officials invited Anicero Џета, 42, a pedi- "The police are working very could bring their complaints," she. 
moni rues entering the found in a garbage bin in Tabuk, said they added another provi- cab driver whose vehicle, was re- slowly Why did they find the body said. ! 
prov: е, Kalinga, officials of the NUP sion inthe agreement. covered from the crime scene, six days after he was abducted?” — "Prom General Santos City јс 
aid Paliguran's arrest was Baguio-Benguer chapter have not The agreement, which will be and Joey Patinglag, whom they Pangsiw told the Inqumen, Bicol and Ilocos Norte, journalist: 
“a rest case and a proofofourthe- only asked the police to protect signed on Wednesday, is part of described as Omaois friend. Pangsiw said they have been are eating death threats foi 
ory: Marlon Ramos, PDI South- journalists from threats and vio- the NUJP's campaign о seek jus- Arthur Allad-iw, secretary gen- launching signature campaigns breakfast7 Desiree Calusa, РОЈ 
ern Luzon Bureau Тепсе but also. to investigate tice for Omaois andzo protect the eral of NUJP Baguio-Benguet in Kalinga not only to seek justice Northern Luzon Bureau y 
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Cotabato City killings 
alarm people, officials 


COTABATO CITY—The killing stop these killings,” said Under- gun-for-hire gang. Mrs. Midtim- 
here Sunday night of an Associa- secretary Virgilio Leyretana, bang got hold of her husband's 
tion of Barangay Captains (ABC) chair of the Mindanao Peaceand pistol and fired back at the sus- 
president бой Talitay, Maguin- Development! Fund. pects, said Sema, who claimed to 
danao and other previous slayings Не asked lawmen and local be related the Midtimbangs of 
have brought alarm to residents residents to help each other in Maguindanao. 
and some government officials. pinpointing the people behind Тһе absence of policemen at 
Police said Saidamin Midtim- the rash of killings, “so they could the crime scene and the unwill- d 
bang, head of the ABC in Talitay, be arrested and prosecuted." ingness of witnesses to testify are | 
died of gunshot wounds in the Мауог Muslimin Sema de- preventing police from solving 
chest when one of two motorcy- scribed the Midtimbang assassi- the murder. | 
dle-riding men fired at the victim nation asa “very unfortunate’ Butnewly installed Task Group | 
who was driving a pickup van cident at a time when the victim Cotabato commander Col. | 
along Sinsuat Avenue, just in and family members moved George Lomboy was rather blunt | 
j 


ie: 


front of Notre Dame of Cotabato around without bodyguards. in saying that history shows loose 
for Girls. His wife, seated beside The Midtimbang couple was firearms continue to proliferate 
him, was slightly injured in the оп their way home to Don Sero in the city, despite a drive to get 
face. Street here when waylaid by two ridofthem. Charlie C. Sefiase, 
"Something must be done to men, believed to be members ofa PDI Mindanao Bureau 


т WINDFALL AEHTAMOMA 
An unidentified man seizes the chance to 
collect fallen logs as Typhoon “Yoyong 

. swept through Luzon, uncovering extensive 
destruction of the forests of Aurora and 
Quezon provinces, 


ROUNDUP |. 


E. Samar tourism fair 
Е THE PROVINCE of Eastern Samar will showcase to- 
Eod бау (Dec. 7) its tourism potential as the tourism de- 
60025 6 2 partment features Leyte and Samar provinces ina 
0: 3 tourism and trade exhibit Dec. 4-15. Gov Ben Evar- 
z done urged Eastern Samar people who have mi 
grated to Metro Manila to attend the affair “to a 
ciate the vast potential of our province in attracting 
local and international tourists." Evardone ina 
statement asked his provincemates in Manila to 
"become marketing agents" for thelr province. "If 
you are looking for a vacation site that is not com- 
mercial, then the place is Eastern Samar," he said. 
Eastern Samar, he added, is known for Boracay, the 
lending of Magellan and the Balangiga Encounter. 


4 die in road crash 

ECHAGUE, Isabela—Four persons were kilod and 
another wes seriously hurt on Nov. 22 when a mini- 
bus hita roy on the national highway in Barangay 
Pangal Norte here. Police said Steven Paul Secolles, 
22, tricycle driver; Jun-jun Vilaluz, 32; Sonny Dum- 

tao, 28, and Robert Femandez, 38, ll passengers 
from Barangay Pangal Norte here, died instantly. Tak- 
en toa hospita in Santiago City was Jervih Pan- 
сагалап, 28. The speeding Месо minibus, driv- 
en by Melecio Respicio, smashed into the tricycle as 
it cruised on the slippery highway. — Villamor Visaya 
Jr, PDI Northern Luzon Bureau 


Slay suspects charged 
ANGELES CITY—Murder charges were fled recently 
against two suspects who kiled а Briton here on Nov. 
5 Police said Robert Goyha and Philp Molina 
stabbed and kiled David Loxton, 6. alter he refused 
to give them money for a drinking binge. The third 
and principal suspect, Manny Lavenia, 20, was stil at 
large. said Chief Insp. Jaime Vila the city police's 
station S commander. "They ways pestered my 
husband or money to buy beer and bar chow. When 
те didn't give into their demand, they kiled him,” 
Christie Loxton, tne victims wie, told ha noun, 
Tonette Orejas, PDI Central Luzon Desk 


Fire hurts 2 

ANGELES CITY—Two people were hurt, 20 fami- 
ез were left homeless and a daycare center was 
gutted ina fire in Barangay Lourdes Sur here on 
Nov. 25. The cause of the fire, the second о hit the 
city this month, was unknown. Nena de Mesa, 52, 
and Criselda Tanjuatco, 9, suffered from burns. 
Ale residents saved the image of the Santo En- 
бето, the dead Christ, from the burning village 
chanel. TonetteOrejas, PDI Central Luzon Desk 


-i Soldier cleared 
2] = Mory Abigail V. Cruz 1] ILAGAN, Isabela Government prosecutors cleared 
ш GSIS Member an Army major and two others of kidnapping charges 
fled by ihe pole her. Provincial Prosecutor Antho- 
att tasses of Ny Foz approved the recommendation o Assistant 
Prosecutor Dinahiyn Gelacio dismissing the case 
against Amy Maj. Jeremias Cera of the th Infantry 


The GSIS All-Purpose Electronic edm E 
3 dence that Cera and his co-accused kidnapped busi- 
ar at Gives Tou ine Fower: Riayat Кай Veget hers рай der it 


* Use it as your 1.0. Card anytime, anywhere. Vilamor Visaya Je, PDI Northern Luzon Bureau 


* Check your personal records online anytime, anywhere. есер еле. 


© Receive the proceeds of your GSIS loans and benefits, for estafa during separate operations In Now. 23-25 
In various parts of Laguna. Provincial police director 


and withdraw them from any ATM anytime, anywhere. Senior Supt Jaime Calungsod Jr. identified the sus- 


• Make a one-time cash advance of P5,000 online anytime, anywhere. ао еде еер Ды ыг 


. ! i Bungkol, Magdalena: Edilberto T. Pabico, 54, of 
Soon! You can apply for loans and claims, have them processed к сме а ае 
and approved anytime, anywhere. Barangay Balaytangin, Calauan, and Alberto A, leus- 
pit, 40, of Golden City Subdivision, Sta. Rosa City. 
р : s ч Tha suspects are now detained ponding the ting of 
For more information: ® call or visit the nearest GSIS office siis urgas k ek usi нр cc 
* call Tel. Nos. 810-4747 or 1800-10-8884747 (toll free) о duet 
© log on to wwrw.gsis.gov.ph Traffic cop killed 
BIRAN, Laguna—A polce ofr assigned tothe Trat- 
fic Management Group of the Calabarzon Police Office. 
was found dead inside a residence in Phase 6, San 


ОАТ SERVICE wy angers Powered by: Jose Vilage ll, Barangay Malamig here on Nov. 24. 
INT SERVICE INSURANCE SYSTEM Provincia! police director Senior Supt. Jame Calung- 
GSIS - Kahit Soon, Kahit Kailon Mocosohon. od Jt. said policemen found the body of РО? Edmun- 
^ WIONBANC БЕ 
T bolt wound in the ight side of his head. Tho vicum 
An innovative service...T public! was rushed to tha St. James Hospital in Cabuyao 
where ho was pronounced dead before treaiment 
Romulo 0. Ponte, PDI Southerg Luzon Bureau 
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UN advice to gov'ts: 
Reduce disaster risk, 
don’t depend on aid 


GENEVA—Govemmens must re- level... to invest in prevention, 

duce the risk of natural hazards that would be a great achiev 

causing a disaster rather than focus- ment,” the UN expert said. 

ing on emergency aid afterward, а B 

UN expert said as the Philippines be- Educating people 

came this year’s latest storm victim. _Briceno urged countries to ed- 
Megacities in the developing ucate people on how to protect 

world, like Shanghai and Istanbul, themselves in a storm or build a 

need particular protection from ty- house that was less likely to be 

phoons and earthquakes, accord- blown away: 

ing to Salvano Briceno, director of ‘he authorities should also 

the UN Intemational Strategy for think about flood or landslide po- 

Disaster Reduction secretariat. tential when expanding towns 
"The disaster is not natural, and cities, as well as the likeli- 

What is natural is the hazard and hood of fre when planting 

we cannot avoid it, but the disas- forests, They must also learn how 

ter can be greatly reduced if we ко strengthen coastlines, such as 

focus on reducing vulnerability by planting mangroves. 

and risk,” Briceno told AFP But reducing the risk of a disaster 
Extreme weather triggered involves many actor—unlikeemer- Ё 

two-thirds of all disasters in the gency relef that merely requires 

word over the pas дилде ir genase donare maney 3 1 4 

cording to the United Nations “You also have nice recognition " > z 

which has included disaster re- on television that you are helping, SACKS of spoiled rice litter the ware DENT PALAR POISOUTHEINLUZON BUREAU 

duction for the first time on the хо politically (emergency aid) sells 


agenda of its annual climate well," the UN expert said. G , d h P 0M f h 
ange conference ín Buenos “The problem is that govem- OV t needs more than or renab wor 
‘Aires thatopenson Monday. ments are not really helping be- 

‘The need for preemptive action cause they are just providing a very From page Al їп the series of disasters, the “It is distressing to see the which is why they are fighting 
to ra panel орага om quick Балда approach to some. the devastated towns of Infanta, deadliest floods to hirthe country damage and suffering this disas- over the relief goods” World Vi- 
turning into tragedies wil also top thing that needs much more care- Real end General Nakar who since 5,000 people died inthe Or- ter has caused,” said New sion's Dabs Liban said in a phone 
the ЫЙ when governments meet ful attention in the longer-term.” um home. = mocdelugein1991. Zealand Prime Minister Helen interview. 
gain in Kobe, Japan, next month ‘The United States, Japan and And with the rains still pouring " t Clark, whose government had al- "World Vision has also begun 
рвал і Kobe, debit Word Com: other rich countries that are there, Soliman said the areas Environmental destruction located $200,000forreliefopera- bringing in over P3S million 
ferenceon Disaster Reduction, prone to hurricanes and earth- Were still not safe to live in. In Infanta, some homeless tions. worth of relief goods for 21,500 

All governments., meed to quakes already have well-estab- "50 we really need to look at families have abandoned relief p p families affected by the ty- 
give more resources to prevent- lished early warning systems, resettlement which means centers owing to lack of food Fighting over food phoons. 

{hg and reducing the risk rather tough building standards and building houses, infrastructure there—the same problem that The International Red Cross Each relief package from 
then just coming along after ev- public awareness campaigns in and basic social services,” she stalked other residents of Que- has aired an appeal for 2 million World Vision contains 25 kilos or 
ery disaster to provide relief, place to reduce the risk of disas- said. zon, Aurora and Nueva Eci- Swiss francs and has deployed half a sack of rice, 4 liters of wa- 
which is just getting bigger and ter The current budget for disas- ja—despite the perceived out. disaste response teams to rescue іе а big can of biscuits, canned 
bigger.” Briceno said. ‘Developing nations, including ters amounts го P700 million, pouring of aid from local and in- and evacuate families and offer goods, noodles, flashlights and a 

"he international community China, Нап, India and half of which is alloc ternational donors. psychosocial support. The British blanket, Each package is worth 
donates some $6 billion a yearto Bangladesh, are beginning to fol- lief operations, she sai Capt Butch Guevara, an Air Red Cross aired an appeal for P1,650 and is expected to last for 
provide emergency aid, such as low suit, but many countries re- | Soliman said Force pilot who had been through help for the victims and the Euro- seven to 10 days. 
food, medical treatment and shel- main ill-prepared. looking at other sources of funds major rescue operations since pean Commission said yesterday Pitching in, Chief Justice Hi- 
tes for the millions of victims of ‘The Philippines, where a pow. for rehabilitation and meetings 1992, said that although the Or- it would provide 800,000 euros. lario Davide Jr. yesterday ap- 
floods, earthquakes and volca- erful typhoon last week left more were now being held with the moc tragedy killed more people, To calm typhoon victims fight- proved the release of P3,000 as 
noes, but only a fraction of this than a thousand people dead and United Nations. . the environmental destruction ing over relief goods in Infanta, emergency economic assistance 
money goes toward awareness missing, was well-equipped to She said hat foreign donations brought about by the recent ty- the nongovernment organization to court employees affected by 
raising measures. tackle volcanoes but remained tO typhoon victims had so phoons was the worst “in histo- World Vision will set up soup Tropical Depression “Winnie” 

“if we could dedicate 10 per- vulnerable to flooding and land- reached $700,000 to $800,000. ry" kitchens in the area in the coming and Typhoon “Yoyong.” With re- 
centoftheamounttohelp govern. slides, Briceno inthe interviewon Ап estimated 1,300 people Foreign countries continued to days ports from Leila B. Salaverria, 
ments at the national and local Friday: AFP were believed to have been killed pourin financial aid. "They've been hungry for days, TJ Burgonio and Philip Tubeza 
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Bunye said ina statement. 

Licensed loggers, along with 
the illegal ones, have been 
blamed for the massive flooding. 
and landslides that claimed the 
lives of more than a thousand 
people in Aurora, Quezon and 
Nueva Ecija. 

“All allegations of logging vio- 
lations wili be properly investi- 
gated and we assure the public 
that the government will be re- 
lentless and unforgiving in pin- 
ning down those found liable for 
violations of law,” Bunye said. 

‘The Philippine National Police 
has been placed on full alert 
against violators of the indefinite 
logging suspension. 

The Multi-Sectoral Action 
Group, a pro-environment group 
in Aurora and Quezon, has called 
on the President to cancel the 
permits of at least nine big log- 
ging firms operating їп the two 
provinces. "The logging activities 
of these legitimate companies 
were the main reasons why the 
mountains are bald," the MSAG 
said Sunday. 

But Defensor said that without 
the licensed tree cutters, forest 
lands were more vulnerable to il- 
legal loggers because private 
companies "protect" their areas 
the way government-employed 
rangers patrol forest reserves. 


Don't blame us 

Asked to comment on calls for 
the cancellation of logging per- 
mits, he said: "If that's really the 
sentiment of the local residents 
.. But when time comes after the 
logging concessions that used to 
guard the land have left and the 
forest is eventually denuded, 
don’t blame us." 

Defensor reiterated that the 
residential areas destroyed by 
landslides and flash floods at 
the height of Tropical Depres- 
sion “Winnie” were far removed 
from the logging concession ar- 
eas. 

He said the logging operator 
nearest to any of the affected 
towns was Green Circle Proper- 
ties and Resources, whose area 
covers Dingalan in Aurora and 
General Nakar in Quezon. But 
then he had already suspended 
Green Circle's license ahead of 
Malacafiang’s suspension order 
on all logging activities nation- 
wide. 


3 types of permits 

Logging permits come in three 
forms: the timber license agree- 
ment (TLA), which was issued 
during the Marcos administra- 
tion; integrated forest manage- 
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SEN. Jamby Madrigal inspects some of the illegally cut logs that drifted to Pampanga and were turned into lumber by 


woodcutters in Arayat town. 


ment agreement (Ита), and so- 
cialized integrated forest man- 
agement agreement (Sifma). If- 
mas and Sifmas began replacing 
the TLAs during the Aquino ad: 

ministration. (See “In The Know’ 

atright.) 

Data released yesterday by the 
Department of Environment and 
Natural Resources showed that 
the government was still honor- 
ing 14 TLAs nationwide, the, last 
of which will expire in 2011. The 
TLAs cover 566,589 hectares. 

Defensor said the investigation 
he ordered last week on the ex- 
tent of illegal logging in Aurora, 
Quezon and Nueva Ecija would 
include a review of the operations 
of the logging concessionaires in 
the provinees. 

The eight-member probe team 
that he formed will check 
whether the logging firms had 
committed acts tantamount to il- 
legal logging: Either they had ex- 
ceeded their “allowable cut” of 
trees or had encroached on pro- 
tected areas. 

‘Asked to comment on the per- 
ception that license holders 
merely used their permits as a 
front for illegal logging, he 
replied: "You cannot absolutely 
deny that, that's why we are vali- 
dating now.” 

“But an Ита is itself a business 
arrangement, a contract with the 


‘Mercy ship’ conks out 
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of lights of Grandstar 2, a passing 
ship, owned by Quezon Rep. 
Rafael Nantes, which was ferry- 
ing calamity victims from Real to 
Mauban, came to the succor of 
the stricken roll-on roll-off vessel. 


Brave fisherman 

But the terror was not over. 

While one of the boatmen 
was tying the rope hurled from 
the ship, a huge wave slammed 
the boat, damaging its outrig- 
ger. 

One of the volunteers, Ronaldo 
Almeida, a fish warden from Ati- 
monan, dove into the sea and 
lashed the broken outrigger, 

‘The ship towed the distressed 
Grandstar 2 back to Real. 

‘The volunteers later hitched а 
ride on the Philippine Navy ship 
DF 317 for their tip to Mauban, 
arriving at their destination stil 
shaken by their ordeal. 

Organized by Quezon Rep. 
Proceso Alcala, the mission in- 
cluded volunteer rescuers, envi- 
ronmentalists, radio enthusiasts, 
students and the religious. 


Volunteers of Cagayan 

„The rescue ship was owned by 
Philippine Nippon Kyoie Corp. it 
was also carrying sick and injured 
calamity victims who urgently 
need hospitalization. 

Yoyong, the last of four succes- 
sive cyclones to hit the country, 
could have also killed many people 
in Cagayan, but thanks to 35 vol- 
unteers, not one life was lost de- 
spite the flooding in 146 villages. 

The volunteers, composed of 
policemen, workers amd resi- 
dens, put aside personal cares 
and waded through rising waters 
to rescue villagers who refused to 
leave their carabaos or whatever 
little possessions they had in their 


government. Why would a busi- 
nessman risk losing it by going in- 
to illegal logging?” he said. 


List of firms, owners 

Of the 14 TLAs, three were is- 
sued to companies operating in 
Aurora and Quezon. 

‘They are Pacific Timber Export 
Corp. owned by Fernando Lu 
(covering Dinapigue, Isabela and 
Dilasag, Aurora); Verdant Agro- 
forest Development Corp. owned 
by Jimmy Ng (Dipaculao, Aurora, 
and General Nakar, Quezon), and 
Inter-Pacific Forest Resources 
Corp., formerly United Timber Li- 
censes Inc, (also in Dipaculao 
and General Nakar, owner's name 
was not supplied). 

There were a total of 200 ifmas 
issued nationwide covering 
219,523 ha. Of these, seven are in 
Aurora, four in Quezon and опе 
in Nueva Ecija, covering 207,887 
ha. 

In Aurora, there are Industries 
Development Corp. (owned by 
Joselito Ong Jr); Pacific Timber 
Export Corp (Fernando Lu); San 
Roque Sawmill Corp. (Ching Sen 
Ber); Benson Realty & Develop- 
ment Corp. (Ben Ching); Indus- 
tries Development Corp. (Joselito 
Ong; RCC Timber Co. Inc. 
(Roberto Hallare), and Toplite 
Lumber (Johnny Chua). 

In Quezon, the Ifma holders 


IT IS the living that are the 
most likely sources of epi- 
demics so no need for mass 
burials of those who perished 
in the recent typhoons. 

“The bodies of people who 
die in floods and other natural 
disasters do not normally pose 
a risk of infection and there is 
то need го dispose of them in 
mass graves,” the World Health 
Organization said yesterday 
following reports that typhoon 
victims in ravaged areas were 
being hurriedly buried. 

“There is по need for such 
measures," said Dr. Arturo Ре- 
sigan, head of WHO's Emer- 
gency and Humanitarian Ac- 
tion, “Survivors, and not the 
dead, are more likely to be the 
source of disease outbreaks un- 
less an effective strategy fo- 


No need for mass burials, 
says WHO official 


cused on primary health care 
for the survivors and their fam- 
ilies is prioritized, including 
the provision of safe water and 
food.” 

Pesigan said the identifica- 
tion of their loved ones and the 
process of grieving were essen- 
tial for the prompt recovery of 
survivors from severe stress 
caused by natural disasters and 
personal losses. 

"The inability to mourn а 
relative can contribute to the 
many potential health prob- 
lems associated with disasters 
and the difficult rehabilitation 
process that follows,” he said. 

The WHO has earmarked 
$20,000 to help assess the 
gent health needs in affected ar- 
eas and said it is on standby to 
supply medical kits if needed. 


flooded homes. 

The volunteers belonged to the 
Rescue 29 group and other teams 
ofthe Provincial Disaster and Co- 
ordinating Council (РОСС). 

Using bamboo rafts and fiber- 
glass boats, they crossed the roar- 
ing Cagayan River to rescue seven 
families in a river islet called Que- 
тоу. 

Another team responded to ће 
appeal of 300 villagers stranded 
оп the Abusag Bridge in Baggao 
town, while others moved 2,004 
families in 14 villages in Alcala 
town to safer ground. 

The volunteer teams had un- 
dergone training for rescue oper- 
айопв during floods, fires and 
earthquakes. 

In some flooded villages in 


‘Quezon, the concern among res- 
Cuers and survivors was snake 
bites from deadly cobras. 

“The Philippine cobra reared 
its head because they were dis- 
turbed," Social Welfare Secretary 
Corazon Soliman said. "They 
(residents) found that cobras аге 
all over General Nakar now.” 

Health authorities have dis- 
patched a special team to the town. 
with anti-venom serum, she said. 

Soliman said the 718 people de- 
dared missing in the wake of the 
cyclones were most likely dead. 

This would bring the provi- 
sional death гой to about 1,300, 
making the cluster of cyclones the 
worst to hit the country in 13 
years. With a report from Chris- 
tine О. Avendaño 


are Guanzon Lime Development 
Corp. (owned by Antonio Guan- 
zon); Tecombro Agri Develop- 
ment Corp.; International Hard- 
wood Veneer Corp. of the Philip- 
pines (Carolina Young), and Sta. 
Cecilia Sawmills. 

The lone ifma holder in Nueva 
Ecija is Orientville Development 
Corp., the DENR said. 


Atleast 50,000 hectares 

The DENR also disclosed that 
1,635 Sifmas had been issued na- 
Чопуйде covering 41,872 ha. 

Compared with Ifmas that ap- 
ply to land areas of 50,000 ha and 
bigger, Sifmas are for areas below 
50,000 ha, according to Defensor. 

Sifmas in Aurora had been is- 
sued to Nora Querijero, Roger 
Querijero, Rolly Andal, Franz Ba- 
тооп, Rizaldy Cabreros, Rodolfo 
Mataba, Rolando Cabanding and 
the Ma. Aurora Alumni Associa- 
tion, The Sifmas with Nora and 
Roger Querijero had already been 
canceled. 

Quezon-based Sifma holders 
indude the Quezon Agroforest 
Development Foundation, Peo- 
ples Initiative for Forest Protec- 
tion, Nakar Rainforest Develop- 
ment Foundation, Viva Shipping 
lines Inc, Sto. Domingo Ship- 
ping Lines Inc., CDC Group Inter- 
national Corp., Katanawan СЕМА 
Employees Association Inc. and 


Palawan: No 
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banking on tourism—even if it 
means forfeiting Palawan’s image 
of rustic isolation. 

The 14,896-square kilometer 
province has strict environmental 
regulations and its capital city of 
Puerto Princesa has an ordinance 
banning “destructive develop- 
ment.” 

“I made a commitment not to 
have destructive development,” 
says Mayor Edgardo Hagedorn. 
"Thats in line with our focus on 
sustainable — development—no 
factories, no mining, no logging. 

-lliegal logging and the destruc- 
tion of natural forests have been 
blamed for the high death roll 
from storms that hit the country 
beginning late last month and re- 
sulted in landslides and floods 
which left more than a thousand 
people dead and missing in east- 
em Luzon. 

Inthe aftermath of the tragedy, 
President Macapagal-Arroyo sus- 
pended all commercial logging 
and there have been calls for peo- 
plein affected areas to be weaned 
off forest-related means of liveli- 
hood. 

Palawan concentrates on 
tourism, agriculture and fisheries 
for its income and the province 
has much to offer tourists, both 
foreign and local, from the richest 
to those from the lower-middle 
class. 


Hollywood stars 

The wealthy and powerful, in- 
cluding Hollywood stars like 
Mariah Carey, Robert De Niro and 
Naomi Campbell, stay at exclu- 

>, well-secured Palawan is- 
lands, accessible mostly through 
charter planes. 

More modest tour groups visit 
the famed crocodile farm, a vil- 
lage populated by Vietnamese 


Bondoc Peninsula Livestock Farm 
and Development Inc. 

At the House of Representa- 
tives, Majority Leader Prospero 
Nograles said a Mindanao logging 
firm had been wantonly cutting 
down trees in some 26,000 ha of 
forests in the boundary of Lanao 
del Sur and Bukidnon. 


Mindanao 

Nograles asked Defensor to in- 
vestigate the logging activities of 
Timber Industries of the Philip- 
pines (Tipi), which operates in 
forest areas near the towns of 
Wao and Bumbaran. 

“According to my information, 
they cut trees even at nighttime 
as if there's no tomorrow. God 
forbid but with this rate of log- 
ging activities in this area, the 
tragedy that struck the provinces 
of Quezon, Aurora and Nueva 
Ecija is поса distant reality in this 
particular part of Mindanao,” he 
said. 

Nograles said Tipi appeared 
not to be complying with the pro- 
visions of its TLA because it had 
been cutting down trees beyond 
the limits set by the government. 

He said he received reports 
that Tipi had been transporting 
two to three 10-wheel trucks of 
timber daily with a market value 
of P300,000 to P400,000 per 
truck from the forest areas of 
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Legal means 
for logging 
and forestry 
businesses: 


‘Timber License Agreement 
refers to a privilege granted by 
the government to a person to 
use forest resources, with the 
exclusive right to possess and 
occupy them and the corre- 
sponding obligation to devel- 
ор, protect and rehabilitate 
them according to the condi- 
tions of the agreement. 


Integrated Forest Manage- 
‘mont Agreement is a produc- 
tion-sharing contract entered 
into by the Department of En- 
Vironment and Natural Re- 
sources (DENA) and a quall- 
fied applicant that grants the 
latter the exclusive right to de= 
velop, manage. protect and 
utilize а specified area of forest. 
and and forest resource for 25 
years, renewable by another 
25-year period, subject to con- 
ditions, 


Special Private Land Timber 
Permit is a permit issued to a 
landowner specifically for the 
cutting, gathering and utiliza- 
tion of premium hardwood 
species, including Benguet 
pine, both planted and natural- 
ly grown trees. 


Private Land Timber Permitis 
issued to a landowner for the 
cutting, gathering and utiliza- 
tion of naturally grown trees in 
private lands. 


Forest Land Grazing Manage- 
ment Agreement is a produc- 
tion sharing agreement be- 
tween a qualified person, as- 
sociation and/or corporation 
and the government to devel- 
ор, manage and utilize grazing 
lands. 


Socialized Industrial Forest. 
Management Agreement is а 
contract between a natural ог 
juridical person and the DENR, 
which grants the former the. 
right to develop, utilize and 
manage a small tract of forest 
land consistent with the princi- 
ple of sustainable develop- 
ment, PDI Research 


SOURCES DENA me 
AND FASPO WEBSITES 


Wao and Bumbaran. 

This was apart from the timber 
being cut by illegal loggers, who 
supply wood to various lumber 
yards in Davao, Cagayan de Oro 
and other cities in Mindanao. 

Nograles said the 26,083-ha 
Wao-Bumbaran timberland was 
considered the “crown jewel” of 
Southern Philippines. With re- 
ports from Juliet Labog-Javel- 
lana and Christian V Esguerra 


logging, mining ... 


boat people and a national park 
with en awe-inspiring under- 
ground river. 

Palawan has diverse (lora and 
fauna, hot springs and waterfalls 
that have yet го be fully tapped 
for tourism. A marine sanctuary 
covering a giant coral reef and an 
isahd reserve stocked with 
African animals are also under- 
utilized, says Janice Espina of 
1700 Islands Travel and Tours. 

It has largely been spared the 
brunt of the numerous typhoons 
and storms that hit the Philip- 
pines each year. 

But the province's isolation 
makes Palawan's best attractions 
difficult to reach. Many of the 
best beaches, resorts, dive spots 
and tourist sites can be visited on- 
ly by lengthy road or boat trips. 


Sleepy town 

Espina says the visitors may be 
intimidated by the rough roads 
and modest accommodations. 
Nightlife is subdued and even the 
capital Puerto Princesa has the at- 
mosphere of a sleepy town. 

There is a shortage of luxury 
hotel rooms and талу parts of 
the island suffer from irregular 
electrical supply. Upper-class re- 
sorts install their own generators. 

"Tourism in Palawan suffered a 
major blow in May 2001 when 
Abu Sayyaf bandits, allegedly 
linked to the al-Qaida terror net- 
work, abducted 20 people, 
cluding three American tourists, 
from an island resort off Puerto 
Princesa. Two of the Americans 
died in Abu Sayyaf captivity, an 
incident which still casts а pall 
over tourism tothe area, 

Figures from the provincial 
tourism office show that the num- 
ber of domestic and international 
visitors fell 8 percent to 117,516 
їп 2001 compared to the previous. 
year, Visitor arrivals fell a further 


З percent to 113,829 in 2002. 

Foreign arrivals were hardest 
hit. From 31,772 overseas visitors 
in 2000, the number fell to 
30,808 in 2001 and dropped to 
20,555 in 2002. 

Elaine Leonor, general manag- 
er of Hotel Fleurs, one of 
Palawan's leading ` establish- 
ments, says that after ће kidnap- 
ping there were days of zero oc- 
cupancy. 

“We almost closed the hotel 
But then we recovered in two 
years,” she says. 


More visitors 

As memories of the kidnapping 
faded, visitors rose 25 percent to 
142,238 last year. Foreign ar- 
rivals were also up to 22,601 by 
2003. 

Provincial tourism officer 
Maribel Buni says tourist arrivals. 
should double in five to 10 years. 

Such figures may look small 
compared to the thousands of vis- 
itors drawn each year to Indone- 
sia's Bali or Phuket in Thailand, 
but officials and local tourism 
leaders hope improved infras- 
tructure vill boost numbers. 

"It might not be that big but in 
the long run, once the infrastruc- 
ture is set up, we will get more 
tounsts coming," Hagedorn says. 

‘Among the local governments 
priorities are new highways that 
"will speed up travel to tourist 
sites and improved airports in dif- 
ferent parts of the island that can 
take more flights and larger air 
craft. 

А convention center has been 
built in Puerto Princesa at the 
cost of P200 million in hopes or 
bringing in regional conferences 
and sporting events. 

“We're still not ready fora huge 
boom (in tourists). 1 think thats 
attainable {п five years says 
Leonor. AFP 
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Fresh start Revive staggered hours-MMDA 


By Margaux С. Ortiz “According to the experience of nent," Fernando said, adding that sentatives from the labor sector She added, “The labor code 
SC OO the MMDA, а two-hour time dif- the staggered working hours and other agencies to discuss the does not indicate that employees 
STAGGERED working hours for ference between the government would remove 30 percent of the features and effects of the pro- goto work at exactly 8 a.m." 
government and private employ- and private employees would be workforce from the road. posed scheme. Manansala, however, said the 
By Tarra V. Quismundo E could solve the worsening effective in solving the Christmas There are around two to three DOLE Bureau of Working Con- scheme could affect companies 
holiday traffic, according to traffic," Fernando said. million private, employees and ditions Director Tess Manansala with three shifts and collective 
ONCE divided over the issue of Metropolitan Manila Develop- ‘Under the proposed scheme, 500,000 government workers in said they welcomed the MMDAs bargaining agreements which 
the privatization of their school ment Authority officials. government workers would be Metro Manila. proposal to adjust the publics dicate the employees’ working 
canteen, teachers and students of MMDA Chair Bayani Fernando required to work from 7 a.m. to 4 Fernando said the agency working hours to help ease up time. 
а Manila public high school ap- yesterday met with representa- pm. while private employees would meet with officials of the traffic during the Christmas sea- СОР president Rene Soriano 
pear headed to a fresh start when tives of the labor sector and gov. would be asked to report from 9 Department of Labor amd Em- son. said the scheme would also ad- 
it marks its foundation anniver- ernment agencies to discuss the a.m. to 6 p.m. Fernando said that ployment (DOLE), Civil Service “This is actually a laudable dress issues on productivity and 
sary today. Sevival of the staggered working they are hoping to implement the Commission (CSC), Employers move to help solve the perennial efficiency “Traffic affects produc- 
Lakandula High School in time scheme to reduce the vol- scheme on Dec. 13 until Jan. 6. Confederation of the Philippines traffic problem," Manansala told tivity because employees caught 
Manila celebrates its 42nd ume of vehicles in the. roads, es- “If found effective, we could (ЕСОР), Trade Union Congress of reporters after an initial meeting in early morning traffic tend to 
foundation anniversary with pecially during rush hour. even make the scheme perma- the Philippines (TUCP), repre- with MMDA officials yesterday. get tired easily," he said. 
the coming of its new princi- 
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Га shoo! teacher who had 2 па гоа 

been active in protests against the x ze 

privatization oftheir school can- К i А 4 2 

= б шукы diggings 
Between September and Octo- 5 а ? 

ber, tension. e de this pub- E $ N f 

lic school on Padre Rada Street A. 

E Met ; ' з! HOP NOW 

dents were up in arms against. " 3; Ў 

former school principal Alice E By Margaux C. Ortiz 

Blas, who had given a private : | < 

manager control over the can- 3 A Е ‘THE METROPOLITAN Manila De- 

teen. a - de. 2 E velopment Authority (MMDA) 
‘A teachers! cooperative used = E 3 yesterday imposed a moratorium 

to operate the canteen. Teach. | ВА а оп road diggings this Christmas 

ers said the privatization cut A season. 

short the contract they had = i 3 MMDA Chair Bayani Fernan- 

signed with the school adminis- H 333 do said that the agency has 

tration. E = Е : stopped issuing permits for new 
The Department of Educa- 1 * excavations in Metro Manilas 

Чоп is currently investigating ы roads to help ease up the holi- 

the matter, after the Manila Di- i day traffic. 

vision of City Schools upheld x ge Fernando said that with the 

the contract as legal and ^ 2 moratorium on road diggings, 

sought an inquiry by the cen- > which began yesterday and will 

tral office. ® У. 3 5 : end after Jan. 1, the agency 
Blas had been reassigned to А Ў | hopes to ensure a smoother 

the Nolasco High School, al- Е flow of traffic during the holi- 

though she had tried to return to ae x days. 

Lakandula. 7 TEE ad “We are advising public utility 
Yesterday, former Nolasco companies to reschedule dig- 

principal Olimpiada Camilo took ч > Я gingsuntil the New Year," Fernan- 

over Blas' post, and met with the we do said. The MMDA chair added 

school community she would be А Š z that existing excavations should 

administering. = be covered with steel plate lids at 
"We will start anew” the teach- | HOLIDAY CHEER. Street children have a rare opportunity to live their dreams as they are welcomed by Enchanted Kingdom mascot cu 


er said, even if the privatization s Е i Fernando said that ongoing 
Wizard at the opening of the World Bazaar Festival at the World Trade Center in Pasay City, where they were given their share of food, н 
issue has yet to be settled. greed entere road projects could be completed 


In todays foundation an- during the night, after the rush. 
niversary, Lakandula High - hour. 
School would be celebrating о Gerry Afable, me evaluates 
with the theme “Lakandula 4 > excavation permits for the MM- 
wih де tene ^^ Metro Manila records 7% crime drop—PNP sue cem 
Map for Peace, Unity and Recon- doubly strict in enforcing the 
ciliation." moratorium on Edsa, from 
Asked whether itappliedtothe By Christian V. Esguerra Razon attributed the signifi. wearing Santa Claus hats. Officers were also told to take Monumento to Roxas Boule- 
teachers’ reconciliation with Blas, cant drop to the deployment of Razon cited the NCRPO's con- an annual firearms proficiency vard. 
а teacher said that for her, this METRO Manila has become more more police officers in shopping tribution to the crime drop, test to improve their skills. Those Afable said the diggings were 
meant reconciliation among peaceful midway into the holiday malls, transport terminals, stressing the fact that around who fail the test were not issued concentrated mainly in the 
teachers, whose friendships had season. schools, markets, churches and 30,000 of his men сапу no guns. Guadalupe and Ayala areas in 
soured during the height of The number of crimes in the other densely populated areas. firearms. The policemen make do Razon also ordered the conver- Makati City. 
protests against the canteen's pri- National Capital Region dropped The NCRPO chief ordered with guns they personally pur- sion of vehicles used to escort top “The MMDA would not hesi- 
vatization. by 7 percent from January to greater police visibility during the chased or nightsticks, he said. officials into patrol cars to aug- tate to confiscate materials and 
“АП wounds would heal, but it November compared to the same Chrismas season when petty _ Toaddressthe problem, the of. ment the police fleet. Non-gov- equipment blocking the road- 
would not happen right away. period last year, Director Avelino crimes rise. Conspicuous in shop- ficial said he issued 500 Taurus 9 епитета! organizations also do- ways, Fernando warned. "We 
“It would take time, but this is Razon Jr., NCR police director, re- ping malls are "Santa Cops,” offi- mm pistols and 14,000 rounds of nated 20 motorcycles and several may even be forced to cancel the 
the beginning,” she added. ported yesterday. cers who go about their duty ammunition to the policemen. bicycles to the “tourist police.” permits of violators.” 


Cause-oriented groups ; 
favor NPA? Technology for Innovators“ 3) Teas INSTRUMENTS | 


MORE thzn a week a tiillegal logging czar, 
ter New Peoples Army with full backing from 
(NPA) guerrillas killed а ON TARGET 7 angry President 
number of government Macapagal-Arroyo. 
soldiers iri San Rafael, Corpus should look 
Bulacan, we have yet to 28 into the people be- 
hear even а word of gH hind the illegal log- 
condemnation ging activities in Au- 
ented groups 7 тога, one of the most 


and leftist congressmen й E devastated provinces. 
РЕ NE nu МЕ exas Instruments 
The — governmen KAIMON THÍ/O tary intelligence chief E È 
soldiers were in that 008 close enough, se 
бип on а mercy mision. They he will find Sen. Edgardo An- incorporated 
Were rescuing barro folk from gara and his sister, Belaflor An- 
rampaging floodwaters. gars Созо, as the ones indi- * я 2 
They were probably armed— rectly responsible for the de- а Y 
Umm. mee | о hias Semiconductor, devices 
—but they came to the town to est cover. po a at i “ip 
make peace and not wage war. TheAngaraswereprobablynot | de 
Yet, the NPA did not spare the directly engaged in illegal logging a n el u а in | 
soldiers who were carrying the in the province, but their inaction $ Зе : 
flag of truce. makes them equally culpable. 3 TS n 4 
And what has been the reaction If Corpus would ask for help | f à s. А - 
of civil society, cause-oriented бот Chuidian’s law office in A^ ns 
groups, and left-leaning politi- prosecuting illegal loggers, we eer 
Gans to the ambush? Nothing! мош see a big legal battle be- я “аы... 
"This gives rise to the perception tween Chuldian and the Angaras. Pis ces к 
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that, as far as cause-oriented groups The senator might come to the 

are concerned, the NPA can do no aid of his illegal logger-friends. 

wrong, И govemment soldiers Both Chuidian and Senator An- 

killed NPA guerrillas, its a violation gara are legal luminaries. 

oftheir human rights. If on the oth- a 

er hand, the NPA killed government If the airfield in Baler, Quezon, 

soldiers, "s all right” were open to commercial aircraft, 

bd private planes would now be help- ED у А 

Retired Brig. ioc ос ing fey E goods to. eere A 4 zw 

us talked the other night with areas by landing at the airfield, aes Y = : 

Rhin мунг Meene Ош commercial plor sald he Сог more.infonmatión, ca 

Chuidian, to make plans in the had asked Senator Angara and * a eg 

drive against illegal loggers Real town officials years ago to E - " 

who are being blamed for the open the airfield to commercial + 5o 

denudation of the forests of the aircraft. But the senator and the 

Sierra Madre mountain range, local officials did not heed there- | 4 DEN 

This caused floods to rampage quest. The senator was probably- A РД t „$. ad 

in several provinces in Luzon. busy with more mundane things E WA ; af es 
Corpus has been appointed an- to grant a simple requess í— — — тазе. 
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Inspection of Manila biz firms stopped 


By Tarra V. Quismundo tors, and all other employees pany or corporation,” said ^ Those who would disobey the ^ He was referring to the Christ- Only after the holidays сап 
ordering a halt in the inspec- Atienza in a memorandum post- order, which was marked for mas tradition among children the city's inspectors return to 
THE MANILA City government tion of business establish ed on bulletin boards all over “strict compliance,” would be making the rounds of homes in regular inspections, an activity 
has declared а suspension ofin- ments in the city during the City Hall. “dealt with drastically" the the neighborhood to sing Christ- that City Hall implements on 
spection visits to business es- holiday season. The oniy exception, said the memo added. mas carols in exchange for giftsor business firms to check 
tablishments around the city The order took effect on Dec. memo, would be inspections "We don't want anyone to cash. whether or not owners run 
for the entire month of Decem- 1, and would be lifted on the "demanded in the highest in- think that our inspectors would ии their operations with the prop- 
ber to dispel the impression firstweekofJanwary,saidAtien- terest of public service,” and make the trips not only purely for Misinterpreted gesture er licenses. 
thatitsinspectorscould usethe та. upon the mayors authoriza- business but also to indulge in Similarly, inspectors going Since his first term as mayor 
occasion to collect holiday “All inspectors, examiners tion. their own personal 'caroling," around business establishments in 1998, Atienza had been 
gifts. and field personnel involved in с : the mayor added. during the Yuletide season might working to eradicate corrup- 
Manila Mayor Joselito the inspection of business estab- Strict compliance "With this order, we could pre- be misinterpreted as being ona tion within City Hall, a job that 
Atienza yesterday released а lishments in Manila are hereby ‘Atienza would have the discre- ventanynegative impression that personal quest for Christmas gifts he had said had yet to be done 
memorandum addressed to directed to stop, cease, desist tion on whether or notto conduct could arise in Manila's business said Atienza, even if they would fully, but which he vowed to 
the city’s department heads, and refrain бот undertaking an inspection while the memo is community” Atienza told the In- only be performing their mandat- pursue in his remaining years 
division chiefs, city inspec- any inspection of any firm, com- E . in City Hall. 


j downloads , j z ; 2 dir: 13210 | Malabon 
1482855 may hike 
permit fees 


By Edson C. Tandoc Jr. 


IFPLANS push through, getting a police clear- 
ance in Malabon City may soon cost 10 times 
more than the original fee. 

Still reeling from a fiscal crisis, the Mal- 
abon City government is planning to increase 
local fees, hoping the amendment of the city 
revenue code would generate an additional 
P47 million in annual revenues. 

"The proposal seeks to increase permit fees 
for pedicabs, tricycles, buildings and busi- 

Я nesses as well as fees for certifications, city 
treasurer Ernesto Pabustan told the INQUIRER. 

Getting a police clearance for а job applica- 
tion, for instance, now costs P10. Under the 
proposed amendment, the new rate would be 
P100. A police clearance for a firearm license 
application, on the other hand, would be 
pegged at P500. 

fme TONE cHoopera7ı poly CHOOPEIA Fees for getting copies of birth, marriage 
ово leave e ом TOWEAFULEAVETY POLY ULEAYE РАС. and death certificates will also rise from P30 
bom NEXION7i — POIYXIBOM г to P50. 

Based on the proposal, annual feos for per- 

Britney Spear mits from the Mayor's Office will also be orga- 
y Spears cae - MIPRIROGTY Ў nized into three categories, depending on ће 
The Cure Tone Беста ^ businesses’ annual income and number of 
Brothers Ee & employees: “small” businesses would have to 
Wayne Wonder TONE MOLDMENOWT1 pay P1,000; "medium" businesses, P3,000; 
теме Pi Duran Duran TONE NOTORIUS71 S ЖШ and “large” businesses, P6,000. 


p Duran Duron TONE WILDBOYS The proposal was already sent to the City 
TRAR п i Р 1 
: ERO, : è сше Исти А PAE ЕИ 
р 'heduled this week with the participation of 
toy Britney Spears POLY MYPREROG od 
Ех sz Tu b duse Cicle POLY IMAGINE Gy ta 


Tuesday Vor , City Hall's current fees were last updated in 

тео Wallpapers апа wold омот р Юе 1992, от more than 12 years ago, Pabustan 
flex Buon Фит POLY rne j said, adding that the local government was in 

тзн POLY Di 1 f dire need of additional revenues. 

BS POLY MASSE 4 With the closure of the local dump in 

The pes POLY BURYU M Barangay Catmon early this year, the city had 

The Barbs turned to private haulers for its garbage dis- 

The Barbs posal services. 

But while the city collects a little over P5 
million yearly for garbage collection, it 
pays P8 million every month to private 
haulers. 
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ten эк? A 3 oe Judge Ricardo Rosario of Makati Region- 
аи ce & al Trial Court Branch 66 ordered the Makati 
City government to cease and desist from 
recording the certificate of sale in the Reg- 
ту of Deeds, and from effecting the trans- 
3 fer of ownership of the properties to the 
MAILS : city. 
New animated greetings tX P52V22 j ٤ The city government had "awarded itself" 
ree ee the МЕТ properties in a public auction on 
Nov. 10 after the MRT allegedly failed to pay 
the city billions in realty taxes. City officials 
said the MRT, which owes the city govern- 
ber» Ше» ment P1.2 billion in realty taxes from 2000 to 
fes de Kaki A Ls =. 2004, has the highest unpaid taxes in a list of 
атаана рари 208 real properties with tax delinquencies 
mese tt p кун d е PRE YT prepared by the city’s treasury department. 
FUIMUS The MRT is a government infrastnicture 
В аи d 3 ‘exempt from real property tax, Rosario said. 
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Inspection of Manila biz firms stopped 


By Tarra V. Quismundo tors, and all other employees 

ordering a halt in the inspec- 
tion of business establish- 
ments in the city during the 
holiday season. 


The order took effect on Dec. 


pany or corporation, said Those who would disobey the He was referring to the Christ- Only after the holidays can. 
‘Atienza їп а memorandum post- order, which was marked for mas tradition among children the city's inspectors return to 
ed on bulletin boards all over “strict compliance,” would be making the rounds of homes in regular inspections, an activity 
City Hall. "dealt with drastically" the the neighborhood to sing Christ- that City Hall implements on. 
The only exception, said the memo added. mas carols in exchange for gifts or business firms to check 
memo, would be inspections “Ме don't want anyone to cash. "whether or not owners run 
“demanded in the highest in- think that our inspectors would their operations with the prop- 
terest of public service,” and make the trips not only purely for Misinterpreted gesture er licenses. 
that its inspectors could use ће za. upon the mayors authoriza- business but also to indulge in inspectors going Since his first term as mayor 
occasion to collect holiday “АП inspectors, examiners tion. their own personal ‘caroling,” in 1998, Atienza had been 
gifts. and field personnel involved in the mayor added. working to eradicate corrup- 
Manila Mayor Joselito the inspection of business estab- “With this order, we could pre- tion within City Hall, a job that 
Atienza yesterday released a  lishments in Manila are hereby vent any negative impression that he had said had yet to be done 
memorandum addressed to directed to stop, cease, desist could arise in Manila’s business fully, but which he vowed to 
the city's department heads, and refrain from undertaking community" Atienza told the In- pursue in his remaining years 


THE MANILA City government 
has declared a suspension of in- 
spection visits to business es- 
tablishments around the city 
for the entire month of Decem- 1, and would be lifted on the 
ber to dispel the impression first week of January, said Atien- 


during the Yuletide season might 
be misinterpreted as being on a 
personal quest for Christmas gifts 
said Atienza, even if they would 
only be performing their mandat- 


Strict compliance 

Atienza would have the discre- 
tion on whether or not to conduct 
an inspection while the memo is 
ineffect. 


division chiefs, city inspec- any inspection of any firm, com- in City Hall. 
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Malabon 
may hike 
permit fees 


By Edson C. Tandoc Jr. 


IF PLANS push through, getting a police clear- 
ance in Malabon City may soon cost 10 times. 
more than the original fee. 

Still reeling from a fiscal crisis, the Mal- 
abon City government is planning to increase 
local fees, hoping the amendment of the city 
revenue code would generate an additional 
P47 million in annual revenues. 

The proposal seeks to increase permit fees 
for pedicabs, tricycles, buildings and busi- 
nesses as well as fees for certifications, city 
treasurer Ernesto Pabustan told the INQUIRER- 

Getting a police clearance for a job applica- 
tion, for instance, now costs P10. Under the 
proposed amendment, the new rate would be 
P100. A police clearance for a firearm license 
application, on the other hand, would be 
pegged at P500. 

Fees for getting copies of birth, marriage 
and death certificates will also rise from P30 
to P50. 

Based on the proposal, annual fees for per- 
mits from the Mayor's Office will also be orga- 
nized into three categories, depending on the 
businesses’ annual income and number of 
employees: “small” businesses would have to 
pay P1,000; “medium” businesses, P3,000; 
and "large" businesses, P6,000. 

‘The proposal was already sent to the City 
Couneil for approval. A public hearing is 
scheduled this week with the participation of 
other sectors. 

City Hall's current fees were last updated in 
1992, or more than 12 years ago, Pabustan 
said, adding that the local government was in 
dire need of additional revenues. 

With the closure of the local dump in 
Barangay Catmon early this year, the city had 
turned to private haulers for its garbage dis- 
posal services. 

But while the city collects a little over P5 
million yearly for garbage collection, it 
pays P8 million every month to private 
haulers. 


Court blocks 
Makati bid to own 
MRT stations 


А MAKATI city judge yesterday issued а writ 
of preliminary injunction preventing the 
Makati City government from taking over the 
Metro Rail Transit property after the local 
government unit placed four terminals and 
railways on the auction block last month. 

Judge Ricardo Rosario of Makati Region- 
al Trial Court Branch 66 ordered the Makati 
City government to cease and desist from 
recording the certificate of sale in the Reg- 
istry of Deeds, and from effecting the trans: 
fer of ownership of the properties to the 
city. 

The city government had "awarded itself" 
the MRT properties in a public auction on 
Nov. 10 afier the MRT allegedly failed to pay 
the city billions in realty taxes. City officials 
said the MRT, which owes the city govern- 
ment P1.2 billion in realty taxes from 2000 to 
2004, has the highest unpaid taxes in а list of 
208 real properties with tax delinquencies 
prepared by the city’s treasury department, 

The MRT is a government infrastricture 
exempt from real property tax, Rosario said. 

Margaux C. Ortiz 
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Ray of hope for six 
banned ‘Fil-shams’ 
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Roach ring clinic 
expects big turnout /A22 


relishes 
dream 


By June Navarro 


ASI Taulava, Davonn Harp and the rest of 
the PBA cagers who were banished from 
the country for falsely claiming Filipino 
citizenship may be allowed to play again. 

Butthere'sacatch. 

АП six of them—including Rudy Hatfield, 
Mick Pennisi, Jon Ordonio and Alex 
Grisano—can rejoin the league only if they fle 
an appeal with the Department of Justice and 
the agency reverses its deportation ruling. 

This and other lenient measures were ap- 
proved by the Philippine Basketball Associations 
board of governors in a meeting yesterday. 

“In the event that their cases are reversed by 
the Justice department, they may re-apply for re- 
instatement provided that they complete the 
documentary requirements of the PBA,” said 
Jeague commissioner Noli Eala. 

Meanwhile, today's scheduled game in Subi 
between FedEx and Alaska has been moved to 
Urdaneta, Pangasinan, on Thursday as the first 
game of a double-header. 

"The second match will be the Barangay Gine- 
bra-Shell encounter originally set on the same 


dayin Balanga, Bataan. 

Aside from the six foreign-bred cagers who 
are facing summary deportation proceedings, 
the PBA will review the citizenship documents 
and application papers of the other 23 Fifor- 
eigners playing in the league. 

"We want to make sure that their papers arein 
‘order and, if not, these players should make bold 
steps on meeting the necessary requirements," 
said Eala, who pegged the deadline for the com- 
pletion of requirements on March 4 next year. 

Ifthe Fil foreigners are unable to complete the 
papers, Eala said the players would be sanc- 
toned by the Commissioners Office through 
suspensions until such time they comply with it. 

The 23 Fi-foreigners will have to complete 
the following requirements: DOJ confirmation, 
immigration recognition, authenticated birth 
certificates of the player and his parents, ñar- 
riage certificate, and a notarized naturalization 
document of either his mother or father. 

"The league also tightened the requirement for 
FiLforeigners aspiring to play in the PBA by cre- 
ating another set of guidelines. 

Beginning this season, an aspiring player must 
submit affidavits from at least three individuals at- + 
testing to his claim to Filipino citizenship. 


TAULAVA (right) and Crisano: Possible reinstatement 
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‘And now there is one: the new BMW 1 Series is full of individual personality, striking style and a unique attitude. The BMW 1 Series is the only one. 
inits class. The only one with groundbreaking BMW design. The only one with rear-wheel drive and trademark BMW handing. The only one with 
а perfect combination of functionality and versatility. As you can see, the BMW 1 Series is one of a Kind — for the one who exudes individuality. 


Experience the new BMW 1 Series at the BMW Pavilion, Bonifacio Global City, from December 4-9, 2004, Test drive slots avaliable from 9:00am 
1o 5:00pm. The first 30 buyers of the new BMW 1 Series wil each get a HP iPAQ h6365 Pocket PC 
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Roach ring clinic expects big turnout 


‘THE BOXING clinic of the man who molded 
Manny Pacquiao into a world boxing celebrity 
has been moved from the Abap Gym to the Ni- 
noy Aquino Stadium on M. Adriatico Street, 
Manila to accommodate an expected big 
tumout. 

The Philippines Sportswriters Association 
and lawyer-sportsman Rudy Salud, organiz- 
ers of the Freddie Roach boxing clinic set to- 
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Tortillos face 


morrow and оп 


Thursday, are offer- 


ing the event free to the public. 
However, those who will at- 
tend and register with the 
secretariat will be divided 
into two groups: actual 


participants and ob- 
servers. 
Roach, last 
years trainer 


of the year, will deliver a lecture on the first 
day and also provide solutions to problems to 
be brought up by the participants. 

Day 2 will be spent to demonstrate actual 
solutions to problems raised and discussed on 
the first day. 

Тор super flyweight Z Gorres will be on 
hand to help Roach in the demonstration of 
techniques. 

PBL commissioner Chino Trinidad, who also 
helped organize the clinic, will act as master of 
ceremonies and assis the famous American 
trainer during the question-answer portion. 

Roach, the 2003 trainer of the year, said 


there are many other Filipino fighters who 
could be as great as Pacquiao. 

Organizers of the Roach clinic believe that 
spreading the gospel of championship boxing 
is one way of discovering and producing more 
Filipino world champions. 

Noted sports nutritionist Sanirose Orbeta 
will talk on proper diet for fighters оп Day 1. 

A big delegation is expected from the 
provinces with the confirmed participation 
from boxing stables in Cebu, Davao, North 
Cotabato and Bukidnon. 

For inquiries, call the PSC-POC Secretariat 
at 536-4722, or cell no. 0917-8351226. 


PACQUIAO playfully flexes his muscles during a 
lullin sparring (above right) at the Wild Card 
‘Gym in Parafaque yesterday. The eminent 
Freddie Roach (middle photo). p 


Wizard 


minus leading scorer 


WILL Granny Goose keep its winning 
rhythm without its leading scorer? 


With injured Toti Almeda indefinitely side- 
lined, the Tortillos brace for a rough stand 
when they seek solo leadership against de- 
fending champion Magnolia-Far Eastern Uni- 
versity in the PBL Open Championship today 
at the Makati Coliseum. 

Almeda, who paced the team with a 9.5 
point average, dislocated his left ring fingerin 
a recent game against ICTSI-La Salle. The 6- 
foot guard had keyed Granny Goose's 68-64 
first round win over Magnolia-FEU by scoring 
14 points. 

Now, the Ice Cream Wizards are favored to 
avenge that defeat at 4 p.m. 

Earlier, Toyota Otis-Letran will go for its 


STUNNING SHUTOUT 


first back-to-back 
win against Wel- 
coat Paints at 2 
pm. 

The — Magnolia 
Wizards, with an 
average winning 
margin of 213 
points in the last 
four games, 

aim for their fifth 
straight машу 
with reigning Most 
Valuable Player Ar- 
wind Santos, Cesar 
Catli and Mark Isip 
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"Tm happy now with the way the boys are 


Mariano-led Muntinlupa 
closes in on chess title 


.TAGAYTAY CITY—Sixth seed Muntinlupa 
City (Alabang) shocked top seed and host 
‘Tagaytay City A with 4-0 shutout in Game 1 of 
the two-match finals yesterday and all but 
clinched the 2004 National Inter-Cities and 
Municipalities chess team championship at 
„the Tagaytay Sports Center here. 

With the unexpected whitewash, Tagaytay 
needs a similar formidable 4-0 romp today in the 
second and final match to force a playoff with 
the Muntinlupa squad for the top prize of 
P100,000. 

Justa single draw in any of the four boards se- 
cures the tide for Muntinlupa, whose top two 
players, Grandmaster Nelson Mariano П and 
Fide Master Oliver Dimakiling, were assured of 
stints in the Singapore Open with a win in the fi- 
nals by team manager Victor Ulanday 

Mariano beat fellow GM Joey Antonio, Di- 
makiling downed Intemational Master Richard 


Bitoon and Randy Segarra and Basilio Pandan 
completed the sweep with wins over Jerome 
Balico and 11-year-old Wesley So, respectively. 

It was a draw on all four boards in the bartie 
for third and fourth places between Dasmariñas 
(Cavite) and Manila B. 

‘Third seed Dasmariñas fielded IM Peronio Ro- 
ca, NM Oliver Barbosa, Raymond Salcedo and Roel 
Abelgas against Manila's IM candidate Darwin Lay- 
lo, Asian Zonal champion IM Ronald Dableo, Noel 
Dela Cruz and Carlo Magno Rosaupan. 

In the semifinals held earlier, Tagaytay ousted 
Dasmariñas, 35-05 and 25-15, while Mun- 
tinlupa eliminated Manila B, 2.5-1.5 and 2-2. 

‘Tagaytay and Muntinlupa had played to a 2-2 
draw in their first meeting in the eliminations. 

Meanwhile, NM Edgardo Garma of Tagaytay 
City B and Mirabeau Maga of San Fernando City 
(Pampanga) were declared gold medalists on 
board 1 with 6 points in seven games. 


playing,” said Magnolia-FEU coach Koy Ba- 
nal. "Everybody is delivering the goods for 
us” 

But the Torillos still remain formidable 
with Ardy Larong, Chico Lanete, JR Quifiahan 
and Alfie Grijaldo. 

Tes anybody's game in the Toyota Otis-Le- 
tran-Welcoat match due to their unpre- 
dictable plays in the second round. 

"les the same old problem for us, lack of 
consistency" said coach Louie Alas, whose 
Knights will gun for a repeat of their 63-52 ti 
‘umph over the Paintmasters in the first round 
of eliminations. 

"Toyota Otis-Letran will also try to follow up 
on its 85-61 drubbing of ICTSI-La Salle, while 
Welcoat aims to spring back from a 93-80 loss 
to Montafia. Jasmine W. Payo 


MARIANO: Big victory over Antonio 


The other winners were NM Ronald Llavanes 
of Marikina City on board 2 (6.5/7); Allan Can- 
tonjos of Manila A on board 3 (5/6); Elias Ban- 
guiran of General Santos City on board 4 (4.5/5) 
and Christopher Rodriguez of Manila (Philippine 
Navy) on board S with (4.5/5). 

"The tournament is sponsored by Tagaytay 
су Marlon Bernardino, Contributor. 


Petron beach volley grand finale Friday 


JENNIFER Bohawe and Patricia 
Siatan, the first backto-back win- 
ners of the Petron Ladies Beach 
Volleyball Tournament, going up 
against last legs champions 
Philippine Navy's Michelle 
Laborte and Cecile Tabuena. 

‘And with the rest of the league's 
past winners and their runners-up 
‘entered, what have you got? 

A slambang grand finale to de- 
termine the country’s best beach 
volleyball queens, according to or- 
ganizer Tisha Abundo, a former 
commissioner of the Philippine 
Sports Commission. 


“It will surely be the beach vol- 
leyball event to end all beach vol- 
leyball events," she said. “They 
(past winners) are all here, all rar- 
ing to strut their stuff and lay 
claim to the Petron crown.” 

‘The tournament is set on Dec. 
Wand 11 atthe state-of-the-art 
Cantada Sports Center. 

Leading the cast of participants, 
aside from the Bohawe-Siatan 
and Laborte-Tabuena pairs, are 
Joyce Ann Realeza and Roma 
Cyril Jaro, Lou Maranon and 
‘Sherrie Ann Garcia, Rosalina 
‘Gomez and Joy Mijares, Layna 


„umate to have closed a 


Macapagal and Mylene Manuel, 
Rosejoy Pinuela and Maricel Bra- 
а, Rose Anne Anne Baroga and 
Carla Santos, Meanne Calara and 
Theresa Lopez, and Michelle 
Pinero and Joan Namuco, 
Abundo, a former national vol- 
leyball team star, said she was for- 


the Cantada Sports Center, cour- 
tesy ofits owner Boy Cantada. 

“Were glad to be concluding 
this beach volleyball event over at 
the CSC," she said. "We thank Mr. 
Boy Cantada, whose heart is really 
for sports development.” 


Abundo said the volleyball 
boom, whether the regular kind 
or the beach volley type, isa good 
sign that the sport, which enjoyed 
immense popularity from the 
1970s to he early 1990s, ison the. 
upswing. 

“Volleyball tournaments are. 
again drawing the crowds and 
hogging the sports pages, and we. 
have to take advantage of this,” 
 Abundo said. 

“Asa former volleyball player it 
is my fondest wish to bring back 
the glory days of volleyball in the 
country” 


deal with 


Asian women’s 
softball draws 


record 1 


WITH DEFENDING ti- 
tist China and many- 
time champion Japan 
heavily picked to meet 
in the finals for the fifth 
consecutive time, the 
eighth Asian Women's 
softball ^ toumament 
opens this Sunday (Dec. 
12) atthe Rizal ballpark 
featuring a record-ying ANGPING 
12nations. 

Six games, including the Philip- 
pine Blu Giris’ match against lowly 
‘Thailand, make up the opening 
schedule of this week-long tourna- 
теп that serves as the Asian elimi 
nations for the 2007 world champi- 
onship in Shanghai. 

First Gentleman Mike Arroyo has 
been invited to make the ceremoni- 
al pitch in the company of world 
softball federation president Don 
Poner during the short, simple 
opening rites scheduled at 12 noon. 

It will be Japan against Hong 
Kong at 8 ал, China against In- 
donesia at 10 алт, ће Philippines 
against Thailand at 1 pam., Singa- 
pore against South Korea at 3 p.m., 
Chinese-Taipei against India at 5 
God: and North Korea against 
Malaysia at 7 p.m. in the opening 
games of this tournament backed 
by San Miguel Согр. Oishi, Boysen 
Paints and Burlington Socks. 

China and Japan, backstopped 
by several players who saw action 
in the last Athens Olympic Games, 
are highly fancied to comer the first 
two slots for the world tournament, 
leaving the race for the third and 
last berth a close and interesting 


2 teams 


one among the Blu 
Girls, the Taiwanese 
and the North Koreans. 
The Chinese have 
ruled this toumament 
with an iron hand, win- 
ning the tile thee 
straight times in a streak 
that stated on their de- 
but in 1987 in Tokyo. 
They repeated in 
1991 in Jakara and 
made it three in a row with another 
big win in 1995 in Manila. In all 
three occasions, the Chinese defeat- 
ed the Japanese for the tile. 

Japan won the inaugural touma- 
mentin 1967 in Manila, repeated in 
1969 in Taipei and reigned 
supreme again in 1974 also in 
Manila, ай at the expense of the 
famed Blu Girls. 

‘According to the organizing Am- 
деш Softball Association of the 
Philippines headed by president 
Harry Angping, this marks only the 
second time since 1967 that 12 
countries will see action. In 1991 in 
Jakarta, 12 teams also competed. 

“We're happy that all the coun- 
tries we invited are coming, includ- 
ing the North Koreans," said 
Angping. “We're inviting all those 
who love the game of softball to 
come and watch the best in Asian 
women's softball in action.” 

The field has been divided into 
two groups of six with Japan, Chi- 
nese-Taipei, Korea, Hong Kong, Sin- 
gapore and India making up Group 
А and China, North Korea, the 
Philippines, Indonesia, Thailand 
and Malaysia comprising Group В. 


Subic SEA Games role 
up for discussion today 


By Marc Anthony Reyes 


IS Subic ready to stage the 2005 
Southeast Asian Games? 

The Philippine SEA Games Orga 
nizing Committee will try to dear 
this key issue during its meeting to- 
day with the heads ofthe 41 nation- 
al sports associations taking part in 
the SEAG, and local organizers of 
subsites like Cebu City, Mandaue 
ity Bacolod and Subic. 

‘While Bacolod and Cebu have al- 
ready bared their initial plans, in- 


cluding their projected budgets, 
nothing has been heard from Subic 
which will host sailing, archery, 
triathlon and cycling (mountain 
bike and road race). 

Philsoc member Red Dumuk said 
the local organizers will be asked to 
report onthe status of theit prepara- 
tions in association with the NSAS. 

“This will be a big meeting be- 
cause we will finally determine 
which event will be held on which 
дау” said Dumuk, who is in charge 
of venues and site for the meet. 


Iloilo beads charge 
of Futsal favorites 


1010 сїтү—їюйо survived a big 
scare from Laguna, eking outa pul- 
sating 7-6 win Sunday and leading 
the charge of the favorites at the 
start of the Ist PPRadidas Putsal 
Championship before a huge crowd. 
atthe lloilo Sports Complex here. 
Alis Sayson and James 
starred for the llonggos as they 
netted two goals each to frus- 
trate the Laguna booters in 
Group B action that thrilled the 
fans. Negros Occidental was 
even more unforgiving as it 
romped to a 19-2 triumph over 
Oriental Mindoro in Group A. 
Cagayan de Oro also made 


its presence felt in the event or- 
ganized by the Пойо Football 
Association and hosted by the 
provincial government headed 
by Gov. Neil Tupas by scoring a 
13-6 win over Rizal in Group B. 

Cebu-Lhuillier routed Tar- 
lac, 12-3, in Group A of the 
tournament also supported by 
WG&A SuperFerry, Aboitiz, 
Red Ribbon and Petron. 

Robert Canedo emerged as 
the day's best player after 
knocking im six goals for Ne- 
gros Occidental in the four-day 
event, which is a combination 
of soccer and basketball, 
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Davao booters edge Cebu, cop Under-19 title 


‘SUSTAINING its streak of success, Davao 
edged Cebu, 2-1, yesterday to rule the 
PFF/Adidas U-19 Championship at the 
San Carlos football pitch in Talamban, 
Cebu City. 

Eduardo Gempisaw and Clifford Dac. 
era struck for Davao in the second half 
and Cebu just managed a single goal 
through ace Ronald Mahilum in the 81st 
minute ofthe well-attended finals. 

It маз а wonderful result for the 


Davao Football Association, which is 
basking on a spate of football successes 
lately. 

Last August, Davao's Under-19 git 
booters took the silver medal in the Na- 
tional SuperFerry Under-19 tournament 
and their women's squad returned home 
in September with the gold in the ‘Open’ 
division. 

Iloilo won the battle for third place 
over the National Capital Region with a 


4-2 victory in the penalty shoot-out after 
a scoreless draw in 90 minutes. 

"The National Capital Region was also 
beaten in the semifinals by Davao, 4- 

Content in feeling out the home side, 
the Davaoeftos stayed organized against 
a Cebu squad out to prove a point. 

But while they dominated the early 
exchanges, the Visayans did not look 
comfortable attacking their opponents. 

After the break, Davao coach Ra- 


monito Carreon made adjustments and 
his strikers started to create problems 
for the Cebu defenders. Thirteen mi 
utes into the half, Davao was rewarded 
by a Gempisaw strike. As the Cebuanos 
went on attack-mode in search of an 
equalizer, Dacera burned their defenses 
to double the advantage for his side, 2- 
0. 

Mahilum, who beat Пойо in Sunday's 
semis, pulled one on the 81st minute, but 


itwas not enough this time, 

‘The finals was a rematch of Group A 
squads who played only last week to a 
nail-biting 1-1 draw in the eliminations. 

The event was organized for the 
Philippine Football Federation by the Ce- 
bu Football Association. It was backed by 
Petron, Superferry, Red Ribbon 
Bakeshop and supported on television by 
“Soccer Showdown”, the local football 
program on ABC Channel 5. 


SPORTSWATCH 


PBA donates to typhoon victims 

IT HAS been proven that the Bayanihan spirit lingers in the hearts of PBA 
people, supporters and fans, Hearing the call for assistance in the after- 
math of a series of killer storms that battered Southern Luzon, the PBA 
community didn't hesitate in extending its helping hand. In fact, just on 
the first day of its "РВА, Но Ang Tulong Ko" campaign Sunday, the PBA 
accumulated P167,300 in cash donation plus hundreds of thousands In 
kind. Red Bull Barako's Enrico Villanueva, Sta. Lucia Realty's Marlou 
Aquino and FedEx's Renren Ritualo were the first players to answer the 
‘cali for help. Among the other early donors were the Philippine Charity 
Sweepstakes Office (PCSO), former Pasig mayor and PBA habitué Mario 
Raymundo and ABC-5 Sports talent Dominic Uy. The PBA humanitarian 
project continues until Friday. All phone pledges for donations will be re- 
ceived by the ABC 5 Office of Corporate Affairs at 8128886. Donations in 
kind will be received within office hours at the PBA office inside the Ultra. 
‘Complex in Pasig, the ABC Makati Office in Legaspi Village, Makati or 
АВС Studios on Quirino Highway, Novaliches, Quezon City. 


Castañares eyes title in New Zealand 

LIKE the popular Manny Pacquiao, Philippine junior welterweight champi- 
‘on Dindo Castañares also has an important date this Saturday. While Pac- 
 quiao tries to preserve his status as one of the world's top featherweight 
fighters against Thailand's Fahsan ЗК Battery in Taguig, Castañares will be 
in New Zealand seeking the World Boxing Foundation junior welterweight 
title. Opposing Castañares will be Guillermo "Pantera" Mosquera in the 
first ever world title fight at the Unitec ETA Stadium in Auckland. Mos- 
quera, the Auckland-based Colombian, parades a record of 38 wins (19 
KOs) against 5 losses and a draw. After a failed attempt at the WBU crown, 
Pantera is out to secure the world title this time. Castañares goes into the 
bout armed with a 14-3-1 win-loss-draw record with 10 KOs. New Zealan- 
der David Werimu takes on Fiji's Ja Ali, while NZ's Chris Rehu battles 
Wahid Khan in the preliminaries according to WBF New Zealand supervi- 
‘sor Denny Enright. ‘Salven L. Lagumbay, Contributor 


PTA golf tees off at Intramuros 

‘THE PHILIPPINE Tourism Authority Golf Club's year-end tournament, origi- 
nally set last Friday, will be played this Saturday at Club Intramuros in Manila. 
"Due to typhoons Winnie then Yoyong, we had no choice but to move the 
tournament,” said PTA Golf Club president, engineer Nestor Domalanta. This 
year's backers include Petron Corp., Intellicare, Alaska Milk, Майа, Smart 
Communications Inc., San Miguel Corp., Air Philippines, International Ex- 
change Bank Credit Card Division, Zest-O Corp., Alert Security and Investiga- 
tion Agency Inc., Topnotch Apparel, RM Builders, Maor Mike Panagan- 
daman, Chief Supt. Pedro E. Bulaong, Robert Ynson, Armando М. Zamora, 
‘Mario Oreta, AR Santos Sculpture, Nikkos, Му Commercial and Bulacan 
Garden Corp. So far, 150 golfers are expected to take part. For inquiries, call 
Judy Chua at 523-2544 or Irene Tumaob at 523-5949. 


Pasay 4-cocker lines up 60 fights 
THE ONLY derby scheduled in Metro Manila today is scheduled at the 
air-conditioned Pasay City Cockpit, a 4-cock event with more than 60 
fights lined up. The derby, hosted by Е. Mitra and F. Reyes and spon- 
‘sored by Sagupaan Complexor 3000, Sagupaan Mite Free and Sagu- 
paan B-50 Forten, has an entry fee of P10,000 and a minimum bet of 
P5,500. For inquiries, call 843-1746, 843-1890 and 816-6750. Mean- 
while, the Pasay Cockpit Cockers Association (PCCA) will hold its sea~ 
son-opening 4-cock derby this Friday. Scheduled on Dec. 13, 15 and 17 
is the much-awaited "Pasko Sa Pasay 4-Cock Derby," which offers a 
guaranteed prize of P1.5 million for an entry fee of P8,800. According to 
managers Oscar Gonzales, Eric dela Rosa and Butchoy Olano, а 
bonus prize of P100,000 await the day champions during the elimina- 
tion rounds on Dec. 13 and 15. The finals is on Dec. 17. 


King clinches open masters crown 
NATIONAL Bowler Chester King shot 3143 pinfalls to bag the Open Mas- 
ters crown in the recent PBA (Pasig Bowling Association)-Boysen Silver 
Anniversary Open tenpin bowling championships at the Green Valley 
Janes, PBAP-Bowlmart-Ink for Less’ King, the RP representative in the 
‘ongoing Bowling World Cup international finals In Singapore together. 
with Liza del Rosario, beat MTBA's Raoul Miranda (3055) and TBAM-Pri- 
ma's Tyrone Ongpauco (3044). King flew home from Hong Kong where 
he competed in the HK Open, qualified at the last minute and went on to 
win thee, Arnold Lecaros also sparked in the tournay organized by the 
PBA led by its president, Steve Robles, by scoring his first career perfect 
game. The other Masters champions were Danny Tuazon, seniors; 
Maricar Arce, ladies; Francis Villaflor, associate; and Nilo Penado, graded. 
A member of the host team, Tuazon tallied 2146 to beat Sletba's Freddie 
Castro (2138), PBA's Willie Dacanay (2088), TBAM-Prima's Tony Ayson 
(2083) and MBA's Hermie Castillo (2078). Unique's Arce rolled 1912 to 
topple TBAM-Prima's Rachelle Leon (1904). 


~ жаи. 


WORLD CUP BETS: Puyat Sports vice president Joey Puyat Ill 


(center) congratulates Chester King after presenting his plane 
ticket and allowance for his participation in the forthcoming 
Bowling World Cup international finals їп Singapore, At lefts 
Liza del Rosario, the other RP World Cup entry. Puyat Sports is 
sponsoring the trip of King and Del Rosario to the competition. 
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SHAKEY'S V-LEAGUE 
Legends, Tigresses 


clash for solo lead 


FEU defenders try 

to block the spike of 

Letran's Macatangay. 
EUGENEA ARANETA 


By Musong R. Castillo 


AUGUST Sta. Maria has been in the sport long enough to 


UE 


BAGUIO CITY—The young teams 
of Southwoods and Mizuno-DHL 
go from top contenders to under- 
dogs when the 55th Fil-Am Invita- 
tional Golf Tournament gets going 
at the Baguio County Club and 
Camp John Hay courses here. 

After a three-year tile duel 
Southwoods and Mizuno-DHL are 
now the dark horses with the entry 
of Nike Golf Team bannered by 
crack players from Canlubang and 
Calatagan as well as Del Monte Golf 
Club, the PAL Interclub champion 
last March, 

“Nike and Del Monte are the 
feared team. Man to man, hindi ka- 
mi lalaban (were not in the fight) 
Dut this is teamwork,” said defend- 
ing champion Mizuno-DHL team 


captain Lovell Gopez. 

Gopez said their advantage as 
underdogs is that the pressure will 
beoff them. 

Mizuno-DHL has Marvin Du- 
madan, Samsung Tour champion 
Raymund Sangil, Laurence Negri- 
do, Erwin Vinluan and Marvin Du- 
mandan. The players who won the 
Fil tide for Mizuno last year are now 
with Del Monte. 

Dumandan was runner-up in the 
HLA Saujana Amateur Open in 
Malaysia last May while Sangil was 
runner-up in the recent Kau Sai 
Chau-Asian Golf Monthly Interna- 
tional Amateur Open in Hong Kong. 

Southwoods is composed of 
young stars Artemio Murakami, 21; 
‘Antonio Asistio, 15; Gene Bondoc, 


know what's doable and otherwise. 


He knows that the Philippine 
Sports Commission Lady Leg- 


ends can be beaten. 
“They're not 


unbeatable,” 5p, 


GAMES TODAY 
(Rizal Memorial Coliseum) 
p.m.—Santo Tomas vs PSC 
La Salle vs San Sebastian 


ta, Maria said on the eve of his 


Santo Tomas Tigresses’ much- 
awaited clash with the Lady 
Legends for solo leadership in 

/-League elimina- 
lions at the Rizal Memorial Coli- 


the Shakey's 


seum. 


"They have the advantage. 
thats obvi- 
ous," Sta. Maria added. "But 
they can be beaten. They 
‘won't have the same easy 


in manpower, 


time against us. 


The defending champion 
Tigresses square off with 
the Lady Legends in the 3 
pm. game, looking to be- 
come the first team in the 
tournament to see a PSC tum- 

ble even as La Salle and San 
Sebastian try to win for the 
first time at each others ex- 


pense at 5 o'clock, 
PSC is walking 


bull's-eye in its back after win- 
ning its first three games. It re- 
mains favored to notch a fourth 
straight win against a side 
highly touted due to its superi- 
or firepower and experience. 
Santo Tomas has won its first 
and only 


two assignments 


mi of their chances. 


19; and Mike Bibar, 20. Junjun Plana 
137 is the team's wise old man. 
"The ball is round,” said Muraka- 


Their main worry is the Nike Golf 
team led by top amateur Juvic Pa- 
gunsan, who paired with Murakami 
in sweeping the 74th Thailand Am- 
ateur Open Golf Championship re- 
cently, Other members of Nike are 
Jun Bemis, Boy Saragosa, Jay Bay- 
ron and JR Tampingco. 

Such is the strength of the Nike 
squad that eight-ime, Fil-Am indi- 
vidual champ Tommy Manotoc has 
opted to play in the Am division, 

“This will be an interesting fight. 
This is no longer a two-team con- 
test," said Del Monte's Paul Mifioza, 
younger brother of Frank Mifioza, 


dropped a set in the tourna- 
ment like PSC. 

The Tigresses will be coming 
off a straight-sets victory 
against Letran on Sunday and 
Sta. Maria plans to take the 
fight to the Lady Legends early 
since PSC, whose average age is 
34, will also be playing after 
only a day's rest. 

Roxanne Pimentel, one of 
two UST reinforcements, is the 
most prolific attacker in the 
tournament thus far. She was 
credited for 20 points against 
the Lady Knights, 14 of them 
coming from kills. 

“We need to receive well and 
control the game early,” said 
Sta. Maria, whose 25 years at 
the helm of the UST volley pro- 
gram has produced at least 10 
UAAP titles and other various 
collegiate trophies. 

“1 know for a fact that we can 
defend as well as anyone in the 
league. If we can get our of- 
fense going the way it was in 
the last two games, we have a 
better than average chance of 
winning.” 


a big 


‘who is playing here with fellow PAL 
teammates led by Tristan Tabanas, 
Romeo Jaraula, Louie Dacudao and 
Joel Opaco. 

Action in the championship fight 
will start on Thursday 

"Today, players from 80 teams in 
Classes B, C and D will be teeing off 
firstas early as6 a.m. 

‘The Class B in the Fil Division are 
PAGA Intemational, Dugong 
Bughaw, Aguinaldo and Navy while 
BMG Solar Team, Dugong Bughaw 
and Nueva Edija Golf Team are the 
top seeds in the Am Division. 

1п Class С, Publicis Dialog, Club 
Marinduque, Capitol Hills and Fil- 
Am at San Diego fight it out with 
nineotherteams. Frank Cimatu, 
PDI Northern Luzon Bureau 


CLEAR the way for the weary warriors. 

They are not that weary, really. At first 
glance, they seemed tired, You could almost 
see it in the way they walk: They have lead- 
en legs, laboring every step of the way as 
they trudge to the clubhouse from the 18th 
green, Thirty six holes in eight hours cov- 
ered in two days—minus the benefit of a 
ride—could be energy-sapping, debilitat- 
ing. 

But don’tbe fooled, though. They are of a 
different breed—like those in mythical Troy, 
they fight to the last drop of their blood, 

‘Their knees will always be in command of 
their heartbeat that even if they d been prac- 
ticing frenetically the past two days, there's 
по mountain that can't be scaled—no mat- 
terthe odds, 

They'd be playing four days starting to- 
day, over 72 difficult holes, on terrain that 
aren't the friendliest this side of the golfing 
globe, 

While the Baguio Country Club has re- 
tained Its cardiac holes that remain the 
bane of many golfers from the low lands, 
Camp John Hay is no easy picking, 
though. CJH, although its been re- 
designed by Jack Nicklaus, has not been. 
overhauled to suit the taste of duffers 


Golf war 


SPECTATOR 


simply out to have fun in the su 

But make no mistake about it: Those set 
to be unleashed today are more than ready. 
For one, their bodies are built to last the 
siege. For another, their minds are set to 
complete the conquest. They aren't like the 
seniors: More play, less business. In the 
Men's Regular of the 55th Fil-Am Golf Invi- 
tational that begins today at both the Baguio 
Country Club and Camp John Нау, it's ай 
business for the 800 or so participants, No 
play. To the purists, the word fun is no-no. 

Mizuno-DHL has come back to defend the 
tournament's most coveted plum, the Fil ti- 
tle, It finally won the crown last year in its 
third attempt to unseat CAP-Southwoods, 
still too stunned over the setback it seemed 
it was in no mood for competition this year; 
it has fielded a nor-so-competitive bunch of 
youngsters, | wonder if CAP-Southwoodls is 


even ready to properly defend its Am title, 

Del Monte, with some of its players for- 
merly with Mizuno-DHL, can give Mizuno- 
DHL some headaches but then, newcomer 
Nike—not really a rookie squad if we con- 
sider the players in its fold—has been 
grudgingly considered out to transform the 
tournament into a commercial war. 

You see, the last three, four, years saw 
Mizuno-DHL star as the team chiefly credit- 
ed with returning the fire and fervor of this 
fabled tournament. Its participation 
‘alone—never mind if it finished second the 
last two, three, years prior to 2003—has 
rekindled the event’s old flame: Its players 
offered perennial champion Southwoods a 
thrilling, exciting and drama-filled chal- 
lenge from beginning to end. In short, with 
Nike's participation, Mizuno-DHL has got 
company. Mizuno, in case you've forgotten, 
has been giving Nike over the years a tough 
time insofar as sales of golf equipment is 
concerned, 

And so, ifthe Arab world had its gulf war, 
the Fil-Am now has its own golf war. Indeed, 
the Fil-Am, the largest golf tournament in 
the world in terms of the number of partici- 
pants, does not, will never, run out of novel- 
ties, 


‘SUNS’ Joe Johnson (right) and Blazers’ Darius Miles go for the loose ball. 
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Suns scorch Trail Blazers; 
Peja rallies Kings past Celts 


NEW YORK—Quentin Richardson poured in 
37 points, including eight three-pointers, and 
Shawn Marion added 16 points and 12 re- 
bounds to lead the Phoenix Suns to а 121-99 
thrashing of the host Portland Trail Blazers 
Sunday. 

‘Amare Stoudemire had 19 points and nine 
rebounds for the Suns, who blew open the 
game with 37 points in the fourth quarter 
and led by as many as 25 at one stage. 

Phoenix (14-3) hit back in style in its first 
game since losing for the first time in 10 out- 
ings Friday to Minnesota. 

‘Steve Nash also claimed а double-double 


for Phoenix with 10 points and 11 assists 
while Joe Johnson chipped in with 15 
points. 

Zach Randolph collected 24 points and 11 
rebounds for Portland and Shareef Abdur- 
Rahim added 15 points and 11 rebounds. 

Ruben Patterson posted 15 points for the 
Trail Blazers while Darius Miles had 14. Port- 
land (8-8) has lost two straight since reeling 
off four wins out of five. 

In Sacramento, Peja Stojakovic registered 
27 points, including six three-pointers, as 
the Kings rolled to a 119-105 victory over the 
Boston Celtics. 


me 
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Moya relishes dream .. 


БРД 


as Spain grabs crown ` 


EVILLE, Spain—A majestic 

Carlos Moya tamed world 

No. 2 Andy Roddick, 6-2, 7-6, 
7-6, on Sunday to clinch the Davis 
Cup for Spain. 

The popular Mallorcan erased the 
heartache of missing Spain's maiden triumph 
in 2000 by bringing the American to his knees 
in front of more than 27,000 frenzied fans in 
Seville's Olympic Stadium. 

“Ic is a moment I have been waiting for for 
many years," Moya said, tears glistening in his 
eyes. "hn incredible way to win the Cup. 

"The Davis Cup is my dream. I don't believe 
there is anything bigger than what Гуе lived 
through today" the former world No. 1 


added. 


RODDICK: Dejected reves 


Roddick, caked in red clay, hurled himself 
all over the specially constructed court 
throughout the contest but was simply unable 
to fend off his tormentor. 

“Bottom line is they were just better than us 
this weekend, Roddick said, refusing to 
blame a groin strain he suffered in the second 
set for his defeat. "You can say whatever you 
want, but they came out, they took care of 
business. They beat us. Its as simple as that." 
Moya's victory—a first over Roddick after 
three defeats—gave Spain an unassailable 3- 
1 lead over the United States. 

Moya beat Mardy Fish and Roddick fell to 
Rafael Nadal on the opening day before Bob 
and Mike Bryan won Saturday's doubles. 

Fish later made it 3-2 with a 7-6, 6-2 victory 
over Tommy Robredo in the dead rubber. 


Moya's victory over Roddick made his fel- 
low Майогсап Nadal the youngest player to 
help win the Davis Cup. 

Aged 18 years and 185 days, Nadal beat the 
record set by Australia's Pat Cash in 1983 by 
30 days. 

Former French Open champion Moya got 
off to a great start on Sunday, streaking into a 
4-0 lead before Roddick registered on the 
scoreboard. 

With Spanish trumpeters tooting in the 
crowd and against a sea of red and yellow 
flags, the world No. 5 teased and tormented 
the rampaging Roddick with an array of spins 
and angles. 

Moya wrapped up the opening set in just 
36 minutes as US coach Patrick McEnroe 
squirmed in his courtside seat. Reuters 


Tennis’ new young 
star rises in Nadal 


SEVILLE, Spain—Tennis may have a new 
star—18-year-old Spaniard Rafael Nadal. 

In beating world No. 2 Andy Roddick in 
four sets on the first day of the Davis Cup final 
before a record 27,200 fans, he has made his 
mark as the latest in a long line of talented 
Spanish players. 

In each period of my life there have been 
key matches,” he said. "Maybe this is one of 
them.” 

His friends call him “Biturbo,” which trans- 
lates to “Twin Turbo." 

Its easy to see why. 

Nadal is a 1.85-meter (6-foot-1) left-han- 
der with a powerful, sweeping stroke who can 
play from the baseline on clay but—as he 
showed in beating Roddick—has raw power 
to go with a boyish face. 

‘And the fans—at least the Spanish fans— 
love him for his exuberance and his leaps and 


scissor kicks on the court after win- 
ning big points. & 

Afer beating Roddick, he VE 
flopped on his back and rolled in 
the dusty red clay in Seville's Olympic 
Stadium. As teammate Carlos Moya defeat- 
ей Roddick on Sunday to clinch the title over 
the United States, Nadal was the team's main 
cheerleader on the bench. 

Nadal was a surprise pick to play singles in- 
stead of former French Open champion Juan 
Carlos Ferrero. Ferrero, a former world No. 1, 
was slowed all season by chicken pox and bro- 
ken ribs. Of Spain's four Davis players, 
Nadal's ranking was the lowest—51. 

Nadal joins а long line of Spanish talent: 
Sergi Bruguera, Alex Corretja, Albert Costa, 
Ferrero and Moya. The line stretches back to 
the player regarded as Spain's best ever— 
Manuel Santana. 


Goosen keeps his cool, tops Nedbank 


‘SUN CITY, South Africa—Retief Goosen 
‘converted superb five-under-par front 
nine into a serere six-stroke victory at the 
Nedbank Challenge as third-round leader 
Lee Westwood saw his chances sunk in a 
welter of bogeys on Sunday. 

Goosen, the US Open champion, won 
from countryman and world No, 2- 
ranked player Emie Els and Australia's 
Stuart Appleby. Els, а three-time champi- 
‘on at Sun City, carded a final-round 71, 
while Appleby struggled to а 74. 

Goosen nearly didn't start the touma- 
ment. He said: "I heard on Wednesday 
that my newborn daughter, Ella, was in 
hospital with bronchitis." 

“1 was all ready to climb onto a plane 
right away and go back to London, but 
my wife, Tracy, persuaded me to play, and 
this win certainly makes it worthwhile.” 

Tewas at the eighth and ninth holes of 
the 7,162-meter (7,835 yard) par-72 
Gary Player Country Club course that the 
toumament was won and lost as Goosen 
finished seven-under par, 


Westwood carded a calamitous vriple- 
bogey on the par-four eighth. He shot а 
fine birdie on the par-five ninth, but 
Goosen responded with an eagle on the 
same hole. 

“After that, I thought | could ger to 12- 
under for the tournament,” said Goosen, 
"but the bogeys on 10 and 11 put that out 
the window" 

That left Westwood having to do pre- 
cisely what he said the day before should 
not be done on the difficult course—he 
had to play aggressively. 

But the aggression led him to drop sev- 
en shots—five bogeys and a double bogey 
—as Goosen won the tournament billed 
as "Africa's Major" at his fourth апетре. 

Nerves played a big role as he shot four 


GOOSEN: Surprise winner 


bogeys of his own on the back nine—a the way the course was playing.” 


stark contrast to his cool play on the out- 


ШТУ parfive 10th, he compounded the im- 
pression of a player about to buckle him- 
self when he pulled his drive on the 11th, 
left his approach a long way right and bo- 
geyed fora second successive hole. 

There were bogeys again on 13 and 18 
but, by then, Westwood's challenge had 
evaporated. 

For Goosen, who had been baring the 
effects of a three-week long cold, the 
whole tournament wasa struggle. 

"Every shot was like a fight our there 
this week," he said. . 

Goosen, whose US Open win this year 
came at the very tough Shinnecock Hills 
course, said he relished the challenge 
posed by difficult courses. 

“This was one of the toughest courses 
we played on all year,” he said. “I like it 


The eagle was the point at which when it's really tough. I think better play- 


ward joumey which included three Goosen appeared to have Westwood reel- ers come through on a tough course.” 


birdies and an eagle. 


ing on the ropes. He was reticent when it 


The course caused a trail of poor 


“1 just thought of staying ahead,” said сате to planting the knockout blow, scores. None was poorer than Spaniard 


Goosen. “I was making a lot of mistakes, however 
‘After he bogeyed the relatively easy АР 


but no one was going to make a гип at me 


Deatb on tbe field 


Sergio Garcia, who finished 15-over-par. 


NEW DELHI—A Brazilian-born soccer play- 
er with an Indian club collapsed and died on 
Sunday, moments after scoring his second 
goal in his team's 2-0 victory. 

ретро club striker Christiano de Lima 
Jr, 24, appeared to clash with Mohun 
Bagan's goalkeeper while scoring and 
staggered away and collapsed during the 
' pm 'of the Federation Сир, a top inter- 


club event played in the southern city of 
Bangalore. 

The unconscious player was taken to a 
hospital but was declared dead by the 
doctors, Albert Colaco, secretary of the АЙ 
India Football Federation told Reuters, 

De Lima was a prolific goal-scorer since 
arriving in India a few seasons ago. 

Reuters 


ADOCTOR fails to revive Brazilian striker Christiano de Lima Jr. e 
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Brad Miller added 22 points and 10 re- 
bounds for Sacramento (12-5) while Chris 
Webber had 18 points and 10 rebounds. 

Mike Bibby picked up 15 points and 10 as- 
sists for the Kings, who overcame a 36-18 
first-quarter deficit with six players scoring 
in double figures. 

Mark Blount recorded 18 points and eight 
rebounds for Boston (7-9) but his team al- 
lowed 37 points in the second quarter and 
another 38 in the third. 

Paul Pierce added 16 points for the Celtics 
while Raef LaFrentz notched 15 points and 
14 rebounds. 


CARLOS Moya exults at the end of his Davis Cup final tennis match. ar 


Thais shoot 
for hat-trick 


HANOI, Viemam—Southeast Asia's biennial bat- 
tle for football supremacy kicks off Tuesday with 
regional giants Thailand gunning for a hat-trick 
inthe 10-team Tiger Cup. 

Thailand, which begins its campaign against 
Malaysia in Kuala Lumpur on Friday starts as fa- 
vorite to be crowned champion of the Asean 
Football Championship for the third tournament 
inarow. 

Launched eight years ago, the Tiger Cup has 
been held every two years since 1996 and has 
emerged as Southeast Asia's premier intema- 
tional football event. 

This year's competition is being co-hosted by 
Malaysia and Vietnam, with each nation staging 
‘one of the two first round pools of уе teams be- 
fore home-and-away knockout rounds start on 
Dec, 29, 

Group A gets under way in Ho Chi Minh City 
оп Tuesday with Laos meeting Indonesia while 
Singapore plays host Vietnam, Cambodia com- 
pletes the group. 

Group B, which kicks off in Kuala Lumpur on 
Wednesday, sees host Malaysia pooled with 
Thailand, the Philippines, Myanmar and East 
Timor. 

With victories n three of the four Tiger Cups 
held to date, Thailand starts as the ream to beat 
despite a troubled year which has seen them 
change coach twice, exit World Cup qualifier 
early and get trounced at the Asian Cup. 

‘The Thais warmed up for the competition 
with a penalty shoot-out loss against Slovakia in 
Bangkok last week after a 1-1 draw in normal 
time. 

Coach Siegfried Held said the match showed 
up weaknesses in Thai ranks, and has called for his 
team to maintain possession more effectively. AFP 
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Top stars’ latest films 


WHAT are our favorite film stars going the chiller route in her т dered woman! pet, He turns ошто bea popular and a TV special. 
up to these days? Julia Roberts next film, "Dark Water” Base EWFII 1 football player, so he's quite а For inquiries, registration and 
has just given birth to preemie on a Japanese movie by the peo- | NDER 29 Teen stars on video catch. x Gne сай 36-8882 or 
twins, and has two starrers open- ple who created “The Ring,” this x. TEENAGE idols Hilary Duff and email info@street- 
ing this month—"Oceans 12"and production casts Connelly as а Nestor the Olsen Twins will soon release Search for Dance Idols parkprod.com. 
“Closer” mother who goes to extreme үу Torre SPa am, their recent starrers on video. In STREETPARK productions pre- 
ln “Ocean's 12, she shares lengths to keep her daughter 0277€ ® ЁЮ "New York Minute,” Mary-Kate sents “Dance Idol," a compre- "The Baby Human 2! 
star billing with many lead play- safe. —Hey, she and Jodie and Ashley Olsen play sisters hensive dance talent search at EPISODES of the new series “The 
ers, paced by George Clooney, should really work together! When hisfamilyiskidnapped,he who look alike but are exact op- the UP Theater in Diliman оп Baby Human 2" premiere on the 
Matt Damon and Catherine Ze- Кеапи Reeves’ new starrer is has to grapple with a major posites in temperament, one be- Jan. 8, 2005. Discovery Channel every Tuesday 
ta-Jones. "Constantine," where he plays a dilemma: He has to neutralize ing conservative and the other a Categories include cheer- staring Dec. 7 at 8 pm. Each 
The film isa breezy heistcaper misfit who investigates myster- his banks own security safe- daredevil. dance and open category (high episode follows infants’ joumey 
that’s more fun than really sub- ies involving the supernatural. guards and steal $37 million In Hilary Duff's starrer, "Cin- school), jazz and streetdance through the evolution of their skills, 
stantial. For greater significance, He walks a thin line between from its vaults to save his fa derella Story” she plays the “en- (college), and an open level for from development to mastery The 
Julia's other starrer, "Closer" is good and evil, but he's used toit. That’s quite twist, but John- slaved” Sam, who meets her school-based or professional first episode focuses on the develop- 
“it.” Her co-star, Jude Law, raves Intime, he teams up with afe- ny Depp has the biggest plot Prince Charming Austin (Chad dance groups. There will also be пеп of an infants feelings, and the 
about her performance, and says male police detective (Rachel "hook" to contend with in his Michael Murray) on the Inter- а tour of participating schools, origin of temperament. 
„that she could be in the running Weisz), who seeks his help in in- new starrer, “The Corpse Bride.” 
for another acting award next vestigating the death of her twin The film's title hints at his 


year. sister characters weird problem: In OPENS TOMORROW 


That's all to the good, because As 5х Harrison Ford, "The the macabre movie directed by 
Julia intend: be a full-time, Wi Element" casts hit the Tim Burton, De lays а mat 
Bands шош to her тиш} secunly chef of a big bank. who mistakenly weds a mur A HAUNTING THRILLER THAT WILL KEEP 
(Phinneaus Walter 
and Hazel Patricia). 
Sangre | OPENS TOMORROW 9 
acting career on hold 
for a few film sea- 


D BASED ON A TRUE STORY 


Therefore, Julia's 
Pis | THE BRITISH EMPIRE BRANDED THEM AS OUTLAWS. 
tent themselves with THE OPPRESSED CALLED THEM HEROES. 
her two “final” films 
for years on end, 
while she pays com- 


plete attention to her ORLANDO NAOMI HEATH 


new family. 
Str < BLOOM WATTS -LEDGER 
Poste’ ^ topbills Ж т . 55, 
“Flight ` Plan,” а РК дй 
thriller set high up in v ys 


the air. Jodie plays a 
woman who decides NB dp 
to return home to 
the United States 
with her young 
daughter, after her 
husband dies. 
However, while on 
the flight, her daugh- 
ter mysteriously dis- 
appears, and Jodie 
has her work cut out 
for her to regain con- 
trol of her only child. 
Vin Diesel stars as 
NavyiSeal in "The 
Pacifier.” As an elite 
member of the 
world's best-trained 
force, his character 
is prepared to follow 
any order, no matter 
how perilous or diffi- 
cult—until he tries 
baby sitting! 
Diesel is assigned to 
protect the unruly 
children of a scientist 
who's been assassinat- 
ed while working on 
top-secret govem- 
ment projects. Thus, 
he suddenly has to 
juggle two оша 
geously incompatible. 
jobs: fighting the bad 
guys while keeping 
house. i = EL A 
The role is very к ° 
different. from ER um PIONEER 
Diesel’s usual tough- FILMS 
guy characters, so 
the novelty could а proudly bnngs you the 


click with viewers. i i 
On the other hand, SIDI STON TOR үз улла ое Ма E Special Advance Screening 


Weg o | ONE OF THE BIGGEST FILMS OF THE YEAR! а 
г, FFICE RECORDS IN MANILA! д AFTER THE 
ee SUN 


and 


once tried to also 
play it cute and do- ems = 
mesticated in this fg = —— 


fashion, Dur his gam- А _ ие December 7. 2004 
Woebieddosbe. || “A sweeping historical epic ER CE Robinsons Movieworld BACOLOD 
E that confirms Oliver Stone's Каеда 


Like Jodie Foster, : 212 
Jennifer Connelly is position as one of brought to you by. 


А | Hollywood's master VW m Q ex 5 


P wa. © 
if storytellers” -Lous osos лы! noues ' ] catch the " After the Sunset" Photo Exhibit 
Dip December 2 to 19 at the Cinema Lobby 

You ; "Phenomenal!" E E 0 Û Ва] 
KNOW. -Sri Наше, нао nu р 


5 "Monumentally ambitious, Ё eaten 
Live-in couple Oliver Stone's Alexander à э QU 
Carmina Vil lishes the twi : В 2 
Ga! a accomplishes the twin , 
Zoren Legaspi objectives of the epic biopic. 
were seen shop- | f “Анни ELUNGSON, ВОХОННСЕ MAGAZINE j ч 7 
ping for toys at aad 3 {+ Purchase any of the Frito Lay products (Lay's, Doritos, 


oe ate "Boldly acted, absorbing * à Lay's Stax, Cheotos and Ruffies) with Promo Sticker 


Center one Sat- and satisfying as я p Present the empty promo packs at the ticket booth and 


urday абег- а history lesson." pay only P50.00 on Premior Prepaid Card 

noon, The stars Т» 

are the parents Miner ARNOLD, SEATE B One (1) Promo Pack = Опе (1) Discounted Premier Ticket 
of 3-year-old RE i | Maximum redomptlon of two (2) tickets only per visit. 


twins, a boy and 
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a giri, Carmina wa eR d S 2 
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At the Activity Center 


NATIONAL 


5 seer |4 ESE 


5 троля 
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TOWN 


GLORIETTA 


AYALA CENTER. 
СЕВО 


United Architects of the Phils 
Nationwide Architecture Week 


ISUZU CAR EXHIBIT 


ALADDIN & JASMINE GETS 
Зане eto 15, 200 STARSTRUCK, 


December 70 10 12.2004 


Enrerranncny LIVE! 


GREENBELT 2: MUSIC STYLES CHRISTMAS CAROLS AT GREENBELT 3 
EVERY THURSDAYS TO SUNDAYS (7-10pm UP. Sra Ambassadors Dec 11), 
РОО ттл. ACOUSTIC JIVE (Fm) FIRST CIRCLE (Sa) ‘UP. Concer Chorus (Dec 12) 


REPERTORY PHILIPPINES presents THE WIZARD OF OZ 
at REP's GLOBE THEATER - November 13 to December 19 2004 


Vist te New Ayala Museum located beside Greenbelt 4 along Maka Avenue. 
For maaces. pease cal 737-7117 


E 


Give then 
of total entertainment. 


Ayala Cinemas Ti 
Timezone Passes 
Taters/Chimara Cine 


‘Available in all Tators/Chimara and Ayala Cinemas 
Glorietta 1 & 4, Greenbelt 1 а 3, Alabang Town Center and Ayala Conter Cebu 


Reality. We have a better version. 


HX 


CERTIFED CINEUAS 


Ayala 's THX" Certified Cinemas 
oiler mavegoers ати cinematic 
‘engines - because our айат 
aro designed, созыла, nied and емей 
ииге cpimun move работае, 


аз tho director ntondod. Aria umanas 


No more waiting in line! 
Purchase your tickets online 
using cash or credit! 


MPASS the country's first and only online prepaid ticketing system 
that allows you to purchase tickets online In just 3 easy steps! 


1. BUY CREDITS at the Greenbelt 3 Sureseals 
Cinema Counter. 


2. LOAD ACCOUNT online when you log on to 


www sureseats, com 


3. WATCH A MOVIE 
по need to clam Uckets 45 minutes ahead of time. 


CUSTOMER SERVICE тит HOTUN 0917-6095909 ° CUSTOMER SERVICE НОТЕ. 
1 i" 4 


[^ 
382 loc 324 
lng SURESEATS 683 or SURESEATS G4 t 23: 


поле, 
Globe) or 211 (Smari). 
из com for web reservations. 
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Chilly weather music and fine food ... 


From page A27 


On Dec. 31, ring in the New Year with 
the dynamic and refreshingly vibrant 
Torte Band led by seasoned performers 
Pat Castillo, Jakiri and Chito Ilagan. This 
is not your usual retro band. With music 
best described as retro-fusion, it dishes 
‘out its own version of hits from the SOs 


More Theatres ef tbe New Milenio. 


Cinema 2000 Target Mall 
(Sta. Resa, Lapua tel (05) 7.828. 


RESERVED 
RESERVED 
RESERVED. 


Cinema 2000 Waltermart 
Карт) te (045) 545.1383 


PASIVA 
AFTER THE SUNSET 
TH 

ALEXANDER 


Cinema 2000 Pavilion Mall 
(Bian) tel D) D. 46. 


вто 
ALEXANDER 
E 
vss 


Cinema 2000 Cinemagix 
(Urdaneta) еол) 568.6771 


SAFTER THE SUNSET 
БЕД 


Seam SURVIVING CHRISTMAS 


(Catanatuan City) tel (044) 4633283 


Cinema 2000 Metrotown 


to 905 artists like Louis Armstrong, No- 
rah Jones and Guns N' Roses. 

Chef Billy King will serve up a hearty 
New Year's Eve barbecue dinner buffet 
at P750 for adults and P400 for children 
12 years old and below, with a compli- 
mentary welcome drink and a glass of 
champagne. 


Lianas MovieCity 

(Canta tel (049) 545.7212 
AFTER THE SUNSET 
NAKAW NA SANDALI 


ALDANDER | lema 


2 
За 


Mega Center Mall 


Bozoru 

ALEXANDER 
BEFORE SUNSET 
THEINCREDIBLE 


Fiesta World Mall 
(ipa) te (043) 901.0730 


AFTER THE SUNSET 
NATIONAL TREASURE 
Tx 

soreven vove |, 

2 


Сайм) te (045) 9821729 
BOUZOFU 

won Û1 

олон |2 

тай EI 


MOVIES / SCHEDULES / PRICES SUBJECT 
TO CHANGE WITHOUT PRIOR NOTICE 


Jade Cinema 
Angels Ci) tl (045) 887.5001 to 03 


ALEXANDER. 


BRIDGET JONES 
4 NATIONAL TREASURE 


Cine Nepo 
(Angeles City) te (045) 867.0121 


ALEXANDER 
NATIONAL TREASURE 
BRIDGET JONES 


Cine Nepo 
(Dagupan City) tel (075) 515.8489 


WICKER PARK 
AFTER THE SUNSET 
BEFORE SUNSET 


Centre Plaza Cinema 
(Balanga, Bataan) tel (047) 237.7007 


SKY САРТАН 
SHARK TALE 


Cinema 2000 Waltermart 
(Paride) їн GATA 


From Dec. 20 to Jan, 1, 2005,the 
popular Piano Bar at Camp John Hay 
Manor wil feature resident pianist 
David Tabligan playing his soulful, ro- 
mantic arrangements [rom 7 pan. to 9 
p.m, followed by the versatile On-Q 
Band from 10 p.m. to 12 midnight. En- 
Joy the fine sounds as you sit by the fire- 
place and savor the 
cool-weather favorite 
cheese fondue, perfect 
with a cool, crisp white 
wine, or the prawn 
and Vegetable tempu- 
та basket with hot or 
cold sake. 

The Manor lobby 
will resonate with the 
angelic voices of chil- 
dren's choirs from vari- 
ous Baguio schools 
from Dec. 16 to 24, 6 
p.m.to8 p.m. 

Dare to be different 
during the holidays. 
Experience the unique, 
thoroughly invigorat- 
ing Baguio scene. 

For ticket reserva- 
tions to "Forest Fever” 
call the Manor Execu- 
tive Office, (6374) 
446-0231 ext. 1054, 
the Manila Sales office, 
(632) 6876-710, or e- 
mail Teserva- 
tionsGcapjohnhayho- 
telscom, or 
sales@campjohnhay- 
hotels.com. 
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LADINE Roxas 


| ЭТА: ROSA 


1 ALEXANDER 

2 PA-SIYAM 

3 AFTER THE SUNSET 
4 TAXI 

5 NATIONAL TREASURE 


|. DASMARINAS 

1 FIRST DAUGHTER 

2 AFTER THE SUNSET 

3 SURVIVING CHRISTMAS 
4 NATIONAL TREASURE 
5 SEED OF CHUCKY 


1 SURVIVING CHRISTMAS 
2 AFTER THE SUNSET 

З PA-SIYAM 

4 NATIONAL TREASURE 

5 ALEXANDER 

6 SEED OF CHUCKY 


BACOLOD 


1 ALEXANDER 
2 THEINCREDIBLES 


4 THE GRUDGE 
5 THE FORGOTTEN 
6 SURVIVING CHRISTMAS 


(048) 652-2425 
4046) 416.4532 


(046) 675-3636 - 
046) 471.8188 


(034) 441-0453 
4094) 441-0450. 


3 THE MANCHURIAN CANDIDATE 


CINEMA ACCESS 


635-5555 


FOR ALL BRANCHES 


www.robinsonsmovieworld.com 


MOVIESISCHEDULES/PRICES ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT PRIOR NOTICE 


* REGIONAL CINEMAS • 
Usern ПРА. 


1 AFTER THE SUNSET 
2 SAW 

3 THE GRUDGE 

4 TAXI 


5 NATIONAL TREASURE 


ANGELES 


2 SAW 
3 BRIDGET JONES 2 
4 ALEXANDER 


STARMILLS 


1 sAW 
2 PA-SIYAM 
3 BRIDGET JONES 2 


4 NATIONAL TREASURE 


5 ALEXANDER. 


6 SUPERBABIES: BABY GENIUSES 2 


ILOILO 


2 PA-SIYAM 
3 ALEXANDER 


4 THE MANCHURIAN CANDIDATE 


5 BEFORE SUNSET 
6 THEINCREDIBLES 


- December 7, 2004 
‘Robinsons Movieworld 
BACOLOD 
Спета1 7:30PM 


The 


~ Perfect Gift 3 


(045) 692-2948. 
1 NATIONAL TREASURE 


(048) 875 1927. 
(645) 981.5270 


033) 336-8070 
1 NATIONAL TREASURE 


Ladine; 
totally 
different 


SHES often out of 
the country, compet- 
ing in international 
song festivals ot sim- 
ply performing. Now, 
award-winning, La- 
dine Roxas hopes to 
stay home longer. so 
she can share her tal- 
ents, this time with 
her countrymen, 

For the first project 
under Primeline Inc., 
which counts her as 
its newest talent, La- 
dine is performing in 
a series of shows at 
Merk's Barand Bistro 
on all Mondays of 
December. The se- 
ries, "Here I am... La- 
dine," shows a totally 
different artist from 
the one we know 
who belts out diffi 
cult melodies of 
ternational festival 
quality. This time, 
shes more relaxed, 
more laid-back, 
singing songs that 
range from good old 
favorites to pop. "The 
repertoire consists of 
crossover songs, 
standards from the 
"70s to the 805 that 
are in danger of ex- 
tinction because of 
the prevalence of hip. 
hop and their kind," 
says Ladine. 

She promises to 
get up close and per- 
sonal with the audi- 
ence as she interprets 
Ania Baker, James 
Ingram and Michael 
McDonalds songs 
and gives in to audi- 
ence requests. 

“1 will just go with 
the flow, to where the 
audience will take 
me,” she adds, She 
promises that no two 
shows will be alike, 
as she presents a dif- 
ferent guest each 
week. Last night, she 
had Rizza Navales, 
On Dec. 13, its 604; 
Dec. 20, Tin Arnaldo 
and Dec. 27, singer- 
comedienne’ Bernie 


all Year Round | v 


A Pre Paid Movie Pass 
to the Hottest Seats in town. 
Оч spec dicount Re volume peed 


ИИ Pots vo tent Vend Y 


ladine is concep- 
tualizing her third al- 
bum, for release in 
mid-2005. 
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Defying the elements to meet Renee Z 


Dou 
Woop 


WHEN I flew to Taipei 
with my fun col 
league, Walden Belen 
of Manila Bulletin, to 
interview Renee Zell- 
eger for her latest 
movie, "Bridget Jones 
Edge of Reason," was 
оп the edge of my 
plane seat all the way. 
“Typhoon Yoyong was 
raging, and I knew it 
could move in our di- 
tection at any blessed 
moment. I just consoled 
myself with the thought 
that, just like the character Bridget Jones, 1 was 
in for some out-ofthis-world adventure. Good 
thing I somehow imbibed Bridget's grace under 
pressure. I reached Taipei in one piece. In the ab- 
sence of heroes, 1 turn to Bridget Jones for in 
ration. And so have most women who are caught. 
inthe cycle of love and pain. 

Defying the elements was well worth ita 
small price to pay for meeting Renee up close 
and personal. She was geiuinely nice and oh so 
warm. Before we started the interview she even 
told me that it was brave of me to fly in such 
stormy weather. She also said she fet sony for 
the Filipinos devastated by the recent typhoons. 
It reminded her of the time she was growing up 
in Texas, she said, when her family had to con- 
"end with typhoons, too, every so often. . 

Renee was clad in a simple black top and den- 
dim jeans, She hardly had any makeup on. The 
Bridget Jones star has shed all the extra pounds 
„that were a requisite for her role. She's now 
tumed brunette for a film she's wrapping up in 
Canada. Like a litle girl, she hollered for her as- 
sistant and requested that her cute little yellow 
teddy bear be brought to her. She clutched the 
bear as she faced the Asian press. Renee didn't 
mind that the sound system started conking out 
atsome point. She never stopped smiling even as 
she sat through the "Chinese translation" por- 
tions. 

When I kissed her goodbye, 1 was surprised 
that she even noticed the scent I was wearing. 
“You smell exactly lite my best friend!" she said, 
It was my tum to smile. 1 may never get the 
chance to really be her best friend, but for a brief 
moment in Taipei, she made me feel that. Oh 

... the next best thing, 1 guess, is having 
Bridget Jones as my bestfriend. Alter watching 
“Edge of Reason,” 1 know most women will 
agree that we all have an айу for life. 

+ = Here are some highlights of my “girl talk" with 
Renee: 

Theard that you had some apprehension 
about playing Bridget Jones again? 

1 was a bit hesitant because of the physical 
transformation 1 had to do over again but 1 feel 
responsible to all the women who relate to Brid- 
getand also to Helen Fielding. I didn't want ito 
be assuperfcial visitation of character К impor- 
tent that the vulnerability of Bridget be main- 
tained. 
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Chilly weather 
music and fine 
food at John Hay 


INTHIS time of merrymaking, the chilly Baguio 
weather beckons. The mountain city’s Camp 
John Hay welcomes you with a lineup of holiday 
celebrations complete with fine food, wine and 
music for the whole family. 

Following the success of last 
years “Forest Fever” mu- 
sides, Camp John Hay 
continues the tradition and 
celebrates December's nights 
with three nights of music, 
bonfire and barbecue, Dec. 

291031 at the Garden Wing 
ofthe CAPJohn Hay Trade and Convention Cen- 
ter starting at 8 p.m, The Garden Wing will light 
up with a cozy bonfire mixed with the heady 
smell of succulent barbecue on the grill. 

On Dec. 29, be mesmerized by the dynamic 
beat of rhythm and blues band, Brown Flava, On 
Dec, 30, the reggae show band Space Flower will 
enthrall you with is distinctive style, refreshing 
repertoire and compelling stage presence. Both 
bands already have a loyal following that covers 
а wide age group from Baguio's expat and local 
community 

Tickets to the Brown Flava and Space Flower 
performances at the Garden Wing are P100, con- 
summable. 
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"IT'S QUITE а privilege to affect women in a strong way.” 


You make losing weight sound so easy! 

Jes just part of the process. I had to look like 
Bridget as she is described in the book. Now that 
Ive stopped playing her character I've stopped 
looking and talking like her. To change your 
body in a brief period of ime makes you feel the 
repercussions when you go back to the gym. Ive. 
stopped calling the pizza delivery man. The best 
exercise 1 got while doing the flm was going up 
and down the mountain slopes during the hilari 
ous ski scene. I did all the stunts myself Pm a 
better skier now than when we shot that scene. 
“The idiosyncrasies are so perfect! 

What's it like working with Hugh Grant 
‘and Colin Firth? 

"They are both from theater. Both very cerebral 
and professional, We ай have a serious work eth- 
iebutwe also laugh a lot. 

In real life would you fall for the Mark Dar- 
cyorDaniel Cleaver type? 

‘Are we talking about Hugh and Colin or their 
roles (laughs)? I'm not that simple. Hugh and 
Colin are both lovely men. I would say I'd go for 
а nice amalgamation of the better qualities of 


RENEE ZELLWEGER HUGH GRANT COLIN FIRTH 


IDGET 
JONES 


THE EDGE OF REASON 


SINE АСЕ BRAND NEW оне 


Mark and Daniel. 

‘What was the most challenging scene for 
you in the movie? 

Tt was quite difficult for me to prance around 
wearing pink bra than changing my body phys- 
ically. I have to separate my emotions from what 
Тт doing. It may not seem like something ex- 
traordinary but it is to me. Also the porch scene 
with Hugh. We had to find the right balance. It 
had to be genuine and appropriately timed. 

In what ways are you like Bridget Jones? 

Like herTalways pick myself up after I fall. 1 go 
fast forward! 

Did you ever write a diary like Bridget? 

Yup, but nothing for movie material... al- 
though Oprah has been convincing me to write a 
book. 

What's the best part of playing Bridget 
Jones? 

les quite a privilege to affect women in a 
strong way Like Bridget has given way to a 
whole new culture. 1 also enjoyed experiencing 
culture from the inside when we went on loca- 
tion in Thailand, 
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STOCK MARKET 


Shares end lower on downgrade concerns 


SHARES ended PSE COMPOSITE INDEX 
lower yesterday, 
weighed down. 
by worries about 
a possible down- 
grade of the country's credit 
тайпа by Fitch Rating and by 
profit-taking in major blue 
chips, traders said. E 

The 30-company Philippine — "ewuwsrwennass»ii? 
Stock Exchange Index closed 
13.62 points, or 0.7 percent, 
ower to 1,803.37, after edging up 0.52 point to 1,816.89 on Thursday. 

The markets decline was due to a “confluence of factors,” sald Rom- 
mel Macapagal, president of Westlink Global Equities. These included 
the possibility of a likely two-step credit rating downgrade for the 
Philippines as well as the impact of back-to-back storms on the econo- 
my and inflation. 

‘Analysts sald that while a one-notch rating downgrade has already 
been discounted by the market, a two-notch downgrade will further un- 
dermine the government's borrowing costs. 

Fitch, which rates the Philippines two notches below investment. 
grade with a stable outlook, is scheduled to release its report this week, 
and the government is bracing for a two-step downgrade. АР 


Gov't studies 
lifting of all 
VAT exemptions 


THE GOVERNMENT'S economic team is 
considering removing the value-added 
tax exemption of more products and ser- 
vices, with the objective of raising more 
revenue and fully enhancing the VAT sys- 
tem. 

The Department of Finance, in coordi- 
nation with other economic agencies, has 
submitted a proposed bill lifting the VAT 
exemptions of several products and ser- 
vices. Congress is deliberating on this 
bill 

However, Finance Undersecretary 
Grace Tan said the economic team was 
looking at expanding the list of products 
and services whose VAT exemption will 
be lifted. 

"Removing the VAT exemption only of 
the initially selected products and ser- 
vices will not be enough to help the gov- 
ernment earn what it should from VAT,” 
another government source said. 

‘The source said the economic team 
might even decide to lift all VAT exemp- 

ns so thar the VAT system would be per- 
fected. 

"It will be better to remove all VAT ex- 
‘emptions so that the chain of the input- 
output credit system will be complete,” 
the source said. 

‘Tan also explained earlier that tax ex- 
emptions distorted the VAT system be- 
cause it needed a broad base of taxpayers 
to properly implement the tax trail mech- 
anism where taxpayers were required to 
declare their input and output VAT cred- 
its. 

Under the existing bill that seeks to life. 
VAT exemptions, products and services to 
be covered include: services rendered by 
lawyers and doctors; sale or importation 
of coal, natural gas, and petroleum prod- 
ucts; sale or importation of raw materials 
for petroleum products; importation of 
passenger and/or cargo vessels of more 
than 5,000 tons; sale and importation by 
‘cooperatives, and sale and importation of 
printing and publication books. 

The bill, if passed into law, is expected 
to generate P10 billion in additional rev- 
enuea year, 

Finance officials said the list should be 
expanded to make the VAT system more 
effective, although they did not say what 
other VAT-exempt produets and services 
should be included in the expanded list. 

DOF estimates showed that the govern- 
ment lost about P144 billion from VAT 
leakages in 2003 alone. The government 
collected only P135 billion in VAT pay- 
ments last year, much lower than the ех- 
pected collection of P279 billion. 

The bill seeking to lift VAT exemptions 
is part of the Arroyo administration's pro- 
posal to rationalize fiscal Incentives as 
опе way to ease the government's huge 
budget deficit and а swollen debt bur- 

len. 

Finance officials said the cash-starved 
government should do away with too 
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Malacafiang still hopeful 
on averting rating downgrade 


By Gil C. Cabacungan jr. 


LIKE a student wary of getting a failing grade, Malacafiang 
is “hopeful” that credit-rating companies would give the 
country an “A” for its effort in solving its fiscal problems аз 
ithinted for the first time that it might fall short of getting 
new tax measures legislated before the end of the year. 

“I hope the rating agencies Congress would pass at least four 
would appreciate the fact that new tax measures. 
Congress is doing all itcan. There “There is a reconfiguration of 
is a strong executive-legislative some revenue measures...in terms 
endeavor го see to it that the ma- of timing as to when these mea- 
jor revenue measures ` age sures will be passed,” said Bunye, 
passed,” Press Secretary Ignacio who refused to elaborate further. 
Bunyesaid in a briefing. “The total tax reform measure will 

But with less than three weeks be pushed hard and what is impor- 
before lawmakers go on theiran- tant is there is an agreement that 
nual Christmas break, Bunye ad- the general objectives of these re- 
mitted that Malacañang has ad- form measures will be achieved.” 
justed its expectations on when When asked if Malacañang 


was still confident of having new 
tax measures before the New Year 
and avert a credit-rating down- 
grade, Bunye replied: “(We're) 
hoping for the best.” 

President Macapagal-Arroyo 
had previously exuded confi- 
dence that Congress would pass 
new tax measures by December 
to convince credit-rating agen- 
cies that the government was se- 
rious in its bid to cure its fiscal 
deficit problem. 

With the President's majority 
support in Congress not enough 
to pass her tax package, Bunye 
was hopeful that creditrating 
agencies would also consider oth- 
er positive developments recently 
such as the robust economic data. 
for the third quarter, the Supreme 


Court decision opening up the 
mining industry to foreign in- 
vestors, and the sale ofthe Masin- 
loc power plant. 

“These are some positive de- 
velopments that we think should 
be taken with other factors that 
they are assessing,” Bunye said. 

But it remains to be seen 
whether Moody's International 
Services and Fitch Ratings would 
be swayed from cutting down the 
country's ratings and making it a 
high credit risk without the rev- 
enue measures approved by 
Congress. Credit-rating agencies 
have already warned that a credit 
downgrade was imminent unless 
the government showed concrete 
proof to allay their fears on its fis- 
cal position. 


91-day treasury bill rate eases to 7.79% 


By Michelle V. Remo The volume of bids for the 91- 
day bills, whose rate is used as a 
benchmark by banks in pricing 
their loans, reached P7.72 billion, 
or much higher than the P4.5-bil- 
lion offering of the government. 
Deputy Treasurer Eduardo Men- 
diola said the high demand for the 


three-month debt paper was an indi- 
cation of high market liquidity and 
the need ofbanks to park their avail- 
able funds prior to the dosing ofauc- 
tions for the Christmas season. 

The decline in the rate of the 
91-day bills showed no signs of 
market concern over the possible 


downgrade of the country s credit 
rating by Fitch Ratings and 
Moody's Investors Service. ` 
“The rate was better than we ex« 
pected. Banks might have factored 
it in already in previous auctions,” 
Mendiola said in a press briefing 
91-DAV/B3 


BANKS showed a strong appetite 
for the 91-day treasury bills yes- 
terday, the last auction for the year 
for short-term government securi- 
ties, pulling down its rate by 8.8 
basis points to 7.79 percent. 
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many Incentives since these were not the 
main consideration of businessmen in 
making investments anyway. Michelle V. 
Remo 


pomme 


tet ny hs ина! NES ы ON tk tut le Pa AN В nn и ав HI кз Km 9250 ed DA M а TI TL al A ev иш М ы DA 
"led tn, hu ie 00 a т. Ө ed ii, ша е DAS, а м. IIS «Fal ol, M BSS їн n SENE Fod фин het, а, TAT / XOJUS/ HOS Н 109064: fad ан B, ho Ve TU, dr TP 
"leger uk ue BAFI, as B) SO О he Chan V B La t d Qf ogg a. УЫН на A Sot И з Dd s DH dH a. i UA и NA 


Та ten, a ue PI) D ш М. | У Pet t. QUA US, Ed B AT Hd, T. BB PS, Мр e BI D> Fa pup d 09, М а. p ZI МАА (RD SIT td DAN ОР 


EE T ° PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER — 


КК ко A roe BUSINESS Е TUESDAY, DECEMBER 7, 2004 
Logging behind 


(Wot Deemer, 2004) 
Butifyou travel in the area, you can actual- эн оюн Low voume 
ly see a lot of sawmills. There are at least 20 BANKS & FINANCIAL SERVICES 
sawmills. Again, thats AT LEAST 20. There ne. b 
may be more. Those were the only ones I dis- i 


THE MOST dificult pare in any investigation 
of any disaster is, well, anybody who has any EAKTI 
firsthand experience of the actual suffering is Вк МЕ 
most likely dead. 
Thats actually the problem of this cute ad- 
ministration of Gloriaetta regarding the ге- 
cent flooding and landslide in Quezon Conrado R. Banal IIT 
province which killed hundreds of people. happens in an area that became famous for 
From media reports inspired by the Palace, the cantankerous issue called "log ban.” 
we learn that this cute administration is exert- southern tip of Aurora province. This is the tee 
ing all effort—leaving no stone unturned, logging operation which is actually nearest THAT'S a law, by the way, and in this country 
sparing no government limited resources—ro the disaster areas in Quezon. under this cute administration of Gloriaetta, 
solve the mystery behind who the Palace сап Still, this particular IFRC operation is locat- we churn out laws which we cannot imple- 
blame forthe disaster. ed in the southern part of Aurora province, ment. 
All right, so what else is new? ‘which is near the boundary of Quezon, For whatever reason, nobody seems to fol- 
oa Romeo Roxas, by the way, is the guy who low the Clean Air Act, for instance, which isa 
ANYWAY, Gloriaetta herself came out with became famous in the stock market for trying law against pollution. 
media guns blazing, pinning the blaming out- to list a real estate company that had ques- — Look we have one of the highest, if not ac- 
right on alleged “illegal” loggers. tionable land documents. tually the highest, pollution indexes in the 
“The illegal loggers are, of course, all name- he whole wide world. 
less, faceless criminals who are the worst ene- ANYWAY, I just found out that the other com- But we are not supposed to have pollution 
mies of the people. Otherwise, if this cute аб. panies which were mentioned by the sup- on paper It's the law, right? 
ministration knows who they are, they would posed “environmentalists," as reported bythe And so our wonderful Congress keeps on 
be in jail by now. копек, actually do not have TLAS. passing new laws which do not see the light of 
No names came out in the Palace's media Тһе others actually have what is known in implementation. 


Чоп: Where do they get the logs? 
Where else, from illegal logging. And this 
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Seda: 


blame-throwing. The actual real-life names the logging business аз IFMA, or the "imte- — Likeitornot,enything which you task any- 


came outin the form of business outfits, Some 
supposed "environmentalists calling them- 
selves the "multi-sectoral action group," re- 
leased the namesto media. 

Whadayano, these are the companies which 

thé government has allowed to carry out log- 
ging operations in the provinces of Aurora and 
Quezon. The usual suspects, in short! 
NOW 1 did a litde checking with the Depart- 
rent of Environment and Natural Resources. 
Its records show that, all in all, the DENR has 
So-called ТТА, or ‘timber licensing agree- 
ents,” with 18 companies. 

Now the TLA is a mere privilege given by 
the state to private companies, The TLA is 
lower in rank than your Christmas gift to your 
mother-in-law. The government can get back 
the TLA anytime. Try doing that to your 
"Anyway, official records also show that, of 
the 18 TLAs, only four are operating at the 
moment. And one of them is operating near 
the area where the disaster happened in 
horthern Quezon. 

‘That is the TLA under the name of Inter-Pa- 
fic Forest Resources Corp., or IFRC, which is 
supposedly owned and controlled by a lawyer 
named Romeo Roxas. 

His is the only licensed logging operation in 
lose proximity to the so-called "disaster" ar- 
das. These are the towns of Nakar, Infanta, 
and Real in the northem part of Quezon 
province. 

From what I gathered, IFRC also operated 
near the Paltic town in Aurora province, 
where flooding also occurred. To think, 
there's a watershed in the area. 


grated forest management agreemer 
The IFMA is a contract. It is a business deal 
between the government and the private 
company Believe me, the IFMA goes through 
rigorous screening. 
"The screening is so rigorous, almost all of 
the companies that have been named by the 


_ supposed "environmentalists" are not operat- 


ing despite having those IFMAS. 

And why is that? Well, according to my in- 

formers in the DENR, they have yet to get 
DENR approval for their “operation plans.” 
No operation plan, no operation! 
ILEARNED from the DENR that only one of the 
companies in the news report is actually operat- 
ing. It is the one called Industries Development 
Corp, or IDC, which has that so-called ТЕМА. 

In the wood industry, the company is associ- 
ated with a businessman named Joselito Чою" 
Ong, who belongs to a group that reportedly 
owns a furniture shop in Libis, Quezon City. 

Still, IDC operates in the northern part of Au- 
тога province. Из area, in other words, is quite 
far from the “disaster” areas, which are in the 
northern part of Quezon province. For the sake 
of Bong and Lito, Quezon is south of Aurora. 

Another IFMA holder in the northern part 
of Aurora province is Toplite Lumber. From 
what 1 gathered, it already stopped opera- 
tions about a year ago. 

NOW, as I said, the flooding and landslide ac- 
tually happened in the northern part of Que- 
топ, particularly Nakar, Real and Infanta. 

You know what, there are no (as in ZERO) 
licensed logging companies anywhere near or 


body to do, most especially the government, 
must cost some money. 

Any action of the government needs fund- 
ing. And I mean "anything" at alll In the gov- 
emment, as anywhere, nothing can move 
without funding. 

Thats the problem with the “log ban.” We 
wrote the law, but we forgot to write down 
‘where to get the funding to implement it, and 
implement it strictly. 

say that, from now on, if Congress passes 
a law like the “log ban," it should pinpoint the 
specific revenue measure to implement it. 

Or else the illegal loggers are always going 
то be one step ahead of us. What's that, log- 
ging behind? 

IN THE aftermath of every disaster is blame- 
throwing. 1 think we need less politics in this 
country and a bit more of science. 

Let us, for instance, begin to list down the 
igh risk" settlement areas. Surely, history 
can tell us where the floodwaters from the 
rains usually pass. Then we will know where 
to prohibit settlements. 

1 talk of "high risk" settlement areas, be- 
cause 1 just found out that the РЕМА has al- 
ready analyzed one of the disaster areas as 
prone to landslide. 

it is the town of Paltic in Aurota, which is 
tight smack on the Dingalan-Gabaldon major 
faultline. 

No wonder. The DENR scientists already 
warned that the area was prone to landslide. 
And so a lot of people put up houses all over 
the place. 

Without the use of science, we therefore 
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‚ Inthe business, “watershed” automatically inside the disaster area. solve problems by throwing some blame 
reati "no," absolutely "no logging." The last known ТТА there, based on DENR around. As always, the blame is all too soon 
‚ The same company has operations at the records, was cancelled during martial law. forgotten. 


iBank plans Tier 2 issuance 
to raise funds for expansion ===- 


By Elizabeth L. Sanchez 
capital, iBank expects to boost its 
INTERNATIONALExchangeBank buffer for risky investments or 
(iBank) is considering raising Pl- capital adequacy ratio to higher 
P2 billion through a Tier 2 capital than 18 percent from the present 
issuance by the second half of 13 to 14 percent. Its bad loans 
next year, bank president Ramon stood at P3 billion while fore- | 
Sy said. closed assets were at P2.2 billion. вна ne 
Ina press conference after the At the stock market, iBank те 
bank's formal listing yesterday, Sy closed at its day-low of P16.25 on 
said the plan would form part of its first listing day. It opened at 
the banks fund raising activity P17 a share and hit a day-high of 
for its expansion in the next three P17.25. iBank listed 318.6 mil- 
years, The expansion is aimed at lion shares yesterday. The public 
improving the iBank's standing float consisted of 68.68 million 
and become one of the country's shares or 22 percent of the out- 
top 10 banks. standing capital at a price of 
‘Sy also said the bank was plan- P16.18 per share. iBank has 
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NO, OF ADVANCES, 38: NO. OF DECLINES: 36; NO. OF UNCHANGED: 41: NO. OF TRADED ISSUES 
Vit NO OF TRADES 4323 


“DISCLOSURES 


IONICS inc. sald ts subsidiary [onis EMS Ine, through lonlcs EMS Ltd, 
ning to tap a combination of peso- raised P1.1 billion from its public | has undertaken the initial steps towards the establishment of a manufac- 
Gn frelon denominated debes, offering IBANK key officers led the bell-ringing ceremony at the Philippine turing faclity in Tang Xi, Dongguan, Chin. 
бао бае шр тепп The bank expects to eam 520 Stock Exchange, marking the start of yesterday's trading and the pin 
thenext two to three years” Sy sald. million this year, well within its formal listing of iBank shares. Present during the ceremony were DMC! HOLDINGS Inc. announced the delisting of 50,000 preferred 
‘At present, the bank operates target of а 20-percent growth (from left) PSE director Eddie Gobing, PSE chair Rita Arroyo, ‘shares redeemed for November, effective Dec. 7. This brings the compa- 
75 branches И plans to open up from last years level The bank Bank president Ramon Sy, SEC Chair Fe Barin, iBank director пуз outstanding prefered shares to 157,340 
to 150 branches through the ac- earned P433 million last year. In Wilfrido Tecson, PSE president Francis Lim, iBank chair Gerardo ae : 
quisition of other bank licenses or the first nine months of this year, Lanuza, BSP Deputy Governor Alberto Reyes, iBank directors THE penile засе Ота сеа хрома the arent 
ilippine De- ваті 5 Wilson Sy and Greg Yu, ATR-Kim Eng Capital Partners president Ments to Belle Corp. by-laws, including the Inclusion of the rules governing 
а nd нь USC * the election of independent directors. Complled by D.J. Yap, PDI Research 


Bourse eyes 8 IPOs for '05 AUB sees net Eee 
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December 6, 2004 Peso 


THE PHILIPPINE Stock Exchange (PSE) is ex- 
pecting eight companies to undertake their 
initial public offerings next year. 

PSE president Francis Lim said the bourse 
was expecting the likes of Ayala-led water 
utility Manila Water Co. Inc., broadcast firm 
GMA Network Inc, and Lopez-controlled 
power producer First Gas Power to oin its ros- 
ter of member-firms by next year. 

PSE chair Alicia Arroyo said there were 
talks with these firms but no formal applica- 
tion has been filed yet with the bourse. 

Lim also said that a rural bank had ex- 
pressed interest in listing with the PSE. The 
bank may qualify under the bourse's major 
board, or the category of companies with cap- 
fiaLof more than P100 million. 

"із year, only one major company, Inter- 
Танта! Exchange Bank, did an initial public 
offering. 

“As an exchange, it is giving us some con- 


i pm 
cern since neighboring companies like Thai- of P480M in '04 pes om redes pe 


land have more listed firms. For next year, 1 
think it is doable. We have to have the guts to 
push harder," Lim sai 

He said he was pushing for the approval of 
certain incentives that were aimed at encour- 
aging companies to ist. Among these, he said, 
was the granting of a 20-percent discount on 
initial listing fees. 

“But that is a small matter. We want to tap 
for listing BOI (Board of Investment)-regis- 
tered companies, power companies and 
telecommunication companies. It's payback 
time for these companies," he said. 

Power company Mirant Global Corp. is seri 
ously studying undertaking an IPO, industry 
sources said. 

While the timetable has yer to be set, Mi 
rant is expected to come up with a decision 
‘within the year, sources added. 

Elizabeth L. Sanchez 


COMMERCIAL bank Asia United Bank ex- 
pects a net income of P480 million this year, 
about the same level it posted last year. 

AUB president Abraham Co said the bank- 
ing sector, which this year was up against ris- 
ing interest rates, would likely face tougher 
challenges next year. 

He said it would be more prudent to be cau- 
tious on lending activities and put off any ag- 
gressive growth next year. 

Co said AUB would simply aim to replicate 
next year the level of earnings it posted this 


year. 

‘The bank had a net income of P346 million. 
їп the first 10 months of the year, 10 percent 
lower than the level recorded in the same pe- 
riod last year. 

As of the 10-month period, AUB's total as- 
sets amounted to P18.5 billion, representing a 
10 percent growth over the same period last 
year. Doris C. ритао 
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Supreme Court makes 


up its 


GETTING mugged while carrying a cell phone. 
is such a normal event these days that you al- 
most expect it to happen, but the crime situa- 
tion has worsened. With the price of gold at a 
16-year high, people are now getting mugged 
for their gold teeth. In Makati, two men at- 
tacked a man coming out of a dental clinic, 
One hit him on the head, dazing him while 
the other opened his mouth, and with a pair 
of pliers, yanked out 4 gold teeth. The attack 
took place around tooth hurty. 

In Mabini, a man carrying a refilled суйп- 
der of LPG, now up P40 to P420 per cylinder, 
was leaving the garage when a big man 
grabbed the cylinder and effortlessly ran off 
with it, The police are looking for an Olympic. 
weightlifter, And in a well-known bowling 
alley, dozens of bowling balls have disap- 
peared right under people's noses. Please 
call the police if you see a 3-fingered pick- 
pocket. 

The government is trying to pretend that 
inflation is 8 percent a year, but I think itis a 
monthly. Owing to the unprecedented 
strength of the euro, Swiss chocolate has be- 
come so expensive that they are now selling it 
one square at a time. Even SMARTIES are be- 
ing sold singly at P1 a piece. As for seedless 
grapes, they are being auctioned of at P3 рег 
grape. No wonder I seedless people buying 
them. 

In Chow King, 4 pieces of siopao used to 
cost P27; now itis P30 for 3 pieces. So the cost 
per piece has risen from P6.75 to P10, an in- 
crease of 33 percent. That should be good for 
Jollibee’s profit margin but not so good for the 
diners. KIDDIEPAC mineral water is up from 
P38 to P49 this year, an increase of 30 per- 
cent. 

Even my can if HAKONE sardines jumped. 
overnight from P19 to P26, up almost 40 per- 
cent. When I complained to the manager, he 
said, “Well, they are in oil and you know what 
has happened to oil prices.” 1 replied, "They 
are in vegetable oil, not diesel. At least, 1 hope 


‘The government calculations are based on 
Filipinos eating boiled rice, drinking tap wa- 
ter and walking to work, assuming they have 
a job. For anyone living in Manila, these fig- 
ures are purely fictitious. 

Last week was a short one, what with Monday 
being declared а holiday instead of Tuesday; 
then the stock market closed on Friday for ab- 
solutely no reason. There wasn't a drop of 
rain ora breath of wind. Whoever decided to 
close the banks and the PSE should be demot- 
ed to traffic duty. 

‘The most important event was the 
Supreme Court reversing its decision on the 
1995 Mining Act. Two weeks earlier, 1 
watched Jose de Venecia for an hour and he 
assured viewers that he would get 3 to 4 
bills passed before the Senate recesses on 
Dec. 17. He also said that he was talking in- 
dividually with every judge trying to con- 
vince them to change course for the good of 
the country. Well, he succeeded and they 
voted by 10 to 4 with one abstention, there- 
by reversing their decision. Congratulations 
to all concerned. 

This is the best news that the Philippines 
has had for a very long time. It means that 
countries, like Australia and Canada, can 
now bring in billions of dollars plus equip- 
ment and technology to reopen our dor- 
mant or loss-making mines. According to De 
Venecia there is $1 trillion worth of gold 
waiting to be dug up and sold. Economic 
Planning Secretary Romulo Neri puts the 
figure at $840 billion but that is still 15 
times our foreign debt. Apart from creating 
more than 20,000 new jobs, it will bring 
prosperity back to a country that sorely 
needs it. The inflow of capital could be $6 to 
$7 billion. 

No wonder that there was a boom in min- 
ing stocks. Foreigners can only buy the "B" 


Gov't... 


From page BI 


after the auction. 

But for the 182- 
and 364-day debt pa- 
per, banks were not 
as interested as they 
were for the 91-day 
treasuries. However, 
Mendiola said the 
rate for the two ma- 
turities were still bet- 
ter than expected. 

The six-month 
government securi- 
ties fetched a rate of 
8.877 percent, or 4.1 
basis points higher 
than the 8.836 per- 
cent recorded in the 
previous auction two 
weeks ago. 

But while banks 
sought for a higher 
risk premium, they 
still showed а rela- 
tively strong appetite. 
for the 182-day bills 
as tenders stood аг 
3,76 billion, or P26 
million more than the. 
P3,5-billion offering. 

The rate for the 
one-year debt paper 
also stood higher at 
9.884 percent com- 
pared with the previ- 
ous 9.725 percent, 
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shares but Filipinos can buy the cheaper ordi- 
nary shares. For sure, there is going to be a 
sustained rise in gold stocks. But which ones 
will they buy? The primary factor is liquidity 
US and European investment houses will no 
buy unless they can deal in reasonable 
amounts. 

PXB only had 150,000 shares available at 
the close on Thursday, which at 74 centavos is 
only P100,000. LCB had P1 million worth on 
offer, but MAB had 300 million shares at.027, 
а total of P8.1 million, so 1 think that is the 
one they will go for. There was also 300 mil- 
lion MA at .021, a total of P6.3 million. Alto- 
gether, MAB traded 2.3 billion shares and MA 
2.2 billion shares. So if you want to speculate, 
I suggest MA at 021 but they will all move to- 
gether 

‘The government has to give tax breaks to 
companies if they want them to invest, and 
‘one requirement is to allow them to take out 
tax-free their original capital investment. This 
is only fair and thereafter, they will pay corpo- 
ration tax on their profits. Unfortunately, this 
means that the government will not collect 
any revenue for some years and our financial 
situation is critical. 

So, I suggest that as soon as gold is pro- 
duced and sold by the central bank, the} 
should receive a commission of 2 percent 
This concession will only make a marginal 
difference to the foreign investors who will 
still be credited with the commission de- 
ducted, With the price of gold at its highest 
level since 1988, they should reap big re- 
wards and the country will get a substantial 
amount, possibly as early as 2005. 

This ‘amount, plus the sale of the 
MASINLOC power station for $562 mil- 
lion, plus the 98 centavos/kWh added to 
our electricity bills to halve the Napocor 
liability, plus а few revenue-raising bills 
before the Christmas recess, should be 
enough to persuade all 3 agencies not to 
downgrade из. 

At last, we are moving in the right direction 
and our exports are up 12.3 percent, year on 
year. We deserve a break and 1 am hopeful 
that we will be given at least another 6 
months. 

During this period, the government will 
probably add another 98 centavos/kWh, 
‘which will not please end-users but will elimi- 
nate Napocor's huge losses so that it can be 
privatized. That will be a huge millstone lifted 
from the government. We might even get an 
upgrade. 

Inthe U.S., the number of new jobs created 
жаз only 112,000 instead of the 200,000 ex- 
pected, so the dollar hit another new low 
against the euro. Even so, the economy is 
growing at 3.9 percent, which is reasonable, 
and Chair Greenspan said, “the soft patch is 
behind us.” This indicates a pick-up in the 
economy next year, and the near-certainty of 
another rate inerease this month and more 
next year. 

Readers who cut their loss on UCC and 
switched to FH are now making a profit, 
which will inérease as time goes on. I always 
follow my second commandment. As soon asl 
am down 3 fluctuations, 1 am out. It pays to 
cut losses quickly and to run profits. Read 
Market Wizards by Jack Schwager. 

1 found my wife lying on the floor having 
difficulty breathing. i thought she was having 
a heart attack but it was only the adjusted 
Meralco bill. 

FOOTNOTE- my foot isa little better 

mybearbull@hotmail.com 
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Bayantel says rehab delay 
won't affect finances 


By Clarissa S. Batino 


———— 


enough money to pay for at least 
$471 million in debts over 15 to 
20 years. 

Avenue Asia also questioned 
the courts decision to write off 
more than $34 million in penal- 
ties and interests. It claimed it 
could also own more than 70 per- 
cent of the company despite the. 
40-percent limit set by the Consti- 
tution, 

Tirona stressed the viability of 
Bayantel's business and its capa- 
bility to pay off its debts was not 
inquestion. 

He said the company had set- 
Чей P134 million in interest pay- 
ments in September and was pre- 
pared го comply with the quarter- 
ly payments by the end of the 
month. 

He said the company would 
use internally generated funds 


forthe payment. 

"We remain committed to’ 
adopt a rehabilitation plan that 
allows us to achieve sustainable. 
growth and profitability while 
Continuing to provide excellent 
service to all our customers," 
Tirona said, 

Tirona said creditors should 
stop complaining because what 
mattered most was that Bayantel 
was starting to pay interest on its 
outstanding debt. 

The Lopez-owned phone com: 
pany stopped making interest, 
payments to its creditors in 2001: 
due to mounting losses. 

As ofthe third quarter, Bayantel; 
sales reached P4.02 billion and 
was on track with its P5.4-billion 
revenue target. Next year, officials: 
said revenue should grow ' by 
about 10 percent to hit P6 billion.. 
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BAYAN Telecommunications Inc, the phone 
company of the Lopez group, yesterday as- 
sured that snags in its debt-restructuring pro- 
gram would not affect its recovery and near- 
term prospects. 

“We recognize the right of our creditors to 
question certain terms of the Regional Trial 
Courts ruling on BayanTels rehabilitation 
plan and we really hope for a speedy resolu- 
tion of the matter by the Court of Appeals so 
we can move forward and focus on sustaining 
the momentum of our business,” Bayantel 
chief finance officer Salvador Tirona said in a 
statement. 

‘Avenue Asia Capital Group, a major holder 
of Bayantel’s $200 million in bonds, had 
asked the appellate court to fix the Lopez 
firm's debt at $471 million payable over 12 
years instead of the $325 million payable over 
19 years as approved by the Pasig court. 

Bayantel creditors claimed the Pasig court 
based its June ruling on a proposal of the 
Lopez firm itself, believing it was “in the best 
position to ascertain the level of sustainable 
debt in light of its knowledge of its own actual 
operations, and that maintaining an unrealis- 
tic level of debt will defeat, rather than pro- 
mote and achieve, the very purpose" of reha- 
bilitation. 

Avenue Asia alleged that BayanTel man- 
agement "deliberately manipulated projec- 
tions in an attempt to artificially reduce 
the amount of sustainable debt it can ser- 
vice.” 

Tirona said the Pasig court had approved in 
Junea debt-restructuring plan that ser out the 
payment of $325 million in debts within 19 
years and the remaining "unsustainable" obli- 
gations be converted into equity to a maxi- 
mum of 40 percent by the end of the 19th 
year. 

Debts classified as "sustainable" would car- 
ту an annual interest of 3 percent for dollar 
denominated and 6 percent for local obliga- 
tions 

Avenue Asia said Bayantel’s submissions 
were based "on out-of-date financial informa- 
Чоп and flawed assumptions, thus the 
amount of sustainable debt provided could 
not be relied upon. 

1t added that based on the phone firm's 
March 2003 projections, Bayantel could raise 
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AIM Zen Garden, Asian Institute of Management 
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ethnic treasures and great gifts! 
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porformed by tho Don Bosco Youth 
Center 
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Hong Kong & other surprises 
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Berkley, Family First 


celebrate 7th anniversary 


"MARKING its 7th year in the industry 
Spremeed top player Berkley Interna- 
tional Plans Inc (BIP) and its distributor, 
"family First Inc (FFD, adopt a new and 
"dynamic customer - battlecry that en- 
‘eapsulates the Berkley Group's reason 

being - "Because your family comes 
sc" 

‘The multinational company, majori- 
Зузитед by a US Fortune 500 property 
and casualty insurance firm (WR 
‘Berkley Corp), prides itself for having 
brought the pre-need product closer to 
‘the Flipinos reach through its pioneer- 
"ing and innovative selling strategy Now 
ta fixture of the local shopping scene in 
зоте of the biggest SM malls in Metro 
"Manila, the promo and sales officers of 
‘Berkley and Family First have done 
пиез to put the once virtually unknown 
‘financial services provider in the map of 
‘who's who in the pre-need industry. 

5 More than the feat of consistently be- 
ting ranked among the Top 5 in terms of 


(GIGGLES BABY DIAPERS AND BABY WIPES WINS 2004 C! 
{Giggles Baby Diapers and Baby Wipes bagged the ‘Most Out- 
‘standing Baby Diaper Brand end Most Outstanding Baby 
‘Wipes Brand” awards respectively in 2004 Consumers’ Choice 
‘and Dangal ng Pilipinas Annual Awards held recently at the Ir 
‘win Theater, Ateneo de Manila University. Organized by Con- 
umor League of the Philippines (Conphil) Foundation Inc, the 
“award recognizes excellence in product quality and consumer 


new sales since their 2nd year of opera- 
tion, Berkley and Family First have 
paved the way for a better understand- 
ing by the Filipino layman of the bene- 
fits and intricacies of saving for his fu- 
ture. The sister companies are able to 
invite an average of dose to seven thou- 
sand (7,000) walk-in clients monthly. 
These people have absolutely no obliga- 
tion to buy anything but get a free lec- 
ture on the ins and outs of various sav- 
ings products on top of getting a guar- 
anteed gift. In just 7 years, Berkley and 
Family First have presented to a total of 
over halfa million walk-in clients 
Berkleys new president, Alan 
Michael Rafe, stressed that operations 
wil forge head-on now that the compa- 
ny is entering its 8th year in the Philip- 
pines despite what some sectors predict 
will be a sluggish economy “This is a 
testament to our mother companys 
faith in the strength of the Filipinos. We 
are optimistic that Filipinos will prevail, 


as they always have, over the financial 
challenges now facing them," Rafe said, 
noting the greater need for savings at 
this time more than any other. 

Rafe added that their new slogan, 
coined by an employee - Ronnie Sy - 
won in an internally conducted organi- 
zation-wide contest in search of a motto 
to guide and inspire employees as they 
endeavor to secure the future of more 
and more Filipino families. "We are very 
optimistic about ош &th year. We shall 
continue to improve our products and 
services as our gesture of gratitude to 
the Filipino people for their overwhelm- 
ing rust” 

Berkleys climb from the tailend of 
the industry at no..87 in 1997 to a 
perennial Top 5 placer in the industry is 
an unprecedented record that egged оп 
other establishments to follow their 
lead of bringing people en masse to the 
product instead of the other way 


'ONSUMER CHOICE AWARD 

ty products at very affordable prices. They are available at SM, 
Watson's, SM Baby Company, Robinson's, Big R, Landmark, 
Puregold, isetann, Ever, Cash & Carry and other k 
‘markets and department stores nationwide. Exclusively dis- 
tributed by Gentro Phils Inc. Photo shows Senator Ma. Ana 
*Jamby Madrigal presenting the awards while Harry Ko presi- 
dent of Gentro Phils Inc, Lily Ко, vice president and Wilson 


ing super- 


Ang, sales manager proudly receive the awards. 


PLDT, INTELINK MOA 

PLOT and intel Microelectronics Phils Inc recently 
signed а Memorandum of Agreement forging а 
much stronger partnership in the promotion of In- 
telis Centrino notebook and PLOT BizDSL through 
a nationwide marketing program. Shown in photo 
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are (from left: Napoleon Nazareno, PLDT presi- 

dent and CEO; Manuel V. Pangilinan, PLDT chair, 
John Davies, intel World Wide VP - solutions and 
market development group; and Ricardo Banaag, 
Intel Microelectronics Phils Inc country manager. 


Brazilian Jiu Jitsu now in the Philippines 


BRAZILIAN Jiujitsu (BJJ) is now making йз way 
into our country as one of the latest and hottest 
sport. Known internationally for its fast-paced ac- 
tion and impressive reality based ground-fighting 
and grappling techniques, it has caught the at- 
tention of thousands of spectators and curious 
onlookers world-wide as well as our very own 
people. 

In the past, Filipinos could only appreciate the 
skills of Brazilian Jiujitsu practitioners in action 
through video recordings of demonstrations and 
tournaments. Now, the action comes tight in our 
‘own backyard. Through the selfless efforts of 
coach Stephen Kamphuis of the Kamphuis- 
Machado Brazilian Jiu Jitsu Club together with 
the kind cooperation of the UST Judo Varsity and 
South East Asia Grapplers’ Association (Seaga), 
the Ist Philippine Brazilian Jiu Jisu Friendly 
Open will be held at the UST Gymnasium on De- 
cember 11, 2004 from 8a.m. to 7 p.m. 

Coach Stephen Kamphuis originally from New 
Zealand and a former resident of Australia is a 
successful Judo player himself w/ the rank of 
Black Belt 2nd Dan and Black Bet in Brazilian Jiu 
Jitsu as well. He also had 3.5 years of training in 
Boxing. At the moment he is one of only two per- 
sons in Australia that holds the rank of Black Belt 
in BI and Judo as well as being the only one in 
the Philippines at the moment. 

‘Aside from winning in Judo (11 years) and 
most of the ВШУ Grapling Tournament in Aus- 


tralia for the past 7.5 years, he has also won 
Golds in three International BJJ competitions for 
the year 2003 and 2004 namely the 2004 Pan 
American BJJ Tournament (Seniors Division) in 
Cal, USA; 2004 Asia Pacific Rim in Taiwan and 
the 2003 and 2004 World Masters and Seniors 
‘Intemational in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. 

With these achievements, Stephen Kamphuis 
has always wanted to impart and share his 
knowledge of the BU Technique/Skils to practi- 
tioners who wish to learn. So having opted to 
stay in the Philippines for good, he opened up a 
small school called Kamphuis-Machado BJJ 
Philippines Club located at Wack Wack, Man- 
daluyong. teaching BJJ classes and Self Defence 
classes for Adults and Kids. Itis also great for any- 
one who commonly lead such an inactive Ше and 
who want to train at their own pace which is 
much more exciting than just working out in а 
gym. The training environment is geared to safe- 
ty learning and enjoyment. 

It has always been his goal to establish a 
strong team of players under the Machado school 
and establish a competition circuit for them to 
compete in. He sees that there are some talented 
athletes in the Philippines but lack venues and 
‘events to showcase their skills. In time he would 
‘want to see them compete with other countries 
in the South East Asia region and make Philip- 
pines, with its strong martial Arts culture, famous 
in Brazilian Jiu Jitsu in South East Asia. 


Services. Giggles Baby Diapers and Baby Wipes are high quali- 


Sji Grand 


‘Homecoming 

"ON DEC. 26, all roads wil 

ead to St. John's Institute for "D. 

ит Party Myx", the Grand 

Alumni Homecoming hosted by HS Class '79. There 
will be raffle draw with a grand prize of P1 million. 
‘Tickets are avaliable at St. John's Institute, Shantung 
"Commercial, JM Glass, ТРУ Lending Investors, New 
‘Hope Commercial and AX Currency Exchange. Reg- 
"tration starts at 6:30 p.m. followed by Cocktals- 
“Dinner at 7:30 p.m. Alum are encouraged to come. 
‘in Retro attire, with the best male and female guests 
"receiving surprise gifts, A Thanksgiving Mass will be 
‘celebrated on Thursday, Dec. 23 at the Queen of 
:Peace Church, followed by a motorcade. 


‘Free perfume-making, 


‘aromatherapy seminars 
{CREATE partumes for Christmas. gifts to friends and 
‘aves or sell tiem for easy profits this season. 
"dein the free Perfume-Making and Aromatherapy 
“Seminars of Chemworid Fragrance Institute. Sched- 
ules are: (Tuesdays and Fridays, 1 to 5 p.m.) - Dec. 
3110.14 17 and 21; (Saturdays, Bam. to 12 p.m. 
‘Dec. 4,11 and 18, A minimak fe of only P1SOparti- 
pant will be charged to cover cost of materials to be 
tused In the hands-on compounding. All finished 
‘products can be taken home. The workshop/semi- 
“pars wil be eld at the Training Room of the Chem- 
мой Сода office, Sth Foor Oppen Building, 349 
‘Sen. Gil Puyat Avenue, Makati City. For more infor- 
"mation. contact Chermworld al (532)890-9845 Fax: 
1896-7945; CP: 0917-8736547 or 0917-8736548. 


‘Employee benefit seminar 
ТТНЕ UP School of Labor and Industrial Relations in 
cooperation with Cleared Inc will conduct а seminar. 
Swarkshop eid “Managing Employee Валей” on 
‘Dec. 7 to 8 at the Bonifacio Най, Up Diliman, Quezon 
Ойу. Пате to equip participants wi the necessary 
‘competencies to successfully manage the employes 
"benefits function at he frm level. For details, cll UP 
{Soar through FinaMayeVZeny at 920-7717 


"Rice іп the Seven Arts’ 

"THE ASIA Rice Foundation and the National Mu- 
эвешт of the Philippines will launch the book 
‘Rice in the Seven Arts” at the Gallery of the Rice 
‘Exhibit, Museum ofthe Filipino People, Нашопа! 
Museum of he Philippines, P. Burgos Sl., Manila 
‘On Dec. 10 at 2 p.m. For more information please 
‘all Charo Маайа (049) 535-2285 (Los Baños) 
та! aslarico@iaguna.net; Ва! Alvarez 527- 
1215; Mel Lagartija 527-0278 (Manila) 


Т Araulto HS’ 71 X-mas party 
+ CALLING ай Araullo High School Batch '71.. 

2 Thora vill be a Christmas Party to be held at 

S Club Intramuros on Deo. 11, 6 p.m. Рог detalis, 
J contact the following: Nora Medina-Santiago 
621-1706); Lilibeth Neyra-Tiu (890-2664); 

2 Bess Camacho-de Guzman (532-6031); 
qim  Bernardo-Monillar. (400-7281) se 


BESTERM JOINS 3RD INTERNATIONAL BAKERY FAIR 


Besterm International (products - bakery refrigera- 
tion and service equipment) recently signed in with 
the Filipino Chinese Bakery Association Inc (FCBAI) 
for the forthcoming 3rd International Bakery Fair 
slated on Feb. 18 to 20, 2005 at Word Trade Cen- 


ter. Shown are (from left: РОЗА! vice president. 
Leonardo Ong; FCBAI treasurer Benito Ong; Edwin 
Alcasid of Besterm International; FCBA\ director 
and Bakery Fair 2005 committee Henry Ah; and 
FCBAI corporate secretary Marcos Ong Jr. 


UNILAB SUPPORTS DOH'S ANTI-TB DRIVE 


United Laboratories inc (Unilab), through its respira- 
tory healthcare division Medichem, recently turned 
over the first tranche of the P5 milion worth of anti- 
TB drugs that it pledged in support of the govem- 
ments anti-TB drive. These medicines include RI- 
fampicin (Mediam) Isoniazid (Odinah). and Pyrazi- 


amide (Pyzamed). Shown in photo are (rom lef) 
Vica president for corporate affairs Rhais Gamboa; 
DOH Director Ill Dc Jaime Y. Lagahit: Medichem 
product officer Marie Ваа; DOH Usec. Antonio S. 
Lopez: Medichem marketing director Don Cabigao 
‘and Medichem technical writer Virginia Baco. 


VP Noli launches scholarship program for OFWs 


IN THE presence of Vice President Noli 
“Kabayan” De Castro, the AMA Foundation 
Ine, and the Kabayan Noli De Castro Founda- 
tion Inc established the AMA-Kabayan Schol- 
arship Program which involves a P100 million 
‘worth of scholarship grants for Overseas Pil- 
ipino Workers or their dependents. 

A Memorandum of Agreement was signed, 
recently berween the AMA Foundation, repre- 
sented by its president, Amable C. Aguiluz IX 
and Kabayan Noli De Castro Foundation, as 
represented by lawyer Jesse H.T. Andres. 

"The tie-up sought to help educate poor but 
deserving individuals who want to pursue 
post secondary education. The agreement en- 
sures that any OFW receives a 10 percent to 
20 percent discount from any AMA branch 
across the country. 


Moreover, the AMA-Kabayan Scholarship 
Program sets aside 60 full scholarship grants 
to апу OFW or their dependents in any of the 
following courses: such as information tech- 
nology, engineering, business administration, 
nursing, caregiver and other short courses. 
Also present atthe signing were Special En- 
voy tothe Gulf Cooperation Council and chair. 
emeritus for AMA Education System Amable 
R. Aguiluz, AMA Trustee Ma. Angela C. 
Aguiluz and OWWA Administrator Marianito 


jue. 
Qualified beneficiaries under the agree- 
ment may enroll at the AMA Computer Uni- 
versity, ACLC Computer Learning Center, ABE 
International College, AMA School of Nurs- 
ing, St. Augustine School of Nursing and St. 
‘Augustine International School (Basie-Ed).. 


Support WWF Philippines through text 


INNOVATION leader Globe 
Telecom is doing its share to 
help save endangered species, 
their habitats and the people 
who depend on these re- 
sources through a new service. 
that allows Globe Plan, Pre- 
paid and Touch Mobile sub- 
scribers to donate to the World 
Wide Fund for Nature 
(WWE)-Philippines via text. 
WWEPhilippines is part of 
the global conservation orga- 
nization that is dedicated to 
saving life on Earth through 
the conservation of biological 
diversity, thus ensuring а liv- 
able future for all living be- 
ings. WWF believes that hu- 
mans can lve in harmony with 
mature through positive actions. 


tor a ting planet 


Globe Plan, Prepaid and Touch Mobile subscribers can now help save. 
endangered animal species simply by donating prepaid load credits Ма 
text, The prepaid load credits will be converted to cash and donated to 
WWR Philippines to support its work in 27 sites nationwide. 

Subscribers can donate in denominations of P5, P25, P50, and P100. 
For Prepaid subscribers, donation will have a daily cap of P300 which will 
be debited from the load balance, while G-Plan or G-Flex subscribers will 
have a monthly cap of P250 charged on top of the monthly bill. To send 
load credit donations, text the amount to be donated to 2899WWF or 
289.9993. For example: to send PSO load, text 50 and send to 289-9993. 

‘This upholds Globe Telecom's commitment to introduce relevant s 
vices that have life-enhancing benefits. With this service, Globe makes it 

ier, and more convenient for people to support worthy environmental 

; Do your share for the environment by texting your donations 


ERASE YOUR LOAN PROMO WINNER 


BPI Family Savings Bank awards 
25,000 prize to Mary Ann Gonzaga 
‘of WAJ Realty Development Inc. for 
referring her client, who was one of 
he winners in the Erase-Your-Hous- 
ing-Loan promo. ВРІ FSB president 
‘Alfonso L. Salcedo, Jr. (from fet) con- 
гаша her along with the bank's 
AVP and head of Broker Developer 
Channel, Housing Loans Department 
Anthony Ruel L. Magtoto: and VP and 
head of Housing Loans Alberto Е 
Pascual. The Erase-Your-Housing- 


Loan promo gives the winners the 
‘chance to write-off huge amounts. 
from thelr outstanding loan balance. It 
is open to all BPI Family Savings Bank 
cents who aval of the Happy Family 
Housing Loan during the promo pari- 
ой. I the winning account is broker- 
referred, is agant recaives a bonus 
prize representing 10 percent of the 
promo prize amount. All non-winning 
housing loan accounts are stl quall- 
fled In Ina Grand Draw, which is set 
‘on Doc. 23 with PIM prize at stake. 


TUESDAY, DECEMBER 7, 2004 


CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING DIVISION 

Main йем PASONG TAMO, MAKATI CITY 

ЖНА (Oireet), 2970808 (Truri), Fax 8070425 

Gir ATRIUM 0109: MAKATI AVENUE MAKATI CITY 

FOU MR DU MA E 

нони AURORA DLYD. QUEZON GN 

SH MEGAMALL, MANDALUYONG ету, 
БТ fer sono 

At KALAW ST ERMITA, MANKA 

ч MPO Fr BOT 

ALABANG, MUNTINLUPA ету 

gines Sous 

lal addres тиан comp 


pr 


С 


МАТ 


LASSIFIEDS 


The Widest 


DAILY INQUIRER 


ОА В 


t Reaching Classifieds 


PROFESSIONAL 
SERVICES. 


REAL ESTATE 
FOR SALE 


REAL ESTATE 
FOR SALE 


PHYSICIRIUSURGEDR 


MANDALUYONG 


RAPID Tx VD-STD. 
Ex, SWEAT PIMPLES KELOID 
“ALLERGY WARTS SKIN PEEL 
1S Annapolis Greens 
Cal 727812425 Sam Tpm. 


VDSTD Skin Clinic apid 
т Comp Lab Tel 81771 
Marines 2178 P. Tamo Mal 


GARMA CLINIC 


VD SPECIALIST 


Q. C. back of 


Sarl Sale - FATIMA 
5922118 0017255123 


кайр to? PIBM шоп 


18 ай о MEGAMALL Grants 
288218208 Bow us PSM 
ойу WAP ю noeh Cu 
Mouse, Pod, Gia à Fence РВ. 


ET) 
SAH JUAN 


=; мы FF Stu PIT 220-835 


OPEN HOUSE 
DEC. 18 
LOREMAR HOMES 


ANTIPOLO CITY 
Affordable Lots P27sth 
Duplex PEED Single PIM 
Develop Overlooking Ma. 
Country Stateland. 
 634-0969/637-3082. 


BULACAN 


GROTTO AREA z25T 9950285, 
Body Massage, Facil, fot — — — — — — 
‘Spa ИЧИ) 930807 Near Grotto 807 30803 
ye Motel ааа б ЫБ Commi орны busines 
temet сш, congr at, ge 
тесле Í Res айз Dg 
Sido ура azcessb 2 i рш 
fumi эз standard se 
lactate SENT : ENS 


WAREHOUSE 
FACTORY 
eax Benda ata ets 


Cone Warehouse wi OF 
ies Space. GM Sam. Мох 
‘res, PIS Sqm I Month Та, 
805457 
Ms Corazon Cordova 


02-39233269 Best Boys 
Rem LAGUNA 


экин THAI MASSE - BAGUIO 


CEBU DAVAO ШМА PETI coi aro 4007 ванна 


мают 


ASK JOHN MALE MASSEURS 
10921)5364794 


НЗОМЕ ATHLETES вла 
MASSAGE 1505348 WARREN 


ма, Nice 0917329921 |М C5 Nr The Fort 
—— P» 
Tox DP. LIPAT AGAD 2498 
LX 


э Mr BODY PHYSIQUE + 
1A Kamias QC 2250978. 


“FORT BONFACIO CONDOS 
323b EssyTerms 4224305 


MAKATI CONDO 


12388 Ready to Move-in 
Dan 4100295 ОКЕ 


изв озб AO 


—2 
THAI Mage Uc 0821:7580 Chin Gen Area 711-2579 


 BEREXOLUGY Pato Sucat, Pque 8275945 


BODYLAX 
431 Roosevelt Ave иаа 


Rn wl pring WU fas rr UP 
(OC Hal Сме Cal Lenya 
Te 9218084 1985 


MAKATI GREENBELT CONDO. 
36r PIEM up 1049 4224806 
энызсооцпили»_ |. — —— — — — 
————————— ти ю от № оња 
apa Cuangomktaneprsı 8 MM CBO 30K DP Movein 
ОН Sd пк 08174304827 


mm 


HOUSEHOLD JOBS 


س اي 
RENT2OWN _ 9T/mo.‏ 
Condo er. мо 00228080855‏ 


MANDA 


SH ANDRES MANLA Brew 
Tenhsel3stryabriatélarge. 


КАМА ВАУ Ту 


АНСЕЕМАЮЗ 4213253 


—————— МА 
HAY Ao, Yava 726740 


AYALA AVE 81816967686 


ant Spring pir TISSU 


стилно ЗНА 18 FRONT 


миа Yaya Boy 7502197 
ا‎ SANG ролу OO7EDIIE 


боой tiis Yay Boy 7572089 


Pasi 
Jp Mery бын, sas 
NEED MADS (819854777 1M ORTIGAS AVE. 
———————— RESORT-TYPE, 1st Сз 
2498 РОТ то. or HOOP or O% 
BEST mais 250754 2408 PUT! mo. ot №0? 


SAVIOUR MAIDS 4376245 


Yaya HWald Cook 8957507 


«онен етү 
ro TANG CHR зет. 


э Avo Cubao бИ 288 carport 


54117597 0518540729 BUSINES DOCTOR 5243157 


LIPAT BAHAY 


ALPHA VICTORIA NEW ША 
lans paze вы tuu 


+1з1-6833-РАТ 
LBAMAYSETBABS түтүнүн 


MALATE MLA 535-804808 
(CHEAP БАНАТ 926082" roc Gondo ar SC prt 


2r PSST 9р 912813 
р12оолтнР 742-14-57 s 


OTHER REAL ESTATE 


——— 
REALESTATE 
FOR SALE 


зган Condo PSSM or 
10 op Bal тув 8126839 


MALATE MANILA 
нтв УЗЫ 
poc 


Lot Edsa айт Sat 


SAMPALOC 1811А 6830577 rı 


SAN ANDRES MANILA 
Brow TunteedstryabrTG® 
Юзи wp SN юе и 


AYALA ALABANG 
MANGO DRIVE 
eco Adjacent Goll Course 
Dieci Borers Oniy 
Tols: 818278117513472 


шин eny 
НЯ Kird Кати 


п 
bryan зл Ж OND EnS 
Чиа ат 


 QUEZON CITY 


Frans S mba 4284850, 


West Tengo атп? 800877 921832 + 0918212238 Тл 9120047 / 09178942020 


POWER STEERING № 
LUSYON KAMI 


MAY Sc 


о! 


D'YANI 


È PANORAMA 


Hydraulic Sales EFSEGESEZENESESS 


putent 


Yes 1 Conte SO 63885 
Covas Cosmas 4223085 
Cheap Van Rental 36511 
ый 
Разиз suer | emen 


Токо U Deve w Driver Ail 
Kinds Cars Van Rem Оу, 
[e 


ABC 


oth ves ата-а САА 


155 Fest Loon ETSI 
158 CAR LON вм 
155 CARLOAN 373-6519 
155 CARLOAN 788-0361 
15% Esey Car Loan TOTES 
185 Easy Си я атта 
VES Easy Colon 781598295 
1.53 Fast Cer Loan 6550140 
лаънат Car эзиз 
ИН 

MHA Fast Car Loan 


ыы 


"PROFESSIONAL & CREDLE" 
LOW e TEREST 


BUY ‘SELL «РАМН 


SWISS WATCHES 


MERDA лики ао 
асов лтд CERES 
сиди TO SATURDAY 


GENERAL 
MEMS FOR SALE 


А NAME YOU CAN TRUSTI 
MALA WATCH EXCHANGE 
BUY + SELL + PAWN 


ROLEX+OTHERS 
1 беш Swiss Watcher 
DIAMONDS / JEWELRY 
etopraesiFes Cash 
париро Any Watch 
T45060404 + 834-2886 


WE BUY AT HIGH PRICE 


ROLEX 
5545593 5697041 
5633742 0917-8473744 


BUYING ROLEX 


EARN BIGHIGH ROL 
SHALL CAPITAL вен 
‘08205660785 VIOLY 


umero собе жыйн 
5521008" 08178901051 


Frm Ама to North 
America, ence Gua бш 
acm 
dep Leg а уш ш. 
logon ontlBieiccon 


ыыы 


ATW Consiga ити 


TOR SALE 


Security Agency | Domnii 
pd 


(—€—————— án ES 
» 
RATES 


P75 per line 
(i pes she) 


DEADLINES 

for reservations / cancellations / corrections 
Mondays to Saturdays Sundays 
12:00 noon 12:00 noon 

Day before publication every Thursday 


T —€———————Áa 


P245 per column centimeter 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR Е AND TO BID 


Contracting of a Manufacturer / Supplier to Supply 60 units Multi-Purpose Boats 
under the Project "Support Programme for the Management and Conservation of 
Fisheries and Aquatic Resources (Project ID 00014503)" 

The Development Suppor Services Center (055) o he United Nations Developmen! Programme (UNDP) 
wouid Eke to invite local and intemational shipbuiiders to apply for eligibility and to bid for the procurement of 
‘sixty (60) units multi-purpose boats for the “Support Programme for the Management and Conservation of 

Fisheries and Aquatic Resources (Project ID 00014503)". 

The project aims to provide immediate and continuing assistance to the Philippine Govemment on sustainable 
coasta! and marine resources management, parua to achieve a more elective system of ervcrmental 
governance, trough strengthened mut-sector stakeholder participation, and delwery ol environmental services, 
шал) топао and enforcement of existing las on coastal resources 


One o the project requirements is the acquistion of ity (80) units fiberglass motorized mul purpose boats 
equipped wih diesel engine, minor navigational and Hesaving accessories for multi-use in ће enforcement of 
existing fishery laws and provision of Iveihood demonstration projects, along the coastal waters. The boats 
wil be awarded to recognized / organized / qualiied Fisheries Resources Management Councils (FARMCS), 
reputable fshermen's associations and other concemed agencies. 


The principal particulars of the multipurpose boats, аге as follows : 


Length Overall (LOA) 28110300. 

Length at Deckdne. not less than 26.0 ft. 

Breadth : moles than 6.5 А, 

Depth (approx) $ mi 

Draft loaded (approx) 18. 

Main engine Brand new inboard diesel engine, nol less than 16 HP 


Maximum trial speed 


Cruising speed 
Total maximum number of crew and passengers 


* not less than 7.5 knots at light condition, calm 


weather, 4-6 engineers 
about 5 knots 
15 passengers and 2 crew members 


Bidding Documents (Requirements for ElgbiRY, Instructions lo Bidders, Terms of Reference and Standard 
Conditions of Contrast) may be secured personaly, upon payment of a nonrefundable amount of Philippine 
Pesos Three Thousand (PhP 3,000.00), fom the folowing address: 


Development Support Services Center 
United Nations Development Programme 
30° Floor Yuchengco Tower, RCBC Plaza 
6819 Ayala Avenue, Макай City 
Tel, No. 632) 901 0273 901 0272 
Fax No, (632) 801 0200 


International suppliers are encouraged to appoint and authorize Philipine-based counterparts to secure the 
bidding documents and submit proposals for and in their behalt. 


The abovementioned Bidding Documents wil be released to al interested pares sci from December 8 t0 
December 21, 2004 only. The Bidding Documents shali contain all instructions on he rules, procedures, bid 
opening dates, and other schedules and requirements. 

UNDP reserves the right о reject any or al bids, waive any delector informality therein, accept he bid and 
award пе contract lo the most advantageous offer to the UNDP based on UNDP orteria, UNDP assumes no 
‘bigaton or responsiity whatsoever to compensate or indemnify the bidder for any expense or loss that may 
be incued for he preparation of bids, nor does it guarantee that an award wil be made lor this Contract 

(od) ETHELIND В. CAPUNO 
Manager, DSSC 
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NOTICE 

о ay isang patalastas upang pantam за на па 
mayroong LABAS SA HUKUMAN KASUNDUAN NG 
MGA TAGAPAGMANA ni LUCIA DILLERA at 
PAGBAUBAYA na ninclaryo ni Ally. Zenaida O 
Balms noong Nov. 18, 2004 as per Doc. NO. 402. 
Pago No. 81: Book No 4; Sonos ol 2004 in Quezon 
Ciy. PAGPAPAUBAYA sa Duong karapatan ва 
MAACO POLO LAND PROPERTIES, INC., na may 
pahanrang sulat at kalakalan sa 89-A Maginoo St 

Baman, Quozon Cty sa xatauhan ni IMELDA D. SAN 
PEDRO al TEODORO 1. LIM ay magkatuwang 
nagpapagana ng kantang KASUNDUAN (MOA) na 
тидал п Aly. Balmas noong Nov. 18, 2008 ds 
рег Doe. No. 403; Pago No. 81: Book No. 4; Soros 
002004 in Quezon Cily upang maisaayos ang lahat 
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OIL DEREGULATION LAW 


Review seen to drive 
away investments 


By Abigail L Ho 


А REVIEW of existing laws governing the 
deregulated downstream oil industry is seen 
to adversely affect the way potential investors 
perceive the country’s investment environ- 
ment, anoil industry executive said. 

Philippine Institute of Petroleum executive 
director Reynaldo Marquez said in an inter- 
view that prospective investors might shy 
away from the country given the perception 
that rules here could be changed any time. 

“In general, if you adopt a law, especially 
опе affecting big investments, you can't 
change the rules in the middle of the game. 
Many investors went into the industry under 
existing laws and business conditions,” he 
told reporters. "My worry is that this review 
will have bad effects on investments, not just 
inthe oil industry” 

Energy Secretary Vincent Perez said last 
week he would recommend to Malacafiang 
an “independent review” of Republic Act No. 
8479, or the Downstream Oil Industry Dereg- 
ulation Act of 1998, to determine whether or 
not changes on the existing law was needed. 

He said the public has the perception that the 
deregulated ой industry was to blame for the un- 
mitigated rise in ой prices in the past months. 

An independent review of the law, with ай 


the stakeholder consultations that would be 
held to support it, would likely create a "re- 
пемей consensus on the future of the down- 
stream oil industry,” he said. 

But Marquez said changes in the current 
law, if there would be any, would not guaran- 
tee a drop in the local prices of local 
petroleum products. 

Instead of doing any good, the review might 
just drive away potential investments that the 
country needed to fuel its economic growth. 

“There's no such thing as a policy without 
problems. There's no problem with doing a 
review, but we desperately need new invest- 
ments, Changing the rules in the middle of 
the game will not help us attract those new in- 
vestments,” he said. 

Perez declined to reveal the details of his 
recommendation, saying that the indepen- 
dent review body would not involve any De- 
partment of Energy official. 

Various militant groups, including party-list 
group Anakpawis and the Bagong Alyansang 
Makabayan, have been very open in their call 
forthe repeal ofthe Oil Deregulation Law. 

‘They reasoned that this law was the very 
root of the country's problems regarding high 
oil prices as it allowed local ой firms to adjust 
their prices, usually upward, without consult- 
ing the government. 


RP to start importing rice in Jan. 


By Christine A. Gaylican 


THE COUNTRY will import 320,000 metric 
tons of rice in the first week of January to 
boost the national buffer stock that has been 
eaten up by government relief operations in 
typhoon-stricken areas. 

National Food Authority Administrator 
Gregorio Y. Tan said in an interview yesterday 
that the country’s rice inventory was now 
down to 6.5 million bags, or good for only 12 
days. The country's average rice requirement 
‘was placed at 27,000 metric tons daily. 

“It has become difficult to bring supplies 
from rice producing areas such as 10605, Ca- 
gayan and Nueva Ecija as major roads have 
not been passable,” he said. 
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‘Tan said the NFA needed to buy rice from 
the international market as early as January 
to prevent any supply shortage next year, par- 
ticularly in view of the expected delay in the 
summer harvest. 

"The successive typhoons that hit the coun- 
try had affected the palay cropping and plant- 
ing schedules next year," he said. 

He admitted that the current tight rice sup- 
ply situation in the world marker might affect 
the cost of the country's imports. 

The current average price in the world mar- 
ket was placed at between $320 and $350 per 
metric ton, as leading exporters were keeping 
supplies for their growing domestic demand 

This year’s тке importation reached 
985,000 metric tons amounting to P13 billion. 
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AMONEY dealer sits unflinching at his 
workstation while trading on a foreign exchange 
marketin Tokyo. The dollar traded at 102.13 
yenin Tokyo, down 1.39 yen from late Friday. e 


US urged to fix 
deficit to halt 
dollar drop 


PARIS—The United States must fix its deficits 
to halt a further decline of the dollar, Gerrit 
Zalm, Dutch finance minister and current 
chair of the Eurozone's finance ministers, said 
in an interview with French newspaper Les 
Echos. 

“A good response (to the drop of the dollar) 
without doubt is to wait until the United 
States correct their deficits,” Zalm said in the 
interview, which was released on Sunday pri- 
or to publication in the paper's Monday edi- 
tion. 

"A declaration from Washington on this 
would be very useful because it’s the budget 
deficit and American trade deficit which ex- 
plain the weakness of the dollar,” said Zalm, 
whose country hold the European Union's ro- 
tating presidency. 

The US government's budget deficit is al- 
most 4 percent ofthe gross domestic product. 

Mounting concerns about the dollars 
plunge, which pushed the British pound to a 
12-year high last week above $1.94 and the 
euro to a fresh record, are likely to be voiced 
when Eurozone finance ministers meet in 
Brussels, 

Possible intervention by the European Cen- 
tral Bank to support the US currency by buy- 
ing dollars would hardly be effective, Zalm 
said in the interview. He also dismissed cut- 
ting Eurozone interest rates as a possible solu- 
tion when "inflation is rerurning.” 

"The ECB on Thursday left interest rates un- 
changed at 2 percent. 

“Inthe end, lets not forget that the drop of the 
dollar has a positive effect on our petrol bill and 
therefore on inflation,” Zalm said. Reuters 


Opec to shift 
deposits from 
dollars to euros 


LONDON—Members of the Organization of 
Petroleum Exporting Countries have cut the 
share oftheir deposits denominated in dollars 
by over 13 percentage points in the last three 
years, mainly to the euro's advantage, the 
Bank for International Settlements said on 
Sunday. 

In its latest quarterly report, the BIS—a fo- 
rum for world central banks—attribured the 
trend partly to US interest rates having fallen 
below eurozone levels. 

‘The report said US dollar-denominated de- 
posits fell to 61.5 percent of total deposits by 
Opec members in the second quarter of 2004 
from 75 percent in the third quarter of 2001. 

The share of euro-denominated deposits 
тоге to 20 percent from 12 percent over the 
same period. 

‘The Basel-based bank is cautious about its 
findings, noting less ой revenues seem to have 
gone into the international banking system re- 
cently but saying nevertheless there had been 
a "subtle but noticeable" shift in che composi- 
tion of deposits in the past three years. 

“Since the third quarter of 2001, ой rev- 
enue seems to have been channeled increas 
ingly into euro and other currency deposits, 
the BIS said, 

"This shift out of US dollars probably re- 
flected to some extent the relative change in 
interest rates in the United States and the eu- 
roarea since 1998," 


The BIS said US short term interest rates 


were on average 2.1 percentage points higher 
than their euro equivalent between December 
1998 and March 2001, but 1.3 percentage 
points lower on average between April 2001 
and June 2004, Reuters 
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DATA WEAKER THAN EXPECTED 
US jobs weigh on Asian stocks; oil weak 


SINGAPORE—Dollar and ой price 
weakness dominated Asian trading on 
Monday, sending Asian export and re- 
source shares down, but strength in 
banking stocks supported some Asian 
stock markets. 

Weaker than expected jobs data from 
the United States had the dollar strug- 
gling to hold above a new euro low 
struck in New York on Friday. Worries 
about the United States economy have. 
driven the dollar to record euro lows in 
В of the past 9 sessions. 

Top Asian exporters fell in sympathy 
with the dollar. 

‘Toyota Motor Co. lost 1.54 percent. 
South Korea's Samsung Electronics fell 
1.5 percent as the won reached a seven- 
year high against thedollar. 

MSCIs nonJapan index of Asian 
shares hit its highest level in nearly 5 
years, helped by strength in its health 


care subindex. World stocksas measured 
by the MSCI edged up 0.17 percent. 

"The jobs data brought the markets 
focus back to the dollars weakness," 
said Kikuko Takeda, currency analyst at 
Bank-of Tokyo-Mitsubishi. "I think we 
should be prepared to see another 
round of dollar selling. 

‘Takeda added that the market would 
likely target a fall towards 100 yen and 
arise in the euro to $1.35. 

Crude ой stood just above $42 a barrel, 
after sliding 14 percent last week. Fore- 
casts for a mild US winter piled on the 
selling pressure in the United States on 
Friday after an increase in US fuel stocks 
оп Wednesday set off a wave of selling. 

‘Weakening oil prices weighed on re- 
source stocks. China's CNOOC fell 1.2 
percent. 

The dollar was at around 102.15 yen 
compared with 102.10 in late US trade 
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on Friday, underpinned by a view that 
the Bank of Japan may step in to stem 
the yen's rise. 

The euro was at $1.3438, versus 
1.3454 in New York and a record high of 
1.3461 marked on Friday. Sterling stood 
at $1,9404 after matching а 12-year peak 
of 1.9442 earlier in the day. Gold edged 
upin line with the dollars weakness. 

The dollar tumbled across the board 
on Friday after US non-farm payrolls 
rose 112,000 in November, well below 
economists’ median forecast for a rise 
of 180,000. The jobless rate was 5.4 
percent, matching forecasts. 

Despite the weak data, a Reuters poll 
taken after the figures were released 
found that all 20 primary dealers sur- 
veyed expected the US Federal Reserve 
to raise its key interest rate by a quarter 
percentage point to 2.25 percent at its 
December meeting. 


Sixteen of the 20 looked for another 
quarter-point tightening in February. 

Tokyo's benchmark Nikkei average 
was down 0.6 percent at the midsession 
dose at 11,011.02, but Hong Kong's 
Hang Seng was ahead 0.44 percent at 
14,274.57, supported by strong banks. 

‘Strength in bank shares supported 
main indexes in some markets. Aus- 
tralia's S&P ASX 200 was up 0.5 percent 
at a new record, led by banks like ANZ, 
up 1.1 percent, in anticipation there 
will be no early interest rate rise in Aus- 
tralia. 

Singapore's Straits Times fell 0.03 
percent while Taiwan's benchmark in- 
dex added 0.38 percent, underpinned 
by strong banking stocks. South Korea's 
KOSPI fell 0.82 percent. 

United States oil prices eased 2 cents 
to $42.52, near a three month low of 
$42.05 struckon Friday. Reuters 
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Now you can be the leader of 


The Number 1 choice for leading organizations 
worldwide, the Canon copier is your perfect bus 
companion, trusted for йз uncompromising reliabil 
ily. Engineered for high 
performance ond speed, with unsurpassoble print 
quality, it is ideal for both small and large corporations 
looking for increased producivily and an enhanced 


Furthermore, as the World's Best Selling Copier", 
Canon hos the honour of being the worldwide 
market shore leader for 2003. So, invest in a world 
renowned Conon copier now, and leod your business. 


Canon Color imageRUNNER* series 


Color up your workspace, The new Canon Color 
imageRUNNER® series is the multifunctional top 
performer, with exceptional looks and stunning print 
opohiliies. Print, scan or copy over your network and 
the Interne, in cost-saving black and white, as well os 
full color, anytime on demand. Gain a competitive upper 
hond, ond impress your business clients with 
extraordinary proposals and presentations 


Contact your local Canon office today, and become the 
leader of your industry. 
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Canon 


бо. Obrero Davao, Cy Tel 
Tele: (072) 242-4587; ( 


South & Southeast Asia Regional Headquarters: 


Canon Singapore Pte Lid 1 HarbourFront Avenue, #04-01, Keppel Bay Tower, Singapore 098632 www. canon-asia.com 
Canon Marketing (Philippines), Inc. Marvin Plaza, 2153 Don Chino Roces Avenue, cor. V.A. Rufino St, Мака! City * Tals.: 812-6047 » Fax: 894-4174 


E-mail address: info@canon,com.ph * wivw.canon.com.ph 


Branch Offices: CMP.Cobu Door 10, 1P & 20 Free Star Arcado, Hornan Cortos St, Subang, Mandaue City Tels: 032] 345-3680; 032) 345-3821 Fax (0321 344-6776 * CMP D: 
082) 277-4820 Fox: (082) 222-3392 » CMP-La Umen Ground Floor, M. Poraka Bldg, Quezon Ave., Se 

72) 242-0440 * CMP-Logaspi Door 7 & 8 Ground Floor, CEA Bida., Lapu-Lapu St, Legaspi City Tels.: (052) 41 

CMEPampanga Pistahan Bldg, Мелаи Highway, Doleres, San Formando, Pampanga Tel. (045) 961-6495 
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LANE XANG MINERALS LIMITED 


Lane Xang Minerals Limited is a subsidiary of the international mining 
company Oxiana Limited and is currently operating the Sepon Gold Mine 
in Savannakhet Province, Lao PDR. Construction of a 60,000tpa copper 
plant is also underway, with production expected to commence in 2005. 


The roster cycle for this position is 28/14/12. Whilst on site, employees 
live in a pleasant camp environment with laundry and meal services 
provided by the Company. Recreational facilities include a gym, volleyball 
and badminton.courts, TV / Table Tennis and Pool Room. 


We are currently seeking expressions of interest for the following position 


SHIFT SUPERVISOR / TRAINER nun ÉL xd. е 


Reporting to the Shift Coordinator the incumbent will be responsible of Year 2005 that will lead to your 


for: mpany’s Massive Growth and Total 


Work in conjunction with the Operations Trainer and Shift larket Domination!!! 
Coordinators to implement pre-commissioning and training 
programs for Lao Nationals. 


Work in conjunction with LXML commissioning personnel to achieve 
commissioning targets. 


Achieve environmental, operational and maintenance targets within 
the company's safety system and KPI's. 


Consult widely with site (gold and copper) personnel to ensure all EET 
LXML operating and other procedures are adhered to. y DRIVEN seing" your salespeople will close more business and get closer to 


mers in ways far 
To apply you will require over 5 years+ Process Operating (hands on) RAI РЕВ ры EU 


experience in the minerals processing industry, particularly in Copper! ro 

Gold processing and be able to demonstrate good knowledge of 

hydrometallurgical processes. Sound knowledge and operating net 

experience In commissioning, Supervision, Jameson cells, Flotation and PUE e x тюшю |. Одо | иктеш | 
Counter current decantation circuits is essential for this role. ed ا‎ rm 2 ў 


In addition you will require good written and oral communication skills and REGISTER NOWI GA Tol: 484-2153, 22-719, 520-1909 Coll Мо. 0917-327-7271 
sound knowledge of the MS Office suite of applications. Sensitivity to the a ee 

Lao culture is essential in all expatriate roles, with previous experience in 
ап overseas operation well regarded. 


Further information regarding the Sepon project please visit our website 
at www.oxiana.com.au. 


Interested applicants should send a resume, including referee details, by 
етай to thomason@Ixmimine.com with the POSITION TITLE in the 
subject field. Applications close on 12 December 2004. 


JOB ASIA MANAGEMENT SERVICES The Pearl Garden Hotel Manila: On the pursuit of excellence 


License Мо. POEA-323-LB-070402-R 

Tels 927-9096 / 4163110 мк! of Pearl Gar 

4/F Columbian Bidg., 160 West Ave., near EDSA, Quezon City den Hotel Manila on 
For Manpower Pooling Only, Beware of Illegal Recruiters, exercises after their 


“Power of с 
No Fees to be collected celence" Training 


and Workshop con- 
ducted by Interlink 
EE Manpower Develop- 
= ment and Generi 
“ 4 Ch " уу) | Services, inc., last 
Are you ready for Christmas?” | 855 35 аа © : 
for the second batch, PEARL GARDEN HOTEL MANAGER'S TRAINING 
CHRISTMAS is just around the comer and inline Commerce and Industry Officer, Beauty Queen, | held at the Daffodil The Pearl Garden Hotel's supervisors and managers after their raining entitled "The Power of 
with the holidays on Up Close and Personal with , Actress, P.R.O of the National Real Estate Association, | and Iris function Management in Control" in preparation to facing the challenges of the hotel industry. Siting In 
Marissa Del Mar, the show will feacure heso called ` ine, AllNations Women Group (member), to charter , | rooms of the hotel. бопе (trom left): Rodrigo Basea, F&B manager; Rafael S. Chico, president of Interlink Elmer Andes, 
“House of Santa”, the “Biggest Parol” and how Rotary Club of Makati Nilsen, Rotary Clubof Makati |^ Mr. Rafael $. Chico, purchasing officer, Virgie Bayot, executive housekeeper, Cynthia Astorga, hotel manager; Tyrone 
f нро people prepares for Оша 2004. The Undanem (member), and Decor of the Parafaque | the president of Co and Brian Co: Standing atthe back (rom lt: Lavenie Marda, Ie Mocha lens Management 
‘episode which will be aired on Tuesday, Dec. 7, Chamber of Commerce and Industry. Up Close and kouis adstal al gees O a еее т panel Tas seis 
VOIE M RR NEU. ша нйймыри ен | sme О ETE da 
for бишип. Hos Marisa Del Mar isan Offer Productions, ine, fumhersimstosetetoadifeen | resource speaker оГ merum РВ superdion, . ' 
К 1 he said walning. lend shife manager; Chef Ranito Cadungog, executive chef. 
| ofthe Rotary District 3830, Philippine Chamber of level of Philippine broadcast journalism. 


WESTIN PHILIPPINE PLAZA 
TRAINING 


The Power of Service Excellence Training and 
Workshop for the Inorganic employees of Westin 
Philippine Plaza Hotel was at the Panay function 
room of the Westin Philippine Plaza Hotel Nov. 3. 
‘Tho objective ofthe training is to prepare them to 
face the challenges of the hospitality industry 
through excellent service. Flanked by the trainaes 
and coordinators, standing In front - fth from the 
right is Marian Villar, HR manager; standing. 
beside Villar ls the president of Interlink, Rafael S. 
Chico (standing in front, fourth from the right). 
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BB se ie 
DR. DAISY VISTA 
Le MERCIER 


of Rizal, Laguna 


Died in the Grace of our Lord 
оп December 4, 2004 а the age of 61. 
From ell of us she has left behind: Capt. and 
Mrs. Leonardo Vista, Camilo Jr. and Nilda 
Vista, Willie and Edna Nerle, Danny and Eva 
Del Valle, Neel end Nora Antay, Eddie and Fely 
‘Vista, Boy and Marlene Vista; all Er] 


— — 


An obituary 
: with a 
picture 
an bea 
fitting 
tribute to 
your 
departed 
loved one. 


nieces, grand nephews and grand nieges andi 
relatives request prayers for heg fg ese 

Interment will be on Тмизйзу, Весет с, 
2004, 2:00 p.m. at Rizal Merini РЕЈ Riža, 
Laguna. 


absent with the body 
to be present with the Lord." 


— 2 Corinthians 58 


Always caring... 
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OBITUARY 
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© Copy of Death 
Cerificate 


@ Any identification 
document (L.D) 


JAIME V. 


WE ACCEPT 
CREDIT CARDS 
and bank-to-bank 

payments 


Seventeenth Death Anniversary 


| of 


June 15, 1938 — December 7, 1987 


MARIA CRISTINA QUIZON MAGSARILI ° 


Peacefully joined our Lord on December 4, 2004 
at the age of 76. 


Her husband, ATTY. RODOLFO R. MAGSARILI; her children 
VICTOR & STEPHANIE, RODOLFO JR. & MARILOU, ALBERTO 
& MARISE, MARIA CRISTINA & ERNESTO and their CHILDREN 
together with her sister LOLITA B. QUIZON give thanks to the Lord 


for the blessing of her life. 


Interment today, December 7, 2004 at the San Juan pan Cemetery 
after the 3:00 PM Mass at the San Juan Nepomuceno Parish. 


ONGPIN 


"For God so loved the world, that He gave His | 
only begotten Son, that whoever believes in | 
Him shall not perish but have everlasting life." | 


— John 3:16 


Her bereaved husband Rodolfo L. Santos (1); children Andy, 
Marie & Billy del Rosario, Ed & Mariteh, Ser & Bunny, Rey & Sheila; 
Dottie & Alex Canlas, Ly! 
Brooky, Stephanie, Christine, Monique, Paolo, Cielo, Myklo, Anton, 
Emil, Bianca, Carlo, Bernadette, Abby, Nikka, Mikey, JC, Patrick, Luigi, 
JP & Chris request other relatives and friends to join them in praying for 
her eternal happiness in heaven. 


Trust їл the Lord and do good... Delight yourself їп the Lord and 
He will give you the desires of your heart... 


Psalm. 


Martina “Teny” Samia Santos 


Born on December 20, 1927 
Died on December 2, 2004 


ing, 


i, Edna, Leny, Ermie & Amy; grandchildren 


\ Нег body Нез їп state at the Shrine of Our Lady of Mount Carmel, 
Broadway, New Manila, Quezon City. 


The Funeral Mass will be on Friday, December 10, 2004 at 12 Noon and 
the interment will follow immediately at the Manila Memorial Park, Sucat 
Road, Parafiaque City. 


For the needs of your departed 1 9004 Ones, the following estalishments caw kelp you. 


METRO MANILA 


{LAS PIÑAS 
jf FUNERARIA FILIPINAS 
187 Real St, Zopote Alabang, Las Piñas; Tels. 873-9507; 873-0024 


MAKATI 
DON BOSCO CHAPELS 

>. Pasay Road, Makati СПу; Tel. 894-5932 to 34 
FUNERARIA FILIPINAS 
865 J.P. Aizal St., Poblacion, Макай City; Tels. 890-3556; 899-8191 
LOYOLA MEMORIAL CHAPELS 
EDSA cor. Bernardino St, Guadalupe, Makati City; Tels. 895-1011 to 19 
MALABED FUNERAL SERVICE 
3-A Coronado St, Guadalupe Viejo, Makati City; Tel. 890-83-18 
SANTUARIO DE SAN ANTONIO PARISH 
Forbes Park, Makati City; Tel. Nos. 843-8838/90; Fax No. 843-8223 
ST. ALPHONSUS MARY DE LIGOURI PARISH 
Magalianes Vilage, Makati Cily; Tels. 852-8228; 852-7284 


MALABON 
FLORESCO FUNERAL HOME 
218 Gen. Luna St, Concepcion, Malabon, Metro Manlia; 
Tels. 2812963; 2813034; 2810522 


*MANDALUYONG 
SANTUARIO DE SAN JOSE PARISH 
East Greenhills, Mandaluyong City; Telefax 724-4139; 725-2044 


MANILA 
DULCE MEMORIAL SERVICES 
Jose Abad Santos Ave. cor, Dinalupihan St., Manuguit, Manila 
Тыв. 712-5102; 741-5125; 741-5139; Fax No, 711-2064 
LA FUNERARIA PAZ, INC. 
1501 C.M. Recto Ave, cor. T. Mapua, Manila; 
Tels. 7116931 to 35; 732-4795; 732-2827 
POPULAR MEMORIAL CHAPELS, INC. 
2141 Rizal Avo., Sta. Cruz, Manila; Tol. Nos. 254-0867, 254-0839 
ST. MARK MEMORIAL CHAPEL. 
36-18 б. Tuazon cor. Loreto St., Sampaloc, Manila; 
Tels. 749-3679; 781-1772 
UNIVERSAL FUNERAL SERVICE & MEMORIAL CHAPELS 
2028 Rizal Avo., Sia, Cruz, Menita; Tels. 499-4468; 493-4540 
WELINGTON FUNERAL SERVICES 
1811 Gen. Luna St., Paco, Manila; Tel. 202-5447 


MARIKINA 
{ ERIC SANTIAGO MEMORIAL CHAPELS 
{ ` 26 Bayanbayan Ave., Concepcion |, Marikina City: 
Tels. 042-6044; 475-1177 
F SANTIAGO MEMORIAL HOMES 
SV. Gomez & 19 V. Gomez St, San Foque, Marikina Cl; 
Tels. 648-1725 or 648-1730 
LOYOLA MEMORIAL PARK CHAPELS & CREMATORY SERVICES 
Loyola Memorial Park, A. Bonifacio Avenue, Tañong, Marikina City 
Tels, 041-3196 to 98; 941-3676; Tolotax 841-3577 
PAKET SANTIAGO MEMORIAL HOMES 
48 V. Gomez GL. San Roque, Marikina City; Tels. 646-1725: 646-1720. 
jFPARARAQUE 
{HOLY TRINITY MEMORIAL CHAPELS 
Dr, A. Santos Avo. Sucat Rd., Sucat, Parafiaque Ойу; 
Tels. 826-1206; 836-1201, Tolotax: 825-1314 


LA FUNERARIA PAZ, SUCAT, INC. 

Dr. А. Santos Ave., Sucat, Рагалацие; 

Tels. 820-1592; 825-9947; 825-8635 

LINCOLN MEMORIAL SERVICES, INC. 

‘Ground Floor, JEMP Bidg., J. Cabarrus сог. Monserrat Sts., Phase |, 
BF Commercial Center, Paraftaque, Metro Manila 

RIZAL FUNERAL HOMES 

8187 Dr. A. Santos Ave., Sucat, Рагалацие City 

Tels. 826-1876; 826-9682; (0915) 712-1220 


*PASAY 
RIZAL FUNERAL HOMES 
438 Cementina SL. Pasay 
VERONICA MEMORIAL HOMES 
Otficiai NBI Morgue 517-A Amalz St, Pasay 
Tels. 831-3797; 844-7846; 843-1801; 845-4836 


*PASIG 

ARLINGTON EAST THE GARDEN CHAPELS 

C. Raymundo St. cor. Mercedes Ave., San Miguel Ave., Pasig Cily 

‘Tels. 747-8598; 747-8609 * Telefax 641-1760 

FUNERARIA ANGEL QUIOGUE 

No. 67 Pasig Boulevard Extension, Pasig Ciy; Tels. 641-7909; 641-1735 
*QUEZON CITY 

ARLINGTON MEMORIAL CHAPEL 

12 б. Araneta Avenue, Quezon Сау; 

Tels. 715-1025: 715-1031; 715-1027. 

LA FUNERARIA LAWRENCE BAQUIRAN 

#23 Раю Si., Project 2, Quezon City; Tel. 434-3258 

LA FUNERARIA PAZ, INC. 

143 б. Araneta Ave. Cor. Kaliraya St, Quezon City 

Tels. 749-3806 to 11; 712-3001: 743-6502 or 05 

NACIONAL MEMORIAL HOMES 

264 G. Araneta Avenue, Quezon City: 

Tels. 713-5231 10 35; 714-0867; 714-0868 

ST. PETER FUNERAL HOMES 

296 Quezon Ave., Quezon Cily; Tels. 372-5084; 410-9286/87 


^ TAGUIG-PATEROS 
FUNERARIA ANGEL QUIOGUE 
M. Ameda St., Pateros, Metro Manila; Tels. 642-3010; 633-3602 
GARDEN OF MEMORIES MEMORIAL PARK 
Calsadang Bago, Pateros, Metro Manilla; Tels. 642-6181 to 82 
HERITAGE PARK 
Bayan! Road, Fort Bonifacio, Taguig, Metro Manila 
Tels. (DL) 845-2341 to 42; (TL) 845-2334 lo 38 loo. 110/112 


fels. 831-1204 


PROVINCIAL 


“ALBAY 
LIGNON HILLS MEMORIAL CHAPELS, INC. 
Bugtong Road, Legaspi City; Tels. (052) 820-0186; 0917-2074152 
*BACOLOD 
ROLLING HILLS MEMORIAL CHAPELS INC. 
Ground Fir. Rolling Hills Chapel, 27In-Lacson 51, Mandalagan, 
Bacolod Cily; Tel 433-7182 
‘BAGUIO 
LA FUNERARIA PAZ, INC. 
79 Нарийал Rd., Baguio City; Tel. (074) 443-3337; (074) 442-3117 


‘BATAAN 

SANTUARIO GARDEN & CHAPELS 

Talisay Road, Balanga City, Bataan; Tels. (047) 2370643 + 7911768 
*BULACAN 

FUNERARIA TUASON 

Poblacion, San Miguel, Bulacan 3011; 

Tels. (044) 764-0281; 678-0266; (0917) 895-0603 


‘CAVITE 
FUNERARIA SAMSON 
145 Bayan Luma, Imus, Cavite; Tels. (046) 471-3375; 471-2675 
LA FUNERARIA SAPINOSO 
G. Tirona St, Imus, Cavite; 
тав. (046) 471-3386; (046) 471-4417; (046) 571-1978 
‘CEBU 
COSMOPOLITAN FUNERAL HOMES, INC. 
Nivel Hilts, Lahug, Cebu City: Tels. 231-0721; 231-3192 
CEBU ROLLING HILLS MEMORIAL CHAPELS INC. 
Cebu Branch: A.S. Fortuna Street, Banilad, Mandaue City, Cebu; 
Tels. 346-2543; 346-2801 
«DAVAO 
COSMOPOLITAN FUNERAL HOMES, INC. 
Camus Ex. cor. J. Abad Santos, Davao City: 
Teis. (082) 227-1201; 227-1258 , -no 
*"ILOCOS dea 
LA FUNERARIA LAWRENCE BAQUI 
427 Crisologo SL, Vigan, llocos Sur; Tel. 722- 


LAGUNA. YT 
SAN RAMON FUNERAL HOMES, i 


Bray. 
"Tis. (049) 562-1668; 800-2914 Cel. №. ( 


‘PAMPANGA 
FUNERARIA PANGILINAN ^^ * А 
Santo Enterro cor. P. Burgos St. Lourdes Sufi Angi 
Tais. (045) 888-2959 ; (045) 322-5247 


anl e 
OUR LADY OF PEACE MEMORIAL PARK 
CHAPEL a SERVICES INE: r y 
or 8 Carma St, Anipao Cy 1670 d 
ЛЕ fa et ove! cov anes o rs Fox: 6072768 
E SANTIAGO MEMORIALHOMES а 
Бадыраа Бап Mali, Pea Tek. 849-5949; 942-400 
БОГ GARDENS МЕМОМАСРАНК yt 
No Larei, Unshopoe Сот, Quazgi Ave) Angono, Rizal 
Tels. 651-1711: 651-0737 $i Ж. 
MARIAN MEMORIAL CHAPELS * P j 3 i 
Маюк Ао id fis, 641058 
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DALLUAY MEMORIAL SERVICES > 4, fa 
Pes utes iain. Clongano Cl. 
ов. врут 222 S008, (1) IN 1088; (047 222-4 
ROMGAPOMEHORIALPARK НЫ 
ал Эа Ra Dondaje ты. No (047) 22341682 
oe 
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SR1BGASAT Й mo die dies 7 EN Dee Б TS 
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Don't miss this great December deal. 
GLX1BGASAT f о 626 41505 285 DES 927 BS f Run to your nearest Toyota dealer now. 
GLLEGASWT T «00 $1500 35349 28023 20489 16473 13953 13; Promo is up to December 31, 2004 топу. 
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MEDICAL City 
hasanew home /D 1 


sme feedback: Inquirer Ше namelcitylmessage to 2207 (Globe) and 386 (Smart) 


Tips in 


home fitness 
machines 


BUYING home fitness equipment can be one 
of the best investments you can make for your 
health. 

You can fit exercise into your busy schedule 
and use the equipment even when the weather 
is bad. The whole family can also get fit togeth- 
ег 

However, if you buy 
mir оп impulse, home fit- 
WELLAND ness machines can tum 
into expensive dust- 
Goop collectors. Here are tips 
from Idea, the Associa- 
tion of Fitness Profes- 
fm gm fÀ sionals, to help make 
0] you a smart buyer: 

o Match the machine 

to your needs. 
Ifyou enjoy walking, 
^ a treadmill will suit you 
Tina Juan better than a stationary 
И bike, even if it is much 

cheaper. 

That is why garage sales often have cross- 
country skiing machines on offer. Unless people 
live in Nordic countries, how many really know 
how to enjoy cross-country skiing? 

Consider the space you have. 

‘Take actual measurements instead of “I think 
it will fit in the family room.” There are space- 
saving or portable equipment suitable for a 
small house. A stepper or stationary bike, for ex- 
ample, takes up less room than a treadmill. But 
there are also foldable home treadmills 

Put safety first. 

Unless you hire a personal trainer, you are 
going to exercise without supervision so safety 
isan important issue. Free weight stations like a 
bench press should have safety racks in case the 
barbell falls 

Motorized treadmills should have accessible 
‘emergency stop buttons. The machine should 
place your body where it is protected from mov- 
ing parts when you are using it. If buying а mul- 
ti-gym, try all the stations and imagine all possi- 
ble safety scenarios. 

‘Think of physical limitations. 

If you have a knee injury or a bad back, get 
special advice from a sports medicine doctor or 
а fimess professional before buying the latest 
finess gadget. 

Machine should be versatile, flexible. 

Can it handle different body types? Can a 
тап and woman use it equally well? Take note 
if your family is also going to be using the ma- 
chine. Does it offer different levels of challenge? 
"The machine should be able to still present you 
with a challenge when your skills and stamina 
improve. 

Take a closer look. 

Examine the machine physically. It should 
ook and feel sturdy, not flimsy, with a smooth 
finish and clean welding. Upholstery must be 
firm and well-stitched. 

If making an expensive purchase, try to talk 
to people who have used the equipment for a 
few years and see how their machines are hold- 
ing up. 

‘Avoid fast or sight-unseen purchases. 

Do not buy fitness equipment you have not 
tried or tried only briefly. Gregory Florez, per- 
sonal training consultant for Idea, says, “Almost 
any treadmill feels fine during the first few min- 
tutes. Only when doing a longer workout will 
you notice things like excessive vibration and 
noise. For cardio machines, spend at least 20 
minutes trying different programs. For strength 
equipment, do а set of 10 repetitions.” 

Reliable fimess companies will deliver a 
demonstration model for you to try at home for 
several days or invite you to their showroom for 
a30- to 40-minute workout. 

‘Do not buy equipment from a dealer who lets 
you ту their machine for just a few minutes. 
"They may not want you to discover their prod- 
ucs shortcomings. 

Weigh price versus quality. 

A whole range of finess machines is avail- 
able in the Philippines, from cheap to midrange 
and top-of-the-line expensive. As with any 
product, you get what you pay for. The only 
thing going for the cheaper models is the price. 
Buy the best your budget can afford. 

One woman I knovs computed the cost of all 
the cheap fimess machines she has bought 
through the years and realized that, for that 
amount, she could have bought not just one but. 
two top-of-the-line treadmills. 

Fitness equipment with computerized con- 
soles are the most expensive but offer motiva- 
tional information like heart rate, elapsed time, 
total calories burned, speed (km/hr on tread- 
inills, floors per minute on steppers, revolution 
per minute on bikes). They can automatically 
contol resistance to make your workout harder 
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Designed with the functions you need and the form you want, 
the new Nokia 2650, the latest fold phone from Nokia, lets you- move 
‘on to the next level. Visit your Authorized Nokia Dealers and check out 
the surprisingly affordable Nokia 2650! 


Stylish Elegant Fold Design and Snap Open Hinge * Discreet, Flashing Edge Light Alarms • Snag-free 
Internal Antenna Design, * Color Display + MMS * Java Games • Polyphonic Ringing Tones 


NOKIA 


CONNECTING PEOPLE 


SUPER close pals: book enthusiast Gi 
businesswoman Virgie Ramos, Westin Philippi 
Maritel Nievera 


rae 


POPULAR TWOSOME: Attractive Carol Sy 
and her husband, SM heir Hans Sy 


eet 
~ FOREIGN Affairs Secretary Alberto Romulo 
wife, Lovely Tecson В. 


GENTLEMAN of the hour, DDB Asia chair 
Aaron Lau 


FIL-ESTATE'S Peng 
Perez de Tagle 


MCDONALD'S 
taipan, George Yang 


ғ 
Sd 
SEN. Francis 
Pangilinan 


of GMAT 


GLAM gal Ces Drilon with Richard Proctor, 
DDB Asia CEO, and UA&P's Bernie Villegas 


—— PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER. 


Rodis, PR maven Susan Joven, brilliant 


е Plaza’s Rose Libongco, and Cabalen's 


HEN super close pals set aside one 
үү“ day to celebrate jointly their 

dazzling lives, you can expect а 
fun, rip-roaring time, polanggas. And thats 
exactly what we all had. 

“Two super best friends, mega restaurateur 
Maritel Nievera-Shani ofthe popular always 
consistent Cabalen chain; and our very own 
Super wonder woman, PR personality Susan 
Joven, president of Visions & Expressions, 
had a fantastic, fun joint birthday celebration 
at everyone's favorite restaurant, the Cirkulo, 
with close pals and business associates. 

Both gals usually пу to forget their birthdays 
for one reason or an о 
thes, but this year was 
an exception. Most 
members of their eat- 
ing gang insisted “You 
both beter have a joint 
рагу this time” Well 
dahlings, they did 

The gang came in 
full hungry force, in- 
cluding Sen. Kiko 
Pangilinan; a radiant 
Loren Legarda; SP 
Sumulong and wife 
Annette; popular co 
ple, restaurateur Ril 
ki Dee, with wife Arcache 
Beng, one of Manila's Photos by Alox Van — 
Desedressed; OUT pete’ Kodak Max 
town's in demand new 
guards, Sander and 
Mons Tantoco; my fa- 
wore pepperoni, fun Pepper Teehankee; 
and Press Undersecretary Robert Manan- 
quil. Foreign Secretary Alberto Romulo and 
his lovely wife, Lovely Tecson R., dashed in 
and stayed fora bit 

Letting it all hang out and having a great 
time away from their corporate environment 
were SSI EVPGM Anton T. Huang; Ayala's 
Winnie Nazareth, Rowena Tomeldan and 
Cristy Comia; and brilliant gentleman for all 
seasons, Hans Sy. 

Late arrivals were my boss, Chelo Formoso, 
and moi. Both of us couldn't get enough of the 
yum-yummy phylo pasty wiangies with 
Spinach, blue cheese and pine nus, one of sev- 
eral apéritifs; not to mention the to-die for buf- 
fet dinner. Paella Cirkulo—chorzo, duck and 
pork tenderloin in saffron seasoned rice; Meroà 
№ Navarro—oven-roasted Chilean sea bass 
wrapped in jamon serrano with balsamic vine- 
gar syrup; and slow-roasted US Beef Bel- 
iy gari and black pepper crust, with pono 
bella mushrooms and balsamic shallots chat are 
among the superb selections the always consis- 
tent El Cirkulo Resto is noted for, thanks to that 
genius of a chef, Jay Gamboa, and his sister, 
adorable Malou Gamboa, who made sure we 
had enough to eat and drink. We surely did, 
palangges. 

Afer dinner, guitars/singer Joel Co hit 
the strings. It was no surprise that some frus- 
trated singers belted ош a few songs—some 
on key others off key. Oh well, no guts, no 
glory, di bala? 

Hey, Susan and Marite], here's to more fun 
birthday bashes like this. Cheers palanggas. 


WirHoUT 
BATTING 


Agency to beat 

“DDB, the world's true avant-garde agency, 
which, in the '60$ spun the idea that being 
second best or even being ugly made for an 
edgy campaign (think Avis all-time tagline 
winner, “We try harder’) has found itself posi- 
tioned to become the agency to beat this side 
ofthe world again.” 

Hows that for the opening of an invite I re- 
ceived, palanggas. So there | was at the packed 


\ 
n 


ED Tamayo of AdVerbum with Afin Bautista and Mike Enriquez, both 


A 


GRAHAM Coates of Robinson’s Retall Group. 
with witty Robina Gokongwel-Pe 


sw 


STORES Specialists Inc. EVP-GM Anton 
Tantoco Huang with Visions & Expressions’ 
smart Ginggay de la Merced 


LIFESTYLE... 
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inderella's Therese Santos, working soci 
Agnes Huibonhoa, moi, and hostess with the mostest Ching Cruz 


Rip-roaring party celebrates dazzling lives 


Jeep nS uS 
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NO LOVE affair here: good 


WORLD travelers and successful 
entrepreneurs, Tina Maristela 
‘Ocampo and Ricco Ocampo 


MEGA achiever Dori Shani with 
Ayala Land's Cristy Comia 


Mandarin Captain's Bar watching that hot chair 
of DDB Asia, Aaron Lau, being appointed CEO 
of the Asia region, which, I was told, was one of 
Aaron's favorite areas of responsibility. 
Expanding DDB Worldwide integrated 
services and operations in Asia was the topic 


cellent wines and a buffet with dishes from 
the East and West symbolizing the fusion of 
DDB Worldwide. It has spread to almost all 
the seven continents and covers even the Slo- 
чак Republic, would you believe? 

Host TV glam gal Ces Drilon introduced 
young РОВ Philippines chair Lito de Joya 
and entrepreneur Gil Chua that started the 
ball rolling. We listened to a fearless forecast 
of things to come in 2005. 

University of Asia & the Pacific's Bernardo 
Villegas, the prophet of boom, gave an opti- 

picture but also warned busi- 
ness leaders “to think outside the political box 
to achieve progress for all." International geo- 
mancer Joseph Chau happily told us “that 
now being the year of the monkey, a sixth 
wave of prosperity is in store for this country.” 

Après that, it was time to really party with 
the now-band Parliament Syndicate taking 
center stage, getting those hard-core business 
personalities to rock the floor, dahlings. 

‘As we sipped the excellent Cabernet, 1 
bumped into hotshot Polly Nazareno, prexy 
of PLDT/Smart; man for all seasons, MTV's 
Francis Lumen; business entrepreneur 
Philip Lhuiller; media man Mike Enriquez; 
and Cocktales man Vie Agustin, plus lots of 
shiny, cool personas like them. 

Who says big boys don’t know how to have 
real fun? Think again, buddy, 


Absolute fun 


Everyone agreed, palanggas, that it was a 
smashing night of partying when Absolut vod- 


looking international 
businessman Uli Behringer and 
Ayala's pretty Winnie Nazareth 


CIVIC-ORIENTED ladies Agnes 
Huibonhua and Fe Rodriguez 


ABSOLUTELY 
Absolut followers: 
Martin Tornberg, 
Christine Laman and 
Cheese Ledesma 


ка, famous for affairs of fashion and art, pre- 
sented “Absolut label—the country collection,” 
featuring 10 extraordinarily exciting pieces de- 
signed by artists from all over the world. 

Being the in place for launches, fashion 
shows and what have you, the Ayala Museum 
was the venue for the unveiling of the newest 
fashion project of Absolut—colorful eyecatch- 
ing Tshirts by top designers from France, 

Sweden, Spain, Greece, Poland, 
Brazil, Russia, Germany and Argentina, 

In the last 18 years, Absolut has helped fash- 
ion designers from Gianni Versace to Jean 
Paul Gaultier. The swinging parmership be- 
tween the popular Swedish vodka brand and 
fashionistas has been showcased in media ad- 
vertising, as well as in a yearly fashion calendar 
featuring up-and-coming designers, proudly 
presenting the Absolut label, natch! 

“I cannot describe the collection as any- 
thing less than extraordinarily exciting. The 
designers have really outdone themselves 
and managed to portray the creativity of Ab- 
solut brand from an Absolut perspective, 
(putting) an element of their own country in- 
to the design... this is the first time we have 
ever produced a limited edition of designs for 
Absolut," said a très pleased Michael Pers- 
son, market communications director of the 
Absolut Company in Stockholm, no less, 
palanggas. This must-have limited edition col- 
lection has 150 T-shirts from each designer. 

Brilliant stylist Michael Salientes, together. 
with equally creative director Ariel Lozada, 
made sure that the Absolut label's country col- 
lection had everyone wanting to see more. We 
did. 

Needless to say, vivacious Annie Ringor of 
Bridges@com, Creative Ideas and Strategies 
spent the entire evening looking pleased as 
punch, dahlings. 


“WE loved all the T- 
shirts," said Shu 
Uemura's Tina Tinio 
and best-dressed gal 
Wendy Puyat- 
Hotung. 


st Kiko Escora with Johan Salen, 
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Spirit joins 


"INNER ] 


AWARENESS: 


when he met a fatal acci- 

dent at the South Luzon Ex- 
pressway in August on his way 
home to Ayala Alabang. 

During his wake, he appeared 
clearly to his half brother 
Joshenn, 10, to whom he was 
very close. "I saw him standing at 
the comer of the funeral chapel 
where his body lay. He was wear- 
ing a gray shirt,” said Joshenn, 

1 asked Joshenn if his dead 
brother, JM, said anything to him. 
He nodded yes. “He told me to 
take care of our Mom." 

Since then, the young Joshenn 
could see and talk to his brother 
JM every day, аз if he never died. 
For him, it was a natural and ordi- 
nary thing. 

On the second day of JM's 
death, during Mass at the funeral 
parlor, Joshenn saw his elder 
brother, this time wearing a white 
shirt. 


Hello, not goodbye 

On the third day, at the wake, 
Joshenn saw his dead brother kiss- 
ing his mother and several other 
relatives. It was more like greeting 
them than saying goodbye. 

"When JM's friends came to the 
"wake, pictures were taken. In one 
of the pictures, JM could be seen 
sitting with them. 

‘That was when the mother, Gi- 
gi, decided to seek my help to ex- 
plain whats happening to her 
young son Joshenn, and what she 
should do aboutit. 

Elvie Flores of the American 
Academy of Family Medicine, 
"whose group invited me sevetal 
times to lecture on alternative 
healing, arranged a meeting be- 
tween me and her niece, Gigi the 
mother of Joshenn and JM. 


J OHN Mert (JM) was only 23 , 


of the 


E 


Tips in buying home fitness machines 


From page Cl 


or easier. 

Florez suggests trying the best and mast ex- 
pensive equipment first even if you cant afford it 
зо you know what quality features to look for. 
‘Then, you will know what features you are will 
ing to give up when you try lower priced models. 

Think about after-sales service. 

Buying from a local distributor of "brand 
name” fitness equipment is more reliable in the 
Jong run because you can have warranties (one 
to two years) and a service team with technical 


Jaime T. 
Licauco = 


During lunch in November at 
the Tower Club in Makati, 1 
learned more fascinating details 
interactions between 
Joshenn and his departed brother. 
JM. Present during that meeting 
were Gigi, Elvie Flores, Gigis 
mother Fe, and four of Gigs six 
children. Oops, excuse me, five of 


No empty chair 

Joshenn said his dead brother 
JM was also there seated on the 
empty chair to his right. 1 was 
seated to Joshenn's left. 

1 asked how JM looked, and 
Joshenn replied: “He is seated be- 
side me with his two hands on his 
stomach. He is wearing a white 
shirt." That's how JM usually sat 
ona chair. 

When the picture at the wake 
showed JM's face, his friends at 
first didn't believe he was there 
with them, They asked Joshenn to 
ask JM if there's any message for 
them. Joshenn said JM told him 
to tell one of his friends "to brush 
your teeth.” 

Everybody laughed because JM 
used to tell that to his friend when 
he was alive. Of course, Joshenn 
never knew about that because he 
never went with the group. The 
friends were convinced JM was 
really with them. 

During lunch, JM told Joshenn 
their grandfather was also in that 
picture. We asked Joshenn to ask 
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friends in photo at his wake 


JM to show where the grandía- 
ther was. Joshenn got the picture 
from me, brought it in front of the 
empty chair оп his right, as if 


showing it to somebody, and then 


picture. 


pointed to a spot beside JM in the 


When looked at it, that's when 


1 saw another head, looking side- 


might not be 


Earning his wings 


ways. This other phantom figure 
sible on the print- 
ей reproduction of the picture, 
but it was quite clear in the origi- 
nal when you concentrated on it. 


On the first day of the wake, JM 
told Joshenn to tell everybody he 


needed their prayers to earn his 


saw 


earned his wings! 


ence? 


broth: 


should he 
have wings. 


know-how and replacement parts should any- 
thing go wrong. However, do make sure the 
company or store you buy from is really com- 
mitted to after-sales service and is not just giv- 
ing you lip service. 

If you are buying an expensive piece of fit- 
ness equipment like a treadmill, ask to meet the 
service team. You may discover that the “team” 
does not exist or consists of one solitary part- 
time technician whose real job is to fix relevi- 
sion, 

Be careful when buying elecrronic/comput- 


EXERCISE OF THE WEEK 


Lateral push-up 


| 


THIS advance exercise uses your 
own body weight as resistance to 
strengthen and firm up the chest, 
triceps (back of the arms) as well 
as abs and waist. 

Equipment: 

Exercise mat, 

Exercise technique: 

1, Lie sideways on a mat with your legs 
together in alignment with your shoulders, 
head and neck. 

2, Place the top hand on the mat in front 
of your chest with fingers facing your head. 
Wiap your other arm around your walst. 
Hold your neck in line with your spine. 

3, Contract your chest and press down in- 
to the mat to push up laterally. 

4, Slowly return to starting position. 


5, Do the desired number of repetitions 
then repeat on the other side. 

Performance tips: 

1, This is an advance exercise and should 
not be attempted by beginners. 

2. Keep your neck lengthened and pull 
your shoulders away from your ears. 

3. There is no need to straighten the 
working arm fully to reap the benefits of 
this exercise, although people who have the 
strength in their chest/triceps plus enough 
flexibility in the sides of the body will be 
able to do so. 

4. This exercise сап be stressful on the 
wrists. After finishing the desired repetitions, 
Bip your wrists up and down and make alter- 
nating circles to relieve the pressure. 

Repetitions: 

Do five to 10 repetitions per side. 


Joshenn leaned to his right and 
whispered my question to his 
whom he alone could see. 

"Kaya says it depends on the 
mind of the individual," Joshenn 
said. That made a lot of sense to 
me, I said. Those who felt they 
ought to have wings grew wings. 

T explained to the group that in 
the astral plane or in the spirit 
world our thoughts became reali- 
ties. So if they thought angels 
wings, they would 


Before we parted, I asked Gigi 
#1 could use the photo she gave 


wings. So they prayed for him ev- 

he next day, Joshenn 
his brother wearing white 
and with large wings like an an- 
gel. In succeeding days, he saw 
him flying in the air He had 


I took the opportunity to ask 
JM, through Joshenn, a question 
that had been bugging me for 
years. Why do some people see 
angels without wings and others 
with wings? Whats the differ- 


me in a book on spirit photos that 
І was writing. She told Joshenn, 
“Ask him if he will allow it.” After. 
Joshenn asked his brother he 
said, "Brother says it's okay. You 
may use the photo in your book.” 

When we were walking to the 
elevator, several of us noticed that 
Joshenn’s right hand was extend- 
ed further away from him, as if 
somebody was holding it. Elvie 
whispered to my ear. “Look, JM is 
holding Joshenn's hand!” 


Metrowalk International Bazaar 
To hit it BIG 
On December 17 - 20 from 10am to 8pm 
With exceptional products on display 
Truly different from all others 


* Located along Meralco Ave. corner Ortigas 
right beside MC Home Depot 
* Fully air conditioned 2nd Floor with 120 booths 
* FREE PARKING with 2,000 parking spaces 
* Reputable restaurants on the ground floor 
* 40,000 complimentary tickets to be given 
to elite bazaar shoppers 
* Guaranteed heavy customer traffic 
and volume sales 
* Print advertisement іп 3 leading newspapers 
on all days of the event plus streamers 
and flyers 


Address letters to this column to 
308 Prince Plaza 1, 106 Legazpi St, 
Legazpi Village, Makati Call 
8107245 or 8926806. E-mail jli- 
caucg@edsamail.comph. — Visit 
http.//jicauco.shorturLcom. Lis- 
ten to my dzMM radio program 7-8 
рт, every Sunday 


erized fitness equipment abroad. It may be 
cheaper than buying from a local distributor but 
you will be helpless if something goes wrong, 

Even if you can bring in the spare parts, you 
will have a hard time finding a technician 
specifically trained for that machine. You may 
also need a gigantic transformer because equip- 
ment purchased abroad often uses 110 volts in- 
stead of our standard 220. This factor alone can 
shorten the Ше of your machine. 


Call Mina 0918-9231469 
Tels: 9252467 
9258435 


#4 4 had 
аке arge роет; 
=. 
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iat symptoms differentiate a person under the influence of illegal 
drugs, like cocaine or ecstasy, from a person intoxicated by alcohol? 
person under the influence of alcohol is easier to be identified than that ofa cocaine, ecstasy or a shabu user. 
Cocaine or shabu users can seemingly be normal in their day to day routine, but as their usage worsens, 
carelessness зев in and their social and working habits become affected. Tardiness, missed deadlines, 
unexplained absences and changes in анйшдез are also observed. Irritability over trivial matters is common, along 
with mood swings and untidiness, Cocaine, shabu and ecstasy users were also observed to be more aggressive and 
Alinatious towards the opposite зех. A "Hero Complex” was also noted among heavy users. 


On the other hand, alcohol is a central nervous system (CNS) depressant. Intoxication can cause incoordination, 
tremors, ataxia (unsteady or shaky movements) confusion, stupor, coma and even death at higher blood alcohol 
levels. Chronic alcohol use produces CNS dependence, thus during withdrawal stage, tremors, jitters, seizures can 
occur. Моге ofien one encounters a “poly”, a person who mixes alcohol and drug use. 


"This week's answer was provided by Dr. Wilson Q. Gan of World Citi Medical Center. Dr. Gan, 
a FEU-NRMF batch 1989 Medicine graduate, specializes in Internal Medicine. He has been 
an accredited provider of MEDICard since early 2001. He is affiliated with the Philippine Medical 
and Quezon City Medical Associations and is also involved into drug and alcohol counseling for 
the Christ Commission Fellowship, Precious Hope Ministry. For consultations, members may 
visit him at Room 207, The World Citi Medical Center, from Mondays to Saturdays, 10 АМ to 5 
in the afternoon. 


BE HEARD AND BE READ. Write to DR. NICKY S. MONTOYA (с/о TAKE CHARGE DOC!) or e-mail 
him at inquiry@medicardphils.com for inquiries on health matters. 

MEDiCard PHILIPPINES, INC. ат Satan Бр. HV. dela Сова Bt. Ssloedo Vilage, Makan Cty 1227 
TRUNKLINE: 667-2020 - FAX NO.: 604-5720, 810.3888 _ TEXT: Key in MEDICARD and send io 2344 (Giobe and Touch 

Моше) or to 4827 (Smart and Tak МГ Тех) INDIVIOUALIFAMILY BALES: 616-21 CORPORATE SALES: 848-6452 

MEAS, HEBAS E-MAIL: inquiry Qracicardphas com. iom WEBSITE: www medicardptie com 
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Moderation is 
the best diet 


DIET fads are fashionable for a 
moment, but what happens after- 
ward? = INSIDE 

Most diet fads deprive the 
body of basic nutrients. Whether Our 
it's carbohydrate, protein or fat, 
there is а deprivation of sor СОГУ, 
Most nutritionists and dietitians Quirino 
are against dieting simply be- 
cause it’s fashionable. 

‘The best diet, when all is said 
and done, is moderation though 
the term is subject to personal in- 
terpretation. It can mean different 
things to different people with dif- 
ferent needs. Ya chopped carrot 

Lets take a look at basic nutri- Yc chopped Baguio beans 
ents to appreciate them better. и c chopped broc- 

Meat—Thougharichsourceof coli/cauliflower 
iron, meat can make people eat И c chopped potato 
twice the protein the body needs. 34 с shredded/cooked chicken 
Too much protein can damage breast meat (optional) 
the kidney and liver. Boil 1 whole chicken breast in 

Red meat, if not lean, is high in low fire for 30 minutes, Once 
saturated fat and has been linked chicken stock is done, remove 
to heart disease and cancer. chicken breast and shred the 

Dont: Overdo meat consump- meat. Add to vegetables as you 
tion. Do: indulge ifyou muston your sauté. Vegetables should only be 
favorite roast beef, steak or cheese- halfcooked. Add barley to chick- 
burger butonly twicea month. en stock. Boil in low fire for 1 

Fish—There is fish andthereis hour. Add tomatoes, drained. 
fish. But only fish like the humble Cook in low fire for 15 minutes 
sardine can actually help your until boiling. Add the vegetable 
heart. Rich in Omega-3, it is best mixture to the barley chicken 
for health maintenance. Do: Buy stock. Throw in the basil and 
more fish like sardines, tuna, oregano. Cook for another 45 
mackerel, cod. Don't: Overcook minutes to 1 hour in low fire. Up- 
your fish, or your food, for that on serving, add 2 tsp of grated 
matter, to preserve nutrients. parmesan cheese (optional). 

Vegetables—Broccoli ала Serve hot with french bread. 
cauliflower are nutrient-rich veg-  Carbohydrates—Your Бойу 
etables with antioxidants to boost needs carbs to maintain your en- 
the immune system. ergy level. While the most popu- 
Sprouts—mongo, alfalfa, Brus- lar carbs in Western diets is pota- 
sel—are good for the body Do: to, it is often served overdressed 
Think green as often as you can. with gravy, sour cream, bacon, 
Have a serving of veggies firstbe- butter, etc. Do: Eat potato as sim- 
fore meat or carbohydrates. ply as you сап. The Asian staple, 

Soybean has plant estrogens rice, is good for the health but on- 
called isoflavones that can help ly in moderation. Have only one 
lower blood lipid levels, relieve cup per meal. If you are dieting, 
symptoms of menopause and low- have halfa cup. 
er risk of hormone-related can- 


PERFECT MOMENTS SHOULD BE 
REPRODUCED PERFECTLY. 


1tsp onion 
2 tsp fresh or dried basil 

1 tsp dried or fresh oregano 
3 tsp extra virgin olive oil 
Salt and pepper to taste 

Y chopped celery 
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Canon Singapore Pte Lid 1 Harbourfront Avenue, #04-01, Keppel Bay Tower, Singapore 098832 www.canon-asia com 
Canon Marketing (Philippines), lnc. 2F Mann Рага, 2153 Don Chino Roces Avenue, cor. VA Rufino St, Makati Chy Тва: 812-6047 / 12-76 io 79- 892-5449 Fax 8109797 
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SKIN BLEMISHES? 
ALL GONE WITH IPLI 


The favorite skin treatment of the stars 
is now within your reach! 


been wall 
cog ЕИ 


Its what your skin is looking for! The IPL Photorejuvenation 
‘Treatment from Facial Care Centre will banish your bothersome 
blemishes to reveal a clearer skin tone. it is proven effective in 
erasing your freckles, age spots and spider veins on anywhere 
that skin imperfections show. You, too, can be among the many 
women who enjoy its excellent results and experience the 
beauty of having blemish-free skin. 


Don't miss this fantastic skincare treat only from Facial 
ге Centre. IPL, it really works! 


Facial 


care 


CALL 892-SKIN (7540) 


MAKATI ORTIGAS — QUEZONCITY BINONDO 


ALABANG 


CONGRESSIONAL 


cers. Do: Eat tofu. Ifyou dont like Diet tip 
it,getfresh soybean and steam the _ Eat less, move more. Or eat 
“edamame.” Good snack food. Or, fewer calories, burn more calo- 
drink soy milk every day. ries, Exercise three times a week. 
Juices—if you don't like to eat Do: Eat smaller portions. Over- 
veggies, consider juicing up. A sized portions lead to weight gain. 
glass of tomato juice daily is Undersized portions lead to 
enough го get you started. weight loss. 
Soups—For a healthier family $ 
meal, have soups, stews and Beauty regimen 
sauces to include а variety of veg- Frown less. Repeated raising 
etables. Do: Look for interesting and bunching of eyebrows will 
ways to add veggies to your diet. produce unwelcome lines. Try 
Here isthe recipe for my popu- putting scotch tape on your fore- 
lar barley soup: head and practice not frowning 
1 c peeled raw barley pearls for an hour Each time you forget, 
(Quaker brand available in super- the tape will remind you to stay 
markets or organic brand at cool, calm and collected. 


Healthy Options) 3 
S c water/chicken stock Affirmation 
1 can whole/erushed peeled “I ат my brightest smile be- 
tomatoes cause the Universe smiles at me.” 


2ispgarlic Love and light! 


Red Cross’ Senator Richard Gordon and Rosa 
Rosal, with Dr. Vivian Gonzales and Al 
Gonzales, secretary general of STET-VIP's 
Volunteers 


UPLB starts 
annual 
bloodletting 


THE DUGONG Alay-Dugtong Buhay was 
launched at the University of the Philippines 
Los Bafios (UPLB) in 1998 to help an employ- 
ee witha kidney problem, 

Lolita Dikitanan, an employee at the UPLB 
Office of Student Affairs, had a kidney prob- 
lem that required weekly blood transfusions 
at UP-Philippine General Hospital in Manila. 

Her situation prompted Dr. Vivian A. Gon- 
zales, then UPLB dean of students, to start a 
bloodletting project through her Students 
Transformation and Enrichment for Truth- 
Values Integration and Promotion (STETVIP) 
program. 

Dr. Armando Crisostomo, then PGH assi 
tant director for health operations, sent his 
staff to UPLB for the first Dugong Alay-Dug- 
tong Buhay bloodletting in 1998. 

Now а civic welfare training service 
(CWTS) component of the National Service 
‘Training Program (NSTP), STETVIP has more 
than $00 affiliate schools with 800,000 stu- 
dents. Starting this year, its volunteers will 
donate blood to the Philippine National Red 
Cross (PNRC) during the annual Dugong 
Alay-Dugtong Buhay Week, Dec. 5-12. 
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T= MEDICAL City has moved to its 


‘oy ay. 
we 


new home, a 1.5-ha property on Orti- 

gas Avenue, Pasig City. And for Dr. AL 
fredo R.A. Bengzon, president and CEO, it’s 
more than a transfer of address or physical 
makeover. 

"This has been very much about organiza- 
tional transformation, clarifying our vision and 
values and enlivening these in everything that 
we do,” he says. “Upon this noble calling, we 
stake our claim as "The Capital of Health; the 
center of all that is new and true about health.” 

For 37 years now, The Medical City has pro- 
vided health-care services to Filipinos, recogniz- 
ing that the health and well-being of every in 
vidual contributes to national development. 

“Even as we attend to the personal health 
needs of our patients, we are focused on the real 
prize—health as a fundamental good in defin- 
ing life and its quality, and hence a potent force 
in pursuing social reform and achieving equi- 
table development,” says Dr. Bengzon. 


Massive structure 

Encompassing 100,000 sq m of floor space, 
the new P5-1-billion Medical City is composed 
of two towers joined by a podium and bridge 
ways. The 15-stoty nursing tower is fired with 
500 beds, and a future second tower will pro- 
Vide an additonal 300 beds. 

The 18 floors of the Medical Arts Tower 
house 277 doctors clinics and selected com- 
mercial spaces. Within the six-floor podium are 
diagnostic and intervention facilities as well as 


ARCHITECTURAL 
design of the new 
Medical City on 
Ortigas Avenue, 
Pasig City, is 
contemporary 

yet welcoming. 


We deliver anywhere in the Philippines! 
«GiutaBioC (the most effective skin 
whitener). 1,000mg: P45. «Melatonin: P6. 
«CoQ10. 60mg: P22. Spirulina. 500mg: P6. 
eHyaluroric Acid Anti-Wrinkle Pill: P50. 
inkgo: P7. eGlucosamine. 750mg: P12. 
«Nat Vitamin E: P6. «Silymarin. 200mg: P8. 
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GARDENS in and around the building complex provide a soothing environment. 


support and administrative offices. The three- 
basement level parking facility accommodates 
омега thousand vehicles. 

According to Dr. Augusto Sarmiento, chair, 
an advanced building management system op- 
erates as the brain of the complex and orches- 
trates a myriad of systems. It incorporates life 
safety features which are activated in case of 
fire, earthquake or other calamities. 

Should a fire break out, for instance, fire 
doors would automatically shut off certain ar- 
eas to prevent the spread of smoke and fire. 
Sealed areas of refuge that are smoke- and fire- 


proof would be made available for non-ambu- 
Jant patients, pending their rescue using a pres- 
surized protected elevator. 

Zoned sprinkler systems would contain the 
spread of fire, while preventing unwarranted 
water damage to non-affected areas. 

"The complex is built and equipped to with- 
stand even the most severe natural or manmade 
disasters. Its structural design is 200 percent 
above the minimum Philippine Codes, Seismic 
joints have been employed to protect the build- 
ing from collapse or other earthquake damage. 


oasis/D3 


Medical 
City has 
amassive, 
state-of- 
the-heart 
new home 
on Ortigas 


Vitamin С. 5001265: P750. eLycopene: P9. 
Unit 715 City & Land Mega Plaza. 

(behind Robinson's Galleria), Pasig City 
«Та 687-5023 «Cell 0918-3461156 


BLOOD CLOT 


leads lo siroke, heart attack or sudden death. 
The rst increases you have a song 
FAMILY HISTORY or have: 
* Diabeles _ * Hypertension 
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a » Stroke * Stressful Lifestyle 
Avenue in 3 Lumbrokinase _ 
Pasig City CAPSULES 
The only dietary suppiement hal is proven 
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para walang bara! 
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AUTOMATIC 
WATER HEATERS 


Only 
PAPZ,645,00 


Control 
Switch 


since 1985 
JETT WATER HEATER CO., INC. 
Unit 3 & 5 ono Condo, EDSA. Cubao, 
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CAROLS 4 
& CHEERS! 


E 
“BAZAAR G 
Y Cy 
BAZAAR 
OUTDOOR SHOPS AND StALLS 
The perfect answer to your 
Christmas shopping woes! 
Drop by our outeicor shops and 


stalls during the Christmas 
season. Who knows? You might 


4 > can 751-8000 to appv. 


HERE'S SANTA! 


December 10, 15 and 17 


He knows who's US and who's 


nice and he's in El Centrall 
Bring your kids to see Santa Claus 


and catch him and his merry helpers 


strolling around the mall giving 
ifts and goodies to lucky kids 


s [and even their mommies!) забы 
ak „А perfect Christmas memory? ў: 


mS ene 


‘at EDSA Central! 


Great new restaurants offering 
sumptuous food choices await 
you and your family at the Food 
Р Central! : 
Try Them alll p 


Greenfield District, Mandaluy cag 
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BY JESS ABRERA 


т. RAISE 
чоо 10. 


ти. RAISE 
You 15. 


ги. RAISE 
чоо 25. 


MAYBE USING A ом, 
DECK WTH ALL SECOND 
ACES ISN'T AS THOUGHT, 
тон FUN AS МАКЕ 
WE MAGNED. ТНАТ 
10000. 


ТЫ RAISE 
‘You 50. 


ги. RAISE 
You 100. 


TLL RASE 
‘You 1,000. 


BUT! NA LANG AT 
Di NATULOY ING 
5 BAGYONG YOYONGS 


HINDI MAMAN 
IMBITADO YAN, EL 


ANTIPOLO? 


BY TOM ARMSTRONG 


PUGAD BABOY 


BN STUDYING THE PHYSICAL 
FEATURES OF VARIOUS BREEDS 
OF 0065, 1 HOPE TO PIECE 

(TOGETHER MY FAMILY LINEAGE, 


LIKE, Т HAVE LONG, FLOPPY DX cd 
EARS. MY GRANDFATHER 
COULD WAVE BEEN A 

BASSET ОБО: 


BABY BLUES 


"МАКАКАНМА. ү 
KA, INO. <] 
INATOS MO NUNG 


MANGGA AT 
TUWING BUMA - 
BAGO. 


BYJERRYSCOTT MUTTS 
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mmm... HOT LAUNDRS? 
RIGHT OUT OF THE 


DRE... mp, 
23 45 


He, We8. ou WANNA У. 


HeAR Амо+нев оме 
оғ M4 Poems? 


MAYBE 
NEXT TIME. 


Next tiMe?l Gut WHY 
Not Now? ЕР WE Wait 
FoR A мехт TIME ми 
Роем мом ве CRISP. 
ANO FIRM. 


WAit Some More 
AND 5 Goins 
te Stink! 


TIL BUY You 
А DovGHNUT- 


HOROSCOPE _ 


BY FRANCIS DRAKE 


YOU BORN TODAY: Sometimes others think you're eccentric because you march to the beat of your own drum- 
mer. In turn, you are drawn to others who are characters, because you Ике unconventional, unusual things. 
You're often a late bloomer because i's hard to decide on a line of work. Increased solitude this year offers you 
ап opportunity to learn something important. 

Birthdate af: Ellen Burstyn, actress; Larry Bird, basketball player; Johnny Bench. baseball player. 


©З ARIES (arch 2110 
April 19): This is a won- 
депи day to study phi- 
losophy, religion, poli 
tios or any kind of profound sub- 
fect You have a dep desiro to 
learn more in order to become a 
better person. 
© research today is fabu- 
lous! You can ferret out 
information from any source. 


Nothing will escape you if you de- 
cide to go after it. 


‘TAURUS (April 20 to 
Nay 20): Your ability to 


GEMINI (May 21 to 
friends will be unusual- 


Vy intense . in addition. 
to this, you might attract people. 
who аге determined to convince 
you of something. 


CANCER (June 21 to 
July 22): Be bold about 
resenting your new 
ideas for improve 
ments on the job. You 
Know what you're talking about 
You're practical and mechanical 
Tell others what you think. 


LEO (July 23 to Aug. 
22): You might be ro- 
mántically obsessed 
about somebody today. 

You can't get this person out of 

your mind. You could fallin love 

with somebody you know or 
somebody whois a remote hero 
quite beyond your reach. 


REO (Aug. 220 
Sept. 22): Family dis- 
al cussions are powerful 


and intense today. 
Don't be talked into anything if you 
don't want to be. In turn, don't try 


DAILY CROSSWORD 


to coerce others into agreeing with 
you. Live and let live. 


ACROSS 


LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct. 


1 the night 


22): You have unusual- 


Belo." 
5 Coarse йе 


ly powerful verbal skis 
Today. You can talk any- 


9 Contuse, 


сап teach, sell, persuade, influ- 


14 Odstos ор. 
15 Vilanous 


‘ence, propagandize or cajole your 


16 Had the пеле 
17 Star of a quip 


20 Goles shouts 
21 Bishopric 


‘SCORPIO (Oct. 23to 


22 True up 

23 Fish entres 

29 Part 2 of quip 

31 Dutch 
commune 


Nov. 21): You have ex- 


way into or out of any situation. 
cellent moneymaking 
Ideas today. They are 


not at ай far-fetched. 


Don't be afraid to share them with 


32 Encourages in 
wrongdoing 


others; see what people think. 


35 Gaol tongue 
34 Pub. 


‘submissions 


SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 
to Dec. 21): You have 


a6 Ether pa ol a 
№? р 


X-ray vision today. You 


y 
зт Atendee's 


Seem to see beneath 
the surface of things. 


40 Panis fold 
43 Байоо 


(Once you've heard the truth, ev- 


ê Patol qup 
ата 
si Ba 

cy 
2 Wie Beanie 
SS Uproar 
Si Enid quo 
Si rus od. 


Medison, Wi 


11 Actress Joanne 
12 Permit to 


‘ye 
82 Winter fost 
83 Big name in 
During books 
64 Yeared 
65 Lite woo!s 
66 Genesis 
‘garden 


DOWN 
1 Skater 
Bablonia 
2 Spoke 
етаму 
3 Orate. 
wardrobe 
4 Sprrko эв Engraver’ tool 
5 RE Less 37 Towel word 
troops 38 NYC summer 
8 Sin or Lek. hs 
7 Bios sib 39 Sony rival 
8 Blood tuds 40 Having a 
9 Elementola ровейу 
юа 41 lgnied 
10 Smidgen 42 Two п пе? 


19 Light gas 
22 Wonderment 


Smp 
Fx 


By Bruce Venzko & Steve 


23 Soap mgredent 


arything else is just cheap. 


whiskey.) 
today. You want to 


‘work behind the 


scenes. Expect to discover hidden 


facts and lost tems, 

2 thing a friend says to 
you today. ҮЗ as if it 

grips you by the throat. Powerful 

people amaze you now. 


PISCES (Feb. 1910 
March 20): Do not 
cross parents, teach- 
ers, bosses or authority 


figures today. You are 
ary powerful today, but others аге 
too! 


CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 
to Jan. 19): All kinds of 
secrets or backroom 
deals might take place 


AQUARIUS (Jan. 20 to 
Feb. 18): You might be 
mesmerized by some- 


49 Colidod and 
rebounded 

44 Excess 

45 For each 

47 Browghlup 57 AAA 

48 Thesior award  suggeston 

49 Rush headlong S8. potol 

53 Trees win 69 Muse genre 
needles 60 Мае offspring 


54 Smal viper 

55 # ol Kubnck's 
‘move? 

6 Long, long ime 


DIVINE COMEDY 


ANS. 
APOCALYPTIC K 
КШ | 


MIKROKOSMOS 


PAGDATING NG NEW YEAR, 
HUWAG KANG MAG PAPUTOK: 
DELIKAPO NA, MAUSOK РА; 


PAANO МА Yune 

PANINIWALA NA PAM- 
PAALIS № MASAMANG 
ESPIRITO ANG Usok? 


BY JOMIKE TEJIDO 


E MERON DIN 
МАМАМ PANINIWALA 
МА PAG SINABIT 
ANG PICTURE Mo, 
PAMPAALIS DIN 


body into anything. You  kiko MACHINE 


сб. ир mo 
NAKAKAPIKON DN 
Taros, E "NOP 


LOVEKNOTS 


IWA, 10D- DANTE Кр VNE mene 

©ррит Mo $A уба NApuwTR / IT МИНУР, 

кё вро BO E 
НА? 2,0805. 1SUSHOT Vo? 

Mo рә HALOS Ан, { 


ed 
WINDBLOWN 
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desk organizers, 


picture frames, tables, chairs, ete. 


TAHANAN workers now use Tetra Pak carton boards for items that were made of wood before like 


Building from trash 


Text and photos by Linda B. Bolido 


HE PACKAGE that holds your milk 
or juice or tomato sauce is now also 
atable, a chair, a tray and even a key 

holder. 

Pretty soon it may even be a wall or a 
door or а cabinet in some modest home. In 
fact, a few Latin American houses have al- 
ready started substituting boards made 
from the recycled packages for plywood. 

Without fanfare, Tetra Pak, the multina- 
tional company that introduced the revolu- 
tionary lightweight and easy-to-handle car- 
tons now used to package a broad range of 
products, has started a recycling program in 
the Philippines that links up students, con- 
sumers, the handicapped and streetchildren 
while making the environment just a little less 
cluttered, 

‘The initiative draws on technology and ex- 
perience from other counties, "Care and 
Share," Tetra Pales recycling program, has two 
‘components. А collection/retrieval campaign, 
now involving 50 private schools, represents 
the “Care” рап. Students in the institutions 
are being taught to care for the environment 
by recycling Tetra Pak packages. 

Special bins 

"The campaign was launched in 2002 with 
eight schools participating. Special bins have 
been installed in schools where faculty and 
students can put the cartons. 

A stil little-known effort to get consumers 
involved in the campaign has started in the 
Makati commercial center with collection bins 
installed in a couple of supermarkets. 

The other aspect of the program, Share 
with the Less Fortunate, has provided jobs to 
former stretchildren, who became wards of 
the Tuloy sa Don Bosco shelter set up by Fr 
Rocky Evangelista. The program has also pro- 
vided new money-eaming opportunites for 
the disabled workers at the Tahanang Walang 
Hagdanan Inc, who are now tuming the 
boards made ftom Tetra Pak packages into 
items like picture frames, organizers and 
small furniture, The items havé added to the 


National. 


SLEEP Lab at the Center for Snoring and Sleep Disorders. 


list of products the institution sells to help sus- 
tain its operations. 

Tetra Palés partner in breathing new life in- 
to discarded packages—and in. providing 
gainful employment to the streetchildren—is. 
the Trans-National Paper Corporation. The 
company started as a publishing concern be- 
fore going into the paper recycling business. 

Using technology developed in Germany, 
the company bought a machine from India 
that had now been installed in its manufactur- 
ing plant in Tanza, Cavite. 

Lorenzo P Ligot of the 
Tanza plant said, when 
they agreed to team up 
with Tetra Pak in the 
campaign, all they 
asked was assurance 
that they would have 4 
enough materials to 
work with and they 
would get help in mar- 
keting the product. 


Simple technology 

The company which 
has eight Tuloy wards 
working in the Tanza 
plant at the moment, 
easily accommodated 
the recycling of used Te- 
tra Pak cartons without a 
lot of retraining involved. 
The process begins with 
the shredding of the 
packages. Shredded 
pieces are soaked in water then placed in a 
mold the size of a fulllength board before 
passing through the machine that basically 
just dies it. 

Ligot said boards from the packages con- 
tained exactly the same elements that the 
original cartons had. No chemicals were 
added in the process, making it safe for both 
workers in the plant and the end user. What 
bound the shreds together was the plastic 
that was already one of the components of 
the original package. When heated, the 
plastic melted and spread, binding the other 


Pak carton is put: 
against a wooden. 


WORKERS flatten wet Tetra Pak carton pieces before heat treatment. 


From page DI 


AMADONNA and Child image in Tetra 


‘components. 

At the Талга piant, the company has made 
boards in the standard width and length of 
plywood four by eight feec—and with dif- 
ferent thickness, too: 4 mm, 6 mm, 12 mm 
and 18mm. 

Ligot said the Habitat for Humanity had 
used the boards for the doors of some of the 
low-cost houses it was building. The company, 
оё course, would like to see the board used in 
more construction projects. 

Ligot said the material was "cheaper than 

plywood, would 

not warp and was 
resistant to ter- 
É mites.” Painting is 
also optional as 
the board retains 
{ the colors of the 

packages used 
and, in fact, comes 
out with unin- 
tended patterns. 
The board would 
also be a good 
substitute бг 
wallpaper, Ligot 
added, because it 
was vey flat 
when installed, 
eliminating the 
problem of 
bumps. 


Challenge 

In fact, the fiat- 
ness has become a challenge to Tahanan. A 
customer, who has seen its bar stool and table, 
‘wants a set but with the backrest more round- 
ed. Joy Cevallos-Garcia, Tehanan's chief exec- 
'utive officer, hoped one of Tetra Pas offices 
abroad had already come up with the technol- 
‘ogy to make that happen. 

Tahanan workers had so far tumed the 
boards into picture frames, trays, key chains, 
desk organizers and clocks, pen holders, mag- 
azine racks, tables and chairs. Garcia said she 
‘was drawn to the Tetra Pak initiative because. 
"it helped clean the environment.” Already 


to good advantage 
frame. 


‘working with metal and wood, the institution 
merely combined the recycled product with 
their raw materials. 

Products made from the boards are sold 
not just at the Tahanan gift shop but also in its 
own monthly bazaars and other events where 
it participates. 

"Tahanan also helps spread the good word 
about Tetra Pak carton recycling. Visitors can 
get a P50 souvenir kit at the gift shop that in- 
cludes a mirror whose frame is made of recy- 
ded carton board. 

from its collection, campaign, Marily 
C. Gutierrez, communications and environ- 
ment manager, said the company also orga- 
nized puppet shows in schools to spread the 
recycling message of recycling in an entertain- 
ing way "We also have videos on environ- 
ment/recycling.. (and will be distributing) а 
teachers guide...” she said. 

The company is a consistent supporter of 
the Museo Pambata, and has a Tetra Pak Craft 
Room at the museum. For several years now, 
it has co-sponsored with the museum chil- 
dren's art contests using Tetra Pak packages. 

Aside from the Philippines, Terra Pak has 
recycling programs in Germany (paper алй 
boards that are made into furniture), Chile 
(boards), Thailand (paper and boards), India 
(boards), Pakistan (boards), China (boards), 
and Italy (paper). 


Terra Pak (Philippines) Inc. is at 7/8 Net One 
Cente; Fort Bonifacio Global City, Taguig 1634, 
Metro Manila. Call 8181306, telefax 8181072. 
Trans-National Paper Cor- 
poration is at Rm. 301-302 
Jollibee Center Building, San 
Miguel Ave, Pasig City. Coll 
6334213, fax 6336789/90. 
Tahanang Walang Hag- 
danan Ine. is at 175 Aida St, 
Marick Subdivision, Сайма, 
Rizal. Call 6550055, 
6550059, 2482698, or fax 
6550812. 


Email the author at Iboli- 
do@inquirercom.ph 


Soothing contrast 


АВАК stool allows Tahanan 
workers to combine metal with 
Tetra Pak carton boards. 


Packaging giant 
Tetra Pak 

has developed 
technology that 
not only helps rid 
the environment 
ofits used 
cartons 

but also provides 
alternative low- 


cost construction 


SPECIAL bins have been installed in 
participating schools for carton collection. 


Back-up generators with four-day fuel supply 
ensure continued operation of all systems in the 
event of power interruption,” adds architect 
Dan Lichauco. 


Patient safety 

Being a public facility that is open 24 hours a 
day, seven days a week, security is of paramount 
importance. 

Closed circuit television sets can be found in 
key areas. A watchman tour system monitors 
the movement of all security personnel, ensur- 
ing proper and complete coverage. Alarms are 
also connected to doors meant for exiting the 
facility to ensure that these are nor used for un- 
controlled entry. 

In further consideration of patient safety, 
positive/negative pressure zoning was devel- 
‘oped to ensure that contaminated air exits the 
building and does not re-<irculate. 

“All operating rooms employ laminar flow 
and Hepa filtration systems that preserve the 
sterility ofthese sensitive units. In addition, Lev- 
«15 anti-bacterial paint has been used as added 
protection in all sterile areas," says Dr. Medi- 
adora Saniel, head of medical services group. 


Landscaped gardens in some areas provide а 
soothing contrast to the concrete and steel 
structure. 

‘The hues of the interiors exude tranquility. 
All patient rooms have been designed to sim 
late a home environment. Comfortable waiting 
areas are available for patients and their com- 
panions. 

Other facilities, including banks and ATMs, 
coffee shops, a convenience store, gift and flow- 
er shops, beauty salon, gym and various food 
establishments can also be found within the 
complex. 

“Our vision is to be the leader in shaping how 

оз feel, think and behave about health as 
well as how health services are accessed by and 
delivered to them,” says Dr. Bengzon. 

“We understand the role of a hospital as not 
merely attending to the needs of the sick but as 
providing for the continuum of health 
needs prevention, promotion, diagnosis and 
treatment." 

Call 6356789/ 6318626. 


Email the author at rburgosGinquir- 
ercom ph 


DR. AUGUSTO Sarmiento, chair; Dr. Alfredo 
Bengzon, president and CEO; and Dr. Mediadora 
Saniel, head, medical services group. 


CARDIAC and pulmonary rehabilitation at the 
Special Services and Diagnostic Unit 


By Dexter В. Matilla 
Contributor 


ALFREDO Майоп Jr. never felt such pres- 
sure in his life. He had just lost the first set 
of his singles match. He needed to win the 
next two for University of Santo Tomas to 
get the JVC Inter-collegiate Men's Bad- 
minton Championship. 

“I was almost losing hope and feeling 
desperate,” Mailon said. But, though the 
second set was tough, he managed to tie 
the game and force a rubber match. 
Mailon rode the momentum of his second- 
set win and pulled off a miraculous come- 
back, 


Morale booster 

Mailon, a former Milo Little Olympics 
silver medalist, said their team's victory 
gave them a better chance in the coming 
badminton tournament of the University 
Athletic Association of the Phils. (UAAP) 
as it boosted the players’ morale and in- 
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UST, La Salle win badminton championships 


spired them to strive better. 

The third-year AB Communication Arts 
student was introduced to badminton by 
his father 10 years ago. “My father told me 
to join a badminton training camp in 
Crame," Mailon said. "I liked it and I be- 
came very dedicated.” 

The recent JVC tournament was very 
inemorable for him as he "was the team's 
anchor.” Before that, the most memorable 
for him was when he became the men’s 
champion in the Millennium Palaro ng 
Bayan in General Santos City four years 
ago, winning P50,000. : 

His team's win in the recent JVC tourna- 
ment meant a trip to Boracay, P50,000, 
trophy and medals, Siemens Mobile 
Phones, JVC Digital Cameras, Gosen Rack- 
ets and Shuttlecocks, Alaska gift packs 
and Rudy Project products. 

Mailon, a national team member, said 
while he would continue playing bad- 
minton after college, his priority would be 
his career. 


Double trouble 

Sisters Paula and Therine Chan turned 
heads not only for their looks but also for 
their chemistry on the court, which was 
bad news for their opponents during the 
JVC championships. 

The sisters helped De La Salle Universi- 
iys women's badminton contingent 
breeze through the tournament, scoring a 
masterful victory over last season's UAAP 
champion, Ateneo de Manila University. 

“For me personally, parang preview na 
ito nang mangyayari sa UAAR” said Paula, 
21, DLSU's team captain of four years. 
“Our teammate Paula Obafiana had a knee. 
injury last year but now, even if she's stil 
(recovering), she played well and helped 
us win. 

Paula said their anxieties about playing 
against Ateneo vanished after Obafiana 
won the first singles match. 

The Chan sisters exuded confidence as 
they raced to a commanding 12-1 advan- 


PAULA Chan 


The recent 
JVC Inter- 


collegiate 


tournament 
may be 

a preview 
of UAAP 


action 


THERINE Chan 


tage and never looked back. DLSU's victo- 
ry earned the team a trip to Boracay 
950,000, trophy and medals, Siemens Mo- 
bile Phones, JVC Digital Cameras, Gosen 
Rackets and Shuttlecocks, Alaska gift 
packs, Lactacyd gift packs and Rudy Pro- 
ject products. 

Though they are becoming one of the 
best tandems in local amateur badminton, 

е sisters said they did not want to play 
the sport when they were younger. 

“In 1998, our dad told us to join Milo's 
badminton summer training camp," Раша 
said. “Ayaw namin nung simula kasi 
parang nakakatamad. Pero sabi ng dad 
namin, subukan lang... at kung magus- 
tuhan... ituloy namin. Luckily, madami ka- 
mi agad naging friends and nag-enjoy na 
kami maglaro.” 

The sisters play during weekends and 
enroll in the camp in the summer, playing 
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everyday that the admi 
them to start teaching. 

he sisters then joined the first bad- 
minton tournament organized by JVC. 
They won their first game but lost against 
theiraunt. 

But they got better, even helping DLSU 
to win the UAAP women's badminton title 
in 2002. 

Paula said it helped that she and her sis- 
ter were always together. 


istrators asked 


Teamwork 

“May advantage kami kasi nakakapag- 
practice kami every day,” she said. “Kahit 
papaano may teamwork kami. Kaya namin 
makiramdam sa isa't-isa. Alam па namin 
kung saan kami pupunta.” 

How can people tell who's who when 
they are on the court? "Mapapansin sa way 
ng paglalaro namin,” Paula said. "Kung 
sino iyong palaging nasa harapan, ako na 
iyon. More on strategy kasi ako. Si Therine 
naman, more ofa powerplayer." 

And who's better? Therine said there 
was no comparison. “Magaling si Paula 
mag-set up tapos ako ang taga-smash 
Aside from that, magaling din siya sa drop 
shots, cross-courts, at sa pag-push ng bo- 
lo." 

Paula said communication was impor- 
tant in any team sport. “Minsan humihina 
kami Кара hindi kami nagkakasundo ni 
Therine,” she said. "Even during a game, 
tahimik lang kami, hindi kami mag- 
limikan. So it's important that you com- 
municate with your partner." 

The sisters said passion was what fueled 
people to excel in any field. 

“Kasi kahit sabihin na natin na mahirap 
kang turuan о matututo, kung passionate 
ka, gagawa ka ng paraan,” said Paula. 

Чуоп ang magpu-push sa iyo na i-prove 
ang sarili mo,” Therine added. 

After college, Paula, a Legal Manage- 
ment major, and Therine, who's taking up 
Advertising Management, said they want 
to start their own businesses. 


‘According to the World Health Organization (WHO), water-borne diseases lake the lives of ann 
at least 3.4 million people each year, making them collectively more lethal than AIDS.* ze 
For pure and safe drinking water, trust Wilkins. It contains no bacteria, no parasites, № 
no life threatening diseases, nothing but pure and safe distilled drinking water. 


«rl Heal Organization "tor and Suntatos? Facts and ques (a3 of August 28, 2002) 


NOTHING BUT PURE AND SAFE 
DISTILLED DRINKING WATER. 
For Inquiries and 5-Gallon Deliveries CALL CUSTOMER CARE HOTLINE 689-9111 + 
Provincial Toll-Free 1-800-10-689-9111 * Text messaging (0917) 689-9111 * Visit www.wilkins.com.ph 


JVC Phil. General Manager Kazue Salud (standing, left) with organizers and the De La Salle. 


Wilkins ls a registered trademark of The Coca-Cola Company. © 2004 The Coca-Cola Company team, women's inter-collegiate champion 
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| «obssessive-compulsive 


HARD to believe this pretty woman screams when the house is dirty. 


By Bayani S. San Diego Jr. 
Contributor 


"TM _OBSSESSIVE-COMPULSIVE!” 
Dawn Zulueta feigns horror. 

‘A longtime friend, photographer 
Raymond Isaac, agrees. "She has al- 
ways been organized, but after get- 
ting married and moving to Davao, 
she became OC. She says life in Davao 
is so laid-back, she has to constantly 
find things todo.” 

Dawn owns up. "Ies so easy to get 
bored there. That's why keep myself 
busy” 

The semi-retired actress, a certified 
busybody, is not complaining. Run- 
ning her household like a tight ship, 
she might be called a domestic diva. 

‘Anton Lagdameo, her husband of 
seven years, is perplexed, to put 
mildly "Actually" Dawn laughs, ч 
afraid Tm bordering on crazy. Thats 
because I even arrange the CDs in al- 
phabetical order!” 


‘Amateur designer 

She has always been a stickler for 
order, that’s for sure. “I am such а 
neat freak" she says, "when it 
comes to my schedules ... even my 
things, my shoes. I cannot stand 
dust. It can get so embarrassing. 
You'll hear me scream if the house 
isnot clean.” 

The furniture and décor in the 
house are constantly being moved 
around. It must be the amateur interi- 
ог designer in her. "So I hired 
boys instead of housemaids 
says. "Houseboys are stronger, quick- 
ex. They're not sluggish.” 

Marketing chores she usually. 
leaves in the hands of her trusted 
driver, although when she has to, she 
doesn't mind doing it herself 

She explains: “One great th 
about living in Davao—everythings 
fresh! 

Fruits, vegetables, seafood .. and 
since there is no traffie, you can buy 
all the ingredients that you need on 


Dawn Zulueta 


admits she’s a 
neat freak who 
arranges 

even the CDs 
alphabetically 


the day itself. 1 don't like storing food 
in the freezer for too long.” 


Advocacy work 

Outside of her squeaky-clean 
home, Dawn occupies herself with 
advocacy work to help such groups as 
Violence Against Women, Batalunan 
Crisis Center, and Davao Beautiful 
Foundation. 

“These are the causes 1 believe in," 
she says. "My Tita Margle Moran- 
Floirendo [married to Anton's uncle] 
invited me to join DBE” 

She is planning to become more ac- 
tive in other groups like Bantay Bata 
and Habitat. On top of this, she Ваз 
found time to write fora glossy maga- 
zine about events in Davao. She also 
participates in the province's annual 
holiday bazaars, hawking everything, 
from home-baked cookies to aro- 
matherapy soap and beaded Christ- 
mas trees. 

Volunteer work keeps her “ground- 
ed, she admits. “It makes me realize 
how blessed 1 am. Yes, I give of my- 
self, but m the one who gets more 
out of every encounter. 1 am remind- 
ей to stop complaining about petty 
things because some people are just 
coping and surviving and they have 
bigger, more serious problems. Some- 
times all it takes to make them smile 
is for me to pose for a snapshot with 


them, or to chat with them—just a lit- 
tle of my time." 


Go-signal 

But show biz calls again and again. 
‘There have been offers to do another 
movie after her comeback project, 
“Filipinas.” And recently, she accept- 
ed a role in the GMA-7 teleserye "For- 
ever in My Heart," forming a love tri 
angle with Richard Gomez and 
Regine Velasquez. She is also hosting 
"ABCinema" on ABC-5, which show- 
cases award-winning Asian films. 

She knows exactly when to do 
whatever it is she sets her heart on: 
When the right project, for the right 
reason, comes along. "I wish we could 
develop shows and movies that re- 
mind us of our roots, our history, our 
values, our strengths as a people," she 
says. 

She is appalled at the sensational 
goings-on in local Showtown. 
"Things are really different now,” she 
sighs. “Tm so not used to it. I get 
shocked. Everything is in-your-face. 
All the scandals, all the family feuds 
we see on TV 1 can’t stand it. Whenev- 
er I come across something like that 
on television, I switch channels or just 
watch cable." 


Maybea sitcom 

Needless to say, Dawn is not about. 
to jeopardize her life of serenity just 
to get work, even if the lure of the 
spotlight is proving to be irresistible. 
"i feel chat 1 still have a lot of creativi- 
ty waiting to be expressed,” she says. 
She even wants to пу singing; she has 
an entire cabaret actin mind. 

She's even eager to try comedy, for 
а change. “Td love to do a sitcom like 
‘Will & Grace,” she says excitedly. 
“Take that character Grace. She is so 
whole, multidimensional. You see 
her quirks, er idiosyncracies, her nu- 
ances, And still you love her.” 

The same might be said of 
Dawn—OC, quirky, intractable, com- 
plex. And still she is loved. 


Nanette AC not-so-impossible mission 


ТЕМ years of staying power in the entertain- 
ment Industry is already a milestone. But 21 
years? 

Nanette Inventor, still "Doña Buding” to 
many, is easily recognizable by any Filipino 
who spots her anywhere. And why 
wouldn't she be, when, for the past two 
decades (at least 12 years with Manila Gen- 
esis Entertainment), this intelligent, funny 
and musical genius has brought life, love 
and laughter to her countrymen via TV, 
films, concerts and corporate shows? 


Ateacher 

Unknown to many, Nanette is also a 
teacher, and comes from a long line of edu- 
cators. Her late grandfather was a Sunday 
school teacher, an aunt is still the Dean of 
Mary Johnston's College, her mom was a 
teacher, her sister was a teacher of Asian 
Studies at the University of the Philippines, 
and some of her nieces are also teachers. 

"Not to say that | am educated,” she 
laughs. "But honestly, if 1 were not an en- 
tertainer, | would continue the teaching 
legacy. Being both a teacher and an enter- 
tainer, 1 am the one that gets the learnings 
really. love traveling and my work not on- 


She has done almost 
everything a Filipino 
entertainer can do, 
including her favorite 
engagement, performing 


for overseas workers 


ly allows me to learn new culture and 
widen my horizon; it also keeps 
track with my set mission in ife. 

On the global side of show biz, Nanette is 
one of the few artists in the country con- 
stantly sought after to do shows abroad. 
Nowadays she's seen as semi-regular on 
the GMA-7's “Joyride” as “Starstruck” sur- 
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vivor Rainier's lovable lola, and reprising 
her “Tita Munding" character in “HBO, 
Hanap Buhay Overseas” оп Saturdays. 

The latter fits her sentiments toa T. 


Secret of success 

A well-traveled, well-rounded individu- 
al (no pun intended), Nanette says it's al- 
ways been part of her “mission” to be “a 
channel of entertainment for Overseas Fil- 
ipino Workers.” 

When asked what she attributes her suc- 
cess to, she readily replies, "L 
sion for my craft. (Plus) 
simply because I know 1 owe everything 
and leave everything up to God." 

Nanette just wound up a concert tour of 
Amsterdam, Switzerland, London, Rome, 

ith Geneva Cruz and the Apo 

Hiking Society. Plans are afoot for a second 
leg of the concert, in the US and Canada. 

‘What more could Nanette ask for? Well, 
maybe a concert with the Philharmonic Or- 
chestra. Nanette understands why people 
tend to see her only as a "funny lady who 
сап sing." But she truly hopes to be recog- 
nized, too, as a singer who just happens to 
be "seriously funny.” 


АКА. Dona Buding: "I'ma teacher, too, you know.” 
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@ seed of Chucky 
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Movies are subject to change without prior notice. 
Customer Service Hotline: 886-7516 
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AUBREY Miles ` 
and Maricar de Mesa 


IT WAS a star-stud- 
ded double celebra- 
tion for Global Pub- 
lishing and Enter- 
tainment Corp. as it 
celebrated S Maga- 
zine's third anniver- 
saryand launched In- 
side Showbiz at 
Metro Concert Bar on 
West Avenue, Que- 
zon City. 

Big names in local 
entertainment. gath- 
ered for the event 
with media people, 
sponsor, adveris- 
ers, dealers and dis- 
tributors. 

The night sparkled 
with songs, fim and 
dancing. The per- 
formers were: True 
Faith, Luke Mejares, 
Kyla, Christian Bautis- 
ta, Rachelle Ann Go, 
Mark Bautista, Josh 
Santana, Raymond 
Manalo, Roxie, Maris- 
sa Sanchez, Ynez Ven- 
eracion, Aubrey Miles; 
Maricar de Mesa, К 
and the Boxers, Sex- 
bomb Dancers, Mas- 
culados, KeEKaAYZ, 
Janelle’ James, Jen- 
mifer Ventura, Bom 
Diva finalists, Abra- 
cadabra, Fat 4, Sth 
Gear and Velocity. 

^ highlight of the 
party was a fashion 
show featuring the 
holiday collection of 
designer Gener 
Gozum. The program 
was emceed by Ju- 
liana Palermo, Troy 
Montero, Iza Calza- 
do, Dominic Ochoa 
and Drew Arellano. 

Spotted меге 
celebrities Rudy Fer- 
nandez, Marice] Sori- 
ano, Pops Fernandez, 
Tirso Cruz Ш, Rep. 
Mikey Arroyo, Ding- 
dong Avanzado, Jes 
sa Zaragoza, Joyce 
Jimenez, Albert Mar- 
tinez, Ап ш de 
Leon, Beth Tamayo, 
Alfred Vergas, Gladys 
Reyes, Krista Ranillo, 
Roselle Nava, Girlie 
Sevilla 

Divo, JE Sison, 
Maui David, Nino 
Alejandro, Allen Di- 
zon, Annabel Rama, 
Eva Eugenio, Sugar- 
free, Ramona Revilla, 
Pom G, Kris Mar- 
tinez, Jams Vergara, 
FLT Films’ Rose 
Flaminiano, Univer- 
sal Records’ Bella 
Tan, OctoArts’ Orly 
Пасай, Violet Sevilla, 
Maryo J. delos Reyes, 
and talent managers 
Manny Valera and 
Wyngard Tracy. 

S Magazine isa full- 
color glossy entertain- 
ment and _ lifestyle 
magazine, with enter- 
tainment writer and 
PR pracütioner Aser 
A. Amoyo as manag- 
ing director and pub- 
disher, It comes out 
monthly, and is circu- 
lated in the Philip- 
pines, Japan, Hong 
Kong, the United 
States, Europe, the 
Middle East, Taiwan, 
Korea, — Singapore, 
Guam, Australia, 
Thailand and Canada. 

Inside Showbiz is 
also a monthly, full- 
color glossy maga- 
zine. 
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focus on docus 


STARTING today up till 
Dec. 10 at the University of 
the Philippines’ Film Insti- 
tute: a focus on documen- 
taries, in line with the cele- 
bration of Human Rights 
Month. 

Opening füms include 
Michael Moore's "Fahrenheit 
9/11." The complete sched- 
ule follows: 

Dec. 7 “Ang Kalye ni Aling 
Jeth/Panata/Tunay па 
Buhay,” 2 p.m.; “Between the 
Cracks: Voices of the Philip 


This Neverland 
is not a winner 


LOS ANGELES—Police and investigators 
probing child molestation charges against su- 
perstar Michael Jackson on Friday launched a 
fresh search on his famed Neverland Ranch, 
detectives said. 

The reason for the latest search warrant 
was not immediately cleat. An initial swoop 
оп the sprawling, estate in California took 
place just over а уеаг ago and resulted in 
Jackson's arrest. 

‘The “King of Pop” was not present at the 
ranch, named after the home of the eternally 
youthful children's literary character Peter 
Pan, when police swooped, Jackson's en- 
tourage told AFP. 

‘The raid is one of a number of searches that 
have been carried out on various locations 
linked to Jackson since he was arrested on 
Nov. 20 last year. 

Jackson tumed himself in two days after 
the initial Nov. 18, 2003 swoop on his rural 
estate and was later charged with having mo. 
lested a 12-year-old boy at Neverland in 
February and March of last year. 

Jackson has pleaded not guilty to a 10- 
count indictment that accused him child 
abuse, plying the boy with alcohol ro seduce 
him and with counts of conspiring to kidnap 
and illegally imprison the youth and his fami- 
ly. 

Jury selection in the celebrity trial was due 
to begin in Santa Maria, south of Neverland, 
on Jan. 31, The star remains free on three mil- 
lion dollars bail. 
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pine Informal Sector,” 4 p.m. 
“Fahrenheit 9/11," 6 p.m. 
Dec 8 "The Wonderful, 
Horrible Life of Leni Riefen- 
stahl,” 2 pam. “Imelda,” 6 


“Bunso (The Youngest),” 4 
and 7 p.m. 

The UP Film Institute is 
the only institution in the 
country that offers a full de- 


pm. 
Dec 9 Clodualdo del Mun- 
“Maid in Singapore,” 2 - 
pa. "UP Not for Sale" "Mula y iS». 
3rd Avenue Hanggang sa Du- lay? 
On Potok,” 4 
pun. "Alingawngaw ng mga 
Punglo"/'Silang Anak Ninyo 
Rin at Kasama,” 6 p.m. 
рес 10Ditsi 


films free from censorship 
and programmed with the 
highest curatorial considera- 
tions. For details, call 926- 
3640, or e-mail upfilmin: 
tute@hotmail.com. 
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By Oliver M. Pulumbarit 
Contributor 


HEN “Mr. Acoustic” Paolo 
Santos started his singing 
career, fame and fortune 


were the farthest things from his 
mind-No, he had a most uncommon 
motivation for performing back 
then: free beer. The 29-year-old nev- 
er had any formal music training. A 
former yuppie, he left the corporate 
world happily when he felt he was 
connecting with people with his 
brand of music. 

“1 was drinking with my barkada 
from the office,” relates the lanky mu- 
sician. "One of them said, 'Marunong 
ka palang kumanta (So you know 
how to sing)! f have a friend who 
‘owns a bar. If you play there, we can 
get free drinks!” 

The singer-songwriter claims һе 
is just a regular person who loves 
performing. Paolo was one of last 
years most recognized guitar- 
wielding troubadours who made a 
mark in the music industry. Yet the 
show biz aspect of the job unsettles 
him still 


Hates makeup 

“1 have not gotten used to pi 
als. I hate the makeup. I just like play- 
ing live—iť’s absolutely one of the 
best things on earth forme.” 

Paolo's covers of Stevie Wonder's 


Paolo Santos 
never expected 
fame and fortune 
when he started 
singing 


jed” and PM's “Moonlight 
Over Paris" have resounded nicely 
with new listeners. He has actually 
gotten feedback from an original 
antist he borrowed a tune from: “I 
did ‘Sunlight by folk artist Michael 
Tomlinson. He e-mailed me and 
congratulated me, saying he was re- 
ally flattered. 1 just assured him 
that all the royalties would be 
paid.” 

ut he feels that doing his own ren- 
ditions of previously released songs 
definitely has its limits. "Rap is out of 
the question,” he says, smiling. 

His love for music began when he 
was a boy, as his father’s affinity for 
audible gems rubbed off on him. “Dad 
ko kasi maraming vinyl records sa ba- 
hay (My dad has a lot of vinyl records 
at home). He encouraged me to listen 
to the Beatles and James Taylor. 1 
loved it, and got used to listening to 
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really old music,” he says. 


Economics degree 

Before the stage beckoned, Paolo 
recounts, he was going in an entirely * 
different direction. “I have an Eco- 
nomics degree from De La Salle Uni- 
versity. I wanted to work for the Unit- 
ed Nations. I went to Geneva for fur- 
ther studies. 1 was 22 back then.” 

"The lure of music proved too strong 
to resist. Fortunately it resulted in ac- 
daim and commercial success. 

His second album, released last 
month, contains all-original material. 
This allowed him to fully exercise his 
creative muscles, he says happily. 

In only over a year, he has learned 
one significant truth about the music 
business. “There's always compromise, 
whether you like it or not. There's а 
need to satisfy your audience; that’s the 
‘whole point. But there's a need to satis- 
fy yourself, too, and the record produc- 
ers. How an artist balances these deter- 
mines his survival in the industry. Now, 
at least, record companies trust artists, 
and don't dictate too much 

Paolo admits that having a wide 
range of listeners makes him extreme- 
ly grateful and, well, overjoyed. Some- 
times its daunting, he says, consider- 
ing that onstage, his words can be 
highly influential. "Tm sharing a big 
chunk of myself with kids, sometimes 
people in their 50s. Kuha naman ni- 
lang lahat (But they all get it)” 


Striking while 
the iron is hot 


By Remy Umerez 
Contributor 


ANGEL Locsin is one busy gil. 


She appears in movies and on 
television, endorses beauty-care 
products, and does out-of-town 
shows which are plenty during 


the Christmas season. 

But she is only 19. Why is 
she working so hard? 

“Just striking while the 
iron is hot,” Angel says, 
smiling. “I have bills to pay. 

1 recently bought a condo 
unit and a brand-new car. 
The condo is my sanctu- 
ary. The car is a necessi- 
ty, and I hope I can soon 
drive it myself. I have a 
driver and a maid. But] 
enjoy what I'm doing, 
so it's okay’ 

She tapes "Mulaw- 
in" three times a week. 
Her closeness with teen 
actor Richard Gutierrez has 
delighted many fans who con- 
sider them the love team to beat. 


Friends, lovers 


н 


"They say we have chemistry, 


Angel muses. “Beyond that, 1 can- 
not tell. He is a dear friend, caring 
and solicitous. We can read each 
other's mind. But love? My main 
priority is my career. But the fans 
like Richard very much. 1 like 
him a lot, too, because he is a 
gentleman." 

From the winged charac- 
ters they play in "Mulawin," 
Richard and Angel are now 
саз on the big screen as lovers 
in the horror thriller, “Sigaw” 

“1 play his extremely jealous 
girlfriend,” Angel says. "iza Cal- 
zado asks for Richard's help in 
the movie, and I go mad. 1 fight 
with him all the time, until eerie 
things start happening to me. I 
was drawn to the movie because I 
know that director Yam Laranas 
is good. Isaw the movie he direct- 
ed with Richard Gomez and 
Regine Velasquez.” 


Christmas wish 

‘Angel is about to shoot another 
movie, “Let The Love Begin,” 
which marks the return of GMA 7 
to movie production. This one has 
a Valentine 2005 play date, and to 
ensure double bankability, it also 
has the love team of Mark Herras 
and Jennylyn Mercado, according 
to Wilma Galvante, senior vice 
president for entertainment. 


ANGEL Locsin 


Sleep—tots and lots of itis 
Angel's wish for this Christmas. 
Also, she wants to be able to en- 
roll next year in a course on 
Criminology. She explains: “1 
watched "Ms. Congeniality’ and 
fell in love with the role played 
by Sandra Bullock, a female FBI 
agent disguised as a beauty can- 
didate.” 

“Sigaw” is Angels fourth 
movie and her first horror ple- 
ture. She appeared previously in 
“Mano Po 2,” “Kuya,” and "Sin- 
gles." She started our earlier as a 
model, then Joined the cast of 
“Click,” GMAS youth-oriented 
show. 
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Fitch spares Illegal logging Senatorshuntfor Tour Pilipinas Salot ng illegal logging, Cow 
makeover RP from rating area found in GMA'sP665-M bans Tanguilig, bakit hindi masugpo? Чу ТУ 


тарїс downgrade Quezon park intel funds Reynante,etal. wina 21"TV. Text 2910, watchINQ TVI 


‘Defective’ PMA topnotcher Lee ў Sm 7 TÎ High fuel, power rates 
not useless, may be ‘repaired’ ye dd P 3 35 e push inflation rate to 7.696 


(бака Factory) ВУ Fe Zamora By Michelle V. Remo, Christine О, 


DEFECT YAN! } IF HE were a kitchen appliance, f 1 Avendaño and Doris C. Dumlao 
LOY aE а) THE SHARP rise in the cost of electricity and 
home in disgrace for alleged RE pushed inflation in November to its 
shoplifting at Fort Benning in ive-year high of 7.6 percent, the National 
fS ED s, 


Г Statistics Office reported yesterday. 
ОИ BALANC FEARLESS VIEWS Consumer prices are expected to further 
И ие нанда 
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Poll shames solons on 


54 percent 
of Pinoys 
want fund 
reduced 


CONTRARY to the claims of 
members of the House of 
Representatives, most Fil- 
ipinos are against the 
graft-ridden pork barrel, re- 
sults of a survey conducted 
by a private polling firm 
showed. 

Pulse Asia Inc. said yesterday 
that 84 percent of Filipinos were 
in favor of either cutting or abol- 
ishing the pork barrel, officially 
called the Priority Development 
Assistance Fund (PDAF). 

“Fifty-four percent say the pork 
barrel funds should be merely re- 
duced and not totally eliminated, 
while 30 percent think that pork 
barrel should be removed,” Pulse 
Asia research fellow Emmanuel 
de Dios said in a statement. Only 
16 percent favored retaining the 
pork ac its current level. 

De Dios noted that opposition to 
the pork bamel was most pro- 
nounced in Metro Manila, where 46 
percent called for its elimination, 

The survey—which covered 
1,200 respondents nation- 
wide—was conducted from Oct. 
22 to Nov. 6. 


“The majority call for merely G t ll ] Я И t Í d 1 d 
нение (OV t NOW allows logging in privately owned tan S 
inating the pork barrel appears to 
be a pragmatic compromise that : 
takes into account wo opinions: By Volt Contreras What was initially reported as only to logging operations in pub- exactly jibes with our advoca- plantations to harvest and eu.” 
on the one hand, there is preva- President Macapagal-Arroyo's lic forest lands, including areas cy—that those who plant [trees] But regional and provincial 
Кг рыл that a pood бей of THREE days after Malacañang suspension of all logging activi- managed bystate-sanctioned log- in private plantations will be al- forestry officials are also required 
е ортоп ага ато comup. suspended all logging activities ties Was in effect, relaxed, бее. ging concessionaires as well as lowed to transport heir harvest. to check whether the intended 
tion, buton the other hand, there following the killer floods and ing commercial operations in pri- patches abused by illegal loggers. But in all the rest [of the areas], timber harvests are actually with- 
БЫ widespread belief that it landslides in Luzon, the Depart- vately owned lands that, accord- "Environment Secretary al movements should stop,” De- in private plantations before they 
is a legislators duty to deliver ment of Environment and Natu- ing to the DENR, account for Michael Defensor issued this fensor said, adding: issue permits to cut or transport, 
rect and programs to hiseon. Tal Resources. yesterday ал. around 2 million hectares (or 28. “clarification” in a pres confer. "T immediately called up the Defensor said 
stituents,” said De Dios. nounced that the mass cutting percent) of the Philippines’ cur- ence yesterday following a meet- [local DENR officials] concerned. Asked why, after issuing a blan- 
‘Verioussectors have been seek- and transport of timber in “pric rent forest cover. ing with Ms Arroyo, and I told them that I'm issuing ket suspension order Mala- 
soluan vate plantations" could continue. The suspension now applies “The President said—and this ап order to allow the private covas 


DSWD clean наи". i 11TH-HOUR JOURNEY 
out of funds „ Community-based forest 


for relief P ; management last option 
operations By Sylvia L. Mayuga that historic awakening in the 


Contributor 795, mountaineering, soeur 
ing, diving, kayaking and bird- 
Castel ewo part) watching have grown apace with 
MOST Filipinos have never seen, the environmental vpn 
= j $ А ? loved or lived ina forest, Strange, Their costs are prohibitive for the 
Ei даны iud : when from it come water, оху. general run of Filipinos, but from 
fe ihe mind of Comeon “Dinky: : gen, medicine, timber and food. those who can pursue them have 
ГЕ инсон Bre social бике І buffers human habitations emerged passionate conserva- 
secretary told the Senate she was Ач * from typhoons and protects them  tionists worth their weight in 
running out of funds and needed [ык ý from floods, meanwhile provid- gold. 
upto P70 million more to sustain А ing а sense of well-being only ^ Governmenthasbeen largely a 
relief operations. j God's breath in Nature can give, clueless parent before this youth- 
ыйлар aid tht vo condnue Dei { * Aer close to four centuries as а ful surge, another hard reality 
Termes Die tela of LEARN Àj \ colony and decades of exchang- named in the conference, Besides 
still homeless or displaced, her Ж.) ing a young republic's life sources eminent corruptibility, our De- 
department needed "between 50 ыы for the pittance of cash, а merci partment of Environment and 
1670 milion pesos For rellefoper- A WS less deadline is upon us. — Natural Resources (DENR) has 
а z à Y SASRA “First to sniff this deadline in been formally trained for ex- 
ions ver Senate finance сот. THE HAPPY packer: This nun is unfazed by the endless work of repacking goodies at a Camp Aguinaldo ће wind were scientists, artists, ploitation, по, conservarion, of 
miter chair Manuel Villar said Warehouse for distribution to typhoon victims. wuurPWqugge visionaries and the young. Since COMMUNITY-BASED A4 
phat Congress was helpless od yoo а ч 
locate additional money at this Е 1 9 d d J d d h t tta k 
time and recommended Soliman 
бе айко sin АЛО among ead in Jeddah terror апас 
presidential discretionary fund. 

Which would be of big help to By T] Burgonio inthe Middle East since American ly guarded US diplomatic mission, a Western diplomatic mission in ed in the broad daylight attack told 
typhoon victims like fspedero and Christine O, Avendaño  troopsinvaded Iraq last yea. triggering a gun battle with Saudi Saudi Arabia and first major Reuters that the militants had tried 
who had nothing left but the Described by a Philippine offi- security forces. strike in six months by militants to use them as human shields. 
clothes she was wearing, ROMEO dela Rosa, 44, from Топ. cial as an “all-around maintenance The Saudi wing of al-Qaida bent on overthrowing the ruling — "We have identified his body. 

Her home and everything she do, had been working at the US man” at the consulate, De la Rosa claimed responsibility for the family and driving Westerners We just came from the morgue 20 
owned was buried under a sea of consulate in Jeddah, Saudi Ara- was among 9 people killed when brazen attack that showed it still from the birthplace af Islam. — — minures ago,” Philippine Ambas- 
mud in General Nakar, one of the bia, for 12 years. miltams, lobbing explosives and posed а threat to the world’s top The circumstances of De la sador Behnarim Guinomla said 
towns in Quezon province devas- Оп Monday, he took a bulletin claiming to have links to the al- ой exporter. Rosa's death were unclear but onradio yesterday, 

psWD/ azi the head, the ninth Filipino to die Qaida network, stormed the heavi- The attack was the first against some of the consulate staff wound- FIUPINOA20 
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New Nida witness a ‘breakthrough’ 
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By Philip C. Tubeza partment of Justice later this ing of a second extradition petition 
+ ‘week or early next week. against Strunk, the principal accused 
ISSIBLE new witness in the “| want to talk to her personal- who has fled to the United States. 


brutal murder of Nida Blanca saw ly... Iwill cross-examine her to test Blanca (Dorothy Jones in real 
the actress’ husband Rod Lawrence her credibility,” Gonzalez said. life) was found stabbed dead inside 


chimed she saw Strunk and anoth- Не said a “go-between” came City Regional Court. 


Strunk putthe“unconscious" Blan- Не added that the witness was her car at the Atlanta Center build- 
ciinside her car, Justice Secretary new and he would have to talk to ing in San Juan on Nox. 7,2001. 
РЗШ Gonzalez said yesterday. her first before turning her over The government has charged 
onzalez said in а press confer- to the police and the National Bu- Strunk and Philip Medel Jr. for 
ерсе that the possible witness reau of Investigation. Blanca's murder before the Pasig 


efpersontransferBlancafromavan to his office and informed him Gonzalez said he had ordered 
dto her саг, a Nissan Sentra, before about a woman who was willing prosecutors to review evidence in = s 
‘she was found dead in the vehicle, 00 тойу Hower the witness the case and told them to BY Michael Lim Ubac 
"This could really be a break- was confined in the hospital, thus strengthen it further. р ۹ й 
‘Brough. If what she is saying is postponing her trip to the DOJ. He said that although the gov- UNDER which shell is Presi- 
„ she will be a strong witness,” Gonzalez earlier admitted that ernment only had circumstantial dent ^ Macapagal-Arroyo 
the justice secretary said yesterday. government evidence in the murder evidence it could stil get a convie- hiding her pork barrel? 
He added that the witness was case was only circumstantial and tion if the evidence were presented Ar the Senate hearing yester- 
expected to appear before the De- that this would further delay the fil- convincingly before the Pasig court. day on the proposed P2.3-bil- 


@ CONSUMER & OIL PRICE WATCH 


Private Sector 


A Message to Our Consumers - Part 3 


Thank you for your support 
& understanding 


We thank you for understanding our support for increases in the prices of basic services to 
reflect their true cost. And our stand to have new revenue measures to prevent а fiscal crisis 
and, thus, prevent а situation like Argentina's. 

The pain is ours too - to see consumers bear the additional increases at a time when they 
can hardly make both ends meet. 


ON THE ISSUE OF PRICES OF BASIC COMMODITIES 


* We thank the President for assigning Vice President Noli de Castro to lead the campaign 
to keep prices of basic commodities at reasonable levels during the Christmas holidays 
when prices normally rise, even without the aggravating effect of the recent series of 
typhoons. 

* It is refreshing to see a ranking public official take a hands-on look at price increases and 
see what can be done to make them reasonable and for this purpose communicate to the 
public the steps taken by the government and the private sector in the National Price 
Coordinating Council. 


ON THE ISSUE OF COMPUTING OIL PRICES 


* There definitely will be a rollback in the prices of gasoline and possibly diesel, as world 
crude prices have dropped in November compared to October by $2.67 for Dubai crude, 
by $2.28 for MOPS gasoline and by $1.70 for diesel. 

* Since diesel is subsidized by gasoline pricing, we will have to determine first the final 
under-recovery of diesel. 

+ The СОРМ is meeting with the Senior Officials of Petron, Shell, Caltex, Total and the New 
Players to reconcile once and for all the disparities in the manner oil price 
increases/decreases are computed as well as the under and over recoveries In oll prices 
from January to November 2004. 

* OVERALL, THE GOOD NEWS IS THAT OIL PRICES MAY GO DOWN DURING DECEMBER 
ТО MARCH 2005 since demand for heating oll will be lower than earller feared because 
of an expected mild winter in the US and Europe as reflected in a one-day steep drop of 
Dubai crude by $2.65 amid panic-selling by brokers. 


We commit to the public and the consumers to demand full transparency in all 
existing government contracts and projects to prevent a repetition of the sins 
of the past. 


ON THE ISSUE OF NAPOCOR 


* Napocor required a power rate increase of P1.87 per kilowatt hour (kwh) to attain a return 
on rate base of 8%. However, the Energy Regulatory Commission (ERC) granted 98 
centavos, leaving a balance of 89 centavos. 

* This resulted in a loss of P8 billion from October to December 2004. Please note, however, 
that the longer the remaining rate increase is delayed, the more consumers will have to 
pay later on. 

* The COPW spoke with ERC Chairman Rodolfo Albano on Napocor's second rate Increase. 
He told us he will hold a final public hearing on December 16th after which ERC will 
decide on the merits of the Napocor rate increase. 


EXPECTED BENEFITS FOR CONSUMERS 
* Napocor's US $200-B debt, including interest, will be shouldered by the government. 


Therefore, the debt and interest will NO longer be included in Napocor's rate increase 
petition. Nor will it be reflected in our electricity bills. 


+ The COPW will determine from PSALM the expected profits from the sale of Napocor's 
power generating plants and the yearly Income from the sale of the Natlonal Transmission 
Corporation (TRANSCO) to the private sector. 


+ We need to get this information for us to find out Just when Napocor's debts would be 
fully pald and when PSALM, a government agency, would distribute the profits to the 
public in terms of lower electricity rates to consumers. 


As we celebrate Christmas and welcome the New Year, let's be optimistic, though 
cautiously, that things will turn out for the better. However, it Is always best to prepare 
for the worst. 


A public service message of: 2 
— 


RAUL Т. CONCEPZION 
Chairman 


Text your comments to Hotline 0917-8103363 
or call Direct Line 844-8785; Fax: 818-6203 
E-mail: rtc@cil.com.ph 
To better serve the public, this ad appears in major newspapers and tabloids. 


lion budget for the Office of the 
President for 2005, administra- 
tion Senators Manuel Villar and 
Rodolfo Biazon were surprised 
to learn the outlay did not con- 
tain an allocation for the Presi- 
dent's intelligence fund. 

Baffled by the glaring omis- 
sion, Villar, chair of the Senate 
finance committee, and Biazon, 
chair of the congressional over- 
sight committee on intelligence 
funds, demanded answers from 
Executive Secretary Eduardo 
Ermita. 

Villar told Ermita and his se- 
nior and deputy secretaries who 
were at the hearing that the OP's 
intelligence fund had always 
been separately funded by 
Congress “forall to see." 

“I cannot locate any informa- 
tion on the intel funds,” Biazon 
said. 

Ermita himself was taken 
aback by Biazon's statement. 

After making some queries of 
his staff, he then admitted that 
about P665 million had been 
earmarked for the Presidents 
intelligence fund, but this was 
included under Maintenance 
and Other Operating Expenses, 
or MOOE, in the OP budget, 
specifically under "confidential, 
intelligence, extra and miscella- 
neous expenses." 

Ermita said the categorization 
was done by the Department of 
Budget and Management. 

Biazon reminded Ermita the 
usual practice was to treat the 
intelligence fund аз separate 
and distinct in the national bud- 
get. He said the process of liqui- 
dating MOOEs was different 
from that for intelligence funds 
and miscellaneous expenses. 

“1 have been fighting for [50] 
long to increase the intel funds 
of the AFP (Armed Forces of the 
Philippines) and the PNP 
(Philippine National Police) be- 
cause they are at the forefront of 
security for the country. I raise a 
question why the military, the 
whole AFR will only have P72 
million in intel funds and the 
PNP only a little over P100 mil- 
lion, and here we have the ОР 
[with] P665 million?" Biazon 
said. 

But Ermita justified the 
amount by saying that aboüt 
P500 million would be used for 
the operations of the Presidential 
Anti-Organized Crime Commis- 
sion and only P150 million would 
be retained by the OP. 


He said the President, being 
the commander-in-chief of the 
Armed Forces, could allocate por- 
tions of her intelligence fund to 
agencies concerned. 

But Biazon stressed that agen- 
cies charged with securing the 
country "must have a free hand" 
in accessing the budget. 

Biazon then told Ermita that, 
as he had done during the Estra- 
da administration—which was 
given Р500 million in intelligence. 
funds—he would suggest in ple- 
mary amending the OP's budget 
proposal, "meaning give the secu- 
rity agencies the funds that 
(they) need.” 

The senator estimated that the 
total confidential, intelligence, 
extraordinary and miscellaneous 
expenses of the OP could even 
reach P772 million. He did not 
elaborate, however. 

At this point, Villar suggested 
Ermita just ask the DBM to redo 
the proposal. 

Ermita agreed but said that 
having the intelligence fund un- 
der the MOOE would give the 
President “flexibility” 

“after all, as we always say, 
the commander-in-chief is re- 
sponsible for the accomplish- 
ment of the mission that she had 
set for herself, including that of 
the armed services, and it is 
spelled out that the President, 
when there are problems that 
arise, will have to reallocate 
what is in the OP budget for in- 
telligence,” Ermita said. 

“But we will ask the DBM to 
take a look at the senator's sug- 
gestion... to restudy the figures 
and see how we can reallocate 
some amounts, especially to the 
Armed Forces now that we are 
tasked to fight terrorism,” he 
said. 

Aside from the intelligence 
fund, the Office of the President 
has other — discretionary 
funds—the social fund, calami- 
ty fund and other contingency 
funds tucked into the budgets of 
the departments and agencies 
concerned. 

In a sense, Villar said, these 
were pork barrel allocations be- 
cause they were hardly subject to 
audit, and could be disbursed at 
will by the President “as the situa- 
tion arises.” 

In contrast, the hearing on 
the proposed P84-million bud- 
get for the office of Vice Presi- 
dent Noli de Castro only rook 
about 10 minutes. 


By Christian V. Esguerra 


“MY TERMSS already extended 
and you cant do anything 
about it anymore." 

This was Philippine National 
Police Diretor General Edgar 
Aglipays response to top police 
officals’ resolution condemning 
the practice of extending the term 
(of service of retiring officers. 

In the first place, the criti- 
cism did not cover the position 
ofthe PNP chief, Aglipay, a top 
beneficiary ofthe controversial 
practice, argued. 

"When it comes to the choice 
of the PNP chief, its solely the 
prerogative of the President,” 
he told the tnquinst in a tele- 
phone interview. 

"The positon made public by 
the Association of Chiefs of Police 
ofthe Philippines Inc. (АССР) last 
Monday covered other PNP posi- 
tions whose officials were some- 
times given a term extension by 
the National Police Commission. 

To appease officials grum- 
bling over his term extension, 
Aglipay вай! he was ready to g0 
after March 13, the end of the 
six-month tenure given to him 
by President Arroyo, 


‘My term’s extended 
and there’s nothing 
you can do about it’ 


“tm very thankful [of] the 
opportunity given to me by the 
President,” he said. “That's why 
1 have to do my best, to use ev- 
ery hour of my term. That's why 
I work 20 hours а бау, and wear 
the uniform even on Sundays.” 

The assurance was also ap- 
parently meant to appease offi- 
cials itching to get his post. 

Aglipay’s term extension vir- 
tually dashed the hopes of 
Deputy Director General Virtus 
Gil who will reach his manda- 
tory retirement age of 56 on 
March 14, a day after Aglipay is 
expected to step down. 

17 chosen, Deputy Director 
General Reynaldo Velasco, the 
PNP's third in command, would 
have at least two months to 
serve. But thats if he gets ap- 
pointed by the President, 

Aglipay, Velasco and Gil all 
belong to the controversial 
Philippine Military Academy 
Class 1971, Italso includes Sen. 
Panfilo Lacson, perennial coup 
plotter Gregorio Honasan, and 
Maj, Gen, Carlos Garcin who is 
facing parallel civilian and mili 
tary investigations for his unex- 
plained wealth estimated at at 
least P143 million. 
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MASINLOC BIDDING 
Solon questions 


power plant sale 
to RP-Aussie group 


By Gil C. Cabacungan Jr. and banks to come up with its 
bid that was more than what 
AN ADMINISTRATION law- the government had anticipat- 
maker yesterday expressed ed. E 
grave doubts on the financial “Тһе Masinloc sale could turn 
capability of a little-known Fil- out to be another ‘embarrassing 
ipino-Australian consortium to fiasco’ ие are not careful. There 
make good its $561-million bid appears to be serious lapses in 
for the Masinloc coal power procedural and substantial re- 
plant which President Gloria quirements. It’s а bad oversight,” 
Macapagal-Arroyo has touted Salceda said. 
as a "landmark accomplish- Не said he would recom- 
ment.” mend to the President to put 
‘Albay Rep. Joey Salceda said the project on a watch list and 
that, since financial capability take remedial action to "save us 
was the sole prequalification for from further loss of credibili- 
the bidding, he was surprised ty" 
how a Filipino corporation with But the government, however, 
а paid-up capitalization of quickly doused emerging doubts 
P600,000 (YNN Corp. owned by about the winning bidder's finan- 
Sunny Sun) and its Australian cial capacity. Based on docu- 
partner with a market capitaliza- ments furnished by the Aus- 
tion of only $10 million (Green tralian company's investment 
Pacific Energy Ltd.) was allowed banker, Credit Suisse First 
to bid for one of the govern- Boston, Lotilla said Green Pacif- 
ments most prized power ics parent, Great Pacific, had a 
plants. controlling interest in the 24- 
E megawatt Taixing Huangqiao 
Financial muscle coal-fired plant in China and min- 
wer Sector Assets and ing interests in Australia. 
ies Management, Corp. Lotilla said the company's 
(PSALM) chief executive officer founder, Alfred Wong, held exec- 
Raphael Lotilla told the INQum-  utive management positions in 
та that the government was leading financial institutions and 
confident that the YNN consor- banks in Australia, such as the 
tium had ће financial muscle to Capital Financial Group and 
carry out the deal. Lotilla State Bank NSW. 
claimed that the critics wanted diet 
the bidding to fail so that the $9 million 
government could put Masinloc Lotilla said that if the YNN 
on the auction block anew. consortium fails to come up 
Salceda said he was dis- with the money, the govern- 
mayed that the government did теле would still gain. $9 mil- 
mot properly screen the bidders lion from the standby letter of 
for Masinloc which only attract- credit that all bidders were re- 
ed two bidders as the top guns quired to submit before the 
in the industry, led by Mirant bidding. 
Corp. and Korea Electric Power “The bidders were asked to risk. 
Corp, pulled out at the last something even before they made 
minute. abid,” he sai 
He said the government might Lotila said the government 
have felt the need to rush the had to wait for the consent of the 
bidding to make а good pitch to multilateral creditors of National 
credit rating agencies that have Power Corp. such as the World 
warned the Philippines of a cred- Bank and Asian Development 
it downgrade due to its lack of Bank before taking the first pay- Araw-araw 9am to 9pm 
credibility in solving the fiscal ment from the YNN consortium 
crisis, (40 percent down payment and We've got t all for you! 
Salceda claimed that imme- the balance payable in two 
diately after YNN-Green Pacific years). 
had won the bidding for the “Мете putting pressure on ү, 
600-megawatt coal power multilaterals to proceed with e x 
plant in Zambales last week, privatization, We told them we | Б ADE y pp ence 
the consortium peddled the did this without any help,” he үтү eres DID 
deal to other power companies said. 
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$ a lot sexier.” 
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- "It's truly liberating that with LaserLight, 
3l | wouldn't have to deal with the pain 
and inconvenience of shaving or waxing 
ever again. | really love it!” 


Jeanette Pumaren 
Businesswoman 


"| love LaserLight for being 100% 
effective. Now | can take on any role 
without the hassles of unwanted hair." 


Isay Alvarez 
Actress/Singer 


Bare-able bikini Ines, Sliky-smooth and totally 
halr-free, LaserLight Is FDA-approved for 
permanent reduction of unsightly, unwanted hair 
оп your bikini lines and anywhere on your body. 
Call the Facial Care Centre professionals now 
for LaserLight. 
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Community-based forest management last option 


From page Al estation funds poured in the '80s The success stories were all agers” of the forest have earned a is one mammal celebrated as a tribe to whom Subic is ancestral 
and 90s—massive and ilre- strikingly set in motion by crisis. fighting chance for Nueva Viz- hero in Haribon’s new Subic “Gu- domain, What good fortune that 
primary wealth. Over the past searched planting of fast-growing Another one is set in regal Mt. сауаз own badly denuded water- bat Learning Center" Also called the naval base command thought 
two urgent decades, to the tune non-native trees. One ‘of them, the Matutum, watershed of the old shed. “flying fox” for its large eyes, ears better than to displace them, hir- 
of multimillions їп grant funds gmelina, proceeded to “colonize” Maguindanao sultanate (pre- Community consultation also and snout, its the only mammal ing them instead to track intrud- 
Gnd soft loans, bureaucrats have hundreds of hectares while vulner- sent day South Cotabato, Sultan turned the Key for the Maeng capable of sustained flight—the ers in vast grounds. They were 
signed up and made money with able tolocal pests and diseases that Kudarat and General Santos) tribe in Tubo, Abra. Caught be- world's largest known fying fox given generous compensation 
deserving and downright could wipe outentirereforested ar- and headwaters of five rivers tween the need to exploit their whose wingspan can stretch to with a fringe benefit—the exclu- 
crooked partners in community- eas. In Kalinga, farmers who plant- flowing out to Sarangani Bay. In forests and tribal culture's strict two meters. The downside: it has sive right to scavenge saleable US 
based reforestation. ed gmelina saw their crops dying the late '80s, 7,000 denuded rules for conservation, communi- a bad rep among orchard keepers scrap. This drove in a unique rela- 
ELI close to the exotic trees that made hectares of Mt. Matutum ty spirit found a difficult middle and gardeners as an "incredible tionship, giving this diminutive 
Lack of monitoring the soil acidic in the name of refor- drowned a foreign consultant road—strict priorities. Everyone glutton” with а keen smell aboriginal people a taste for First. 
Lack of monitoring multiplied  estation. working at the Dole Plantation agreed: rehabilitation of the wa- unerringly leading to ripening World hi-tech and the label "Am- 
Josses—bad ^ enough when From that major error emerged in a flash flood that swepthis ve- , tershed comes first; other re- fruit as far as a hundred meters erayta." 
grantees were making a quick a new theory in Leyte, a province hice off a bridge as it rushed ` sources canbe exploited, butonly away Its also blind as, well—a eres 
buck with officials, worse when traumatized by the Ormoc killer through assembly line pineap- on condition of automatic replen- bat, constantly screeching as it Making history 
earnest project-holders were ig- flood of 1991, with 18 percent of ple fields. ishment. navigates by echolocation, its This is fading from memory 
nored.: Now the “DENR can no its forest cover left by its own log- To showcase an “economic More hopeful experiences own sound bouncing back from now in the new niches opened 
longer ignore problems and wish ging elite and thousands ofneedy growth area” in the Fidel Ramos counterweighing the 11th hour objectsin its path. for the Ayta in changing times. 
they would go away; community- farmers. Dr. Patricia Milan of the years, NGOs, local stakeholders will be available in the Haribon. Ё Tn the early free port days, Dick 
based forest management is the Leyte State University put her business and government agen- website early next year but now it Flying glutton Gordon contracted them as jun- 
last remaining option,” warned doctorate in biology, vertebrate cies began to craft a thorough was time to leave lessons in air- First sermon in the wild: you gle tour guides, the beginning 
Code-NGO. ecology and pest management to conservation plan. A decade late, conditioned rooms for sermonsin shoot bats; you Kill the forest; you of today's thriving eco-tourism 
A major conference call was for work. Ske would imitate the evo- in-migration and timber poach- the wild. kill yourself. industry in Subic. At the tail 
å massive cleanup and reorienta- lution of the original closed- ingin Mt. Matutum have dropped E Á This noisy, flying glutton is ac- end of the Felicito Payumo 
tion of the DENR, requiring as canopy, high-diversity Philippine dramatically. Fewer flash floods Sermonsin the wild tually God's own forester, polli- years last March, the Ayta made 
close an examination ofits record rainforest and its 3,000 known were followed by triumph in the Driving through Subic Freeport, nating plants and trees farther history as the first tribe to re- 
as the ongoing military shake-up. species. past three flood-free years. “We we silently thanked the Americans and wider than most, dropping ceive a Certificate of Ancestral 
Тоо long has local government а don’t need multi-millions in new for returning this watershed to us seeds in its fertilizing dung. The Domain Title. 
been а rubber stamp for refor. New beginnings infrastructure, only real tree largely intact. Wealthy weekend  Apaliin Trails, a 3-kilometer trek This time, a GPS survey assist- 
estation projects dominated by On idle land, she planted planting,” observed Daisy homes, hotel clusters, a first-rate from 100-meter elevations down ed by the intrepid NGO PAFID 
Manila. Crisis compels the inte- fast-growing local "pioneer" Fuentes, feisty governor of South road network and well-kept port fa- to the sea, is proof of divine de- complemented tribal measure of 
gration of forest protection with trees like handang and anady- Cotabato. cilities in today’s Subic Вау Freeport sign. Alternating with soaring home—abot-tanaw at abot-alaala 
‘comprehensive land use plans, ong. Then she planted apitong, а 3 became mere sociological notesinits hardwoods are healthy green (as far as the eye can see and 
focal knowledge and grass-roots lauaan and yakal—hardwoods Community consultation fresh windsand subile fragrances. bamboo in artfully spaced clumps memory recall). The result: 4,355 
“coalitions of the willing” right to protect the pioneers and root Closing gaps between research Here, undisturbed lowland where bats defecating in flight hectares of original Ayta hunting 
now. crops planted in their gaps. Fi- and experience, government and dipterocarp and limestone forests once dropped them. grounds in upland forest down to 
d seem nally she planted durian, san- governed, was the common descend to rich mangrove They're flying home to the thesea. 
‘Rainforestation’ tol, mangosteen and marang. thread of new beginnings. Nueva swamps and beach forests fring- forestassunsetapproachesover Оп the same day their title 
Putting his finger on a glaring The root crops and modest in- Vizcaya, for instance, took a ing Subic Вау To the credit of Fil- the Triboa Mangrove Park. As was awarded, this gentle tribe 
fade in years of failure and wast- come from the fruit trees could quantum leap with popular con- ipino leadership, a scientific in- the screeching fades, such still- was also contracted to reforest 
ed funds, La Salle professor sustain farmers waiting for sultations under a sympathetic ventory of the post-naval base ness descends that you can al. 138 hectares ar the Subic re- 
Francisco Magno pointed a way larger gains from a hardwood governor. These revealed how has identified its 745 plant most hear this little-understood serve border in Hermosa, 
out—local communities and farm. Soon, "rainforestation" "the autocratic nature of gover- species (four rare, seven threat- hardwood growing where Bataan, logged in the ‘60s al- 
LGUs tightly linked with centers was born with endemic seeds nance exacerbates forest man- ened), 83 bird species (almost 15S Subic’s inland waters flow out legedly by well-connected par- 
of learning. “We don't need and German funding. Antique, agement problems.” Change be- percent of the national total), 16 and mix with the salty bay. The ties, before base security was 
much money to protect the for- Bukidnon, Mindoro and Suri- gan in a new LGU campaign for mangrove species, 201 fish silence isdeceprive. Hidden fish tightened in the Vietnam War 
est,” he said. Partnership is gao are now adopting this the trust of upland constituents. species, 122 animal species (12 and crustaceans furiously years. The area is now part of a 
more vital. "new" method reminiscent of Today, a people inspired by ће таге, 25 endangered), and 16 spawning in hidden root buffer zone designated in a Pro- 
‘This could guard against perpet- wise Hanunoo Mangyan agri- weighty role of “stewardship” species of mammals. crevices and shallow mudflats tected Area Management Plan, a 
watng a major mistake as refor- culture. and a new designation аз “man- Тһе Philippine Giant Fruit Bat are suddenly revealed by athou- signal achievement of the Payu- 
sand ripples in the mudflat, as mo years. 
air in their tiny burrows are dis- 
placed by waves. Best model 
я $ Don't look now but if Ayta luck 
Silence of the wild fully harnesses ancestral memory 
Second sermon in the wild: si- of harmony with Nature, it may 
lence is а powerful medium of just come up with the best model 
life. for healing yet—another sermon 
This silence is reflected in the іп the wild to arrest a frightening 
eyes of the hunter-gatherer Ayta 11th hour. 


‘Defective’ PMA topnotcher 
not useless, may be ‘repaired’ 


From page Al Joaquin could be demoted or dis- 
missed from the service. 
Orat least that's what Lt. Gen. “What happened to Joaquin is 
Generoso Senga, chief of the an indicator that there isa failure 
Philippine Army, thinks of 2nd Lt. in the system,” Balaoing admit- 
Rolly Joaquin, valedictorian of ted 
the PMAs 2004 graduating class. According to Balaoing, the 
Senga said that “considering PMA is finalizing a new program 
his potentials,” Joaquin, 21, was that integrates character devel- 
"not torally doomed” and could opment into all aspects of the 
still be “rehabilitated.” cadets" four-year stay at the 
Lt. Gen. Crisolito Balaoing, PMA academy. 
superintendent, holds a similar He said the goal is to produce а 
view: Like a product still covered well-rounded cadet: “What is the 
by a warranty, Joaquin can be “re- use of having a good student in 
tumed" to the PMA for “repair” engineering, in English, in social 
“Ifa product is defective, then science, if there is something 
you improve the factory" Balao- wrong in his character?” 
а ing said. “But if 90 percent of the А report from the Joint United 
Wessel. ET erro онсе eva ores 3 products are defective, then we States Military Assistance Group 
close the factory.” (бита) said Joaquin had re- 


But what to do with Ма]. Gen. moved a $.50 discount tag from a 
FREE MIC STAND! P Carlos Garcia, a 1971 РМА grad- CD that was on sale and affixed it 


FREE LEATHERETTE MIC JACKET! 1 uate and former military to another CD priced at $12. 


comptroller under trial in civilian Не was caught in the act by a 


E and military courts for amassing surveillance camera at a commis- 

WITH MORE PICTURE 3 d P143 million in unexplained sary of the US Army Infantry 

BACKGROUNDS! wealth? School, where he was a student 

Up to 76 Intemational & Philippine sites! i “If a product conks out 10 officer, Army spokesperson Maj. 

years [later], its not a factory de- Bartolome Bacarro had seid, 

The World's #1 WIDE ARRAY OF fect anymore, Balaoing said, quoting from the Jusmag report 


suggesting that фе country's pre- received on Oct. 26. 
Videoke Microphone! SONG CHIPS AVAILABLE! mier military academy should not Joaquin was taking an Infantry 


beblamed for the errant behavior Officers Basic Course at Fort Ben- 


Ln ENCE ofits graduates. ning, which was part of the Jus- 
CHOOSE rue OKONA MAGIC Sing 1 TT anca ты 
p iesus Са to graduation from the РМА in 

ED'DEAI make of with a with a March. He was to have finished 

отно switched price tag ata commis- the course this month, 

say in for Benning, Georgia, Тһе young officer is confined 
2 Жаа = Ў.т Senga sai хо quarters at Fort Bonifacio, 
GLP отпало ee сбит REET] SHOGWISE [jee à where he was taken upon his re- 


Center EMPORIUM олтита | System failure turn to the country on Oct, 28. 


<NATIONWIDE> 


He said that depending on the If probable cause is estab- 
@ decision of the Armed Forces EF lished, he could face а court-mar- 


= EN 
p N NE МЮ OE RE. | боесу and Separations Board, tial, Bacaro had said. 
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ma manera DEECO CUINA Ei Correction г е S 
IN THE story “Mercy ship’ conks out in high seas off Quezon’ 

<METRO MANILA> <PROVINGIAL> (Dec. 7, Page Al), it was not the “mercy ship” Grandstar 2 that 
QUIAPOIBINONDO. Santoch Electronics 734-1821 BAGUIO LAGUNA conked out but the outrigger boat that was carrying 40 volun- 
‘Armetrong Slctronics 733-2840 МАМ Marketing 735-4274 Rapat tectonics (074) 4449040 М5 Data Exchange teers on their way to Mauban, Quezon, from Real town on Suri- 
ET EEE a ces тыала ри) 473722 Срит Trador (O35) 22914 day after delivering relief goods to calamity victims. Grandstar 2 
MD Eloctronics 736-3880. MALATE / MAKATI / CAVITE PAMPANGA had brought the volunteers and relief goods to Real on Saturday 
опне 314-8874, PARANAQUE / MUNTINLUPA V-bivina Enterprises (46) 890.0900 Downtown (0157000225 morning. 
oy» Elactronies 734-1819 K Salonga 400.4492 E (campos Emporium (045) 855-0004 
И йык Saloa 735-1002 ETS К Salonga rosa 222 207ê Seamos inre 0457 082040 tae 
"fme Appliances? 09-1024 onan foo ет S27 C Miranda (032) um р ien aor RO 
рено НН ВОВЕ Restor Tracing (075) 8227112 fede mmay send thee герин for cttm of focal re T 
Ок Electron 12-9691 gr Trading 1776528 Indian Palace (082) 221-2005 Sour СОТАВАТО, to Gerry Liria, city editor rtp Dai Inquirer, PO Bug, Се 
Richland 734-3591 ‘Alabang Marketing 6334853 ILOCOS NORTE D' Sunata Record Bar (083) 553-8073 Roces Arenu corner Mascardo Sree, Makati Су fax TATO: 

Ricafort Trading O77) 770-410 Sinai addresses glriotrinqurerconi phan daydesk@inquirercom.ph. 
Complaints about lack of aimes or objectivity may be sent to Каш Pal- 
р 

Exclusively Distributed by: For wholesale & dealership inquiries, dial 722-4058 or 722-4082, or visit us at GIF Richbeli Tower, abrica, readers advocate, the same address and fax numbers as those of the 
THE ASTRA GROUP, INC. 17 Annapolis 8, Greerhile, Ban Juan, Mero Manda jte] | со ior and email address rpalabricaggimquirezcom ph. 
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Failing to tax telcos, solons eye VAT-exempt lawyers, docs: 


By Carlito Pablo 7 


CONGRESSMEN are 
looking to do away 
with value-added tax 
(VAT) exemptions, 
particularly for pro- 
fessionals like doc- 
tors and lawyers. 
The review of the 


VAT system, with the Introducing the Mitsubishi 


aim of raising the tax 


rate from the current „Алм 

10 percent to 12 per- ы 

cent, has been identi- = - = = 4-6 x 
fed as а priority 

xr ee LIMIT EID 
the shelving of the 4 ] 

proposed franchise 
tax оп telecom- 
munication com- 
panies. 

Rep. Joey Salceda 
QakasKamp, Al- 
bay), chair of the 
House committee on 
economic affairs, 
sald removing VAT 
exemptions and ad- 
justing the tax rate 
‘would generate P14 
billion for the gov- 
emment. 

“If government 
needs to raise rev- 
enues, the efficient 
way is to increase the. 
МАТ and remove ex- 
emptions like those 
enjoyed by lawyers," 
Salceda said. 

He said the VAT 
provides "horizontal 
equity" meaning it 
does “not single outa 
sector but is shared 
by all sectors across 
the economy" 

Majority Leader 
Rep. Prospero No- 
grales (Lakas, Davao 
City) said the House 
would “work over- 
time” to approve the 
VAT bill as soon as 
the ways and means 
committee releases 
its report. 

Nograles said ways 
and means commit- 
tee chair Rep. Jesli 
Lapus (NPC, Tarlac) 
had promised to re- 
Tease the report next 
week. 


Blocked 

There had been 
previous attempts to 
life the VAT exemp- 
tion of lawyers and 
doctors, but the two 


professional groups i Powered for Performance. 


oe 5 Enjoy heart-pounding performance with the 
Rep. Salacnib Ba- more powerful 123PS 1800cc 16-valve 


terina (Lakas, Ilocos E engine. Combined with its smooth-shifting 


Sur) has filed House. 4 q am 
Bill No. 3105 provid- Е | INVECS-III СУТ with 6-speed 
ing for the withdraw- Sportronic, it delivers a steady surge 


al of certain VAT ex- of acceleration and optimized fuel 
UR und efficiency. Pure performance to steer 
ate : 

that the full benefits a driver's heart. 
from the VAT cannot k 

be realized in view of 
the many exemptions 
that had been grant- 
ed to various sectors 
of the economy,” Ba- 
terina said. 

Currently exempt- 
ed from VAT are, 4 Е < : е: imac 
ame ther things, алиш Dsribetos (EDD) 
the sale, importation писи ^ === : 

mM шы ч &Spesd Sportronle 

bools, as well as the 
importation of pas- 
senger and cargo ves- 


sels of more than З puc 
е. AMAZINGLY, AFFORDABLE] 
poration of coal, B EASY ОМЕГА 
natural gas and LS г "OHOLIDAY RUSH 
petroleum products 2 : ” 4 

аге also VATex- New Lower 


empt. 4 > 
"Any exemption В Downpayment Plans 


from VAT is а distor- for the Lancer GLX, 
Чоп ín the system ш GLS & MX 1.6 
and a break in the A 

VAT chain upon 


which lies the self Е „НЕА ДА 
Polling mechanic х MITSUBISHI А, CER 
oo Luce tt {5628 CYT цень Do you want to drive? 


Rep. Exequiel 
Javier (Lakas, An- 
tique) said that, N 
stead of a franchise Soo your nonrest mitsubishi denter now! 
tax, telecom firms METRO мамил. CITMOTORS, NC Makati Qa] Te Nor: 882991 0 42 CITMOTORS, INC. -Las Pitas -Tal Nos. 878-1848 / 878-1704 DIAMOND MOTOR CORP. - Gre (Mar To Neb 727.0981 
will raise the VAT Жа DAMONO MOTOR CORP. scan ve. Ти Nes. 372.3901 is 18 DIAMOND MOTOR CORP. Marcos Highway -Tel Ns 645480 o 05 DIAMOND MOTOR Fallow Tel оз. 6953731, 4162848 
guess DAMONO MOTOR CORP - Va Varde Та Nos TT 9560 в $4 MITSUBISHI MOTORS BALINTAWAK - Teie. 2270028901 19 05 UNION MOTOR CORP. Paco (Main) Te Noe, 363-948 8518034401 

esce De UNION MOTOR CORP Abad Sandon ла Nev. 251302138 UMON MOTOR CORF.-Kueotan. Tl Nos 22001 89 LUZON DEALERS: АИСАЯ AUTOMOTIVE CORP. Sia. Rosa, Laguna - TL 

s. 4204057 юз CALEB MOTOR CORP. - Naga Cy Ты 10541 811-5119 CARWORLD, NC. - Pampanga (ale) T Non: (S 983-1111 CARWORLD, INC. Maiolo ТЫ os. (O44) B1 E320 781-2405 e 
better proposal than awn, ме. Martan Ти Nos: (P44) 711.2895 W 9 CARIORLD, NC. сере Ти Nor (O47) 22257431 244 ЭТ CARNORLD, NC. Tere Tel Ман: (452 082-585) o 53 FREEWAY MOTOR SALES 
Ча быш ш GE GALIUAG CORP. Ваар та Nes. (D4) 673-4083 T8 4716 FREEWAY MOTOR SALES OF CABANATUAN CORP, Сиам (i) Té Not. (44) 483-130 / 483-5105 FREEWAY MOTOR SALES 
E I RICE festes ты (078) 882.3401 JABEZ MOTOR CORP. ametur Cav Та нез (eb) 416408 86001107 41-560 885-081 MOTORPLAZA, INC. Сыз (ain) та Ноз: (075) 17-300 1 537-5835 
MOTORPLAZA, NC. бирме Ciy а os: 694) 3003871 / 46 0157 MOTORPLAZA, NC. La Unton Té Nor: (072709280 705-3834 MOTORPLAZA, NC а Nos DS) 5082602190312 
sonable to penalize SER GALES CORP,- San ино i т os (040) 24699 19 $1 / 582-360 SF SALES CORP. -Lipa Tél No: (АЗ) 78-1018 VISAYAS DEALERS: AVESCOR MOTORS lolo ТЫ Нол (03) 337-4485 7 
the telecommunica- ичига S37 C07 AVESCOR MOTORS Becca Tt Nos [B3 18-21 кта МОШ MOTORS CEBU CORP, Ha) Tei Noa: (092 345-1233420 5777 ТВИН HOTORS CEBU CORP. -Dumaguate 
na ER Ил. Ти tos: (00) 22-27 o 29 7225-0925 MITSUBISHI MOTORS CEBU CORP Taleban Та Nou. (059 323-2820 323-2379 t 0/2724 MITSUBISHI MOTORS CEBU CORP. - Таңат Te Nas. (20) 
ra m өй Nia t 18 MADANAO DEALERS: KARASIA NC. Davao Maini To! Nor BED Z-I 16 АРАВА, INC.» Devo Bosh Tei Nes (052) 299-1400 1o B4 2980175 1o 17 KARASIA, INC. 
ply because it is gam Ты нов (04] 21-362 MINDANAO INTEGRATED COMMERCIAL ENTERPRISES, ING. Ta Noe: (083) 307-0558 о T 6834624701 MITSUBISHI MOTORS CEBU CORP. -Butuan To! Non: 0851015 — MOTORS 
making ^ money" Уе" MITSUBISHI MOTORS CEBU CORP. - Cagayan de Ore ToL Nos. (088) 855.545 ZAMBOANGA MOTORS, MC. Tel Nos. (082) 0012100 | 001-2123 | 901-2260 | 9920786 
Javier said. 


Also available: Lancers with fuelafficient 1.6 liter 4618, SOHC, 16-valve Multi-Polnt Injection engines 


Videoke Anytime, Anywhere! 


All I Want For 
CHRISTMAS 
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andis fully supported by WOW! Magic Sing Premlum 


М The No.1 Videoke Microphone with 
- WOWPIMLIPPENES picture backgrounds 
- 793 Built-in Licensed songs plus BIVAHE Tayo! 
bonus song : 
- WOWI Magic Sing Premium месен 
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| -User friendly songlist, & 
- Leatherette bag 
i - 5 meter cable 
- Autovolt Electronic Adaptor 
- 1 year warranty 
- Lifetime Service i 
Eí Duet Microphone with оке j 
| = идната VCD Tayo 
- Receiver ы 
f Tagalog 3,4 & 5 Song Chips with 
- BIVAHETayol VCD 
- Licensed Songs 
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Petron cuts LPG price by P 


Somewhere tn the Guimaras tslands | 
lies a hidden treasure... 


Costa Aguada 


SL AN D 
inampulugan Island, Guimaras, 


YULETIDE OFFERING 


P 4, 385.00 per person DBL Occupancy 
| eludes 3 Days? 2 Nights Кооп accommodations Roundrpland & soa transfers 
ма BCD. Welcome drinks. Two (2) Se Breakfasts. Two (2) St Dinners. Cosa 
‘Aguada T-Shirt Scheduled island tram tour. Guided Jungle Trek. Cave Exploration 
Val 


CASH for DIAMONDS 
Nibor Diamond Buying Office ofthe Philippines 


ЖОЛ? 


(у 


* INSTANT CASH for 1 1/2 carat & above, antiques 
and modern jewelry., Also old-cut diamonds. 


* WE ACCEPT LOANS on important diamonds and 
jewelry. 

ALL TRANSACTIONS KEPT CONFIDENTIAL. 
Tel. Nos.: 725-1823/ 726-1931 Mobile No.: (0917) 536-2456 
Monday-Sunday 10am-5pm 

e hopping Center, San Juan. MM. 


БЛ water Тез (02) 267-7134 
SESSEL Mite" Mobile No. 0917-6262708 


ы Ж / © 
ООЛ Cards & (FEU 
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Showcase Cabinets & 


M= 


Showcase? 
Seren 


Full-Sized & Corner Showcases. 


Elegant glass display cabinets with lighting 
fixtures for shops and collections. 
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1 a kilo 


INDUSTRY giant Pet- 
топ Corp. rolled back 
prices of its liquefied 
petroleum gas (LPG) 
by PL a kilogram effec- 
tive midnight last 
night cing the decline 
im the international 
contract prices of LPG, 

Starting today, con- 
sumers can buy Pet- 
Ton's база! at prices 
ranging from P392- 
P419 per 11-kg cylin- 
der. 

After implement- 
ing a P1.50-per-kg in- 
crease in cooking gas 
prices last month, ће 
company's last price 
hike for the yeas, 
Petron decided го cut 
LPG prices by P30 per 
T1-kg cylinder as LPG 
contract prices fell by 
almost $50 pet metric 
ton (MT) this month. 

According to data 
from the Department 
of Energy, LPG con- 
tract prices declined 
to $424 per MT in 
December from $470 
last month. 

LPG contract prices 
had been on the up- 
wend sime April 
when prices of crude. 
in the world market 
started escalating 

From $265 per MT 
in March, LPG con- 
tract prices rose to 
$292.80 in April 
Prices then jumped 
to $319.40 in May, 
eventually breaching 
the $400 level in Oc- 
tober when the con- 
tract price for that 
month hit $401.50. 

As a result, local 
LPG prices went up 
12 times by a total of. 
P11.65 per kg this 
year alone. 

Abigail L. Ho 
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Dexterton Corporation 


152 Sot E Rivara S1, Quazen Сау, 


i Fan No: 382-0524 


Keys To YOUR 
DIFFERENT INTERESTS 


Quality na gamot, sa 
Suggested Re 


Analgesic/Antipyretic 
(Para sa kirot, lagnat o trangkaso) 


presyong mas abot!!! 
Price August 8, 2004 * Makatitipid ng higit sa 80% 


RS 


Melenamic Acid susp. 50 mgS mi 60 тї 
Mefenamnic Acid tab. 500 

Paracetamol syrup 125 mo mi 60 mi 
Paracetamol tab 500 mg 


Anti-biotic (Kontra-Bakterya) 


<< 


8 


Aroxciin cap. 250 mg 
Amorcii cep. 500 mg 
Amoncilin susp. 250 M/S ml, 60 ml 
ong 
125 тубан S0 ml 


EE 


Brow 
588 


Anti-cough (Para за Ubo) 
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Iggy wants Abadia probed оп RSBS «207 ang a tt get pors this Cyrene 


NEGROS Occidental Rep. Ignacio as AFP chief from 1991 to 1993. The RSBS, a pension fund for had recommended the filing of 9? 
“Iggy” Arroyo, a brother of First Abadia said the charges soldiers, was found to have in- charges against Abadia and other 


Geivleman Jose Miguel "Mike" against him were part of a smear curred huge losses because of RSBS officials in 2001. But the Y САТ T о 


‘Arroyo, yesterday called for a campaign allegedly being orches- heavy investments in real estate Office of the Ombudsman cleared p^. 
congressional investigation into trated by the First Gentleman and and other projects. them after giving weight to Aba- a аі 


the Finances of the Armed Forces Interior Secretary Angelo Reyes, The Senate blue ribbon com- dia's defense that the RSBS was a EXECUTIVE VILLAGE M 
Retirement Services and Benefits himself а former AFP chief. mittee that investigated the case private fund. Cynthia D. Balana | A minuto dive to ROTUNDA / Ta 
Bai 


System during the term of former Атоо! his brother, the First Aline back of мерони: 
AFP chief Сеп, Lisandro Abadia. Gentleman, should not be dragged ола OUVARELPLALA Í w я 
Arroyo said the investigation into the AFP corruption issue. (@rano ‘YOUR PARTHER IN PRODUCT & SERVICE EXCELLENCE” E ЈАР 
should focus on the alleged in- — "Insteadofevadingtheissueand | БТ ae. [CHECK WRITER) 25 | LAMINATO; = d i = 
crease in the assets of Abadia and destroying disinterested people like || шш Lo тарны Ad / ү x 
how the RSBS incurred losses the Fist Gentleman, General Aba- | enses АЛ еши Ву 
during his tenure as RSBS chair, dia should first explain the simulta- | | lz ыы _ NT 
Saying that the RSBS plunged neous increase in his assets and the  MIMEOGRAPHING MACHINE | < 
into near-bankruptcy during Aba- losses of the RSBS,” Arroyo said. $ 
dia's tenure, Arroyo said that if Не said the salary of Abadia as 
found responsible, the retired gen- AFP chief was not that substantial to 
eral should be brought to justice. merit such an increase in his assets. - Е Ad, 
De Ombudsman last week or. And, ee the RSRS was parr of id = ДЫЙ mies Pied meet à 
егей the filing of graft charges the AFP he sald the military pension эп 5 
against Abadia for allegedlyaccu- fund should not be spared from the | lem sae MIS Lending Condomini Developer (тн inert) 
mulating P11 million in “unex- ongoing investigation of corruption атту 5905520 ОБЕ | Eel ui ait LAND 8122222 » 243-6565 ° 818-8888 «241-1804 « (0919) 310-8553 
plained wealth" during his term inthe military establishment. ШЙ О: 8905320 8008007 | аа шш | | АЎ _ www.itland.net + investment @ciyland.net 


Get to work 


on RP victim, КЕ 
Cimatu asked 


By Cynthia D. Balana 


TWO LEADERS of the House of Representa- | it's an assurance of only the very best. 


tives yesterday asked special envoy to the 
Middle East Roy Cimatu to immediately coor- 
dinate with the Philippine embassy in Saudi 
Arabia to secure overseas Filipino workers 
(OFWs) there following the death of a Fil 
ipino working in the United States consulate 
during an attack by Saudi militants. 

Cebu Rep. Antonio Cuenco, chair of the 
House committee on foreign affairs, and Zam- 
bosnga del Norte Rep. Roseller Barinaga, 
chair of the House committee on labor and 
employment, said there was a need to shore 
up the embassy's security defenses and draw 
up security precautions for Filipinos in Saudi 
Arabia in case of another attack. 

Romeo de la Rosa, a telecommunications 
maintenance worker in the US consulate in 
Riyadh, was killed the other day when Saudi 
police traded gunfire with suspects believed 
to be linked to the al-Qaida movement of 
Озата bin Laden. 

“The death of De la Rosa justifies the need 
for heightened vigilance for the safety and 
welfare of our workers,” Cuenco said. 

Cuenco asked OFWs to take precautionary 
measures because of Bin Laden's renewed 
challenge for terrorists to attack the US and 
its allies, the Philippines included. 

Barinaga said the US embassy attack was а 
stark reminder that OFWs were "extremely 
vulnerable" and deserved government pro- 
tection and support. 

Prior to the attack, he said, most of the US 
consulate staff in Jeddah had been evacuated 
several months ago due to security threats, 

"We urge Ambassador Cimatu to work for 
the safety of our remaining OFWs in the US 
embassy in Jeddah and to coordinate with the 
OFW communities in the Middle East and 
Saudi Arabia for any possible attack by mili- 
tants,” Barinaga said. 
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Gov't now allows logging in privately owned lands 
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cafiang was now making a distinction be- 
tween logging in private and public lands, he 
said: “But there are private concessionaires 
complaining. Bakit ganito, pinagtanim kami 
(After allowing us to plant, why this)? In fact, 
they own the [cultivated] land.” 


‘Totally correct’ 

But the Department of Justice is upholding 
the legality of Ms Arroyo's order suspending 
all logging activities nationwide. 

Justice Secretary Raul Gonzalez said the 
President was authorized under the Constitu- 
tion to suspend such activities even if the log- 
ging firms had permits from the DENR. 

“Private interests must yield to the general 
welfare of the country,” he said. "The Presi- 
dent was totally correct.” 

Gonzalez said he expected loggers, espe- 
cially those exporting timber, to challenge the 
legality of Ms Arroyo's order. 

"Does [the order] violate the law? Yes and 
no," he said. "Yes, it infringes on the contract. 
of the logging firms. But it does not violate the 
Jaw under the general welfare clause of the 
Constitution. 

Gonzalez also said the President could order 
the suspension because the state had the police 
power to ensure the safety of its citizens. 

“Salus populi est suprema lex. The welfare 
of the people is the supreme law” he said, 
adding that there were enough laws to pro- 
tect the forests but the problem was imple- 
mentation. 


‘Private’ hectares 

According to Defensor, private plantation 
‘owners are authorized to cut trees within 
their property by virtue of a private land úim- 
ber permit or PLTP. 

Logging concessionaires operating in-public 
lands enter into Integrated Forest Management 
Agreements (Ifmas) with the government—a 
latter-day version of the Timber License Agree- 
ments (TLAS) during the Marcos regime. 

‘Of the Philippines current forest cover esti- 
mated at 7 million hectares, private planta- 
tions account for 2 million hectares, Defensor 
said, quoting DENR data. 

‘These “private” hectares, along with govern- 
ment reforestation programs covering 500,000 
hectares, enabled the Philippine forest cover to 
expand toits current scale from only around 4.5 
million hectares in 1997, he said. 

Bukidnon Rep. Juan Miguel Zubiri dropped in 
at the press conference held at the DENR main 
office in Quezon City to make a pitch for his pro- 
posed bill that would ban logging in public 
forests but would allow private tee plantations. 

Zubiri and Defensor, a former Quezon City 
congressman, were both among the so-called 
"Spice Boys" composed of young members of 


Gov't to use ‘satellite imaging 


technology’ vs 


By Fe Zamora 


FOREST czar Vietor Corpus yesterday said 
that in view of the scarcity of forest rangers, 
һе would use “satellite imaging technolo- 
gy” todo the job. 

“The satellite will track down illegal log- 
gers for the police and military to appre- 
hend," he told reporters in Filipino. 

But high technology will be used only at 
the start of the campaign to guard and re- 
plant the forests, said Corpus. 

“We believe that if we can do it through self” 
reliance, we will be spending less,” һе said. 

Corpus, а retired general, said his re- 
quest for an initial P100 million was only 
“to jump-start the project.” 

"Im not even sure if it would be 
enough,” he said. 

Corpus is proposing a community-based 
reforestation program that will allow a family 
to plant atleast 1,000 trees a year ina 10-year 
субе. The family gets 70 percent of the pro- 
ceeds ofthe sale of the tres after 10 years. 

Giving the community “proprietary 
rights" will give it the responsibility to 


illegal loggers 


“guard the trees,” Corpus said. 

President Macapagal-Arroyo had named 
Corpus chair of the state-owned Natural 
Resources Development Corp. and head of 
the anti-illegal-logging task force, 

But Pasig Rep. Robert Jaworski said the 
appointment was “а big mistake." 

“The President and General Corpus are 
like two opposite poles with their conflict- 
ing positions ... This is very confusing be- 
cause we have a President advocating a to- 
tal log ban policy and appointing a new ad- 
viser who does not seem to share her be- 
lief,” che neophyte congressman said. 

‘On Monday, Ms Arroyo endorsed to 
Congress the immediate passage of a mea- 
sure imposing a total log ban. But on the 
seme day, Corpus said this could not be 
possible and proposed that the government 
continue to adopt a selective log ban. 

"I have no question on the integrity and 
capability of General Corpus but appointing 
him to a position that is intrinsically іп con- 
fict with his view only guarantees that a to- 
tallog ban policy is doomed to fail,” Jaworski 
said. With a report from Cynthia D. Balana. 


Ist suspension order served 


IN DINGALAN, Aurora, DENR officials yes- 
terday began the perilous trek to Barangay 
Umiray, where the offices of Green Circle 
Properties Resources Inc. and the sawmill 
of its sister company, Green Square Proper- 
ties Corp., are located to serve a suspension 
order. 

It was the first such order following the 
landslides that killed more than 600 people 
in Aurora and Quezon in the lest two weeks. 


‘And it was the last official act of Meliton : 


Vicente Jr, who has been relieved as DENR: 
chief in Dingalan and is due for reassign- 
ment to Cabanatuan City. 

Umiray in southern Dingalan and its 
neighboring town of General Nakar in Que- 


the House in the previous Congress. 


‘Mercenary’ 

But Anakpawis Rep. Crispin Beltran de- 
manded that Defensor resign his post. 

*Defensor's defense of the logging firms is a 
gross betrayal ofthe victims and survivors of the 
latest disasters,” said the militant party-list law- 
maker. “Heis looking atthe entire matter froma 
purely business and mercenary perspective.” 

Beltran said Defensor posture betrayed the 

I-calk, no-action stance of the Presi- 
is the destruction of the forests. 

With hundreds of Filipinos dead or miss- 

it a convincing enough reason to 
completely and revoke all log- 
ging permits?" he said. 

Before Congress deliberates on yet another 
law in reaction to the recent disaster, lawmak- 
ers mus first consider that logging companies 
are supposedly hiring and equipping illegal 
cutters to do the dirty work outside their gov- 
erment-designated areas, according to an- 
other militant party-list representative, Bayan 


zon make up the site of Green Circles 
27,851.79-hectare estate. 

Vicente received the copy of the order Mon- 
day night from Regidor de Leon and Ricardo 
Calderon, DENR regional executive director 
“and regional forestry chief, respectively. 

De Leon, who signed the order based on 
га Now 21 memorandum from Defensor, 
said Green Circle had "failed to protect its 
Tarea from timber poachers.” 

The DENR Central Luzon office received 
-Defensor's memorandum last Friday. 

_. While the suspension was for "immedi- 
site implementation,” it did not explain 
"why it. was being served after 15 days. 

Tonette Orejas, PDI Central Luzon Desk 


`Милаз Teodoro Casio. 

Healso noted thet only PS million had been 
allocated for forest protection in the proposed 
2005 budget. 

‘The Kilusang Magbubukid ng Pilipinas said 
the DENR had issued orders that may have 
contributed to massive deforestation and 
should share the blame with illegal loggers. 

Опе such order was Department Adminis- 
trative Order No. 59 issued by Environment 
Secretary Elisea Gozun on her last day at her 
post on Aug. 31, said KMP spokesperson Carl 
Anthony Ай. 

"Gozum's order facilitates the wholesale 
conversion of virtually every hectare avail- 
able of some 10 million hectares of the public. 
domain for uses totally incompatible with the 
protection and regeneration of forests, and 
therefore inconsistent with sustainable devel- 
opment,” Ala said. 

He said DAO 59 was just one of Gozun's 28 
“midnight orders." With reports from Philip 
C. Tubeza, Norman Bordadora and Carlito 
Pabio in Manila 
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Whereas, Memorandum Circular (M.C.) No. AFF-04-019 [14 September 2004], 
Section 4 provides for a 60-day period for certain classes of aliens to be re-instated 
to their bona-fido status as lawful non-immigrants and immigrants in the Philippines; 

Whereas, many of the aliens concerned have been unable to re-instate such 
bona-fide status due to unforeseen adverse business conditions, unexpected 
‘economic hardship, or lack of sufficient notice or information; 

Whereas, public interest warrants an extension of the 60-day period under 
M.C. No. AFF-04-019 [14 September 2004], Section 4 to optimize the re-instatement 
of certain classes of aliens to their bona-fide status as lawful non-immigrants and 
immigrants in the Philippines; 

Whereas, the Commissioner of Immigration is vested with authority to address 
this concern by prescribing such supplemental procedures as may be necessary 
under the principle of subordinate legislation: 

Now, therefore, pursuant to Commonwealth Act No. 613, Section 3, аз amended, | 
and Republic Act No. 562, Section 2, as amended, in relation to Letter of 
Implementation No. 20 (1972), Section 15.1(a) and (c) and Executive Order (E.O.) 
No. 292 (1987), Book IIl, Title І, Chapter 3, Section 10, this supplemental 
memorandum circular is hereby issued, to wit: 

Section 1. Extension of 60-day period to re-instate lawful status. - Aliens | 
under М.С. No. AFF-04-019 [14 September 2004] are hereby granted additional | 
60 days or until 15 January 2005 within which to reinstate their lawful status as | 
non-immigrants or immigrants in the Philippines. 

Section 2. Extension of 60-day cease and desist Initiative. Administrative 
disciplinary action. Exceptions. — The 60-day cease and desist initiative under 
М.С. No. AFF-04-019 [14 September 2004] is likewise extended, Thus, all officers, 
officials and employees of this Bureau, whether organic, detailed, contractual or 
otherwise, shall cease and desist, under pain of administrative/disciplinary action, 
from conducting operations, proceedings, Inquiries and the like, of whatever kind 
or nature, and/or for whatever purpose, against aliens during this period of extension, 
unless expressly directed by the Commissioner of immigration, Secretary of Justice 
or by the President. 

Section 3. Effectivity. — This memorandum circuler shall take effect within five (5) 
days after Its publication in a newspaper of general circulation. 


ALIPIO F. FERNANDEZ, JR, 
Con{missfoner 


{РО - December 8, 2004) 
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SC asked 
to hold Garcia 
in contempt 


By Philip C. Tubeza 


ACCUSING embattled Maj. Gen. Carlos Gar- 
cia of “willful and deliberate" forum-shop- 
ping, the Office of the Ombudsman yesterday 
asked the Supreme Court to dismiss Garcia's 
petition to stop a forfeiture case against him. 

Not only should the petition be dismissed but 
Garcia and his lawyer should also be held in con- 
tempt, said Ombudsman Special Prosecutor 
Dennis Vila-Ignacio in his comment to the court. 

Garcia, a former Armed Forces comptroller, 
was suspended without pay and restricted to 
quarters after lie was accused of amassing 
P143 million in unexplained wealth. He has 
been charged before a military court and the 
anti-graft court. 

In another unexplained wealth case, the 
Ombudsman also filed a petition for forfeiture 
against Lt. Col. George Rabusa who is charged 
with amassing wealth and property “manifest- 
ly out of proportion to his salary during his in- 
cumbency as a soldier and public officer." 

Rabusa, who was AFP budget officer under 
Garcia, is accused of having accumulated P43 
million in unexplained wealth. 

Villa-lgnacio said Garcia was resorting to 
forum-shopping when he questioned before 
both the Sandiganbayan and the Supreme 
Court the anti-graft court's jurisdiction to try 
the forfeiture case against him. 

Forum-shopping occurs when a petitioner 
"institutes two or more actions or proceedings 
grounded on the same cause, on the gamble 
that one or the other court would make a fa- 
vorable judgement," he explained. 

Villa-Ignacio deplored the “arrogance” of 
Garcia who apparently filed both petitions on 
the same day. 

He said Garcia was "disrespectfully trifling 
with the administration of justice for, with his 
strategy, he is soliciting the danger of conflicting 
resolutions on the same issue by this honorable 
court and the honorable Sandiganbayan.” 

Villa-Ignacio also challenged Garcia's con- 
tention that the Sandiganbayan had no juris- 
diction over him and that Ombudsman had 
по power to prosecute him. 

He said the anti-graft court had jurisdiction 
over forfeiture cases involving high-ranking 
military officers under the Anti-Graft and Cor- 
rupt Practices Act. 

"The Ombudsman also has the authority to 
investigate cases of unexplained wealth and 
initiate forfeiture proceedings, he said. 

Tn its petition against Rabusa, the Office of the 
Ombudsman said it had determined that a prima 
facie case existed against Rabusa for amassing 
‘huge amounts of money and properties *mani- 
festly out of proportion to his salary during his 
incumbency asa soldier and public officer" 

Included as respondents were Rabusa’s 
wife Debbie and father-in-law Felix Arevalo 
for allegedly acting as "conspirators, con- 
duits, dummies and fronts" of the colonel 

Rabusa tried to explain the dramatic increase. 
in his net worth by saying that from 1993 to 
2001, he had received a P4.1 million inheritance 
and “financial aid from his parents-in-law" 

‘According to the petition, Rabusa declared in 
his Statements of Assets, Liabilities and Net Worth 
P13.5 million in government salaries and income 
from other sources earned from 1990 to 2003. 

He also declared that his wife had received 
a partial inheritance and donations in the 
amount of P4.1 million. 

‘The Ombudsman however said Rabusa's de- 
dared income “is itself highly questionable" 
and his wife's inheritance "has no basis." 

"No evidence is available on record to support. 
the daim thar indeed the respondent and his 
wife received the alleged donations and inheri- 
tance in the stated amounts,” Не petition said. 

Rabusa's SALN also revealed that his total 
personal and family expenses amounted to 
P21 million. 

"The respondent and his family had been 
spending more than what can legitimately be 
sustained by his salary and income from known 
sources," the Ombudsman's petition said. 

{also said that Rabusa failed to sufficiently ex- 
plain the sources of his undeclared investments, 


assets and funds amounting to P43 million. With | 


report from Margaux С. Ortiz and Armand М. 
Nocum 


No extended week 
for construction, 
health workers 


WORKERS in the cónstruction and health in- 
dustries are exempt from the compressed 
work week scheme being promoted by the 
Department of Labor and Employment. 

Labor Assistant Secretary Benedicto Bitonio 
Jr. said workers involved in manual labor, em- 
ployed in hospitals, and exposed to hazardous 
conditions were not covered by the extended 
work days because it could harm their health. 

"We balanced the concerns of workers and 
employers, We need to protect the workers. Pro- 
longed exposure to harmful chemicals or dis- 
ease-causing bacteria in their work places could 
pose health and safety problems for them," Bito- 
nio told the комаға ina phone interview. 

Labor Secretary Patricia Sto. Tomas signed 
the “advisory” encouraging a shorter work 
week for companies to cut on cosis and im- 
prove the productivity of workers. 

He said the DOLE finalized the guidelines 
for the compressed work week scheme on Dec. 
2. Some companies in the electronics industry 
are already implementing the scheme, he said. 
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linked to Makati Shangri-La Hotel 

* Expected completion date, late 2005 


Model units ready for viewing. Monday to Sunday 
at your best appointed time. The Shang Grand 
Tower Sales Office, 4th Avenue corner Rizal Drive, 
Global City, Fort Bonifacio, Taguig. 


For inquiries, please call 
811-1819, 811-0556 or fax 811-0557. 
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Ukraine talks fail to end political crisis 


KIEV—A tentative deal to ease Ukraine’s political crisis 
foundered Tuesday over the opposition’s refusal to en- 
dorse constitutional changes and President Leonid Kuch- 
ma’s rejection of the call to fire his prime minister. 


An initial agreément envisaged 
parliaments simultaneous passage 
of the opposition-demanded elec- 
toral changes to prevent fraud in 
the Dec. 26 presidential election 
rerun between opposition leader 
Viktor Yushchenko and Prime 
ister Viktor Yanukovich, and the 
govemment-pushed constitutional 
reform that would trim presiden- 


tial powers, 

But that deal appeared in jeop- 
ardy after six-hour, European-me- 
diated talks between Yushchenko, 
Yanuikovich and outgoing Presi- 
dent Leonid Kuchma. 

A somber Kuchma told re- 
porters that the parties failed to 
agree on the constitutional reform 
and on the opposition’s push for 


Yanukovich's resignation. 

A conciliatory commission 
will start working tomorrow,” he 
said, expressing hope that it 
‘would “achieve success and solve 
the issues that we failed to solve." 

The compromise agreement 
signed after the talks contained Kuch- 
mas pledge to reshufle the Central 
Eection Commission—a key opposi- 
tion demand—and emphasized the 
need to pass electoral changes to en- 
sure “a fair and transparent vote." 

However, the lack of consensus 
on the constitutional changes 


made the implementation of 
those pledges unlikely. 

On Tuesday, Yushchenko backers 
now in their third straight week of 
protests in a sprawling tent camp in 
downtown Kiev, lashed out at what 
they described as "Kuchmu's plots. 

“We have been peaceful so fa 
said a protester who identified 
himself only as Vyacheslav from 
the city of Rivne, But if Yushchenko 
wants to force Kuchma to concede 
defeat in his attempt to hand pow- 
er to his chosen successor, "we are 
ready” Vyacheslav said—a tacit 


Attack on US consulate shows militants’ capability 


DUBAI—The daring assault on the 
US consulate in western Saudi Ara- 
bia—the first high-profile attack in 
seven months in the kingdom— 
served as a frightening reminder 
that the country still hasa long road 
toeradicating the terror threats that 
have plagued the country for more 
thana year and a half. 

The significance of the attack, 
analysts say, is the target, timing 
and element of surprise, three 
factors that may force a closer 
look at the Saudi government's 
efforts in fighting terror. 

"Here is an American consulate 
that was targeted. Itwas penetrat- 
ed. They managed to go through’ 
the security, which should have 
been as tough and as solid as а 
shield. Itshows that American tar- 
gets in Saudi Arabia, no matter 
how well protected, are vulnera- 
ble to these kind of attacks," said 
Abdul Khaleq Abdulla, an Emi 
rrates-based political analyst. 

The consulate—like all US 
diplomatie buildings and other 
Western compounds in Saudi 
‘Arabia—has been heavily forti- 
fied and guarded since last years 
series of bombings against targets 
housing foreigners, making it one 
of the most protected locations in 
the Red Sea port city of Jeddah. 
Guard posts are located on the 
corners of the compound. А road 


open to civilian traffic runs along 
partof the wall. 

‘The attack appears to be a mes- 
sage from militants that despite 
an aggressive crackdown by Sau- 

uthorities, sleeper cells re- 
main intact and able to launch 
spectacular attacks. 

“This was a very hard target to 
attack, and they pulled it off 
Whether Saudi security forces 
were lax, following their successes 
‘over the past few months, is debat- 
able,” said Diaa Rashwan, a Cairo- 
based expert on Muslim militants, 

In Washington, US state de- 
partment spokesperson Adam 
Егей said security measures at 
the consulate were good enough 
so that most employees were able 
to retreat to safe areas. First, he 
said, the attackers were forced to 
abandon their vehicle when pre- 
vented by security from entering 
the compound; then because of 
“security measures in place” they 
were also unable to penetrate the 
building where the consulate of- 
fices were located. 

“The Marine security guard de- 
tachment and the regional security 
officer assigned to the consulate 
general took defensive measures to 
protect the employees on the com- 
pound at that time, alerting them 
to the attack and moving them to 
safe haven areas," Ereli said. 


Whether or not the attackers 
accomplished their goal, the ana- 
sts said the midday attack will 
certainly boost the morale of ex- 
tremist groups and their sympa- 
thizers and raise questions about 
the effectiveness of the Saudi gov- 
ernments efforts to rein them in. 
"We have seen a drop in terror- 
ism and the violence in Saudi Ara- 
bia, which lends itself to the claim 
that the Saudis were successful, 
that they were doing something 
and they were serious about it. But 
attacks like these are beyond any 
state's control and рш a complete 
and total end to it,” said Abdulla, 
The attack was well received 
on websites with militant links, 
something both Abdulla and 
Rashwan said was expected. 
"Their confidence will be 
boosted, especially after the Sau- 
di government had succeeded in 
the past few months in their 
crackdown. This attack will en- 
courage others to carry out simi- 
lar attacks, and will lift their 
morale after several setbacks. For 
the government, this was a secu- 
rity failure, For the militants, this 
was a military victory" Rashwan 
said. He said it was significant 
that the atrack came after a lull 
and without warning. 
“The Americans usually pro- 
vide warnings of possible terror 


threats. This time, there were 
none,” he said, 

In Washington, Adel al-Jubeir, 
foreign affairs adviser to Crown 
Prince Abdullah, said the govern- 
ment had been at a higher threat 
level because of expectations of 
an attack. 

“We had indications that led us 
to increase the level of alert and 
to beef up security in Jeddah and 
in other areas,” he said. 

‘The series of attacks on Western 
targets in Saudi Arabia started in 
2003, when car bombs targeted 
three compounds housing foreign 
workers in Riyadh. Since then, the 
government has made significant 
efforts to end terrorism in the 
kingdom, notably in an intense 
crackdown on Islamic militant 
cells that has included arresting 
and killing many key militants. It 
has clamped down on charities 
suspected of funneling money to 
terrorists, and initiated а public 
relations campaign to undermine 
support for militants. 

The result seems to have been a 
‘quieting of attacks—until Monday. 

Monday's attack was the first 
high-profile assault since May, 
when 22 people were killed, in- 
cluding 19 foreigners, by mili- 
tants who took over a resort com- 
plex in Khobar and held hostages 
for 25 hours. AP 
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threat that the demonstrators 
could turn to violence. 

Ata barricade blocking the en- 
trance to the Cabinet building, 
Yushchenko's orange-clad backers 
remained determined not to let “a 
single bureaucrat enter" said 
Adam Yanakievich from Kiev. 

“Kuchma and Yanukovych are try- 
ing our patience,” Yanakievych said, 

Oleksandr Zinchenko, a law- 
maker and Yushchenko's campaign 
manager, said prospects of reaching 
compromise in Parliament on Tues- 
day appeared dim. "What sense 


does it make to vote for the political 
reform if we failed to reach agree- 
menton key issues?" he said, 
Zinchenko sald Kuchma was 
refusing to meet the key opposi- 
tion demand to fire Yanukovich, 
and indicated that reshuffling the 
election commission and elec- 
toral changes were also in doubt, 
A similar compromise deal be- 
tween Yushchenkos supporters 
and pro-government lawmakers 
fell apart Saturday, when opposi- 
tion lawmakers refused to endorse 
the constitutional reform. АР 


following an explosion in Jeddah, Saudi Arabia, Monday 
after Islamic militants attacked the heavily guarded US consulate in 
Jeddah with explosives and machine guns. ГА 


Bush insists on Jan. 30 Iraq polls 


SENNHEISER 


BAGHDAD—The presidents of Iraq and the 
United States vowed Monday to stick to the 
Jan, 30 date for landmark elections, despite a 
flare-up of violence that left about 100 dead 
in three days. 

"1 assured the president that it is necessary 
for the Iraqi people to vote on Jan. 30,” said 
US President George W. Bush, speaking to re- 
porters at the White House with interim Iraqi 
President Ghazi al-Yawar at his side. 

Yawar said after their meeting that it was 
unfair to describe the insurgents aiming to de- 
тай the polls as Sunni Muslims, 

‘The rebels “are a mix of people who have 
‘one thing in common: hatred to the Iraqi soci- 
ety and hatred to democracy. People who are 
tying to stop us from having our first elec- 
tions," he said. 

Yawar appealed for international help in 
holding the elections after at least 24 people 
were killed in attacks on Sunday alone and 
about 100 in a three-day period. 

"The killings included five more US marines 
whose deaths in attacks last week in the restive 
province of Al-Anbar, west of Baghdad, were 
‘announced by the US military on Monday. 


‘Three Iraqi national guards were killed and 
11 wounded in a roadside bomb attack close 
to the town of Hilla, south of Baghdad. 

But speaking in Washington with NBC television 
ahead of his talks with Bush, Yawar rejected calls 
that have come from Iraqi political parties and even 
a top UN official for the elections ro be postponed. 

“After reviewing the situation, I think the 
‘worst thing to do is to postpone elections. 
‘This will give a tactical victory to the insur- 
gents, to the forces of darkness. 

“We are asking the United Nations, the 
whole international community, to help us." 

А senior UN official had warned at the 
weekend that elections could not be held in 
the current climate of violence, backing warn- 
ings by Sunni politicians in Iraq. 

‘Lakhdar Brahimi, a special advisor to UN Secre- 
tary General Kofi Annan and until recently UN en- 
хоу in Iraq, said the Jan, 30 vote could only take. 
place "if frst and foremost security improves." 

‘The United States is already planning to 
boost troops numbers in Iraq to 150,000 for 
the elections from the current 138,000, the 
highest number since May 2003 when it de- 
clared an end to major combat in Iraq. AFP 
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at int’l climate confab 


BUENOS AIRES—The United States resisted calls Mon- 
day for talks on the Kyoto Protocol at an international con- 
ference here on climate change, 

Delegates at the UN-sponsored meeting lamented the 
refusal by the United States, as well as China and India, to 
sign the treaty aimed at reducing greenhouse gases. 

"The Kyoto accords, the world's most ambitious and 
complex environmental treaty, legally commit 39 indus- 
trial nations and territories, including Japan and Europe, 
to trim their output of six greenhouse gases, especially 
carbon dioxide, by at least 5.2 percent by 2012, compared 
with 1990 levels. 

Russia's ratification last month gave the protocol the final 
stamp of approval needed to go into force on Feb. 16. 

But the lis of signatories to the International pact does 
not include the United States, China and India—all major 
culprits in rising greenhouse gas emissions. China and In- 
dia produce more greenhouse gasses as their economies 
rapidly grow. 

And the United States, the largest producer of global- 
warming gases, on Monday rejected any change of position. 

Washington's senior climate change negotiator, Harlan 
Watson, called any talk of a post-2012 regime, when Ky- 
ого runs out, “totally premature.’ 

"Economic development is essential for adopting mea- 
sures to address climate change," he said. 

“For the United States, any future treaty should not 
hurt the country's economy and should cover every coun- 
try in the world, including developing nations,” he said, 
US President George W. Bush's administration rejected 
the treaty in 2001. АЕР 


seek Annan's 
resignation 


 WASHINGTON-—More US congres- 
sional Republicans called Monday for 
the resignation of UN Secretary Gen- 
ога Kofî Annan, with one suggesting 
the UN chief should go to jail. 

“Kofi Annan must go,” Republi- 
can Rep. Dan Burton told re- 
porters as he commented on the 
UN's olforood program and 
the billions of dollars former Iraqi 
President Saddam Hussein had 
managed to divert from it. 

Scott Garrett, a Republican from 
Indiana, said the question was 
whether Annan “should be in jai,” 

Vito Fossella of New York said 
"not only should Кой Annan step 
aside because of oil-for-food, but 
for the good of the UN and its abil- 
ity to carry on its missions.” 

Вер, Jeff Flake declined to сай for 
Annan resignation, but said UN co- 
‘operation was needed in the investi- 
gation ofthe ol-for-food program. 

Flake and some of his col- 
leagues have proposed legisla- 
tion that would withhold part of 
UN dues until the world body ful- 
ly cooperates with the probe. AFP 
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Bonibs explode in seven 
Spanish cities; 18 hurt 


‘MADRID—Explosions rattled seven Spanish 
cities following telephone warnings from the 
armed Basque separatist group ЕТА, a resur- 
gence of violence after months of keeping а 
low profile since the deadly Madrid train 
bombings by Muslim militants. 

Officials said ETA chose a highly symbolic. 
day for a fresh show of force Monday's an- 
niversary of Spain's constitution, which estab- 
lished a system of regional autonomy that the 
Basque group rejects. 

‘The nearly simultaneous explosions in cof- 
fee shops, parks and other public places 
slightly injured 18 people. They stretched 
across Spain, with the apparent message that 
ETA can strike wherever it wants—even with 
security forces on high alert because of five 
blasts Friday claimed by ETA. 

“Once again ETA has tried to scare us on a 
special day” Interior Minister Jose Antonio 
‘Alonso said. "But today has to continue to be 
the day of the constitution, not ETAS day” 

"The bombs went off in Valladolid, Leon and 
Santillana del Mar in the north, Avila and Ciudad 


Real in central Spain, Alicante in the east and 
Malaga in the south. They came about an hour af- 
ter two calls from people claiming to represent the 
outlawed group to the Basque newspaper Gara. 

Shortly before midnight another call to Gara 
wamed of a bomb outside the headquarters of 
the conservative, opposition Popular Party. AF 
ter a two-hour search that included a bomb- 
sniffing dog unit, police declared it a false 
alarm, the news agency Efe said. Police had 
sealed off streets around the headquarters, 
evacuated bars and restaurants and closed the 
nearest subway station, the agency said. 

‘Authorities had time to evacuate the places 
mentioned in the earlier calls, although in at 
east two instances the explosions occurred in 
places not referred to by the callers. 

That was the case in the town of Santillana 
del Mar, where 15 people were hurt by shards 
of glass or chunks of wood when a bomb de- 
stroyed a tourist information booth in a park. 
‘Three people were wounded in Ciudad Real 
when а bomb exploded while authorities 
were evacuating a coffee shop. 


The blasts were apparently calculated to 
avoid loss of life. One Basque analyst said this 
showed the constraints ETA faces after the 
March 11 Madrid’ train bombings—which 
killed 191 people—and the ensuing nation- 
wide revulsion over terrorism, 

ETA is blamed for more than 800 deaths 
since the late 1960s, and was initially blamed 
for the March 11 attacks until the government 
acknowledged an Islamic link 

“ЕТА wants to sow fear. It wants to draw at- 
tention, but cannot afford to kill people. 
Thats why they set off bombs the size of a bar 
of chocolate,” said former ETA shember Teo 
Uriarte, who now leads an association work- 
ing for peace in the region. 

Uriarte suggested the bombings- migit 
have been planned by young Basque militants 
acting in ETAs name without specific orders 
from the group's leaders. 

‘Analysis in the Basque region say the groupis 
deeply divided among newer, young members 
eager to keep fighting and older leaders more 
inclined to negotiate an end to the conflict. AP 
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thought about running away from 
the Royal household with her body- 
guard, with whom she fell in love 
about four years into her marriage, 
according to videotape broadcast by 
NBCon Monday. 

“When I was 24, 25, 1 fell deeply 
in love with somebody who worked 
in this environment... I was quite 
happy to give all this up... just to go 
ой and live with him,” she said in 
the videotape, made in 1992 by her 
public speaking coach, foriner actor 
Peter Settelen. 


ried man who was killed in a motor- 
суйе accident in 1987. By the time 
their relationship developed, Diana 
suspected her husband Prince 
Charles was secretly seeing Camilla 
Parker Bowles, a former girlfriend. 

The princess, who was killed in a car 
crash in Paris in 1997, said she believed 
Mannakee had been “bumped off” af- 
tertheirrelationship came to light. 

In the second installment of the 
МВС News special, Diana also talked 
about the breakup of her parents mar- 


NBC sald the object of her affec- 


riage. Her mother left when she was 6 
years old and after hiring a string of 


ing school at the age of nine, leaving 
her craving love and affection. 

‘Of Mannakee she said: "I was like a 
lile girl in front of him the whole time. 
Desperate for praise. was always 
wandering around trying to see him. I 
just wore my heart on my sleeve and 
‘was only happy when he was around.” 

Mannakee was moved from pro- 
tecting Diana and dismissed from 
royal service а few months later. 
Charles informed her of Mannakee's 
death while they were both in a 
limousine heading to a glitzy func- 
tion in Cannes, she said. — Reuters 
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Cali drug kingpin faces 
US court in chains 


MIAMI-—The most powerful drug 
lord ever extradited by Colombia 
appeared chained before a US 
judge on Monday, and his lawyer 
said he would fight US charges he 
ran his multibillion-dollar busi 
ness from a Colombian jail cell. 

Gilberto Rodriguez Orejuela, a 
former boss ofthe Cali cartel once 
considered responsible for 80 
percent of the cocaine smuggled 
into the United States, shuffled 
into court in Miami in shackles, 
sandals and olive green prison 
garb for a rief initial appearance 
before a magistrate. 

Listening to — translators 
through headphones, the gray- 
haired 65-year-old capo gave his 
name and age in Spanish. 

Judge William Turnoff set Dec. 
27 for his arraignment, at which 
he is expected to plead not guilty. 

US prosecutors accuse Ro- 
driguez Orejuela of conspiracy to 
import cocaine by hiding drugs in 


watermelons and vegetables, and 
conspiracy to distribute cocaine. 
‘They accuse him of killing or brib- 
ing witnesses, and conspiracy to 
launder money even after he was 
jailed in Colombia in 1995. 

‘They want the courss to seize 
$2.1 billion in unspecified assets 
they say were the proceeds of the. 
money laundering 

Ina radio interview in Colombia 
recorded before his extradition on 
Friday, the former drug lord said he 
and his brother Miguel had lost 
their fortunes due to legal persecu- 
tion and lawyers fees. 

“Saying the Rodriguez brothers 
are worth millions of dollars is an 
attack on us. I think its one of the 
‘worst types of attacks," he said. 

During the interview he also 
added a new detail to his well- 
known collaboration with authori- 
ties in hunting down his cocaine 
industry rival Pablo Escobar, who 
‘was gunned down on a Medellin 


concrete posts, chlorine cylinders, rooftop in 1993. Reuters 


WORLDBRIEFS 
Saddam's trial to start after polls 


WASHINGTON—ailed iraqi dictator Saddam Hussein will go on trial after 
Iraq's January election, the country’s transportation minister Louei Hatim Sul- 
tan al-Aris sald Monday. "It won't take so long, but it will take place after the 
January election," al-Aris said after participating in a think tank discussion here 
оп Iraq's planned election. Iraqi officials had previously said Saddam's trial 
would open before the scheduled election. Asked what body wil oversee the tri- 
alin Iraq, al-Aris replied: “в a sort of independent institute that was formed 
from lrag) judges... (that) is going to question him." Captured in December 
2003, the former Iraqi strongman is currently in US custody. US officials have 
said 21 investigative judges have been preparing the groundwork for the his- 
toric trial, but that unrest has hampered the collection of evidence. АР 


Karzai to be sworn in as president 
KABUL—Hamid Karzai was to be swom in s Afghanistan's first democrati- 
cally elected president under tight security Tuesday, with senior members of 
the US government hall the Inauguration as a landmark. With Kabul on 
high alert after remnants of the ousted Taliban regime threatened to disrupt 
proceedings, Karzai was set to be sworn in before foreign dignitaries includ- 
ing US Vice President Dick Cheney and Defense Secretary Donald Rums- 
teld. The inauguration at 11:30 (0700 GMT) comes nearly two months after 
46-year-old Karzai won a landslide in an election that passed off without 
major bloodshed, despite threats from the hardline Islamic Taliban to mount 
attacks to derail the vote. Cheney hailed the inauguration as a “great and 
historic moment for the people of Afghanistan" and praised the US role іп 
bringing democracy to the country. 


Cuba releases dissident journalist 
HAVANA—Cuba on Monday released journalist Jorge Olivera, tne seventh 
dissident freed since Nov. 29 from a group of 75 opponents jalled last year 
ina Communist government crackdown. Olvera, sentenced to 18 years, al- 
tributed his release to EU diplomacy and the mobilization of the prisoners’ 
relatives. “Several elements contributed to the liberation of seven dissidents 
these last few days,” Olivera, 43, said a few hours after his release. "There is 
the firm and determined position of the EU and the courageous attitude of 
‘our mothers and wives.” Fourteen of the “Group of 75" dissidents arrested 
in March 2003 have been released since April 2004, Including seven in the 
last aight days who were freed due to health problems. The dissidents had 
been sentenced to between seven and 28 years. “Olvera was released be- 
cause his health is very delicate," sald Elizardo Sanchez Santa Cruz, а 
prominent dissident who heads the Cuban Committee for Human Rights 
‘and National Reconciliation. The committee says Cuba holds more than 300 
political prisoners АР 
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Root causes 


НЕ WORLD knows Oxfam as a development, relief 
and campaigning organization that works with oth- 
ers to find lasting solutions to poverty and suffering 
‘around the world. Right here, in the wake of flood and 
landslides that killed more than a thousand people, Ox- 
fam has sent teams to Real, Infanta and General Nakar in 
Quezon Province where they will spend the next four 
weeks providing immediate relief for 
EDITORIAL approximately 68,000 people. Oxfam 
will assist with water and sanitation re- 
lief while providing materials such as plastic sheeting to 
„improve the living conditions in the evacuation centers 
and homes damaged by the floods and landslides. Айег- 
-wards, it will also provide seeds to farmers, fishnets to 
- fisherfolk, and other basic tools and materials so that peo- 
ple can rebuild their livelihoods. The Oxfam teams will 
also survey the needs of the people they help, including 
water sources and the quality of water to ensure that wa- 
-terborne diseases are prevented from spreading. 

A great deal of the difficult task of helping people help 
themselves is undertaken by groups such as Oxfam, and 
when such groups speak out, people should listen. 

Tn a report released this week, Oxfam focused on the 
decreasing levels of foreign aid money set aside for devel- 
opment NGOs by rich countries. It warns that the UN's 
Millennium Development Goals on poverty reduction are 
being put at risk. It also decries what it perceives to be the 
tendency to attach too many conditions to foreign assis- 
tance, such as spending caps and fiscal targets to foreign 
aid contributions. 

In the same report, Oxfam expressed concern that an- 
ti-terrorism efforts are endangering foreign aid budgets, 
with security concerns taking priority over poverty re- 
duction in dictating where foreign aid funds are spent. 
For example, over the past three years, levels of Ameri- 
can aid to Israel, Egypt, Jordan, Iraq, Turkey and 
Afghanistan have equaled the aid to the rest of the world 

-combined. 

In London, Pakistan President Pervez Musharraf, to- 
gether with British Prime Minister Tony Blair, issued a 
joint statement in which they manifested their devotion 
to the War on Terror, but also said that the war was a 
short-term military approach to the issue. Significantly, 
the two leaders also called for a long-term approach to 
fighting terrorism, which entails attacking the root causes 
of the problem. They agreed that these root causes were 
linked to poverty, deprivation and denial of freedom to 
people. Pakistan's president was more emphatic in an in- 
terview with the BBC: "We are fighting [terrorism] in its 
immediate context, but we are not fighting it in its strate- 
gic, long-term context." 

Musharraf pointedly remarked, “What gives rise to a 
young man or woman to give up her or his life? It is the 
political disputes and we need to resolve them and also il- 
literacy and poverty... These combined are breeding 
grounds of extremism and terrorism.” 

The statements of Oxfam and of the Pakistani president 
are, ina sense, two sides of the same coin. Groups such as 
Oxfam cannot do their work in conflict-ridden areas, and 

„suffer when foreign aid is curtailed to buy bombs instead 
of allocating funds to help people emerge from poverty. 
But prudent leaders who use military methods also real- 
ize that total war cannot be waged forever. Armed might 
is, at best, from the point of view of those engaged in 
statecraft, a delaying operation if the root causes of con- 
flict aren't addressed. 

Hermann Goering uttered the notorious Nazi slogan, 
-“Guns before butter,” which indicates that only a mentali- 
ty that glorifies conquest and demeans humanity thinks 

‘that bullets can do more than growing and sharing food, 
Contentment breeds security, after all. Armed conflict on- 
ly breeds hatred and misery. 

Both Oxfam and Musharraf in a sense have made simi- 

lar criticisms of American policy, which presumes security 
can be the offshoot of waging war. These views from di- 
vergent sources should make Filipinos pause to reflect on 

-our national priorities. The Philippines has been made 
anxious by terrorists and terrorism, but wiser counsel 
says peace and quiet can only be achieved by reducing the 
incidence of poverty, and by educating people and mak- 
ing them healthier. A more peaceful and productive coun- 
try cannot be achieved at the point of a gun. 
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‘THE DEBATE has started again: to ban or not to 
ban all logging, both legal and illegal. As usual 
the debaters are divided berween those who ar- 
gue for a total log ban to save what remains of 
the fast dwindling forests, and those who argue 
that licensed loggers are good because they pro- 
tect the forests from illegal loggers who would 
otherwise denude them. Curiously, among the 
latter are Michael Defensor, the new chief of the 
Department of Environment and Natural Re- 
sources, whose primary concern should be to 
preserve the environment. 

The legal loggers, so goes the latter argu- 
ment parroted by the DENR, cut only mature 
trees, employ forest rangers who guard the 
residual forests and replant the denuded areas. 
Without them guarding the forests, illegal log- 
gers would cut everything arid leave the forests 
destroyed. After them would come the char- 
coal-makers who would cut whatever is left, 
including the seedlings which are easier to 
turn into charcoal, and after them would come 
the slash-and-burn farmers, the kaingineros. 

‘The trouble with this argument is that we 
have had licensed loggers and concessionaires 
and the so-called “sustainable development” 
for decades, but our virgin forests keep getting 
raped at an alarming rate. If licensed conces- 
sionaires are protecting the forests, where are 
they? How come the forests they are supposed 
to protect keep dwindling? And if they are re- 
planting and reforesting, where are these re- 
forested areas? How come denuded forest ar- 
eas are spreading? 

The only "sustainable development" people 
see is the continued growth of the wealth of log- 
ging families. The well-known names in Min- 
danao are the Almendrases, Antoninos and 
Plazas, all of whom have members of the 
younger generation elected to Congress. But the 
mountains of Mindanao are as bald as the head 
of Pugo. What did they do when they still had the 
logging concessions? Did they do any reforesta- 
tion? Where are these reforested areas? 

In short, the theory of “sustainable develop- 


THE VARIOUS TV networks repeatedly men- 
tioned it: how heartwarming it was to see 
people giving cash, goods and services with- 
ош а thought. One station showed a relief 
center full of youth who had volunteered to 
help, packing things and generally putting or- 
der tothe bedlam that is relief centers. 

1 agreed entirely. I had been going го Mt. 
Carmel since last week and seen it too with 
my own eyes. Almost overnight a mountain of 
goods had arisen there from out of nowhere. 
By dint of word of mouth and text messages 
(finally the latter proved immensely useful, 
thank God for small miracles), people con- 
tributed from everywhere: sacks of rice, noo- 
dles, medicine, batteries, cooking pans. The 
back of the church tumed into a veritable 
bazaar. There was a horde of volunteers, too, 
particularly youth who had decided to devote 
their sudden vacation to the pursuit of loftier 
things. There's a time for everything, as Eccle- 
siastes says. There's a time to Ragnarok and а 
time to sew the sacks (of rice). 

Ietrulyis heartwarming, and shows that we 
аге not beyond hope or redemption as a peo- 
ple. It’s always like this every time a disaster 
happens. And as disaster goes, what hap- 
pened to Quezon Province last week is com- 
parable only to the July-August floods of 1972 
and the Mt. Pinatubo eruption of 1991 in 
scale of destruction. For some reason, disas- 
ters seem to bring out the best in us, the direr 
the catastrophe the more heroic our response. 
We rise as one to help others. 

Ive only three suggestions to add to the 
spirit of giving that fills us during these times. 

"The first is that we may do with rediscovering 
the spirit of humility along with it. address that 
particularly to the networks, politicians and 
business associations that like to draw attention 
totheir magnanimity. [find itiritating when TV 
hosts in particular take on the attitude that you 
find in the regular TV shows that offer to ease 
the pain of the needy and afflicted, one that 
half-expects the. beneficiaries to fall on their 
Xnees and kiss the hand of their benefactors in 
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ment” is just that, a theory, and not a practical so- 
lution. Isuspect that it was an idea thought up and 
fed by the loggers to the DENR. The government 
likes the idea because it relieves them of the job of 
guarding and reforesting the mountains. 

In fact, I think that is one reason Defensoris 
defending the legal loggers: he knows his de- 
partment alone cannot do the job it is sup- 
posed to do. There is never enough money or 
personnel for that. And there are always log- 
gers to use as convenient scapegoats whenever 
anything goes wrong, such as the recent land- 
slides and floods that killed hundreds of peo- 
ple and destroyed hundreds of millions of pe- 
sos worth of crops and property. 

The РЕМА is among the most coveted Cabi- 
net positions in the government. So many offi 
cials, environmentalists and non-environmen- 
тайыз alike, have taken tums running it, but no- 
body has been able to make a difference. Forest 
denudation continues at an alarming rate. 

If they cannot do anything to save the 
forests, why do they covet the job? Isit because 
the loggers who make a lot of money from the 
forests are generous to those who cooperate 
with them? And not only loggers but also min- 
ers, quarry operators, commercial fishermen 
and land-grabbers? 

Should we have a total or selective ban on log- 
ging? The answer seems simple: we have had se- 
lective logging for decades and itis obviously a 
failure. lent it time we tried the other method? 

With a total log ban, we would know that 
any log or lumber we see is illegal. Right now, 
we cannot tell the difference between a legally 
cut log and one that has been illegally cut. We 
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eternal gratitude. That expectation being often 
realized in scenes that show precisely that, or at 
least that show the beneficiaries breaking into 
tears and with voices cracking profusely thank- 
ing their benefactors. 

Tm not knocking gratitude. People ought to 
be grateful for being helped. But the givers can 
do as well with being more self-effacing. True 
giving is one where the giver disappears. The 
kind of giving where the giver looms larger than 
life is called PR. True giving is one that allows 
the recipient to cling to his dignity. And in any 
case, the victims in this case aren't all calling for 
charity, some are calling for help to bring them 
back on their feet. One farmer in Dingalan said 
it best: What they needed was seedlings to grow 
things with after they've cleared their fields of 
mud. A woman in Real also said she just needed 
а small amount for a new livelihood; she lost 
her tricycle to the floods. 

But whether the need is for food or 
seedlings, medicine or capital, the enormous- 
ness of those needs must cow us to silence, or 
invisibility, Deacon Mario Van Loon, who's su- 
pervising the work in Mt. Carmel, suggests 
that enormousness when he says it will take at 
least half a year for the affected areas to raise 
themselves by their bootstraps. If there's any 
attitude to take here, it is that however you 
give, you can never give quite enough. 

My second suggestion is for Gloria Macapa- 
gal-Arroyo and other officials to stop saying 
Jet us unite and rise over this. At the very 
least, it is superfluous. All you have to do is go 
to the relief centers to see the spontaneous 
outpouring of sympathy from everyone and 
their sincere desire to help the victims. This 


have to take the word of the owner that it was 
legally acquired. 

In fact, itis common practice now for logging 
concessionalres to cut timber illegally outside 
their concessions and then claim they came 
from their own concessions. The ОЕМА forest 
rangers cannot prove otherwise. And anyway 
they are so poorly paid that it is easy for the log- 
gers to convince them that they have not done 
anything wrong. With a total log ban, this ploy 
will no longer work. A log is illegally cut wher- 
ever it comes from. 

But where will we get wood for construction 
and furniture-making? Do what other coun- 
tries without virgin forests do: import from 
countries foolish enough to cut their own 
forests. Japan imported most of our logs dur- 
ing the heyday of the logging tycoons. 

Ог go into tree farming. The conventional 
wisdom in tree farming in the Philippines is to 
plant either fruit trees or the higher-priced 
hardwood trees for their wood, such as narra, 
kamagong, mahogany, or molave. But these 
are slow-growing trees and take decades to 
grow big enough to be harvested. Before that, 
the farmer's family starves. 

But why not plant fast-growing trees along 
with the hardwoods so they can be harvested 
earlier for the farmer to live on while waiting 
for the more costly hardwood to mature? The 
acacia and giant ipil-ipil cam be harvested in 
five years. What's more, they are self-propagat- 
ing. The pods pop when ripe and spread their 
seeds, which germinate quickly. 

The same is true with the lowly kakawati, or 
madre cacao, which isso easy to propagate. Stick 
а twig into the зой and it grows. That is why we 
see kakawati trees growing in rows along prop- 
елу lines. Their branches were used as posts for 
fencing and then grew into trees. Leave a 
kakawati tree alone in a forest for a few years 
and there would soon be a whole forest of them. 
What's more, ће kakawati bears in great profu- 
sion beautiful pink blossoms that can compare to 
the more famous cherry blossoms of Japan. 


country has never had problems uniting when 
beset by a common threat or affliction. Like 1 
said, disasters bring out the best in us. You do 
mot have to cajole Filipinos to rise above 
themselves during these times. 

‘But more than this, the call is insidious. It is 
premised, like the same call that attended the 
kidnapping of Angelo de la Cruz et al., on for- 
getting who caused the disaster and filling 
our minds only with feel-good thoughts. Why 
on earth would 1 want to unite with the log- 
gers—and the real criminals, to repea 
the legal loggers and пог the 
‘ones—and rise over this with them? It was 
their logs that tumbled down the mountain 
and mangled the children who slept the sleep 
of the innocent, dreaming of Christmas, and 
buried them in the mud. 1 do not want to unite 
with them, I want to haul their asses to court 
and seek justice for the dead. 

My last suggestion is for all of us. There's 
nothing more breathtaking than seeing peo- 
ple tying themselves to a tree and jumping in- 
to the floodwaters to rescue the drowning. 
There's nothing more inspiring than seeing 
the youth toiling day and night in relief cen- 
ters and people everywhere chipping in to 
help the hapless. There's nothing more satis- 
fying than public officials, businessmen and 
the rich of Metro Manila rushing to send 
trucks and choppers and equipment to the af- 
flicted areas to rescue the hungry and dying. 

But why in God's name do we have to wait 
for disasters to do this? Why can't public offi- 
cials and businessmen and the rich simply do 
this by not pillaging the treasury, by paying de- 
cent wages and distributing goods through 
land and asset reform? Why can’t we rise to 
heights of selflessness, or show an ardent de- 
sire to help others, or serve the people, as the 
activists put it, other than through relief opera- 
tions? Why can't we tie ourselves to a tree or 
post and throw the other end to a country that 
is being swept away by the rampaging waters? 

"There's one other property of giving. Like 
God, it has no beginning and it has no end, 


WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 8, 2004 


~ PHILIPPINE DAILYANQUIRER =- 


OPINION — 


Wonderful people, awful gov't 


"HOW does such a wonderful people wind up 
with such an awful government?" a reporter 
asked me recently. 

T told him I didn't know, АП the academic and 
ideological reasons offered to explain the contra- 
diction falter once the Philippines is compared 
with its neighbors, Several Southeast and South 
Asian countries are as corrupt, colonized, religion- 
ridden, disaster-prone and violent as the Philip- 
pines, maybe more so, but still they progress, at 
least economically The Philippines doesn't. 

‘The ordinary people, the Metro Manila urban 
poor among them, are nearly as bad off now as 
they were in the mid 1960s, and yet they keep on 
organizing to work for а fairer deal from society. 
"They are still hardworking, courteous, good-hu- 
mored, welcoming and hopeful. Signs of all these 
were seen during the tecent typhoons, and not 
only in Manila. 

‘There are other signs, however, that their 
hopefulness is fading. Barbara Ward warned long 
ago that the world's quickest vanishing resource 
was the patience of the poor. 

Since the mid-1960s we have had a dictator- 
ship, a rebirth of democracy under President Cora- 
топ Aquino, a technocratic government under 
President Fidel V Ramos, a long bad drama with 
President Joseph Estrada and what might be called 
"dri" under the present administration. Despite 
the various forms it has taken, the government has 
scarcely made any difference for the poor. Neither 
has the largest Christian population in Asia had the 
moral impact that might be expected. 

Reform efforts continue, but we should re- 
member past efforts and how they fared. Present 
proposals for reform, for example, those outlined 
by Randy David in his column "Alternatives to а 
dysfunctional society” last Nov. 28, are pretty 
much the same as those that were tried and failed 
їп the past, namely, authoritarian government 
(proposed by Washington SyCip), popular upris- 
ing (by E Sionil Jose) and elite-dominated reform 
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movements (by David himself). 

Jt seems impossible to know for sure where to 
‘go until we answer the question raised in the first 
paragraph of this article and the answer is tested 
against the experience of other Asian countries. 
My own belief is that the answer to our problems 
will be quite different from those of other coun- 
tries. Maybe since our elite has failed us, the an- 
swer must be to complement their influence with 
another social force: the ordinary poor people. 
But we must act. 

What direction to take? Why not, as Robert 
Frost wrote in another content, choose the less 
traveled road? 

Ishall be telling this with a sigh 

Somewhere ages and ages hence: 

Two roads diverged in the wood, and 1, 

took the one less travelled 

And that has made all the difference. 

Maybe what is needed is an all-out effort to or- 
ganize the poor into mass-based, democratic and 
non-violent people's organizations that can pur- 
sue their own goals in society, and muster enough 
people's participation to effectively influence the 
decisions that affect their lives. The people's or- 
ganizations can be religion-inspired or other- 
wise, large or small, credit unions, labor unions, 
cooperatives, peasants’ associations, urban poor 
groups, fishermen’s associations, indigenous 
people's associations, homeowners’ groups, etc. 
as long as the goals are set by the people and they 
have an understanding of people power and its 
role in transforming society from the bottom up. 


Such an approach has never been undertaken 
wholeheartedly by reform-minded people. 

At a recent workshop of NGO partners of 
the Canadian Catholic Organization for De- 
velopment and Peace, ће NGOs summarized 
all the problems they encountered in their 
‘work into four overall problems and found 
that to solve them, the main hope was orga- 
nized political, social and economic pressure 
by the country's poor on the elite that now 
controls all decision-making. 

‘The first of the four problem areas was “unbal- 
anced use of natural resources," including among 
other matters land-grabbing, abusive mining and 
logging and exclusion of the rural and urban poor 
from land. The use of the country’s resources is 
not “fair to all” as the Rotary signsdemand. 

The second problem was “fragile democra- 
cy" including militarization; corruption, elite 
control of government, unfair labor laws and 
other injustices. $ 

‘The third area was called “homogenization of 
culture,” for want of a better name. It concerns 
the current trend of mostly Western alien cultures 
to swamp the national cultures. 

‘The fourth and final area concerned interna- 
tional free trade and the World Trade Organiza- 
tion. This concern was illustrated by the very real 
fear of the country's three million rice farmers 
that unlimited rice imports in the coming year 
will destroy their livelihood. They know the gov- 
ernment is asking the WTO for a delay in the lift- 
ing of import controls, but they doubt itis making 
a truly all-out effort. There are few rich and influ- 
ential players in rice production. 

Maybe the country that made people power 
world famous at Edsa I will show that people 
power cannot only oust the bad groups, but bring 
in good ones which will take the goals of the poor 
as their own goals. 


Denis Murphy works with the Urban Poor Associates. 


The heart of Morocco 


'FEZ—Driving in from the southeast, down from 
the Atlas Mountains, one enters this former royal 
capital through the “new towns," or as the former 
French colonizers put it, the “villes nouvelles." 
‘These are typical suburbs, with wide roads, gated 
‘communities, lively commercial areas in modern 
dress. 

But the real heart of the city, and indeed, the 
“symbolic heart of Morocco” is the medina, the 
old walled city that lies ina valley. 

The major Moroccan cities were all built 
around such old walled cities, а cluster of build- 
ings, shops and houses protected by massive thick 
earthen and clay walls, all of which are pierced by 
holes which, so our reliable guide Aziz claims, 
were used both to look out for approaching 
strangers as well as to speed up the drying pro- 
cess of the clay walls. 

Still, the old medina of Fez is widely regarded 
as the most magnificent of these walled cities. tis 
опе of the “largest living medieval cities in the 
world,” marked for preservation by the Unesco as 
one of the world’s greatest treasures. 

‘And indeed what a treasure of a living city it ist 
Walking through its narrow passageways and cob- 
bled streets, one's senses are assaulted by а bewil- 
dering array of sights, sounds, smells—the aroma 
of spices mingling with the tang of freshly picked 
‘oranges, bright woven scarves, jellabahs and caf- 
tans waving in the wind alongside raw cuts of beef 
and mutton, slabs of pink and lemon yellow 
mougats, studded with almonds and pistachios, 
alongside lamps and intricately carved candles. 

Itseems everything created by human hands and 
nature as well, save for crass appliances and cars, 
are sold here. One member of our group yelled in 
astonishment as he passed a small wooden shop: 
“Hey, they sell violins in there!” A university profes- 
sor ducked into a store to buy a Berber drum for his 
9-year-old grandson. 1 had set ош on a mission to 
buy dates and walnuts for my husband, and came. 
upon a shop selling such a wide variety of dates I 
had to taste each one of them, of course! 

ONE never knew what would be coming from 
the nearest corner. Rounding the bend, one 
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might suddenly confront a donkey dragging 
along a loaded cart, the only form of trans- 
portation allowed within the medina. While 
walking, one kept one’s ears peeled for shouts 
of "Atencion! Atencion!" a signal to quickly 
stand off to the side unless one wished to be 
trampled on by a smelly donkey or a heavy 
wheelbarrow. 

‘Turning into а corner, we were startled by a 
construction worker in a bright yellow rain- 
coat, а pickaxe slung over his shoulder. We 
saw schoolchildren coming from or just going 
to school, old men in tattered jellabahs and 
filthy turbans, touts and amateur “guides” in 
leather jackets and jeans, and most incredibly, 
a young girl of about 6 with a pink backpack, 
strolling along with us as she sang to herself, 
smiling about secrets only she knew, then 
turning into a narrow alley and entering 
through a wooden doorway. 

Some 200,000 people still call the medina of 
Fez home— "too many for a city that needs pre- 
serving," commented Aziz. And for them, it is 
a real neighborhood and not just an exotic 
showcase or relic of the past. 

‘Aziz, who was born and grew up in the med- 
ina of Fez, though his family has since moved 
out to the new villages, brought us to a neigh- 
borhood baker, to whom families brought 
loaves of unbaked bread and picked up the 
warm, baked loaves after 30 minutes or so. In 
the few minutes that we stood in the doorway, 
about six people arrived with wooden trays 
bearing pale dough shaped into the customary 
round loaves and covered with towels. Some 
bore markings to tell the baker to whom they 


belonged. “No problem," said Aziz, “even if a 
loaf comes without markings, the baker knows 
to whom it belongs." 

THE NEIGHBORHOOD baker is a trusted person 
in the neighborhood, and one who knows, just by 
counting the number of loaves one brings, how 
many people there are in the family, and if one is 
expecting visitors. The baker is also the local cen- 
terof information, and if one is looking for a resi- 
dent, one goes to the baker for his or her address, 
not to the police station. 

A visitor can never know, judging from the out- 
side with its narrow alleys, high walls sometimes. 
topped with reed coverings, and imposing wood- 
en doors, what lies behind this secretive exterior. 

‘After winding our way down through the cob- 
bled alleys, we tumed into а small courtyard 
guarded by a wrought iron gate and entered into 
a larger and truly beautiful inner courtyard with a 

nt fountain inthe center, planted with fra- 
‘grant roses and strewn with rose petals. 

We were at the Palais Menebhi, the former resi- 
dence of a prominent medina resident who had 
served as finance minister to two kings. The 
Menebhi family later sold the palace го а wealthy 
businessman who decided to convert it into a tea- 
house and restaurant (upon the urging of tourism 
officials) and open it to the public. The Palais 
Menebhi is decorated in typical Moroccan fash- 
ion, using the usual elements of tile mosaic, cedar 
and stucco “worked in place,” that is carved on 
site in intricate and delicate filigree patterns. 

Inthe dining room, seated on low-slung couch- 
es and low chairs, we rested our weary feet and 
feasted on Moroccan fare, the most outstanding 
of which, 1 must say, was а tajine of lamb an 
prunes. The meat was so tender, with the prunes 
lending a piquant note of sweetness, that 1 ate 
more than was properly my share. So full was 1 
that 1 had no more room for the next dish, a more. 
traditional tajine of chicken and vegetables on a 
bed of couscous. 

Fortified, we set out once more for the alleys 
and backways, shops and factories, sights, sounds 
and aromas ofthe magnificent medina of Fez. 


Dressing for the tropics 


ETHEL Colquhoun is a name familiar to the 
strange birds who frequent places like the Lopez 
Memorial Museum, the National Library, the UP 
Main Library ог the Rizal Library of the Ateneo. 
Her Book Two on their travels (London, 1902) is 
just one of many travel accounts on the Philip- 
pines available to researchers or plain interested 
readers. 

Unlike other authors who narrate their trips 
"around the world," Colquhoun is different because 
she is a woman. Most travel books are writen by 
men and it is fascinating to see the world from a dif- 
ferent angle, She was also an amateur artist and 
captured what she saw in delightful pen and ink 
drawings and some watercolors reproduced in col- 
ог One wonders where the original notebooks or 
sketchbooks are today because those images made 
at the tum of the last century have now attained 
some historical or anthropological value. 

Last weekend, a friend and I were browsing at 
the Samsonite shop in Glorietta, looking at a wide 
array of luggage and wondering how sturdy these 
had to be in order to take the beating of modern 
air travel (and of course, rough careless baggage 
handlers and thieves in foreign airports). іп the 
дау when people traveled by sea and train, they 
had trunks that came complete with drawers and 


hangers. They were like portable cabinets and. 


definitely weighed more than the 20 kilos al- 
lowed for economy passengers. These wouldn’t 
fit in the overhead bins of planes and would be 
declared "oversized" today. 

‘Travel in the past seemed such an adventure, 
requiring real planning, unlike today when you 
сап get а discounted tour package, Пу and be as- 
sured of hotels and transfers, 

Colquhoun traveled in Southern Philippines, 
visiting Sulu, Dapitan, Cagayan, Misamis and 
other places that wouldn't be in a tour package 
today. Come to think of it, foreign governments 
these days advise their citizens to avoid Min- 
danao altogether, Thus, it was a delight to read 
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her impressions of the country at the time. 

Surely, the Philippine climate has not changed 
much in a century, although my father claims it 
was cooler before the war. I attribute this to glob- 
al warming and his imagination. Colquhoun and. 
her husband wanted to know what to wear in the 
tropics and couldn't think of anything aside from 
a wide sun hat. 

It seems they brought a number of trunks that 
eventually got lost, just as luggage gets waylaid 
today. This is what she recommended that wom- 
en bring on a trip to the tropics: 

“Take for evening weer,..the thinnest black 
gown you сап get with long sleeves. not very tight. 
The reason is that one's arms ger mosquito-bitten 
and that long gloves are out of the question in the 
heat. It is better to have the dress black because if 
you are seasick and your Chinese servant or your 
husband packs for you, he will probably put the 
stuff you shine your patent shoes with on the top, 
and it will break and intimidate the whole trunk. 
Boot-blacking smells nasty but doesn't show much 
on black silk. Don't take fine muslins or coloured 
conons, except for special occasions. Don't have 
collars to your frocks, and don't take Paris hats. All 
these things are a weariness to the flesh.” 

Reading the above made me grateful for modern 
conveniences like mosquito repellent (with mois- 
turizer if you want) and, of course, Tupperware 
and Ziplock bags to contain spills in the luggage. 

Like most men, Colquhoun's husband advised 
her to travel light and just buy clorhes along the 
way. There was not much she wanted in many 


stops and was promised that Manila shopping 
‘would make up for all the disappointment. One 
did not really need formal clothes since the 
chances of being invited to a wedding or state 
dinner were quite slim. So, more on what to bring 
to the tropics: 

“(1) А warm coat and skirt—serge for prefer- 
ence—rain proofed. (2) An unlined alpaca coat 
and a couple of skins. (3) Quantities of white 
cambric and silk blouses, and plenty of linen 
skirts. (4) Some dark-coloured cambric and silk 
blouses to match coats and skirts. (5) Some loose 
wrappers of nun's-veiling. (6) A Panama straw 
hat, and a burnt straw shape, with one or two 
made-up ‘trimmings.’ (7) A couple of evening 
frocks, say, one coloured and one black, as de- 
scribed above. A high silk bodice to one of these 
(unlined) will do duty as an afternoon gown. 

"With these as foundation, you can count on 
being neatly and comfortable attired under al- 
most any circumstances—unless, of course, you 
are going to attend race-meetings or vice-regal 
garden parties.” 

These days, we have wash and wear, drip-dry 
clothes. We have the convenience of washing ma- 
chines and Laundromats, but in those days one 
really needed laundry and pressing service. 

Maybe Colquhoun was just concerned with 
what to wear socially, but the Spartan list above 
doesn't mention underwear and sports clothes 
Опе wonders what excess things she took in her 
trunks that got lost. The above list in itself is a 
useless bit of trivial data, but when one uses it to 
compare and contrast what was fashionable and 
basic a century ago with our own times, it is an 
exercise in historical reflection and imagination. 
It aids us in trying to piece together what the 
Philippines was like at the time. 

From what she wrote in her book, Colquhoun 
seems to have enjoyed her stay inthe Philippines. 


Comments are welcome at aocampo@ateneo.edtt 
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Taxing virtues, 
subsidizing vices 


MONDAY'S хотел featured a full-page open letter to our 
Senate with most impressive signatories: former National 
Economic and Development Authority (Neda) Secretary 
Solita Collas-Monsod and several former finance secretaries: 
Vicente R. Jayme, Jesus Р Estanislao, Roberto de Ocampo, 
Ernest Leung. 

The gist of the letter was simple: bite the bullet and push 
through with the in- 
creases in cigarette 
taxes. The letter was 
written in response 
to Congress reluc- 
tance to support the 
Enrile ВШ (Senate 
ВШ 1815), itself а 
compromise around 
the heavily contest- 
ей proposal to increase so-called "sin taxes" on cigarettes 
and alcohol, 

The rationale behind sin taxes is that practices such as 
smoking end drinking should be taxed more heavily because 
they have social consequences, costs which are passed on to 
taxpayers. Congress’ snail's pace in dealing with sin taxes 
опсе again shows our distorted priorities, and which can be 
summarized as taxing virtues and subsidizing vices. Since 
much has been said about the sin taxes, including Monsod's 
incisive column about three weeks ago summarizing the rea- 
sons we need to hike the tobacco taxes, 'm going to concen- 
trate instead on the matter of “virtue taxes." 

Promoting illiteracy 

For starters, Г suggest our former finance secretaries 
Jook into the Department of Finance's refusal to reconsider a 
plan to tax the sale, importation, printing and publication of 
books. The book trade has been exempted from the 10-per- 
cent value-added tax (VAT) but the finance people now want 
to lift the exemption, despite protests from the Philippine 
Educational Publishers’ Association and the Catholic Educa- 
tional Association of the Philippines. 

Currently, Filipinos read far less than many of our Asian 
neighbors, There are many reasons for his, but the high cost of 
books is certainly the main obstacle to reading. Just look at the 
enthusiastic crowds at our book fairs, people of all ages brows- 
ing but many unable to buy because of the high prices. If cur- 
rent prices of books already seem astronomical, an additional 
10-percent tax will send book sales plummeting even more 
rapidly. 1 wouldn't mind if the taxes are plowed back into de- 
veloping a local book industry but that isn't happening either. 

Allaround us, our neighbors have actually reduced import 
taxes on books to encourage their citizens to read more. Not 
only that, in Indonesia, Thailand and China, they've poured 
in money to translate as many books as possible. For all the 
international publicity around censorship in China, you'd be 
surprised at all the books they ve been translating: from pon- 
derous French philosophers to management gurus like Cov- 
еу. Likewise, when I go to India, I go crazy running through 
their bookstores because they reprint, through special ar- 
rangements with the publishers, all the latest books. 

We will pay for this neglect of books. Just think of the next 
generation of Filipino semi-literates teaching in our schools 
and writing textbooks far worse than the ones exposed re- 
cently. I predict, too, that we will lose out to our book-read- 
ing neighbors in the globalized intemational economy. Its 
пос surprising we end up exporting Filipinos mainly to do 
mechanical work, rather than capturing a greater share of 
segments of the outsourcing market—software develop- 
ment, for example—where critical thinking skills are essen- 
tial, skills honed from reading. 

Penalizing hard work 

Let's move to another example of ‘virtue taxes.” * 

Т have been getting complaints from tiangge vendors 
about the Bureau of Internal Revenue visiting and checking 
if they are issuing receipts. 1 know these vendors are making 
money but it's not like they're raking in millions. Many of 
them come from outside Manila, investing in transportation 
costs and using their Sundays to bring in extra income, some 
with homegrown vegetables and home-cooked products. 

The government seems to go out of its way to tax en- 
trepreneurship. I's not just the small businesses that are 
timized. One reason for our economic stagnation is that we 
have a very low savings rate. But I'm not surprised 
here—people aren't strongly motivated to save because in- 
terest rates are so low and because the government imposes 
a 15-percent withholding tax on those tiny savings. 

It just doesn't make sense, the way the government taxes 
frugality and small-business people trying to make an honest 
living, while corporate tax evaders go scot-free, while we 
postpone sin taxes, 

Wages ofsin 

Let me get personal here as we move back to the sin taxes. 
1used to be a heavy smoker. How heavy was heavy? Here in 
the Philippines there were three-pack days, but overseas, Г 
sometimes survive on one pack. Cigarette prices in the 
Philippines were, and still are, among the cheapest in the 
‘world, thanks to low taxes. 

The same applies to alcohol. 1 enjoy my beer and 1 know 
that theres always a greater temptation to binge on a night 
out in Manila because alcoholic drinks are far too cheap here. 

Sin taxes can help moderate consumption of cigarettes 
and alcohol, even as it generates government revenues. Yet 
we seem so reluctant to work on the sin taxes, Pardon the re- 
ligious metaphors, but society will reap the wages of sin, if 
ме continue to act so slowly. We hear propagandists for the 
tobacco firms arguing that impoverished tobacco farmers in 
Ilocos stand to lose from the proposed hike in sin taxes. But 
are they aware that diseases caused by alcohol and tobacco 
have consistently ranked among the leading causes of death 
in the Philippines? 

‘Tobacco use isn't just linked to cancer but also heart dis- 
eases and chronic obstructive pulmonary diseases (asthma, 
bronchitis and emphysema). Much less has been said about 
the problems around alcohol abuse but liver disease—much 
of which is associated with alcoholism—now ranks 13th as a 
cause of death. We also don’t talk enough about social prob- 
Jems around alcohol dependency, from work absenteeism to 
domestic violence, 

We have to reduce our subsidies on vices. Lets push 
through with the sin taxes and allocate part of the revenues 
to public health programs. And yes, let's use part of it to de- 
velop alternative livelihoods for tobacco farmers. 

А final word here: The government should rethink the 
cost-effectiveness of its tax strategy. It just doesn't make sense 
that the government is rushing to impose VAT on books to 
generate P272 million while dragging its feet on the sin taxes, 
Which could bring in P11.3 billion. As for cracking the whip to 
collect taxes on small businesses" Christmas sales, amid gov- 
ernment neglect of social services, the environment, the 
economy—why does the word “extortion” come to my mind? 
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Offshoot of corruption 


FIRST, the Philippine Atmospheric, Geo- 
physical and Astronomical Services Ad- 
ministration (Pagasa) was caught sleep- 
ing on ts job. 

Second, blaming the “illegal loggers” 
for floods and landslides is partly cor- 
rect. But—Question No. 1—why were 
they not stopped? But then the illegal 
loggers are not the only ones guilty of 
denuding our mountains. The "legal 
loggers" did mostof the cutting of trees. 
And they were supposed to replant a 
tree or even two trees for every tree they 
cut. Question No. 2: Why are our moun- 


tains now bare? 

The answer to both questions is that 
the Department of Environment and Nat- 
ural Resources, which is mandated by law 
to protect our natural resources forests 
being one of them—was busy coddling 
the illegal and legal loggers these past 
decades. The floods, landslides, mud- 
flows and devastation that we again expe- 
rienced last November are an offshoot of 
government corruption and public indif- 
ference. 

The government must do some- 
thing concrete to prevent more disas- 
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ters from happening again and to 

save thousands of Filipinos from dy- 

ing and being rendered homeless. But 

first, heads should roll at Pagasa and 
the DENR. 

—CARMELO S. DOROTHEO, 

4548 Clover Rd, 

Sun Valley Subd., 

Parafiaque City 
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Missed issues in Apec summit 


‘THIS year's Asia-Pacific Economic Cooper- 
ation summit, which was held in Chile last 
Now 20, tackled a different agenda. Unlike 
in their previous meetings, when the раг- 
ticipants sought global tariff reductions 
and ways to boost trade, the world leaders 
opted to discuss anti-terrorism plans. US 
President George W. Bush took advantage 
of the gathering to win international sup- 
port for the war on Iraq that he initiated. 
The Арес summit should have been 
used to discuss strictly economic issues. It 
could have discussed on how to respond 
to the oil price hikes, or how to compen- 
sate for the lost jobs of foreign remit- 


tance-dependent countries (ours includ- 
ed), ог to come up with solutions to the 
waning tourism problems, all brought 
about ironically by the Iraq war. 

Our country needs to improve its foreign 
policies because of the economic crisis 
were facing. This country doesn't have the 
luxary of deviating from economic issues to 
back up President Bush's antiterrorism 
campaign. After all, poverty has been the 
persistent, top terrorist in our country 

—MARIAN VISCO, 

De LaSalle University, 
тай Avenue, Manila, 
meghenyo@yahoo.com 


Why doesn’t UP offer 
law graduate program? 


SINCE its inception, the University of the 
Philippines has been looked upon as the 
benchmark of higher education in the Philip- 
pines. In particular, the UP College of Law has 
been considered as the premier institution for 
the study of law and the primary resource for 
the legal development of our nation. 

A review of the roster of alumni of the Col- 
lege of Law would point to the most prominent 
of legal luminaries, high officials in the gov- 
emment service and leaders in private enter- 
prises. The academic heritage of the College of 
Law isa bedrock of leadership. 

‘As mandated, the integrated UP Law Com- 
plex “shall be dedicated to teaching, research, 
training, information and legal extension ser- 
vice to ensure a just society It shall always be re- 
sponsive to the challenges of social change, and 
shall be relevant to the growing legal and other 
law-related needs of the Filipino people." 

A graduate program in the UP College of 
Law leading to the Master of Laws degree was 
established some decades ago. Unfortunately, 
UP no longer offers the program at present. 

Оп Aug. 11, 2004, the Philippine Judicial 
Academy and San Beda College formally 
agreed to enter into a consortium to promote 
masteral law studies. The agreement opened 
the path for the courses offered by the Philja’ 
toward the completion of the degree of Master 
of Laws to be conferred by San Beda College. 

‘The Pamantasan ng Lungsod ng Maynila of- 
fers a master's degree in law (LL.M.). The Uni- 
versity of Sto. Tomas has also been offering an 
LL.M. degree. 

Tt is thus disappointing to note that the UP 
College of Law does not have at present а grad- 
uate program leading to the LL.M. degree. 

As the premier institution for the study of law 
in the Philippines and the primary resource for 
the legal development of our nation, the UP 
College of Law and the UP Law Complex can 
and should properly be at the forefront of the 
academic development of the legal profession. 

It is imperative that the UP College of Law 
establish a Master of Laws program as soon as 
possible. 

LEONARD DE VERA, 

executive vice president, UP Law alumnus, 
vice chair, Board of Governors, 
Integrated Bar ofthe Philippines, 

18. Vargas Ave., 

Ortigas Center, Pasig City 


Aglipay’s clarification 
on slain journalists 


WE wish to clarify some points in the news 
item titled "Intl journalist group assails govt 
inability to stop murders." (PDI, 12/04/04) 

Police Director General Edgar B. Aglipay 
said the Philippine National Police has no in- 
tention of putting the blame for the killing of 
journalists on the slain journalists themselves, 
or that itis putting forward ad hoc solutions to 
the problem, He said the various proposals to 
stop the rash of killings of journalists—from 
the implementation of the national identifica- 
tion system to arming media people facing 
death threats—were made “in good faith.” 

Aglipay has assured that police investigators 
are on their toes and making significant 
progress in solving the killings of journalists. OF 
the eight “media” killings since Aug. 23, the day 
he took over as PNP chief, five have already 
been solved with the appropriate charges filed 
їп court against the suspects, The other killings 
that happened before that date are also the sub- 
ject of continuing investigations by field units as 
а priority of his administration. 

The five cases (of Herson Genolan, Gene 
Boyd Lumawag, Ее Sablas, Jose Luis Vil- 
lanueva, Christopher Misajon) are proof that 
the PNP has not been remiss in its job of going 
after the killers of journalists. 

The PNP chief has urged the public and the 
media to provide information that could lead to 
the solution of the other cases. He also said that 
while the wheels of justice may be perceived by 
media groups as moving too slow, the fact is 
that the PNP is doing its job, investigating all 
cases and ensuring an air-tight case against the 
suspects who are already in custody. 

‘The PNP chief said he welcomes any con- 
structive dialogue with media groups, local or 
international, to find a workable solution to 
the problem, particularly, in the rural areas. 

LEOPOLDO N. BATAOIL, 
police senior superintendent, 
spokesperson, 

Philippine National Police 
Public Information Office 
Camp Crame, Quezon City 1111 


nito, sa dati mong binibili, At ang dating hindi madaling madurog, mabilis magkadurog- 


durog. Ang pekeng gamot, hindi BFAD-registered, Kaya bumili lang sa licensed drugstores, 
Hingin ang lot number at expiration date ng binili n'yong gamot. Dahil pag peke ang 
gamot, di eepekto, Wa epek! Pera mo, mauuwi lang sd wala, at pati ikaw, baka mawala! 
FOR PROOF, ITAGO ANG GAMOT AT RESIBO. ITAWAG SA TOLL-FREE 1-800-10-FAKEMED(3253633), 
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Aplastic Santa Claus figure swings from a tree as two policemen sit in a parkin Davao 
City. Preparations for the holiday season are in full swing in many places. 


DPWH to send heavy equipment 
to devastated areas in Quezon 


LUCENA CITY—The Department of Public 
Works and Highways is all set to start the mas- 


sive reconstruction of the road 5) 
calamity-stricken areas of northern 
perhaps the biggest road rehabilit 
dercaking in recent memory. 


Bonifacio Seguit, DPWH director for South- 


em Tagalog, led the DPWH officials 


ring with Armed Forces of the Philippines offi- 
cials in the military's Southem Luzon Unified 
Command on how to bring the fleet of heavy 
equipment to northern Quezon, particularly in. 
the devastated 20-kilometer portion of the 


road before reaching Real town, 


“The reconstruction and clearing of the 
road along Real-Gen. Nakar-Infanta area, in- 


cluding the Infanta poblacion, is mu 


than the job that awaits us in the destroyed 


road before Real town," Seguit said. 
Не said the problem facing the бері 


heavy equipment is how to bring them to the area. 


Only the ships that will carry the 


ystem in 
Quezon, 
ation un- 


heavy equipment to be used in the Real-Infan- 
ta-Gen. Nakar area could use the Real Port, 
the DPWH official said. 

According to Seguit, the equipment that 
will be used in the rehabilitation of destroyed. 


bridges and roads will have to be disem- 


in confer- 


barked in the target area. 

He said the pieces of heavy equipment tobe 
dispatched in the area could not use Real Port 
as entry point because the roads leading to 
the target area are also destroyed. 

Seguit met with Maj. Gen. Pedro Cabuay, 
Solcom chief, officials of the Office of the Civil 


Defense and officials of the Provincial Disas- 


ich easier 


in Barangay Capalong in Real. 


loyment of 


е fleet of 


2 Pangasinan mayors see 
need for family planning 


LINGAYEN, Pangasinan—While 
the national government is still 
ambivalent about population 
control, two mayors in eastern 
Pangasinan have seen the need 
for family planning and asked the 
provineial population and health 
offices to conduct tubal ligation 
among women in their towns. 

San Manuel Mayor Salvador 
Perez even gave a half sack of rice 
and a bag of groceries to women 
who underwent the permanent 
family planning method on Nov. 
25. 

Asuncion Tuvera, San Manuel 
health officer, said Perez promised 
to give the women goats in Jan- 
тагу as part of the livelihood pro- 
gram he had initiated for them. 

‘Twenty-nine women, aged 22 
to 27 and who have two to seven 
children each, underwent bilater- 
al tubal ligation procedure con- 
ducted by the Voluntary Steriliza- 
tion Itinerant Team (VSIT) at the 
San Manuel infirmary last month, 

The VSIT was composed of 
doctors, nurses and staff of the 
provincial population office and 
the provincial health office. 

Tavera sald Perez earlier asked 
the municipal health office to 
conduct an information cam- 


хм 


paign on family planning meth- 
ods among residents of the reset- 
dement area in Mangaan Village. 

Families displaced by the con- 
struction of the San Roque multi- 
purpose dam live in the area. 

In Asingan town, Mayor Guiller- 
mo Piso also asked the VSIT to con- 
duct tubal ligation in his area be- 
cause many barangay chairs had 
been asking him for money every 
time a resident went through vol- 
untary sterilization services. 

Some 30 women underwent the 
procedure at the Asingan Medicare 
Hospital оп Nov. 18, The youngest 
patient was 24 years old (with two 
children), while the oldest was 41 
years old (with seven children). 

The VSIT reached 125 other 
women who underwent the pro- 
cedure at the Dasol Community 
Hospital (20 women), Bolinao 
Medicare Hospital (31), Eastern 
Pangasinan District Hospital (49) 
and the Mangatarem District 
Hospital (25). 

But the team, which was sup- 
posed to provide voluntary steril- 
ization services to men, has yet to 
serve а single male patient, a 
member of the team said. Yolan- 
da Sotelo-Fuertes, PDI Northern 
Luzon Bureau 


ter Coordinating Council led by Henry Buzar 
yesterday morning in Camp Nakar. 

The group planned to use. 
of the Philippine Long Distance Telephone Co. 


he old compound 


It was leamed that the PLDT facility in the area 
has а docking area, aside from two helipads. 
Delfin Mallari Jr, PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 
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Illegal logging area 
found in Quezon park 


LUCENA CITY—As the evil and deadly effects of illegal logging 
were still visible all over northern Quezon, village officials in 
Barangay Malicboy in Pagbilao town discovered a new illegal 


logging area inside the Quezon 


Lawyer Asis Perez, director of 
‘Tanggol Kalikasan-Southern Tagalog, 
an environmental legal defense cen- 
ter, said the village officials went to 
his office Monday morning and re- 
ported to him their discovery. 

“Iwas told that at least 30 pieces of 
huge freshly cut hardwood tree 
species were discovered inside the 
national park," Perez told the Ingum- 
та, "More fallen trees have yet to be 
discovered because of heavy rains.” 

He said the barangay officials de- 
cided to report their finding to his of- 
fice “because they suspected that 
park officials were involved in the il- 
legal cutting." 


Arms + 

Perez said they also Suspected that 
"volunteer flagmen”. manning the 
zigzag road even in the dead of night 
were also involved as lookouts. 

Efforts to stop illegal logging led to 
proposals to arm forest rangers, which 
ап environment official opposed. 

The head of the Department of En- 
vironment and Natural Resources in 
Real town objected to the govern- 


National Park. 


ment's plan of providing firearms to 
the country’s corps of forest rangers. 

"Giving arms to the forest rangers sup- 
ровейу to protect them against ilegal 
Joggers is not enough guarantee for their 
safety. On the contrary their guns would 
only pose greater danger as these would 
only invite attention from other armed 
groups in the mountain,” Cenro Federico 
Ocampo, DENR Real town chief, told the 
Inour in a phone interview. 

“Tm not in favor of arming my for- 
est rangers, That would be risky on 
their part,” he said. 

On Wednesday last week, Environ- 
ment Secretary Michael Defensor an- 
nounced the arming of forest rangers, 
in line with President Macapagal-Ar- 
royo's order for a renewed crackdown 
against illegal loggers in the country. 

Ocampo said the illegal loggers are 
big-time syndicates and composed of 
fully armed men. 

“These illegal loggers possess so- 
Bhisicared weapons and modern 
communication technology" he seid. 

"Government troopers are not with 
us all the time, especially when my 
forest rangers enter the inner part of 


the forest," he said, 

“But we are more secured if there is 
armed security with us during our padi 
even if we are unarmed,” he ада. 
“What we use is only a little diplomaty 
and tact so that we can penetrate 
deepest part of the forest,” he added. 


Security 
However, he said the firearms М 
be of great help to the forest rangéts 
manning the checkpoints along 
highways. Я 
Communist spokesperson Gregg 
rio “Ka Roger" Rosal said the New 
People's Army was set to convene а 
"special peoples court” to hear ll 
criminal charges against enviro- 
ment officials and hold them тезрой- 
sible for the high death toll from the 
storms that recently hit the country 
Rosal said they would include ih 
the charge sheet the past and preseyit 
secretaries of the Department of Engi- 
ronment and Natural Resources. Ж 
"All these DENR secretaries, from 
the past to the present, are liable for 
the deaths of the victims because they 
were the ones who granted permits fb 
these big-time logging concessiori- 
aires for them to rape the forest,” 
sal said in a mobile phone interview. 
Delfin Mallari Jr, PDI Southern bü- 
zon Bureau Е 


Educational funds used for polls, says gov 


CITY OF MALOLOS—Some Bulacan 
mayors used pert of their town's rev- 
enues to fund their reelection campaign, 
causing the shortage of provincial gov- 
‘emment funds to pay for the salaries 
and bonuses of teachers hired by the 
province, Gov Josefina de la Cruz. 
During the flag-raising ceremony 
at the capitol on Monday, De la Cruz 
said she wanted the employees and 
officials of the provincial government 
to know the reason for the delay in 
the payment of salaries of the 
province's 266 contractual teachers. 
She said some mayors and munici- 
pal treasurers connived to use and di- 
vert the province's share from munici- 
pal taxes. The share goes to the spe- 
cial education fund (SEF) of Bulacan 
that will pay for the teachers’ salaries. 
‘She said several towns failed to re- 


mit PS8 million to the SER 

“May та pamahalaang bayan na 
pinangahasang ginamit ang perang ito 
noong nakaraang eleksyon (Some 
town governments dared to use these 
funds during the last election)," De la 
Cruz seid. 

She said these officials are liable 
for misusing public funds. 

She said the mayors concerned 
should exhaust all legal means to re- 
mit what was due the SEF so that the 
provincia) government could release 
the unpaid November and December 
salaries of the teachers. 

“Sorry na lang sa mga mayors na 
nagwaldas ng pera ng school board па 
tatamaan dito (Sorry is all 1 can tell 
these mayors who misused the school 
boards’ money),” De la Cruz said. 

She warned the concemed mayors 


and town treasurers that she would 
identify them if they again failed to 
remit their obligations to the provin: 
cial government. t 
De la Cruz urged the provincial 
board to immediately pass a resolution 
penalizing the mayors and treasurer j 
they failed to remit the SEF shares. ... 
She said the province would be forced 
to reduce the number of teachers it would 
hire contractual teachers next year 
Earlier, the governor said die 
provincial government could not тё 
lease their Christmas bonuses bé- 
cause of the problem. Е 
De Ja Cruz said even her promised in- 
cease of P2,000 in the Christmas bonuses 
of the more than 1,700 officials and em- 
ployess at the provincial capitol was af- 
fected by the “financial anomaly” 
Carmela Reyes, PDI Central Luzon Desk 


Mayor’s backers protest ballot boxes’ transfer 


CABANATUAN CITY—Supporters of 
Msyor Nestor Alvarez of the Science 
City of Muñoz gathered in front of the 
city hall on Tuesday to protest а Com- 
mission on Elections order transfer- 
ring to Metro Manila the ballot boxes 
bearing the returns of the mayoral 
election last May 10. 

The returns are subject of an election 
protest filed by losing candidate Domi- 
Gano Laurena Jc, who claimed that 
massive fraud and irregularities atend- 
ed the election in that city. He asked the 


Comelec fora recount of votes. 

Alvarezs supporters asked the 
Comelec to hold the hearings of the 
élection protest and the recount of 
votes in Muñoz. 

Despite the presence of protesters ай 
the 175 ballot boxes were, however, 
transported to Metro Manila on Tuesday 
moming without any untoward inci 
dent, said Senior Supt. Alex Paul Mon- 
teagudo, Nueva Ecija police director. 

He said the police and Comelec of- 
ficials persuaded the protesters’ lead- 


ers to allow them to implement the 
Comelec order. 

Alvarez, in a radio interview, said 
the election in his city was held with- 
out any irregularity. 

He said he was the popular choice 
of the voters and this was the reason 
they elected him for his second term. 

Alvarez won by more than 3,500 
votes over Laurena. 

The Comelec's second division in 
Manila will hear the case. Anselmo 
Roque, PDI Central Luzon Desk 
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INQUIRER Northern LUZON ce 
Don’t blame kaingin 
for Dingalan disaster’ 


By Tonette Orejas 
Dingalan, Aurora 


ORMER logging firm em- 
Е Felipe Serna has de- 

veloped a deep sense of fear 
whenever it rains. For this 65-year- 
old migrant from Ilocos Sur, rains 


have become the portents of the 
worst disasters in his lifetime. 

Since arriving in Dingalan, Aurora in 1958, 
Serna, now a farmer, said he had never seen 
deadly landslides until two weeks ago when 
Typhoon “Violeta” and Tropical Depression 
“Winnie” battered the mountain town. 

The death toll from floods and landslides 
caused by the two cyclones has climbed to 
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142. Hundreds more people are still missing 
and feared dead. 

On Monday, after two days of respite from 
the strong rains and howling winds, Serna 
was restless. 

With members of the Pinagkaisang Sama- 
han ng Magbubukid sa Dingalan, Serna, chair 
of the group, stood at the banks of the Davil- 
Davilan River. The rains made them restless 
again, they said. 

"We're trying to assess the damage to our 
farms," he said when the Inquirer joined them 
atthe seedling nursery of the Integrated Rural 
Development Foundation of the Philippines 
(RDFP). 

By farms, he meant those on the steep slopes 
covered by an Integrated Social Forestry (ISF) 
project of the Department of Environment and 
Natural Resources in Barangay Davil-Davilan.. 

The area covers 127.41 hectares of land 
cultivated by 57 farmers under a 25-year 
stewardship contract with the DENR. 

Serna recalled that the same area was part 
of the logging concession of Dingalan Forest. 
Products Corp. He was employed there, start- 
ing in 1962, as an operator of "triple drum,” 
an equipment used in hauling newly felled 
logs. He left the company in 1971 following a 
labor dispute that dragged for months, 

“This, Serna said, was the irony of their plight 
and what the successive disasters denied them. 


Former loggers 

“Some of us used to be loggers. Displaced from 
work, we tumed to farming, When there were no 
more lands to till because every piece of land was 
controlled by the logging companies, we turned 
tothe over-logged areas. Of course, that was with 
the consent of government. The lands are 
marginal but we've made them productive. What 
we have worked for years are gone,” he said. 

The slopes, he said, were planted with fruit 
trees and vegetables, He said they were into 
kaingin (slash-and-burn farming) to reise 
food and cash crops. 

‘They also made charcoal, deriving the wood 
from branches of mature ipil-ipil trees. 

He said it pained him to hear local officials 
blaming the kaingero for the landslides that 
occurred in the town. 

"We found that unfair Our landlessness 
pushed us to the slopes. Those lands were pre- 
viously exploited by the logging firms. The way 
we farmed was not destructive because those 
are the only lands we've got,” Sema said. 

“The landslides, he said, were the belated ef- 
fects of the decades-old rape of the forests in 
this part of the Sierra Madre mountain ranges. 

Looking back, Serna said, the landslides 
triggered by Typhoon “Kading” in 1978 
warned of the disasters that occurred recently. 

It was also because of landlessness and the 
little income from fishing that pushed 
Nicanor Calulut to cultivate land within the 
DENR’s ISF in Barangay Paltic. The project 
was established only in 1995. 

"The ISFs in DavilDavilan and Paltic are within 
the Dingalan watershed area, the only one of nine 
declared with that status throughout the town. 

Calulut earns from coconuts, bananas, 
mangoes and sweet potatoes in his farm. 

What he is sure about, he said, was that 
even if Palticis an ISF area, logging persisted. 

“It's happening at the Madilim River. 1 saw 
tablon (lumber) floating there many times," 
he said. 

Bonifacio Borja, а Paltic council member, 
confirmed this, saying the pieces of lumber 
were sold to Inter-Pacific Forest Resources 
Corp., which operates a sawmill in the village. 

“There were pieces of lumber in Paltic. 
These were given free to the people when the. 
media arrived. That way, they could hide the 
evidence of logging. There are mobile 
sawmills in Paltic," Borja said. 

But amid all these, Serna's group is anti 
pating a nightmare (bangungot). lt comes 
with the proposal of the Dingalan council to 
cancel even the stewardship contract which, 
he said, was a rather hard stance to protect 
what remained of the forests and the lives at 
the foothills of Mt. Mingan. 

This was proposed after President Macapa- 
gal-Arroyo vowed to stop logging and start a 
massive reforestation drive. 


ight to the end" 

"We'll fight that to the end,” sald Sema, He 
said the plan would further impoverish the 
farmers and open more areas in the moun- 
tains for agriculture than for forestry. 

Logging has not only led to landlessness. In 
Barangay Umiray, it has bred agrarian dis- 
putes as well, said resident Juliet Nuñez. 

In Sitio lyapit, she said, the Certificates of 
Land Ownership Award given under the gov- 
ernment’s Comprehensive Agrarian Reform 
Program were not assurances of tenure. 

‘The Dumagats and descendants of settlers, 
like her grandfather Aniceto Astrera, contin- 
чето challenge the ownership claim of Green 
Circle Properties Corp. over some 30,000 ha 
inthe highlands of Umiray. 

“Ic has been a pattern of being ejected and 
then returning to fight again another round of 
ejection,” Nuñez said. 
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AMAN stands outside his hom 
brought by successive typhoons. 


Dumagats lament loss of forest, communities 


By Tonette Orejas 
PDI Central Luzon Desk 


DINGALAN, Aurora—Braving the 
rains and treading along the 
rough coast of the Pacific Ocean, 
Dumagat couple Betty and 
Domingo Soler reached the 
poblacion at past 1 p.m. on Mon- 
day after seven hours of walking 
to tell of the horror that hap- 
pened in their village Singawan, ра 
south of here. 

"The situation's sad there. We 
lost our forests. And our farms 
are gone, covered by mud, 
buried by trees, I can't stand see- 
ing what happened to Si- 
ngawan,” Betty said haltingly, 
sobbing as she retold the events 
following Typhoons “Violeta” 
and “Winnie.” 

‘They survived by rushing to 
the coast, diving to the sea and 
floating for hours. The Soler’ 
held on to coconut trunks, “Di ako 
nawalan ng tatag (1 didn't lose ту 
resolve),” Domingo said of his ef- 
forts to save his family. 

‘At the municipal hall where 
the Solers and their two children 
Gilbert, 5, and Emily, 7, sought 
refuge upon arriving at the pobla- 
cion, they asked for food. They 
had been without food for two 
days. 

At least 32 people from the 
Torres, Ritual Ramos, Soler 
Zamora and Calyos families had 
died from the landslides, Betty 
said. Her daughter Alone, 3, was 
swept away by the debris that 


"We 


Betty said. 


ment. 


said. 


calamity. 


Negros increases funds for forest protection 


By Carla Gomez 
PDI Visayas Bureau. 


BACOLOD CITY—The Negros 
Occidental provincial govern- 
ment is raising its budget for re- 
forestation and forest protec- 
tion by 200 percent in a bid to 
increase its remaining forest 
cover. 

Gov. Joseph Marafton on Mon- 
day said the move was in line 


cent 


missing. 


Gabaldon, Nueva Ecija surveying 


rolled down the village. 

Her accounts, the first to reach 
Mayor Jaime Ylarde, raised the 
death toll from the floods in Di- 
ngalanto 142. 

came 
there's no more food in the vil- 
lage. No relief has reached us," 


Ariel Salcedo, barangay сар- 
tain of the coastal village of Dika- 

n, also rushed to the town 
proper on Monday to seek food 
aid from the municipal govern- 


"We don't want to rely on relief 
goods but we can't farm now. The 
farms are gone and so are the 
fruit trees,” Salcedo, a Dumagat, 
told the Inquirer. 

‘Those in Barangay Matawe, 
like Marilyn Dayta, had also 
been leaving their village to 
get food assistance 
goods are not reaching us," she 


Panic again 

Afer two days of sunshine, 
rains over Dingalan on Monday 
sent the residents into panic, said 
Ylarde. But he also took that to 
mean that the town's 22,000 resi- 
dents were prepared for the even- 
tuality of another bout with 


The four evacuation cen- 
ters—the elementary and high 
school buildings, the municipal 
hall and the Department of Envi- 
ronment and Natural Resources 
office—were brimming 


with the call for government to 
take serious action to protect the 
remaining forests following re- 

floods 
brought on by two storms that hit 
Luzon that left 1,400 dead and 


Bacolod Bishop Vicente Na- 
varra on Sunday appealed to 
government officials not to pay 
lip service with its pledge to 
act against forests destruction 


uc ACTOS 


SN 


surroundings or what is left of them following landslides and floods 


Monday. 


down because 
bigger. 
“The 


ters. 


Sad Christmas 


anymore. 


"Relief 


est Resources Cor 
Paltic. 


сіу. 


As the municipal government 
continued to recover bodies on 
the third week of the disaster, 
Ylarde said he was more worried 

bout the safety and health of the 


ving. 
again 


tragedy. 
and landslides 


too late," he said. 


The provincial government 
will increase the budget for for- 
est protection and reforestation 
from P10 million this year to 
P30 million in 2005, Marañon 


said. 


Int'l antiwar activists urge 
coverage of efforts for peace 


DAVAO CITY—Groups critical of the US war 
against terror are equally critical of how the 
media have been covering stories, saying 
much of what is happening in the world has 
been left unreported, 

David Wildman of the US-based United 
Methodist Church, claimed that in the recent- 
ly concluded US elections, a huge number of 
Black Americans were unable to vote because 
of fraud but this remained unreported in the 
‘media, just as the growing sentiment against 
the US war on Iraq was being left out in the 
news. 

“The media can be an unwitting tool for 
empire,” said Prof. Maake Masango of South 
Africa, a member of the executive committee 
of the World Council of Churches. ў 

By empire, he said that he meant how the 
US is trying to assert dominance in political, 
economic and military affairs of world. 

Masango said that the US antiterror war 
has taken the “discourse” of the battle of good 
against evil, “demonizing the Muslims and 
those who fight for peace. 

That's why, he said, it is important for vari- 


ж ^ 


ous faiths all over the world to cut through 
their language, to tell the world that the war 
against Iraq and Afghanistan are "not God's 
will and to stand in brotherhood with all 
faiths of the world." 

“Its important for us to reject the media's 
incorrect portrayals of Muslims as ‘terrorists,’ 
and to tell stories of peace that will inspire the 
world,” Masango told reporters during the 
concluding ceremony of the first People's Fo- 
rum on Peace for Life held here. 

Over 300 people from all various countries 
attended the summit, which started last week. 

Masango said that the suffering of people 
in Mindanao is another face of the US war of 
aggression and that the international commu- 
nity needs to know what is happening here. 

But he said this can only be done if things 
get reported in the media, 

“We, in South Africa can learn only about 
what is happening in Mindanao through you, 
зо, I hope, you will participate in this role. 
Please, don’t fail your own people,” Masango 
said addressing the шефа. Germelina La- 
corte, PDI Mindanao Bureau 


with more than 6,000 people on 


As the centers begin to be full 
again, the pressure of feeding 
the families, whether in centers 
or in their homes, are growing 


goods are not 
enough for everybody,” Ylarde 
said, adding that the Depart- 
ment of Social Welfare and De- 
velopment alone distributed 77 
sacks of rice daily in the cen 


Ronnie Ramirez, 23, an evac- 
uee at the municipal hall, said he 
was not thinking of Christmas 


“Its going to be a sad Christ- 
mas,” he said, as he cooked. a, 
lunch of lugaw (rice porridge). 
That's going to be so because 
nothing remained of his house, 
not even a trace. He built it on 
his income from fishing. The 
house was on a hill next to the 
sawmill of the Inter-Pacific For- 
in Barangay 


His only hope now, he said, 


was his wife Judith who works 
as a househelp in Cabanatuan 


“My rown stinks now,” he 


in the wake of the Luzon 


“Government must seriously 
address the problem of forest de- 
struction and not wait ший it is 
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Deal signed . 
to study P150-M 
coal power plant 


By Nestor P. Burgos Jr, supply of Panay remains unsta- 
PDI Visayas Bureau bie. 

The current peak power йе; 
mand in Panay is already equal to 25 
the dependable capacity of 206 
mw generated by seven power 
plants on the island, sald Pio Be- ^ 
navidez, National Power Corp. 5 
(Napocor) senior vice president 
for operations. 

He said the peak would in- 
crease to 248 mw by 2007, sur- 
passing by 16 mw the expected 
dependable capacity of the 


ILOILO CITY—The DMCI Hold- 
ings Inc. (DMCI-HI) and the 
municipal government of Con- 
серсіоп in Iloilo on Tuesday 
signed a memorandum of 
agreement to conduct studies 
оп the construction of a P150- 
million coal-fired power plant 
in the municipality. 

The four-page agreement, 
signed by Concepcion Mayor 
RaulBaniasand DMCI-HI presi- plants during that year if the 
dent Isidro Consunji, autho- coal-fired plant is not construct- 
rizes DMCI-HI to conduct feasi- ed. . 
bility studies, information cam- Benavidez said the putting up 
paigns and other measures пес. of an additional base load capaci- 
essary to secure government ty in Panay is imperative due to 
permits and clearances for the the increasing power demand of 
project. Negros Island, which exports 

The DMCLHI and its sub- powertoPanay 
sidiary, the Semirara Mining Рапау is at the tail end of the 
Corp, are proposing to put up a Visayas power grid, which gets 
100-megawatt coal-fired plant in the bulk of its supply from 
a30-hectare area Barangay Nipa, geothermal plants in Leyte. 

а coastal village 5 km from the _ The power demand in Panay 
town proper. Concepcion is 111 is expected to increase by 7.8 
km north of iloilo City. percent annually, one of the 

Government officials led by fastest growth rates among re- 
Senate President Franklin Drilon gions, according to data of the 
and Energy Secretary Vincent Napocor and Department of En- 
Perez are pushing the project to ergy. 
resolve the power supply deficit But an alliance of Concepcion 
of Panay sland. residents and non-government 

“We have been doing а lot of organizations are opposing the 
stop-gap measures for Panay but project out of fear that it will 
it has an unstable power supply cause pollution and environmen- 
for one large island,” said Perez tal hazards. 
during a recent power summit Maruja Querubin, convenor of 
here. He cited the island's depen- the Concepcion Alliance for Re- 
dence on temporary and import- newableEnergy (Coal-Free), said 
ed sources of energy. many of their townmates are un- 

Drilon said Westem Visayas aware ofthe hazards of coal-fired 
could not take advantage of po- plants. 
tential growth brought by the “They think its just like char- 
opening of the Iloilo internation- coal which they find harmless,” 
al airport in 2006 if the power she said. 


Running priest finds 
new cause in ecology 


STA. CRUZ, Laguna—Running 
priest Fr Robert Reyes is now 
fighting fora total log and mining 
ban and has asked politicians, in- 
cluding President Macapagal-Ar- 
тоуо, not to sacrifice the environ- 
ment to raise funds. 

Reyes, who was in Laguna yes- 
terday fora visit, said the solution 
to massive ecological destruction 
should not be “partial and com- 
partmentalized.” 

“The solution to preserv(ing) 
ош nature should be comprehen- 
sive and total," he said 

Reyes said Ms Arroyo's total 
log ban declaration was mere 
rhetoric and distracting, аз she in 
fact approved of mining in the 
country 

"Total log ban and a mining 
ban are inseparable because you 
can't mine without destroying, 
cutting and clearing our trees and 
mines are found in the moun- 
tains,” he said. 

Reyes said what is needed in 
the country today is total morato- 
rium on cutting of trees and min- 
ing activities. 

"We cannot do one and avoid 
the other. Our environment today 
is like a patient with two sickness- 
es. It needs total medical atten- 


Senne 


rezo 


said, adding that several bodies 
һай been buried in mass 
graves. 

The Naagas and Payupay fami- 
lies met this fate. "There was per- 
mission from their relatives," he 
said of the decision to bury the 
dead in mass graves. 

Soler said the Dumagats, 
members of the Negrito tribe 
who considered the Sierra 
Madre mountain ranges their 
ancestral domain, cannot per- 
form rituals for their dead 
tribesfolk for now. "We will re- 
turn for sure to do that,” she 
said. 

As the resources of the munici- 
pal government thinned out, 
Ylarde said Dingalan now relies 
on outside help. 

‘Pampanga Provincial Board 
“Member Lilia Pineda is sched- 

uled to distribute food aid on 
Tuesday. Cadets of the Philip- 
pine Military Academy їп 
Baguio City were coming also 
on Tuesday to bring relief goods 
to remote, isolated areas like 
Umiray. 

Gabaldon, a Nueva Ecija town 
near the border of Dingalan, 
was itself in shambles, also the 
victim of a series of landslides. 
At the church in Barangay 
Sawmill where thousands 
flocked to receive relief goods, 
the Diocese of Nueva Ecija put 
upa streamer that said: “Babala 
ng Ating Inang Kalikasan, Ding- 
gin (Listen to the warning of 
Mother Nature." 


ion. We cannot just cure one 
sickness and leave the other sick- 
ness unattended lest the whole 
person suffers,” he said. 

The activist priest appealed to 
politicians to stop depending on 
loans and aids from financial in- 
stitutions like the World Bank. 

“Let us not offer our mountains 
and environment as collateral be- 
cause these can't be redeemed 
anymore. Once the environment 
is destroyed, it can no longer be 
reversed,” Reyes said, 

“Government should not be in- 
vesting on short-term projects 
with short-term benefits but with 
fatal, long-term disastrous conse- 
quences,” he said. 

“If we destroy our environ- 
ment now, the future generation 
will no longer have mountains to 
preserve, nature to enjoy and en- 
vironment to relish.” 

Reyes said environmental de- 
struction is no longer a legal issue 
buta moral one because “we have 
not obeyed God's mandate to 
take care of the earth.” 

"God wants us to protect and 
preserve it for all generations to 
make use of and enjoy,” he added. 
Romulo Ponte, PDI Southern Lu- 
zon Bureau 


Part of the funds, he said, 
will be used to reforest the № 
gros Forest Reserve 

the cities of Victori 

and Silay and Murcia town lo- 
cated in central and northern 


id the forest cover has 
gone down over the years from 
80,000 hectares to 16000 
hectares mainly due to illegal log- 
ging and poaching in the past. 
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after bursting into the mission. 


Filipino among 9 dead in Jeddah terror attack 
| нар CASUALTIES IA THE MIDDLE EAST Since the start а the US-led Invasion of Iragin Maret 2009) 


May 12, 2003— Three Filipinos dled and 
19 other people were injured in the bomb- 
Ing of an expatrlate housing compound in 
Riyadh, Saudi Arabia. The three casual- 
ties were Serafin Igos Hernandez, Rogelio 
Pababero and Getulio Templo. 

Aug. 19, 2003—Filiina caregiver Anto- 
nia Sardan Rafales was killed after a Pales- 
tinian suicide bomber blew himself up in а 
crowded bus In Shmuel Hanavi, Israel. 

‘Aug. 19, 2003—Ranillo Buenaventu- 
ra, T, was on a humanitarian mission in. 
Iraq when a cement truck packed with ex- 
plosives hit the United Nations headquar- 
ters in Baghdad. He and 22 other UN 
workers were Killed In the biggest attack 
yet on the world body. Marilyn Manuel 
and Майа Acosta were injured. 

Nov. 9, 2003—Three Filipinas were In- 
Jured in a suicide bombing in Riyadh, 
Saudi Arabia. 

April 28, 2004—Rodrigo Reyes from 


the province of Rizal was driving atruck ina 
convoy that was ambushed on a highway in 
the town of Abdali, 600 km south of Bagh- 
dad and near the Kuwait border. Reyes and 
two Ukrainians ded in the attack. 

May 11, 2004—Filipino warehouse- 
man Raymond Natividad was killed and 
four others were injured during a mortar. 
attack on the US military Camp Anaconda 
in Iraq. The injured workers were identi, 
fied as Ronald Dayao, Leopoldo Soliman, 
Emetrio Payna and Jaime Banaria. 

Sune 14, 2004—A 46-year-old Filipino 
engineer, Raul Carlos Flores, was killed in 
а suicide car bombing in ra. Flores, an 
employee of GE, from San Femando City, 
La Union, was among the five foreign 
workers and eight Iraqis Killed when the 
convoy of GE contractors was attacked 
near busy Tahrir Square in Baghdad. 

July 04, 2004— radi militants attacked 
acomioy of 11 Flipino drivers and 30 others 


‘of various nationalities. The truck convoy 
came from Saudi Arabia and was to deler 
crude oll to iraq. Two Iragi security person- 
hel died, one was wounded, while Angelo de 
la Cruz of Pampanga was abducted. 

‘Aug. 22, 2004—Telecommunications 
engineer Danio Pasia and his foreign com- 
ppanions were ambushed in the northern tragi 
city of Mosul. Pasia sustained bullet wounds 
on his right arm and underwent surgery. 

Nov. 1, 2004—Flipina caregiver Leoni- 
la Vilarez (or В ао, according to other re- 
ports) was hurtin stampede after a bomb 

Tel Aviv, Israel. 


Robert Tarongoy, an 

‘Nepalese and two Iraqi guards were kid- 
napped after assailants stormed the com- 
pound of a Saudi company in Baghdad. 
The two Iraqis and the Nepalese were lat- 


er released. Tarongoy is still held captive. 
SOURCE FOINENS REPORTS 


Another Filipino member of the con- 
sulate staff, supplies office supervisor 
Wenceslao Pescante, was among the 13 
wounded, The 56-year-old from Makati 
City was hit by a stray bullet in the knee 
while entering the gate of the consulate 
during the attack, officials said. (See re- 
lated stories on А10 and A23.) 

"hey told the security forces in front 
of us: "We have hostages. If you ap- 
proach, we will shoot,” Muaffa Jilan 
Ibrahim, a Yemeni maintenance worker 
‘who had superficial bullet wounds told 
Reuters, recalling the attack. 


Human shields 

“They put us in front of them as hu- 
man shields. The security forces 
stormed in and there was an exchange 
of fire,” Ibrahim added. 

Witnesses said the militants had 
hauled down the US flag and burned it 
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US President George W. Bush said the attack 
showed “terrorists are still on the move,” tying to 
intimidate Americans and force the United States 
to withdraw from Saudi Arabia and iraq, 

"This is the evil of terrorism,” Foreign Un- 
dersecretary Jose Brillantes said. 

De la Rosa, one of more than 700,000 Fil- 
pinos working in Saudi Arabia, had been liv- 
ing in Jeddah with his wife Jeannie and a 
daughter, according to Consul General Pen- 
dosina N. Lomondot. 


Pescante due for surgery 

“The Philippine Consulate is already in touch 
with Mr. De la Rosa's bereaved family in Jeddah 
for whatever assistance they may require,” De- 
partment of Foreign Affairs spokesperson 
Gilberto Asuque said in Manila. 

Pescante suffered "nonlife threatening in- 
juries” on his knee, elbow and pelvis and was 
brought to the Dr. Soliman Fakeeh Hospital 
across the consulate, Asuque said. 

He was subjected to an X-ray exam and was 
to undergo ап operation to extract the bullet. 
embedded in his knee. Consular officials 
could not visit him because the area around 
the consulate, which covers the hospital, had 
been cordoned off. 

De la Rosa and Pescante were among three 
Filipinos working at the consulate. 

Lomondot advised the hundreds of Fil- 
ipinos working at the Dr Soliman Fakeeh 
Hospital "to restrict their movements" and 
stay within the hospital as much as possible 


Al-Qaida ally 

"The squadron of the martyr Abu Annas al- 
Shami carried out the blessed Falluja attack by 
storming one of the bastions of the crusaders in 
the Arabian Peninsula and penetrated the 
‘American consulate in Jeddah,” the al-Qaida 
Organization in the Arabian Peninsula said in a 
statement posted on a website often used by Is- 
еті. Its authenticity could not be verified. 


Islamic ‘deviants’ 

The bloodshed in the Red Sea port city indi- 
cated thatthe fight against Saudi-born Osama 
bin Laden's al-Qaida network in the kingdom 
was far from over despite a security crack- 
down in which several leading militants had 
been killed or captured. 

‘The Saudi interior ministry said security 
forces killed three attackers and a fourth died 
from his wounds. They captured a wounded 
member of the "deviant" group—which is 
what the government calls al-Qaida. 

It said the five dead consulate employees, 
besides De la Rosa, were a Yemeni, a Su- 
danese, a Pakistani and а Sri Lankan. 

Adel al-Jubeir, foreign affairs adviser to 
Saudi Arabia's Crown Prince Abdullah, told 
reporters the five attackers approached the 
gate in two vehicles and when the first vehicle 
was stopped at an outside checkpoint, they 
got out and fought their way into the com- 
pound firing guns and lobbing grenades. 


Birthplace of 9-11 hijackers 

He said the attackers called a general emer- 
gency line to say they had taken 17 hostages 
and that security forces should not attack the 
compound to rescue them. After coordinating 
with US Marines providing security to the 
consulate, Saudi forces stormed the com- 
pound and rescued some hostages, he added. 

Saudi Arabia was the birthplace of most of 
the hijackers who carried out the Sept. 11, 
2001, attacks in the United States. 

In the kingdom's last big attack, militants 
struck at oil companies and a housing com- 
pound in the eastern city of Khobar in May. At 
least 22 foreigners and seven security men 
died. 

Saudi Arabia has been battling a wave of al- 
Qaida violence since May 2003. Around 170 
people, including foreigners, security forces 
and militants have been killed. 

US officials said the assault prompted an in- 
vestigation into how the assailants were able to 
breach security to enter the compound. . 

“Ies quite clear that those terrorists who at- 
tacked our consulate in Jeddah had observed 
ош procedures for some time,” US Deputy 
Secretary of State Richard Armitage said. 


DOLE seeks 
policy review 


ACTING Labor Secretary Manuel Imson told 
а Senate finance committee hearing on the. 
2005 budget that the spate of terrorism-re- 
lated incidents involving Filipinos abroad 
would trigger a review by the government 
aimed at ensuring the safety of overseas 
workers. 

Imson told reporters the policy review 
would not mean there would be a suspension 
or a ban on the deployment of Filipinos 
abroad, 

"What we're saying is there should be cer- 
tain programs that should make our workers 
a little more aware of security measures,” he 
seid. 

‘There isa need to reiterate and enhance ex- 
isting security measures for them, according 
to the acting labor secretary. 

Senate finance committee chair Manuel 
Villar stressed the need for government to re- 
view its foreign policy in the wake of violent 
incidents involving Filipinos abroad. 

Villar said at the hearing that there seemed 
to bea trend of Filipinos getting hurt or killed 
abroad in the face of Philippine support for 
the US war against terrorism. 

“We should review our foreign policy on 
кад and in the Middle East," he said. 
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ims from Infanta, Quezon, rescued by the Philippine Air Force 505th search and rescue team 


arrive at Villamor Air Base on Tuesday. 


DSWD clean out... 


From page Al ranking officials of the depart- 
ment. 

‘Abad said the typhoons de- 
stroyed not only school buildings 
and classrooms. In most cases, 
school desks and chairs, text- 
books and other materials were 
washed away. 

‘Aware of the scarcity of gov- 
emment funds, the Department 
of Education has asked that the 
logs that had washed down the 
mountains, particularly in Auro- 
ra, Quezon and Nueva Ecija, be 
used to rebuild and repair 
schools. 


Makeshift rooms 

Abad said the logs could also 
be used to make chairs and desks 
to replace the ones destroyed. 

"Well resort to makeshift class- 
rooms in the meantime, so we 
‘would be needing those logs," he 
said. 

The DepEd is preparing a list of 
damaged schools that it would 
submit to the National Disaster 
Coordinating Council. 

Abad said his department 
would also ask the NDCC to find 
alternative evacuation sites other. 
than the public schools. 

DepEd officials said the re- 
sumption of classes in the affect- 
ей areas might be postponed un- 
til early next year since relief and 
rehabilitation operations were 
still going on. 

‘Abad said he had received no re- 
ports of any public schoo! teacher. 
being among the casualties. 


GSIS 

He said he would ask the Gov- 
ernment Service Insurance Sys- 
tem to extend calamity loans to 
public school teachers in the af- 
fected areas. 

But Domingo Alidon, president 
of the DepEd National Employees 
Union, said some teachers had 
complained that the GSIS was de- 
ducting from their calami 
the balances from the 
salary loans. 


Cancel DENR party 
Environment Secretary 
Michael Defensor yesterday or- 


It’s back to politics 
after the storm 


By Luige A. del Puerto 


tated by storms that were be- 
lieved to have killed more than 
1,200 people, with hundreds 
more missing. 

Eight of Espedero's relatives 
have been missing since Monday 
last week—the day the first storm 
struck—after the house they 
were in was carried away in a 
flood. 

“1 was attending the wake of a 
relative on Monday . . . The water 
rose very quickly and the house I 
was in was carried away with ev- 
eryone still inside, 

“That is the last I ever saw of 
my eight relatives. They found 
the coffin and the body of my rel- 
ative still intact but the other rela- 
tives have not been found." 

At a refugee center in Infanta, 
Espedero vowed never to return 
to the scene of so much misery. 

"I never want to see that place 
again,” she said. 


Funds gone 

Soliman told a Senate hearing 
that her department had already 
spent the entire P87 million allo- 
cated for relief operations this 

GER 

Damage to public schools 
caused by four successive cy- 
clones that battered Luzon has 
reached at least P300 million, Ed- 
ucation Secretary Florencio Abad 
said yesterday. 

Most severely damaged were 
schools in Camarines Sur, Que- 
zon, Nueva Ecija, Aurora and 
Mindoro Oriental. 

Abad said the figure would still 
go up since they were still waiting 
for more reports to come in from 
inaccessible areas in Aurora, 
Quezon and Nueva Ecija. 


School desks, books gone 

The education department al- 
so had yet to get reports from 
Catanduanes and the Cordillera 
provinces, where power has not 
been restored, he said. 

"As of yesterday the damage 
has reached P300 million," Abad 
said in an interview from Cebu 
City where he was meeting all 


The mayor said the office of 
Rizal Gov. Casimiro Ynares had in- 
DISASTERS unite even political formed him that 150 sacks had 
enemies but only briefly As soon been given to the Rizal lawmaker. 
as the sun rises, bickering begins Rodriguez's chief of staff, Or- 
anew. lando Calilo, confirmed the re- 

Rodriguez, Rizal, Mayor Pedro ceipt of the relief goods but clari- 
Cuerpo yesterday said he wanted fied that the NDCC gave them on- 
to know where and how Rizal 1у 50 sacks and the DSWD, 20, for 
Rep. Isidro Rodriguez Jr dis- a total of 70 sacks—not 150. The 
tributed some 70 bags of rice sup- welfare department also provid- 
posedly for typhoon victims, ed canned goods. 

Rodriguez's office, in tum, |. e 
maintained that the sacks of rice Direct to the victims 
reached the people they were in- Тһе relief goods were directly 
tended for. distributed to the affected resi- 

The Department of Social Welfare dents of Rodriguez and San Ma- 
and Development and the National гео, Rizal, on Friday and Satur- 
Disaster Coordinating Council had day last week, Calilo said. 
provided the rice to the congress- _ He said the congressman's team 

did not distribute the goods in the 


man. 

Rodriguez and Cuerpo belong Rodrguez town gymnasium, where 
tocontending political parties. hundreds of families had taken 

"Weare looking for the rice be- refuge at the height of the storms, 
‘cause we never saw Congressman because they did not want to "du- 
(Rodriguez) or his men distribute plicate” the relief operations there. 
the goods to residents here,” "Ме handed them to around 
Cuerpo claimed, 1,300 families directly in the dis- 

aster areas,” he said. 

"If the mayor (Cuerpo) had ex- 
pected us to course through him the 
distribution of goods, that we did 
not do,” Calilio said, adding that the 
congressman's office merely aug- 
mented the town's relief operations. 


‘My constituents’ 

"I don't mind who distribured 
them, What 1 want to know is if 
they were indeed distributed, and 
how, After all, those were for my 
constituents," he said. 


ROGERMARGALIO 


pori tri 


AFIL-AM medical aid worker from the US Pacific Command in Hawaii attends to 91-year-old typhoon victim. 
Romana Turgo, who suffered a stroke at Villamor Air Base after her rescue 


Infanta, Quezon, on Tuesday. 


dered the cancellation of the de. | PY Carlito Pablo 


partment’s traditional Christmas 
party in deference to the grief of 
thousands of families in the ty- 
phoon-ravaged provinces. 
Aside from urging employees 
donate food, clothing, 


IT MAY be a thin slice of their 
fat pork-barrel allocations but 
who can refuse PSO mil- 
lion—especially in times of 
need? 

That is the amount of the 
emergency rehabilitation fund 
which congressmen yesterday 
agreed to set up to help rebuild 
the 10 provinces hit by the re- 
cent succession of typhoons. 

Each congressman agreed to 
donate P200,000 from his pork 
barrel for 2005. 

‘The creation of the fund was 
announced by Speaker Jose de 
Venecia Jt. after a multi-party 
caucus held at the House in 
which lawmakers agreed to 


is share their loss and bereave- 
ment by carrying out small sacri- 
fices, like refraining from extrav- 
agant activities.” 

With relief and rehabilitation 
efforts in the disaster areas still 
going on, he said “it would be un- 
seemly or even callous to be 
splurging precious money... бп 
food amidst hunger” With re- 
ports from Volt Contreras, AFP 


Solons serve up slice of pork 


yield part of their Priority Assis- 
tance Development Fund. 

“This emergency fund will 
augment releases from the Pres- 
ident’s office,” De Venecia said. 
“It reflects the desire of the 
House to help rebuild our 
worst-hit provinces and rebuild 
the lives of our people." 

De Venecia said the fund 
would go to Nueva Ecija, Auro- 
та, Quezon, Nueva Vizcaya, 
Quirino, Isabela, Bulacan, Ca- 
marines Norte, Camarines Sur 
and Mindoro. 

He said he had informed Presi- 
dent Macapagal-Arroyo and Bud- 
get Secretary Emilia Boncodin of 
the Houses initiative. 

"The rebuilding effort using 
congressional allocations will 


convince critics that the so-called 
pork barrel funds have been uti- 
lized for useful purposes; said 
Rep. Aurelio Umali (Lakas, Nue- 
va Ecija), whose province was 
badly hit by the calamity. 

“House members are not in- 
sensitive to the sufferings of our 
countrymen and the creation of 
the emergency fund reflects our 
determination to help them re- 
build their lives,” Umali added. 

Also responding to the Philip- 
pines’ need for assistance, Bel- 
gium has donated 30,000 euros 
(P2.2 million) to be used for the 
purchase of food, household 
kits, blankets and mosquito 
nets, the Belgian Embassy said. 
It said the funds were chan- 
neled through the Red Cross. 
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Poll shames solons on pork 


From page Al 

ing the abolition of the pork barrel, claiming 
that itis a source of kickbacks for members of 
Congress, 

4 De Dios said "79 percent of respondents be- 
Jve that half or more of the budget of a pro- 
ect or program of a legislator goes to corrup- 

jon.” 

{ But Rep. Douglas Cagas (NPC, Davao del 
Sir) had said the pork barrel was nothing to 


“бо to our provinces and the people them- 
selves will say that it (pork) is something 
good," he said, after the House of Representa- 
tives decided last month to retain the full P70. 
million in pork barrel for each legislator. 

Malacafiang had cut by 40 percent to P40 
million the pork barrel of each member of the 
House and to P120 million the pork barrel of 
each senator in the proposed national budget. 
of P907.6 billion for next year. 

‘The proposed cuts, which would have 
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saved almost P10 billion, were part of 
the administration's effort to keep the 
budget deficit manageable to avert а 
full-blown fiscal crisis. 


Response to fiscal woes 

The respondents believed that 
President Macapagal-Arroyo had 
botched her job of convincing the 
public that her package of economic 
reforms was the answer to the fiscal 
and debt problems. 

Pulse Asia said 63 percent of the re- 
spondents felt the President had no 
adequate government response to the 
fiscal and debt woes—35 percent said 
government did not have effective 
programs and 28 percent could not 
say one way or the other. 

The polling group said only 37 per- 
cent of Filipinos agreed with the 
statement: "The government has ef- 
fective programs to address the fiscal 
and debt crisis.” 

“These results suggest that if the 
government indeed has a plan of ac- 
tion for dealing with the crisis, then 
either this plan is still not generally 
known, or the people doubt its effec- 
tiveness or the government's will to 
implement it,” De Dios said. 


-Cause for concern 

He said another cause for concem of 
the government was the high number 
of skeptics in Metro Manila (48 per- 
cent) of those belonging to the mid- 
dle-to upper-class groups (43 percent). 

"These sections of the population 
are already among those who have 
better access to information or have 
the motivation to acquire it, yet they 
express an even lower rate of positive 
agreement that the governments 
programs are effective," he said. 

But while Filipinos have serious 
doubts on the fiscal reform package, 
the Pulse Asia survey showed that they 
support three of the administration's 
major policy reforms—increasing tax- 
es on cigarettes and alcohol products; 
abolishing the pork barrel of Congress, 


people's representatives finally listen? 


and granting a tax amnesty. 

Pulse Asia found that 82 percent of 
the respondents “overwhelmingly” 
supported an increase in sin taxes 
with 50 percent favoring a more uni- 
form tax treatment of sin products, 
‘whether these be high- or low-priced 
cigarettes or alcohol 

"The pattern of the responses sug- 
gests that Filipinos generally tend to 
view the issue of smoking and drinking 
less as a private financial issue for them- 
selves and more as a public health con- 
cem,” said De Dios, one of the 11 pro- 
fessors at the University of the Philip- 
pines School of Economics, who warned 
in August of an economic collapse in 
two years’ time unless the government 
reined in the budget deficit and debt. 


Taxamnesty 
On a tax amnesty, the survey 
showed only a slight majority, or 54 
percent, favored forgiving tax 
evaders largely because it would min- 
imize extortion by revenue agents. 
Pulse Asia said the Cabinet was stil 


їп disarray ("They could not speak 
with unanimity on the gravity and 
consequences of the crisis, and had 
not yet committed itself to a coherent 
package of measures") and Congress 
маей on the reform package (‘It still 
had to pass a single measure directly 
in response to the crisis). 

A parallel survey conducted by 
Pulse Asia during the same period 
showed the President getting a record 
low rating of 7 percent due to the 
public's dismay over her mishandling 
of rising prices. 

Gov't's credibility 

Pulse Asia noted further that the 
Survey was made weeks before the 
President had declared the fiscal cri- 
sis was over. 

“Whether and by how much the 
President's subsequent self reversal 
жаз likely to have further affected the 
credibility of the government's efforts 
to address the crisis cannot be known 
from this survey,” De Dios said. Gil С. 
Cabacungan Jr. 


A High fuel, power rates 
push inflation rate to 7.6% 


From page Al 
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shoot up this month because of the recent ty- 
phoons. 

Pressures from Christmas spending will al- 
so likely contribute to a much higher inflation 
for December, according to analysts. 

But for Trade Secretary Cesar Purisima, the 
prices of goods are “reasonable” following the 
calamities that struck the country. 

“Based on our analysis, given that com- 
modity prices have substantially increased 
abroad, we believe that the local price situa- 
tionis reasonable," Purisima told reporters af- 
ter attending a briefing on the Department of 
‘Trade and Industry's budget proposal for next 
year at the Senate. 


Monetary tightening 

‘The Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas hinted it 
would resort to monetary tightening in the near 
future to arrest the surge in consumer prices. 

BSP Governor Rafael Buenaventura ac- 
knowledged that the pressure to raise interest 
rates was escalating. “Its creeping in now. But 
if Dubai oil prices slow down to $30 per bar- 
rel, hopefully the pressures will abate,” he 
said ata press briefing, 

The inflation rate of 7.6 percent for 
November (using 1994 as the base year) was 
0.5 percentage point higher than the 7.1 per- 
cent recorded the previous month, the NSO 
said. (Inflation for November was at 8.2 per- 
cent using the year 2000 as the base.) 


Utilities up 12.5 percent 

The NSO said the surge in inflation last 
month was largely due to the 12.5-percent in- 
crease in the cost of fuel, light and water, com- 
pared with the 10.4 percent in October. 

"The 98-centavo increase in che generation 
charge of National Power Corp. that took effect 
in November pushed electricity prices to 13.4 
percent. Fuel prices also rose as ой refiners and 
importers passed on the increase in Dubai oil 
price from $35.55 per barrel in September to 
$37.54 per barrel in October,” Romulo Меп, di- 
rector general of the National Economic and 
Development Authority, said in a statement. 

The cost of services also jumped in Novem- 
ber, rising 125 percent from the previous 
month's 12 percent. Inflation for miscella- 
neous items rose 2.7 percent from 2.5 percent. 


Food 

The NSO said the inflation for food, bever- 
age and tobacco as a group stood at 7.1 per- 
cent, slightly lower than the 7.2 percent the 
previous month. 


PURISIMA: The local price situation is 
reasonable. roirHoro 


For food, the inflation rate decelerated to 
7.2 percent from the previous 7.5 percent. 
Prices of corn went up 10.3 percent; eggs, 
6.3 percent; fruits and vegetables, 5.7 percent; 
meat, 14.2 percent; rice, 3.5 percent; cereal 
preparations, 6.8 percent; dairy products, 9.7 
percent, and miscellaneous food, 5.4 percent. 


Imports 

Scholastica Cororaton, head of Neda's poli- 
cy and planning division, said the inflation rate 
for December was expected to reach at least 8 
percent due to the effects of the typhoons. 

She said the typhoons were expected to 
push up the prices of food products, particu- 
larly of vegetables. 

Cororaton recommended that the govern- 
ment resort to the importation of agriculture 
products to ease the effects of the typhoons 
on prices of domestic food items. 


Consumer prices still going up 

She said consumer prices could still go up 
in the early part of next year because of an- 
other round of increases in electricity rates. 
Napocor, which recently increased its genera- 
tion rate by 98 centavos per kilowatt-hour, is 
expected to be granted another rate increase 
early next year. 

"The continued rise їп inflation prompted the 
government to say that its original target of 4 
percent to 5 percent for the full year would no 
longer be achievable. The full-year inflation, 
rate is expected to hit 5.5 to 5.7 percent. 
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Toll hike in major expressways by Jan. 1. 


By Clarissa S. Batino 


MOTORISTS using the South Lu- 
zon Express (SLEX), Skyway and 
Coastal Road would have to 
shoulder hefty increases in toll 
rates effective Jan. 1. 

The rates would go up by as 
much as P10, following the ap- 
proval of the new fees last week 
by the Toll Regulatory Board 
(TRB) for the use of the three ma- 
jor expressways. 

‘The TRB said the toll along the 
North Luzon Expressway (NLEX) 
would remain unchanged until 


the Lopez-led Manila North Toll- 
ways Corp. (MNTC) submits its 
petition for new rates shortly be- 
fore it takes over operations from 
the Philippine National Construc- 
tion Corp. 

The ММТС had said that the 
rates along the NLEX could go up. 
by about 380 percent once it 
takes over early next year, to al- 
low the private group to recover 
its $371 million investment and 
to pay its creditors. 

The toll would go up by P10 
along the Skyway, an elevated 
and ground level highway, and P3 


along Coastal Road. But the in- 
creases would double for vans 
and buses, and three times more 
for trucks. 

Along the 30-kilometer SLEX, 
the toll per Kilometer would go 
up by 4 centavos to 56 centavos 
per kilometer for cars and jeeps, 
P1.12 for vans and buses, and 
PL68 for trucks. 

The SLEX is classified as a 
dosed highway where the rates 
are determined by every kilome- 
tertraveled. 

On the other hand, the Skyway 
and Coastal Road are open high- 


‘ways that impose a flat toll rate 
foreach class of vehicle. 

Close to half a million mo- 
torists that use the SLEX, Skyway 
and Coastal Road would be af- 
fected by the increase, The TRB 
said it would issue a public notice 
of the new rates before Christ- 
mas. 

“The TRB thinks the roll hikes 
are reasonable,” said Transport 
Undersecretary Arturo Valdez. 
"Toll operators are allowed to in- 
crease the rates each year as pro- 
vided for in their Supplemental 
Tollway Operation Agreement.” 


Christmas gifts for year-round fun 
in the water! 


GTI Sea Scooter - 4 


Intro price. 
P28,900 
only! 


Other more affordable gift ideas: Dolphin 


р 


~ SRP: P12,900 
Standard DPV SRP: P19,900. 


Sea Scooters 


* For snorkel 
Ting and 
diving 

‘ated 11 by 
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(rechargeable) |. 
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JEDDAH BOMBING AFTERMATH 


Metro under guard 


By Christian V. Esguerra, 
Leila B, Salaverria 
and Margaux C. Ortiz. 


THE POLICE are not taking 
any chances, 

‘Aiming to prevent an at- 
tack similar to that on the 
United States consulate in 
Jeddah, Saudi Arabia, the 
National Police has moved 
to fortify Metro Manila, par- 
ticularly embassies. (See re- 
lated story on Page Al. 

Ina two-page letter ofin- 
struction, PNP chief Direc- 
tor General Edgar Aglipay 
activated “Task Force Mani- 
la Shield," a top-level de- 
fense setup aimed at keep- 
ing the metropolis safe 
from terrorist attacks. 


Shield 

Under the setup, police 
fores in neighboring 
provinces will act as a 
shield and aid the National 
Capital Region Police OF 
fice in case of attacks. 

“The idea is to have a 


force to protect the back of 
the NCRPO while it's doing 
its job in Metro Manila,” 
Aglipay told the Inqumen 
yesterday. 

The Manila Shield will 
be under the command of 
the NCRPO's chief of staff, a 
police colonel who will di- 
rect the actions of all 
provincial police distriets 
оп the peripheries of the 
National Capital Region. 

The team includes the 
Special Action Force, an 
elite PNP unit which Agli- 
pay also formerly headed. 


Criminals, too 

Part of Manila Shield's 
goal is to prevent criminal 
elements from slipping into 
Metro Manila 

Security was particularly 
tightened around the al- 
ready fortress-like US Em- 
bassy on Roxas Boulevard 
in Manila. 

"There have been no spe- 
cific threats against the US 
‘embassy here in Manila, but 


the attack in Jeddah has 
made the terrorist threat 
very real,” said Sr Supt. 
Juanito de Guzman, West- 
em Police District (WPD) 
deputy for administration. 
Apart from the US Em- 
bassy, the WPD sent ош ad- 
ditional special operatives, 
beat patrol members and 
plainclothes policemen to 
guard vital installations in 
Manila like the Malacañang 
and the Pandacan Ой Depot. 
De Guzman said that un- 
dereover policemen had 
been deployed to the Mani- 
Ja Baywalk, a strip of Roxas 
Boulevard that has become 
a popular destination for 
promenaders. 


De Guzman said passing 
in front of or near the em- 
bassy would be all right, 
but stopping would surely 
draw the attention of secu- 
rity forces. 


No pictures, please 

He added that taking 
pictures of the embassy 
would be highly suspect. 

Checkpoints have been 
set up on the approach of 
security sensitive areas like 
the US Embassy. 

Strict security measures 
have also been set up in the 
Makati City area, where the 
police estimate hosted 90 
percent of embassies and 
consulates in the country. 


о арий 


Вых E 
The Prayer of The Lady of All Nations 
Lord Jesus Christ, Son of the Father 
send now Your Spirit over the earth. 
Let the Holy Spirit live 
in the hearts of all nations, 
that they may be preserved 
from degeneration, disaster and w: 

May the Lady of All Nations 
who once was Mary 
be our Advocate, Amen. 


Excerpts from 
“THE MESSAGES OF 
THE LADY OF ALL NATIONS" 


Make sure that the prayer...is spread as 
quickly as possible... The people who 
accept this prayer must promise to say it 
everyday, 


The world is degenerating. Itis being 
afflicted with disaster upon disaster 

Wars will continue until the Spirit of 
Truth comes with His help. Get the people 
back to the Cross... Do say this prayer in 
front ofthe Cross... It has been given for 
the salvation of the world, 


Itis the wish of the Father and the Son to 
send Me into the world in these times as 
the Co-Redemptrix, Mediatrix and 
Advocate’. This will constitute a new. 
and last Marian dogma, This picture 
will go before it 


When the last dogma in Marian history 
has been proclaimed, the Lady of All 
Nations will give peace, true peace to 
the world, The Nations, however, must 
say My prayer in union with the Church. 


Attention on Baywalk 

He said the stretch of the 
Baywalk from the US Em- 
bassy to Padre Faura Street 
would be receiving utmost 
attention. 

Also, people loitering 
near the 
would be closely watched. 


US Embassy 


Makati cops to go on bike patrol 


By Margaux С. Ortiz 


POLICEMEN on bicycle pa- 
trol will soon be a familiar 
sight in Мааз Central 
Business District. 

The National Capital Re- 
gion Police Office (NCRPO) 
yesterday launched the 
Southem Police Districts 
bike patrol program in an ef- 
fort to increase police visibili 
ty in the country's premier fi- 
nancial district. 

“This is in line with the 
NCRPO integrated police 
visibility program,” Razon 
told reporters. 


“With the program, people 
will be assured that the police 
are always around to protect 
them,” he added. 

Razon said 10 policemen 
оп mountain bikes would ini- 
tially be deployed to the Cen- 
tral Business District. 

Wearing shorts and T 
shirts, the policemen would 
be doing the rounds during 
the daytime. 

“They would patrol the fi 
nancial district ín teams so 
they would not be vulnerable. 
to attack," Razon said, stress- 
ing that the policemen should 
carry their service firearms 


Ayala Bridge now 
open to motorists 


By Tarra V. Quismundo 


AFTER closing its eastbound 
lene to motorists, Ayala 
Bridge, one of Manila's main. 
bridges, is now open to mo- 
torists traveling to and from. 
Taft Avenue to the Mala- 
cafiang and Legarda areas. 

The Deparunent of Public 
Works and Highways said 
yesterday that it had finished. 
major repairs on one side of 
the 140-meter bridge, and 
opened the closed portion 
ahead of schedule. 

“Our program was for 45 
days, but we finished it in 26 
days since it is a critical 
bridge and is used by VIPs,” 
said project engineer Eduar- 
до Santos of the DPWH Na- 
tional Capital Region Mainte- 
nance Division. 

‘The pre-World War П 
bridge, which was last re- 
paired in 1946, is a major link 
connecting the Ermita and 
San Miguel districts. 

Jt is also used by vehicles. 
bound for Malacafang and 
other government offices, in- 
duding the Deparument of 
Budget Management, among. 
others. 

The project, which re- 


ü 


quired extended work hours 
from DPWH personnel, was 
wrapped up just before Ty- 
phoon Yoyong hit the country 
last week, raising storm sig- 
nal No. 3 over Metro Manila. 

The P3 million project in- 
volved replacing steel bars 
and concrete holding the 
building to the ground, a por- 
tion of which was damaged 
by weather and barges pass- 
ing through the Pasig River. 

"The project had been two 
years overdue because of lack 
of funds. 

With the repairs, the 
bridge's eastbound portion 
‘would be good for at least 20 
years as the DPWH would en- 
Sure its safeness with quarter- 
ly inspections every year, 
Santos added. 

Repairs on the opposite 
side of the bridge, where 
steel bars had been corroded 
and the concrete already 
severely damaged through 
Wear and tear, would begin 
early next year. 

“We may schedule it after 
school closes to spare the 
public from the inconve- 
піепсе and the traffic prob- 
lems it could cause,” Santos 
said. 


ГА 


and communication radios at 
all times. 

‘Apart from being “environ- 
ment-friendly.” the police 
force would also save on gas 
with the project, the NCRPO. 
chief said 

“Our men would also get 
to exercise all the time, mak- 
ing them physically fit to do 
their jobs," he added. 

Bike patrols would soon be 
launched in the Ayala-Ala- 
bang business and commer- 
cial area in Muntinlupa, 
Global City in Taguig, and 
Roxas Boulevard in Pasay 
City. 


Sexy star’s 
husband 
in brawl 


By Tina G. Santos 


THE HUSBAND of the late 
sexy actress Halina Perez 
filed a complaint before the 
police in Quezon City after he. 
was allegedly mauled by a 
nightclub customer yesterday 
moming. 

In his complaint, Anthony 
Cuevas, 26, of Chico Street, 
Project 3, who is also a for- 
mer varsity player of National 
University, accused a certain 
Allan Salvador of punching 
him and hitting him with a 
beer bottle. 

Police said the incident oc- 
curred at about 3 a.m. in 
front of Decade's bar on Ro- 
ces Avenue, Barangay Laging 
Handa, Quezon City. 

‘Cuevas claimed that Sal- 
vador attacked him as he was 
оп his way out of the bar. 

Before the incident, Sal- 
vador reportedly шей to 
blame Cuevas for the scratch 
on the former's Ford Explores, 
which was parked in front of 
the pub. 

‘Trouble reportedly erupt- 
ed when Cuevas denied the 
accusation of Salvador. 


Chief Supt. Wilfredo Gar- 
Ча, Souther Police District 
director, said 500 of the dis- 
tricrs 3,000 policemen had 
been assigned to secure 
these foreign offices. 

"So far there havent 
been any threats against the 
embassies,” 
“But we are prepared.” 


Garcia said. 


From 1945 to 1959 the Blessed Virgin Mary appeared under the ttle "The Lady of All Nations" 
toa Dutch woman, 18а Peerdeman. On May 31, 2002 the Bishop of Haarlem/Amsterdam 

НЕ Most Reverend Josef Marianus Punt, DD declared these apparitions and the related messages, 
ofsupernatural origin, authentic. 


For free prayer cards, please write to: 
Confraterity of The Lady of All Nations, P.O. Box (8) 814 Dasmariñas Village, 1222 Makati City, 
Fax (02) 844-5572 or Confrateraity of The Lady of All Nations, Philmusa, Room 005 Mingson 
Bldg. P. Zamora St, Cebu City, Tel (032) 254-8542. 


Why are we offering this authentic 


Statue Of The Virgin In A 


Dome Immersed In The 
Miraculous Water Of Lourdes? 


If you have one or more wishes you would like to come true 
quickly, read the following, before it's too late: 
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BASKETBALL: pr 
Wek vs Ces EESTI 
am. (r9 p.m.); 50- RI 
lar Sports—New Jar- — 
sey leaves the swamp Compiled by L. Manguiat. 
to take on Cleveland at Gund Arena. 
TENNIS: ATP Croatia Open; 12 noon; Sports 
Pius—Check outils action from Cro. 
BADMINTON: China Super Grand Prix, 6 pum.: Solar Sports 
"minors est Shutters hal courti Cina. 
‘Schedules subjact to change without prior notice. 
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agnolia cooks Granny Goose 


THE MAGNOLIA duo of Mark Isip (12) and Warren Ybafiez apply ће 


squeeze on Granny Goose's Marvin Cruz. 


Welcoat deflects 
late Toyota run 


By Jasmine W. Payo 


MAGNOLIA-FEU rode on the big games 
of its veterans to repulse Granny Goose, 
72-62, and claim the leadership of the 
PBL Open Championship yesterday at 
the Makati Coliseum, 

Arwind Santos, who finished with 12 points 
and four blocks, triggered a fourth quarter run 
for the Wizards and then helped ward off a late 
rally by the Tortillos to pull his team to first place 
witha 7-3 record 

RJ Rizada topscored with 15 points while 
Warren Ybañez added 14 for Magnolia-FEU, 
which has now won five 
straight. 

"We executed very 
well especially on de- 
fense,” said coach Koy 
Banal after the Wizards 
avenged its 68-64 first- 
round loss to the Топй- 
los. "We didn't know their key players like (Den- 
nis) Concha, (Jet) Latonio and (Ardy) Larong. 
But this time, napag-aralan na namin sila. (We 
were able to study them.” 

Granny Goose slipped to third at 6-3, half a 
game behind idle Montaña's second-running 6-2 
slate, 

Earlier, Welcoat Paints nearly threw away a 
double-digit lead before holding on for a 75-68 
victory over Toyota Otis-Letran. 

“In order for us to make it to the top four, we 
have to beat Toyota and Ateneo,” said coach 
Caloy Garcia after Welcoat remained at fourth 
place with a 5-4 record. 

Toyota Otis-Lerran fell to fifth place at 4-6. 

Dennis Miranda kept Magnolia-FEU afloat 
and a Santos triple later gave the defending 
champions a 59-49 margin early in the fourth, 

"The Torillos gradually sliced the lead to 63- 
59, four minutes remaining. But Samos and 
Rizada cooled the rally down the stretch. 

The scores: 

First Game 

WELCORT 75—Tolomia 16, Tan 11, Washington 10, Sta. 
Mars 10, Origun 9, Reyes 7, Dy 7, Gamboa 5, Cochin 0, 
Guevara 0. Najorda 0. 

TOYOTA OTIS-LETRAN B8—Andaya 12, Aban 11, Macapa- 
qal 11, Coronel 11, Daa $, Dula 6, Abadla 2, Eni 2, Alcaraz 2, 
Piñera 2, Валь 0, Rodriguez O, Айн. 

Quarters: 19-13, 30-39, 65-54, 75-68. 

Second Game 

MAGNOLIA-FEU 72—Rtada 15, Yañez 14, Santos 12, 
Miranda 8, Jones 8, Isip 5. Chan 5, Raneses 2, Yabut 2, Co 1, 
Calo, Misolas 0, Razon 0. 

GRANNY GOOSE 62—Gruz 10, Larong В. Lanete 6, Cer- 
vants 6, Capati 5, Santos 5, Quifatan 5, DA 5, Latonio 3, Gri- 
1603. Concha 2, Ameda 2, has 2 

балит: 14-13, 32-32, 48-44, 72-82. 


GAMES TOMORROW 
(UST Gym) 
2pm—Montaña 
vs Granny Goose. 
1-а pm—Air Philippines 
ws CTSI-La Salle 


We've 
Conquered 


Baldness! 


Do you fel hopeless and helpless over your baldness 
problem? At Svenson International, you'll find effective 
solutions that will enable you to add more hair to your. 
balding head. Our advanced hair recovery technology will 
re-create the natural thickness texture and appearance of `| 
your hair. It's the intelligent choice for overcoming 
baldness. 


‘look much 
better with 
more hair!" 


- Jemuel 


1 look 
younger 
with a full 
head of 
hai, 


A 
SA 


BEFORE 


With Svenson's help, you can conquer baldness and 
enjoy the confidence of having more hair. Call us today! 


Svenson 


YOUR CHOICE NOT TO ВЕ BALD. 


. CALL 892-HAIR (4247) 


* QUEZON CITY BINONDO ALABANG 
ЧЕ Cedar Exec. Bldg. . Ti/FFederalTowerBidg.. 4/F Citibank-Frabelie Bldg. 


"I'm happier 
and I'm more 
[| active'now!" 


MAKATI 
15/F GT Tower 


CEBU ' 
T/F Keppel Centre * TEL: 234-0851 
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Even he knows 
where:to find 
a truly happy 

holiday. 
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Surely not your usual Christmas. Feel the Magic, 


‘This season, be delighted with over 25 rides and attractions, plus spectacular fireworks display nightly from Dec. 11 to Jan. 2! 


Park Schedule 
Dec. 8 to 10, 10am7pm 
Dec. 11 to 15 10am-0p: 
Dec. 18 to Jan. 2, 10am- 
Jan. 5107 10am7pm 
Jan. 8 10 9, 10am-l0pm 


Shuttle Service Schedule 

Dec. 8 о 10 & Jan. 3 to 7 10:30am 

Dec. 11 to Jan. 2 & Jan. В (o 9, 10:30am & 12:30pm 
Ayala Center Makati Bus Terminal, Park Square 2 


Admission Tickets 

EK Day Pass Php 500 

Child /Senior Day Pass Php 320 
Carousel Special Php 100. 


IMPA 


Everyone deserves а treat, ] 
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BOXING CLINIC 


Roach feels honored 


ROACI 


humble efforts would 
help in the discovery 
of future champs. 


FAMOUS American boxing train- 
ег Freddie Roach yesterday said 
he was very thankful and hon- 
огей for the chance to be of help 
to Philippine boxing. 

Roach, trainer of the year for 
2003, starts a two-day clinic at 
the Ninoy Aquino Stadium inside. 
the Rizal Memorial Sports Com- 
plex this morning. 

The clinic, offered free to the 
public, was organized by lawyer- 
sportsman Rudy Salud with the 
sponsorship of the Philippine 
Sportswriters Association and 
support from the Philippine 
Sports Commission. 

Today's session, from 8 a.m. 


— PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER ~ 


SPORTS 


to 12 noon, will consist ofa lec- 
ture and the question-answer 


portion. 


Day 2 tomorrow will center 
оп actual demonstrations of so- 
lutions to problems raised by 
clinic participants on the first у 


day. 


“1 know there are many other 
future world champi 


out there,” Roach said. 

“I hope my humble efforts 
would help in their discovery and 
development." 

‘Sports nutritionist Samirose 
Orbeta will also talk on the prop- 
er diet for boxers in today’s ses- 


sion. 


МЕ ASIA 
LIMITED 


КЕ Company) 


© 


VF Corporation takes all legal steps to protect its brands, licensees, 
distributors and authorized retailers from the sale of counterfeits and 


VF CORPORATION and its SUI 
are the owners of the following trademarks: 


BSIDIAI 


unauthorized products, which are prohibited by law. 


ITIS CRITICAL FOR RETAILERS AND BUYERS TO 
VERIFY THAT ANY BRANDED MERCHANDISE THEY. 


PURCHASE IS LEGITIMATE. 


If you are caught importing, manufacturing, selling or distributing products 
which unlawfully carry the above trademarks, or any imitations thereof, 
or similar versions thereto, we will prosecute you to the fullest extent | 


possible under the law. 


You can help prevent the sale of counterfeit products by reporting all instances to: 


VF ASIA LIMITED at via_enquiry@vfc.com 


QUISUMBING TORRES 


‘Counsel for VF Corporation. 

121Е Net One Center, 26th St. cor 3rd Ave.. Crescent Park West, 
Bonifacio Global City, Taguig 

Tel. No: 819-4700 Fax Nos.: 816-0080 / 728-7777 
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PACQUIAO (right) an 


By Recah Trinidad 


It flashed as a ray of hope that said 
the Filipino ring idol could be beaten. 

Fahsan, 30, relied on keen native 
sense, handed down to him by his poor 
farmer folks from southern Thailand, to 
read into Pacquiao's physique. 

Fahsan told the Inquirer through his 
English-speaking manager that Pac- 
quiao isnot in peak form. 

"We are hundred-percent sure he 
(Pacquiao) is not in the best condition," 
explained Jimmy  Chachotochuang, 
Fahsan’s manager 

Chachotochuang said this informa 
tion was relayed to him by Fahsan after 
his fighter had intently observed Pac- 
quizo limbering on the floor after work- 


AN AWFUL underdog, Fahsan 3K Battery yesterday saw some- 
thing strange in Manny Pacquiao's body. 


ing with the punch mitts at the Wild 
Card Gym in Parañaque. 

Fahsan explained that he noticed the 
physical imperfection through the un- 
even trickling of sweat from Pacquiao's 
muscular Бобу. 

"He just swear something was 
wrong,” Chachotochuang explained. 

The Thai manager, however, was 
quick to concede that Pacquiao enjoys 
‘an enormous edge in speed and power. 

But he said Pacquiao could indeed be 
unbeatable if he's coming in on Saturday 
in the same condition he had when he 
fought Juan Manuel Marquez last May. 

“Т think Pacquiao, at best, is only 80 
percent,” Fahsan's manager said. 
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Fahsan belittles.. 
Pacquiao's form 


‘And how prepared is Fahsan himself? 

“A hundred and 10 percent,” he 
quipped confidently. 

He bragged, for example, that Fahsan 
һай completed а total 90 rounds of 
sparring in two months. 

Pacquiao totaled 76 rounds of spar- 
ring in less than two months. 

"The Thal camp added that they had 
followed Pacquiao's training through lo- 
cal reports on the Intemet, 

“At best, he had thorough training for 
only three weeks, and thats very insuffi- 
cient,” the Thai fight manager said, 

Fahsan butted in and mumbled 
something in Thai. 

‘Translated, Pacquiao's foe said it 
would be wrong for the RP boxing hero 
to underestimate him. 

Freddie Roach, Pacquiao's trainer, 
however, insisted his fighter would be 
100 percent come Saturday night. 
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RIZAL AVENUE 


TELEVISION people, who invested heavily on 
Saturday's big fight in Taguig, know it could 
be over ina snap. 

A mismatch would be hard to avoid. 

Promoters, organizers, together with ad- 
vertisers, are bound to lose money. 

But is Manny Pacquiao to blame? 
| He could indeed come over-prepared for 

his obscure Thai foe with the ring name Fah- 

san 3K Battery. 

The Thai, роптауей as a devourer of 
Pinoy boxers, may have trained twice as 
hard as Pacquiao. 

But he gets a chance to turn Philippine 
boxing on its head only if Pacquiao, a bil- 
liards addict, had again spent many late 
nights in the pool parlor. 

But that did not happen. 

Pacquiao did go out to play pool, but he 
did so only once during the final phase of 
his rigid training. 

This was bared by Freddie Roach, the 
famous trainer who molded Pacquiao in- 
to a world boxing sensation. 

In that single night out, Roach said his 
fighter returned early and was in bed be- 


the sensation from GenSan 
would be at his best on fight night. 

This Roach claim, naturally, further fu- 
eled speculations that the “Yanig sa 
Taguig" mainer would be a mismatch, 

In fact, there were those who advised 
that Pacquiao should've not been made to 
fight if he could not get a worthy oppo- 
nent. 

‘These same people also wondered why 
fans would be forced to watch a tasteless 
bout. 

Funny, but among those called to task was 
Jawyer-sportsman Rudy Salud, who has got- 
ten out of his way to drum up support for the 
Pacquiao fight at The Fort in Taguig on Sat- 
urday. 

For coming to the aid of the promoters, 
Salud had been criticized. 

Salud had to again explain that, in the 
case of Pacquiao, a mismatch could not be 
avoided ar this point фе fighter' career. 

‘Why? With Pacquiao's superb condition, 
Salud said only three or four fighters in his 
class, like Marquez, Morales and Barrera, 
could provide an apt challenge to the Fil- 
ipino ring celebrity. 

All others would pale in comparison. 


If there's anybody to blame, it's Pac- 


Thai shift points 
to interesting mismatch 


Bare Eve 
P 


Recab Trinidad V 


Local fight fans 
are busy placing a bet 
in which round Fahsan 
would be knocked out 


"Pacquiao has become such a super 
athlete that anyone outside of the elite 
featherweight circle would pale in com- 
parison,” Salud explained. 

As things stand, Salud said Saturday's 
outing for Pacquiao was the best promot- 
ers could offer local fight fans under the 
situation. 

At least, Pacquiao will have to stay at 
peak form, and this should help immea- 
surably in his scheduled rematch against 
Mexican double world featherweight 
champ Juan Manuel Marquez next Febru- 


агу. 

In the case of the Thai visitor, local fight 
fans are busy placing a bet in which round 
he would be knocked out. ' 

Well, Fahsan will indeed come in as an 
awful underdog, but it's too early to count 
him out. 

For the record, the Thai camp had been 
quoted earlier that Fahsan would run in the 
first four rounds. 

Tehsans handlers had said the Thai 
would not bang it up promptly with Pac- 
quiao.. 

They said Ваһап would first wait for ex- 
haustion to set in before their fighter starts 
totear at his oe. yp 

But this was bared before Fahsaii 
маз in Manila earlier, rerumed for yes 
day's press preview at the Wild Card були 
Parafaque. 

Ina startling twist, the Thai camp told 
мияга they are shelving that initial plot 

Fahsan, after sensing something мч 
with Pacquiao's conditioning, has decid, 
bang it up, meet his foe head on, right 
first bell. T 


quiao himself for being that good, Salud 
quipped. 


"This sudden shift alone points toa 
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Beermen 


ALREADY defying preseason expectations, 
Purefoods will go out and пу to pull off the 
most unexpected stunt: Nailing one of the 
choice seats in the Gran Matador PBA Philip- 
pine Cup at the PhilSports Arena. 

The TJ Hotdogs face sister squad San 
Miguel Beer today, hoping to force a tight 
three-way battle for the No. 2 spot at the end 
of the elimination round. The top two teams 
after the double round-robin affair automati- 
cally advance to the semifinals of the tourna- 
ment. 

The TJ Hotdogs (7-6) will gun for that in- 
centive using a win against the Beermen in 
their 4:20 p.m. encounter to boost their 
chances. 

Talk 'N Text, despite losing back-to-back 
games, has managed to sustain its hold of the top 

spot with a 103 
record. But Shell, an- 
other team on ап un- 
expected run, has 
inched closer with its 
10-5 slate. Barangay is 
running third at 9-4. 

The Phone Pals 
fumbled against Sta. 
Lucia Realty and Co- 
ca-Cola and hope to 
arrest that slide 
against Red Bull 
Barako in the other 
game at 7:20 p.m. 

Coach Yeng 
Guiao's Barako are 
оп а two-game roll 
but they will miss 
Junthy Valenzuela 
and Vergel Meneses 
anew because of in- 
juries. 

Valenzuela had 
bone spurs removed on his left foot and will 
be out for two to four more weeks. 

Meneses has back problems and still can- 
not join the Barako's practice sessions for an- 
other week. 

Hounded by injuries in the past, the TJ Hot- 
dogs of coach Ryan Gregorio are slowly get- 
ting back their bearings with Noy Castillo, Ed- 
die Laure and Mike Hrabak now on the road 
to full recovery after suffering various ail- 
ments, 

“Injuries had been our main problem in the 
past. We want to be as healthy as possible to 
keep us competitive,” said Gregorio. 

The TJ Hotdogs landed no better than 
eighth place in the succeeding conferences af- 
ter capturing the 2002 Governors Cup due to 
injuries on some of their key players. 

‘While the TJ Hotdogs are running smooth- 
ly, the Beermen had a bumpy ride so far after 
losing two straight games. The Beermen 
yielded against the Turbochargers and the 
FedEx Express, installing them at 6-7 in the 
middle ofthe standings. June Navarro 
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Tak'NText 10 3 

Shell 10 5 

Barangay 4 
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GAMES TODAY 
(PhitSports Arena) 

430 pm. —Pureloods 
vs San Miguel Beer 
720p m—Tak "N 
Text vs RedBull 

Barako 
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2 By Musong В. Castillo. 


SANTO Tomas was pushed to the limit before dealing the PSC Lady 
Legends their first loss yesterday in the Shakey's V-League elimina- 


tions at the Rizal Coliseum. 

Roxanne Pimentel stood at the van- 
guard of the Tigresses assault as UST 
pulled off а five-set escape, 18-25, 25- 
16,1725, 25-14, 15-9. 

"The 5-foot-10 Pimentel found ways to 
crack the defense obviously focused on 
her and sill got away with 24 points as 
the Tigresses won the marathon two-hour 
match for a 3-0 card and the solo lead. 

The defending champions came back 
from a first-set loss and scored the win 
by winning the last two with a flourish, 
holding the Lady Legends to only 23 
markers. 

“Trold them [players] not to be intimi- 
dated,” said UST coach August Sta. Maria. 
“We came out flat and it almost cost us. 


GAMES TOMORROW 
(Rizal Memorial Colseam) 
Эрл,—бза Sebastian vs Letran 
5 p.m—far Eastern vs Lyceum 
We played our game in the last two sets 
and that was the key to our win." 

Inthe second game, La Salle notched 
а first win, holding off San Sebastian, 
21-25, 25-14, 25-21, 25-17. 

‘The Lady Archers improved to 1-1, 
dropping San Sebastian to 0-2. 

After losing only one set in taking 
their first three matches, the Lady Leg- 
ends slid to second with a 3-1 card. The 
loss yesterday was a huge blow to the 


" UST tossers pin first 
1055 on Lady Legends 


veterans. 

Legends coach Таш Suzara blamed 
poor reception for the tumble. 

"We could not get our offense going 
in the final two sets because of poor re- 
ception," Suzara said. 

"ht least it was a good fight. We still 
leamed from this loss.” 

Pimentel, a regular in the RP team 
and the squad's other reinforcement af- 
ter setter Rubie de Leon, was simply too 
much, as 19 of her total came off out- 
right winners despite seeing double- 
women blocks all game. 

“We started the game believing that 
we can beat that team,” Sta. Maria said. 

Theresa de la Rosa led the Legends 
with 17 points, with Zenaida Chavez 
adding 16. 

Rosemarie Prochina chipped in with 
13 for PSC, which missed attacker Amy 
Guanco who sprained her right ankle. 
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Navy golfers set pace 
in Fil-Am Invitational 


By Frank Cimatu 
PDI Northern Luzon Bureau 


BAGUIO CITY—Rommel Gomez 
scored 36 points to lift Philippine 
Navy to the top of Flight B in the Fil 
Division of the 55th Fil-Am Invita- 
tional Golf Tournament here. 

Navy posted a 105-point aggre 
gate under the PAL Stableford scor- 
ing system to lead the Baguio City 
Government Team, led by Rep. 
Mauricio Domogan, by six points. 

Good Samaritan was in joint third 
with Yokosan with 88 while Cham- 
pirik Golf Team was fifth with 79. 

Favorite Camp Aguinaldo inexpli- 
cably showed up with only three 
players and managed 78 in the "five 
to play four to score" format. 

Eat Bulaga-Macabud, led by for- 
mer senator Vicente Sotto Ш and 
brother-actor Vie Sotto, was a flop, 
scoring only 56 points to place 12th 
inthe field of 13. 

Okinawa Golf Club, one of the 
original entries, did not play. 

The Sotto brothers played badly 
in Camp John Hay and did not regis- 
tertheirscores. 

In the Am Division of Flight C, 
Guam Kool Swingers turned in 90 


SOTTO'S Eat Bulaga ends upa flop. 


points to build a 15-point lead over 
Fil Golfers of Hawaii, Crystal Dew 
Matikas and Dugong Bughaw which 
all turned in 75s. Eva Airways was 
fifth with 68, followed by Nueva Eci- 
ja Golf Club with 66. 

Club Marinduque led Flight C of 
the Fil Division with 104 points be- 
hind Gary Sales’ 32 and Arnold Ju- 
malon's 26. Fil Golfers of Hawaii 
was second with 96 points while the 


San Diego Pines Golf Club was a far 
third with 78. 

Their rival team, Fil-Am at Diego, 
was fourth with 70, followed by 
Sundowners with 65 and Rural 
Bankers Association of the Philip- 
pines with 63. 

Former Bataan Gov. Leonardo Ro- 
man scored 23 points but his other 
teammates at Capitol Hills Golf Club 
faltered with 59 to place seventh. 

Jun Aqui scored 27 points to lead 

front-running Syndicate in 
Flight Cof the Am Division. 

Syndicate's 82 points was 15 be- 
hind the 97 scored by Mario's Mulli- 
gans and Batch 92. 

Baguio City Government Il was 
fourth with 60, a point behind 
Davao Eagle Masters. The flight's fa- 
vorite, Pines Golf Club of California, 
only managed 54 points with only 
three players scoring. 

Meanwhile, Rudy Ordoñez of the 
DKA Los Angeles Golf Team scored 
his first hole-in-one in his seven- 
year participation in the Fil-Am. 

Ordofezs ace on Hole No. 1 of 
the Baguio Country Club course 
made the Cavite-born player eligible 
for a Lucerne watch worth 
P250,000. 


Alabang clinches chess crown 


By Marlon Bernardino 
Contributor 


TAGAYTAY CITY—Alabang- 
Muntinlupa City topped the 2004 
National Inter-Cities and Munici- 
palities despite yielding to Tagaytay 
City A, 3-1, Monday night in Game 
‘Two of their tide showdown at the 
‘Tagaytay Sports Center here. 

‘The sixth-seeded Alabang team 
blanked top seed Tagaytay А, 40, in 
Game One Monday night, seizing the 
momentum in the championship duel 
of the tournament organized by the 
National Chess Federation of the 
Philippines. 

“Tm proud of the boys, they really 
did their best,” said team manager 
and Barangay Alabang chair Vietor 
Ulanday "After our 4.0 win in Game 
One, itwas hard for Tagaytay to recov- 


It's not just.a Credit Card 


er as it also needed to blank us in 
Game Two to force a playoff. 

“Ies good that Oliver (Dimakiling) 
and Basilio (Pandan) were able to 
draw their games and give us victory" 

Fide Master Dimakiling and the un- 
titled Pandan drew with Intemational 
Master Richard Bitoon and Edmundo 
Сагиз on boards 2 and 4, respectively, 
to key Alabang’s victory worth 
P100,000. 

Their draws compensated for the 
losses teammates Grandmaster Nel- 
son Mariano П and Randy Segarra ab- 
sorbed against GM Joey Antonio and 
llyearcld Wesley So on boards 1 
and 4, respectively. 

Fifth seed Maynila B, composed of 
IM candidate Darwin Laylo, reigning 
‘Asian Zonal champion Ronald Dableo, 
Noel Dela Cruz and Carlo Magno 
Rosaupan, captured third place with a 


3-1 triumph over third seed Dasmari- 
баз (Cavite) in Game Two. 

Dasmariñas, powered by IM Petro- 
nio Roca, NM Oliver Barbosa, Ray- 
mond Salcedo and Ivan Gil Biag, 
forced a 2-2 tie in Game One. 

NCFP president Go Teng Kok 
thanked the Tagaytay City govem- 
ment, headed by Mayor Abraham To- 
lentino, for sponsoring the annual 
event which attracted 27 teams. 

‘Tagaytay A received the runner- 
prize of P60,000 plus trophy whil 
Maynila B got P40,000 plus trophy for 
third place. 

Rounding out the top 13 are Canti- 
lan (Surigao Del Sur), Marikina City 
Mandaluyong City, Tanauan City 
(Batangas), Makati City, Manila 
(Philippine Navy), Maynila "А, Que- 
топ City and Muntinlupa City (Office 
ofthe Mayor). 
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Bikathon organizers label Trade 


By Roy Luarca 


‘THE TOUR Pilipinas yesterday banned the 
star-studded Casino Filipino Trade Team 
from vying in the two-day qualifying races 


and the 2005 Tour Pilipinas itself. 


Organizers of the annual bikathon said the ban 
е playing field and allow the Tour to 


will level 


maintain its "domestic status.” 


Paquito Rivas, the 1989 Tour champion and now 
president of the bikathon's race management 

ippine National Cycling Association, said 
the Tour intends to cater to riders who do not enjoy 
the same perks enjoyed by the “Trade Team profes- 


group, 


Red Ribbon 


football fiesta 
returns today 


THE RED Ribbon Football Fiesta tournament re- 
sumes today at the Ateneo pitch in Katipunan 
when Group B leaders Marist School and host 
Ateneo decide which of them advances into the 
semifinal round at 9 a.m. The winner is assured 
ofa place in the semis in a format that allows the 
top team of each group and the second best of ei- 
ther Group A, В or С to advance. The qualifiers 
then enter a crossover semifinal round with the 


winners meeting on the Dec. 19 finals.” 
Group A games today fea 


Philippine Football Federation. 


Iloilo, Negros 
booters near 
title collision 


GAMES TODAY 
{uote Sports Complex) 
Ba.m.—Negros Occidental vs Cagayan 
али обо Cebu 


ILOILO CITY—Host lloilo and bitter rival 
Negros Occidental swept their respective. 
groups with nary а problem Monday to 
move within а win of setting up a title 
showdown in the first PFF-Adidas Futsal 
Championship at the ойо Sports Com- 
plex covered court here. 

The Negrenses topped Group A after 
dumping Tarlac, 14-1, in the morning 
and then capped their dominance with 
a masterful 8-3 triumph over Cebu- 
Lhuillier in the afternoon to finish the 
eliminations with a 3-0 card. 

Not to be outdone, Iloilo also scored 
runaway victories over FA Rizal, 13-2, 
and Cagayan/Misamis Oriental, 13-4, 
respectively. 

The Negrenses will face Cagayan 
while the llonggos take on the Ce- 
buenos in the semis of the event spon- 
sored by WG&A Superferry, Aboitiz, 
Red Ribbon and Petron. 

The Cagayanos made it to the semis 
by stunning Laguna, 5-4, in the crucial 
match, Cagayan's Jhulfed Royo played 
hero when he found the net with only 
two minutes left, 


unbeaten Xavier 
school against Mendiola FC at 2:30 p.m. at Xavier in 
San Juan while Southridge School, another unde- 
feared squad in Group A, meets Magat Salamat at 9 
am. in Alabang. Group C, which takes a bye today, 
has the Colegio San Agustin/Hed Center/Claret 
School selection ahead with no losses followed by 
Cheng Hua with one defeat. The Red Ribbon Foot- 
ball Fiesta is the official Under-14 tourney of the 


sionals.” 

“Tour Pilipinas Ine. chair Bert Lina, also the presi 
dent of the national federation for cylin: 
(Philcyling), backed Rivas’ stand, 

“It was a matter of making sure that the bigger 
flock benefits from our endeavor,” said Lina. "Thx 
‘Trade Team riders are well taken care of by ет 
managers and the Tour would only want to tend t 
those who do not get the same privilege.” 

"The Trade Team riders, including Tour defending: 
champion Rhyan Tanguilig, has contracts to race ли 
international races as Trade Team II, a classificatio:: 
of professional teams in the Union Cycliste Кие 
tionale, the world governing body for cycling. 

"The other Trade Team members аге Merculo 


Del Rosario 


SINGAPORE—The Philippines Liza 
del Rosario shot a six-game series of 
1225 pinfalls Monday and ranked No. 
18 after the first round of the women's 
‘competition in the 2004 AMF Bowling 
World Cup at the SuperBowl Safra 
Mount Faber lanes here. 

Del Rosario, Asia's top female 
bowler, averaged 204.17 pins but still 
trailed frontrunner Ann-Maree Put- 
ney of Australia by 161 pins. 

‘Former World Cup champion Shalin 
Zulkifi of Malaysia checked in second 
at 1341, followed by Canada’s Kerrie 
Ryan-Glach (1310), Japan's Hiroko 
Shimizu (1302), Indonesia's Angelina 
Капо (1299), Germany's Martina Beck- 
el (1283), Frances Laurence Fievet 
(1270), Cyprus’ Niki Schiza (1268), 
Denmark's Annere Biltoft (1267) and 
Norway's Irene Kragh Eckel (1259). 

Canadian Jack Guay assumed lead- 
ership after the second round of the 
men's competition by scoring 2818 in 
12 games. He rolled 1486 in the sec- 
ond six-game block yesterday. 
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PRESIDENTIAL GOLD CUP: PCSO Chair Sergio Valenc 
from right) signs a memorandum of agreement with the| 
Inc. and the Philippine Racing Commission, represented} 
Ramon Ereñeta Jr. (seated left) and Philracom chair Jam 
on the staging ofthe prestigious 32nd PCSO Presidentia 
‘Sunday at the Santa Ana Park, Also at the ceremony we 
PCSO's committee on races chair Jose Malang, publicity 
Garcia, AGM for corporate planning Israel Estrella, AGI 
Paruginog, AGM for marketing and production Nilo Chir 
races manager Rey Empremiado. 


Cagayan finished with a 2-1 record 
in Group B while Cebu also wound up 
with a 2-1 mark in Group A. 

Drawing inspired performances 
from Nonoy and Joshua Fegidero, the 
Negrenses encountered little problem 
in dispatching the Tarlac booters as 
they displayed crisp passing and bril- 
liant plays that earned them raves 
from the crowd. 

The Fegidero brothers tallied three 
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Race 1—1. Scud Missile 2. Thy- 
wilbedonsJust Joshua 3. 
Ahoy My Boy 

Race 2—1. Noble House 2. Hes fj 
Splendid 3. Epic Energy 4. Di- 
vine Right 

Race 3—1. Gold Money 2. Soy 
Numero Uno 3. Look Who's 
Playing 4. Original 5. Mas Que 
Nada 

Race 4—1. Queen Banana/My 


АТ SANTA ANA ВУ MR. 999 


Rabbonnie 2. Най Medium 3. 
Native Prince 4. Dynasty 

Race 5—4 
Yokozuna 3. Ocean Cook- 


ie/Risk Taker 4, Sir 6 
Manila Magic 
Race 6—1. Bingbong 2. F 
Golden Moment 4. Ра. ' 
Race 7—1. Pulilan Beauly 
Eagle 3. Decidido 4, Gis 
Heart 5. Power of оп." 
Race 8—1. Race for Gold 
ing Glory 3. Wild Osp 1 
Red Thunder 5. Sham Sham 6 
Hong Kong Girl + 


Formidable Ella 2. 


XS) 


Team standouts 


amos, Айе Catalan, Albert Primero, Lloyd Rey- 
hane, Victor Espiritu, Bernard Luzon , Ronald Gor- 
antes, Thomas Martinez and Joel Calderon. 

part from being enlisted men of the Armed 
forces, majority of the Trade Team riders get month- 
у salaries from Casino Filipino on top of allowances 
уеп they race abroad, according to Rivas, regarded. 
з the Tour's original Eagle of the Mountain. 

‘The announcement of the ban was lauded by par- 
icipants of the 2005 Air21 Tour Pilipinas qualifying 
esterday, including national pool member Amold 
Marcelo, who formed the tip of a five-man first 
roup in the 194.6-km massed start race that started 

jan, Batangas, and wound up in Alfonso, Cavite. 

Marcelo, of Marikina City towed Nueva Ecia’s Or- 


‘privileged pros’ 


lie Vilanueva and Amel Espino, Plaridel’s Benito 
[Lopez and Vietnam SEA Games mountain bike bronze 
medalist Frederick Feliciano to the finish in four hours, 
51 minutes and 28.76 seconds as they stood out 
among the 289 riders who answered the starting gun. 

The Tour veterans, including former champions 
Warren Davadila, Amel Quirimit and Bemardo 
Llentada and the nifty Loreto Mandi, advanced to 
todays Day Two race—a 39.6-km individual time 
trial from Balayan, Batangas, to Tagaytay City. 

The PNCA adopts a points system to determine. 
the 78 cyclists who will ride for 10 teams of eigh 
riders each in the summer Tour. Reigning Sprint 
King Enrique Domingo and Rookie ofthe Year Baler 
Ravina are seeded to the next Тош. 


anks 18th in World Cup 


KUALA LUMPUR—Former Thai sol- 
dier Thongchai Jaidee and Scotland's 
Simon Yates are preparing for a two- 
‘way shoot-out for Order of Merit hon- 
ors at the season-ending Volvo Mas- 
ters of Asia 

Defending champion Thongchai 
leads Thai-based Yates by just under 
$53,000 on the money list heading 
into the $500,000 event at the lush 
Kota Permai Golf and Country Club, 
which starts Thursday 

With $99,000 on offer to the win- 
ner, and $62,000 to the runner-up, 
Yates cannot finish lower than second 
place if he is to deny Thongchai a sec- 
ond Order of Merit title in four years. 


Que plays spoiler 

Looming as the tournament's dark 
horse is the Philippines’ Angelo Que, 
winner of the Carlsberg Masters 2004 
Vietnam event last month. 

Que came from behind to beat the 
Thai hotshot by two shots for his 
breakthrough victory on the Asian 
tour. He was the first Filipino to win 
an Asian Tour since 1998, when Ro- 
drigo Cuello topped the Hong Kong 

Thongchai, who has pocketed just 
under $360,000 in prize money this 
season, looks well-placed to retain his 
title. But the Thai ace is taking no 
chances and has flown his swing 
coach to Malaysia to keep an eye on 

s game. 

The move was partly in response to 
Thongchals display at the Omega 
Hong Kong Open last week, where he 
finished joint 38th after a mixed four 
rounds where he shot 67-68-72-73. 


European Tour success 

Thongchai, the first Thai winner on 
the European Tour following his 
Malaysian Open success, has some i 
jury woes though in his title defense, 
saying a back strain has been trou- 
bling him. 

"T wasn’t able to turn my body fully 
оп the back swing in Hong Kong and 


duel seen in 
Volvo Masters; 


Ва. 


ANGELO Que chips onto the green during the Volvo Masters of Asia Pro-Am. лт 


Remy Ong was second 
lied by UAE's Muhamed 
741), Italy's Maurizio 
ketherlands’ Marcel van 
ЭЗ), Finland's Kai Virta- 
celand's Magnus Mag- 


e 21 


| 
1 
4 


а (seated, second 
Philippine Racing Club 
by PRCI EVP and COO 


(from left) the 
[manager Manuel 
forfinance Betsy 
[cuanco and draw and 


suseco and Bob Rommel 
[ck hardest for the Hong- 
lied 13 goals in their last 
ving their provincemates 
nto celebrate this early. 
mel Cuizon stood out as 
Linant performer for the 
ng seven goals in the 
tory over Oriental Min- 


musson (2703), Thailand's Siriphon 
Mayura (2691), Poland's Pawel Biels- 
ki (2688) and Costa Rica's Alejandro 
Reyna (2672). 

‘Overnight leader Jason Belmonte 
‘of Australia and 45 other players from 


ASEAN MEET 


WITHIN 
STRIKING 
DISDTANCE 
The 

Philippines’ 
Liza del 
Rosario, Asia's 
top female 
bowler, 
averages 
204.17 pins but 
still trails. 
frontrunner 
Ann-Maree 
Putney of 
Australia by 

161 pins. mesoa 
orasan 


Squad B, induding the Philippines 
Chester King, have mot complered 
their second-game block. 

The bowlers will гой a total of 24 
games with the top 24 men and top 24 
women advancing to the second stage. 


Olympian Rivero 
leads crack RP team 


ATHENS Olympic vet- 
eran Marie Antonene 
Rivero leads a big 
group of the Perron 
National Taekwondo 
Team that will leave 
for Indonesia tomor- 
Tow to compete in the 
7th Asean champi- 
onships set Dec. 9-13 
in Jogjakarta. 

According to Philip- 
pine Taekwondo Asso. VERO 
ciation president Robert N, Aventa- 
Jado, the group includes 14 senior 
men and women, 16 junior men 
and women, four officials and three. 
international referees. 

Dr: Manolo Gabriel is che delega- 
tion head, Stephen Femandez is the. 
team manager while Victor Em- 
manuel Veneracion and Robeno 
Cruzare the senior men's and wom- 
en's and junior men's and women's 
coaches, respectively. 

The three referees in the group 
are Loreto Velasquez, Mario Frig- 
illana and Jaime Robianes. 

‘Taekwondo jins from 10 other 
countries—Indonesia, — Thaland, 
Myanmar, Laos, Singapore, 
Malaysia, East Timor, Vietnam, Cam- 


WEEKLY WINNERS 
1. Gary Corpuz 
Binan, Laguna 


a. Mick Salamera 
Caloocan City 

3. Ramon Cubrilla 
Zamhnanna City 


Pasig City 


Sta. Cru: 


bodia and Brunei—are. 
wing for honors. 
PTA vice president 
Sung Chon Hong ex- 
pects his wards to do 
well. "Were always 
rated among the fa- 
vorites in this touma- 
ment,” said Hong. 
Aside from Rivero, 
ihe members of the 
team sponsored by 
Petron, Philippine 
Sports Commission and Accel are: 
Senior menoin Рай Шәл, Carios 
Padia V, Manuel Ren Jr, Вах Damo 
Ramos, Emesio Juen Mendoza, Aleander 
Bones and Dax Бело Marie 
Senor women—Kattieen Eurice Nora 
ordre Lordle Catalan, May Divi Papelera, 
Esher Marie Singson, Ма Сіс Rods and 
Маайа Bonito 
air men—Nicle Маре Paolo 
Miguel Angels, богро Von Geri de Guzman, 
Mark Reynad Dizon, Оеп Rocet Resta, 
Loreto Velasquez x, Кагал Org and айт 
Бл 
Juror womens Paine Reyes, 
Paine Therese Angas, Gare Roco Aran- 
zanso, Aphrodie Bares, Kaitisen Kaye 
Rolle, Rubyyn Mapa, Kathleen Valerzuea 
‘and Kiste Baina Aoa. 


used my hands more which resulted 
in stray shots," he said. 

“(My swing coach will) Ву down to 
Kuala Lumpur with me to keepan eye 
on my swing, which has some faults 


atthe moment.” 

Yates, meanwhile, is enjoying a ca- 
reer-best season with опе win and 
seven top-10s and has surpassed the 
$300,000 mark in earnings this year. 


Yates, a former downhill skier for 
Scotland before swapping his skis for 
golf clubs, is only $4,500 short of 
reaching the $1 million career eam. 

ings milestone. 


THINK DIFFERENT 
SHAPES 


INTEGRAL SUPERJUBILÉ 
High-tech coramics 
Scratchproof sapphire crystal 


THINK DIFFERENT 
MATERIALS 


Caso and dial with real diamonds 
Triple safety clasp made of titanium 


RADO 


SWITZERLAND 


www timeline com.ph 


$ 101 The Podium, ADB Avenue, Ortigas Center, Mandaluyong City | Phone: (02) 687-3077 


Neo massa и Моем tranches: SM Cty Pampanga (945) 969-0721 + SM Сау Cagayan de Oro (080) 858- 


оз. SM Слу Davao (002) 207-9608 


Congratulations to the Lucky winners of Joe Rocket 


Alter Ego Jacket for monthly winners and Special 


Edition Rudy Project shades for weekly winners, just 
une of the many prizes up 


4. Daniel Garcia 


5. Francis Pesigan 


Laquna 


S Castrol 


MONTHLY WINNERS 


Pangasinan 


2. Leunila Santos 
Мецсацацеп, Bulacan 


t BEST COPY AVAILABLE { 


. Rudy С. Ranola Jr. 


3. Wilbert Navarra 
Makati City 


VIJAY Singh capsan unbelievable golf season 


by earning the nod of his peers 
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No debates, Singh is golf’s best this year 


JACKSONVILLE, Florida—Vijay Singh 
made sure there was no debate about 
who was No. 1 in golf. 

Disappointed last year by losing to 
"Tiger Woods in a close race, Singh used 
that as motivation to tum in a dominant 
season that made him an easy choice as 
PGA Tour player of the year. 

"This year was a landslide,” Singh said 
Monday from New York, where he was 
presented the Jack Nicklaus Award, which 
is voted on by PGA Tour players. “My 
thought this year was to play hard and 
play good for the whole season. That was 
a fulfilling thing. I didn't have to wait for 
the votes.” 

‘The PGA Tour doesnt release the final 
votes, although that didn't stop Singh 
from asking whether any of his peers vot- 
ed for someone other than him. 

How could they? 

Singh dethroned Woods at No. 1 in the 
world ranking by beating him in a dramat- 
ic duel outside Boston in September. He 
finished so strong that Singh shattered 
‘Woods’ earnings record, becoming the 
first $10 million man in golf And by win- 


ning six of his last nine events, he became 
only the sixth player in PGA Tour history 
to win at least nine times. 

“Кз been a big year,” Singh said. "Inev- 
er thought it was going to be this big, but 
its so satisfying to know it has come to 
this. It was well worth the journey. Its just 
overwhelming.” 

Singh could have been talking about 
any number of journeys 

it was tough enough coming from 
‘South Pacific islands of Fiji, where Singh 
used to run across an airport runway to 
gettothe golf course. 

Banished from tournament golf over al- 
legations he doctored a scoreboard, Singh 
worked as a club pro in Bomeo and a 
bouncer ata bar in Scotland until he could 
save up enough money to play on the Eu- 
тореап tour, and eventually make his way 
‘over to America. 

But the toughest leg might have been 
this year. Singh figured it would take at 
least two or three years to have a chance 
tobe No. 1 inthe world, and he got it done 
sooner than anyone imagined. 

It started with a victory at Pebble 


Beach, then back-to-back wins in New Or- 
Jeans and Houston. He won the Buick 
Open outside Detroit by holding off John 
Daly and Woods, then captured his third 
major at the PGA Championship in a play- 
off at Whistling Straits. 

Singh swept all the big awards in 
goif—the Атой Palmer Award for win- 
ning the money tide with $10.9 million 
and the Vardon Trophy for having the low- 
est scoring average. He earlier locked up 

PGA of America player of the year, 
‘which is based on points. 

Next up is the encore. 

Singh tums 42 in February, but he al- 
ready has started a new workout program 
“to take ita lite higher" and he sees him- 
self playing into his 50s as long as he stays 
competitive. 

But he has gone from chasing Woods to 
being ahead of the pack, and Singh wants 
to stay there. 

“Аз they say its really hard to get to the 
top, but to stay there is going to be the 
hardest thing,” Singh said. Ч feel like Pm 
inan open plain, where ай I see 5 the hori- 
топ. 1 feel like Fm running, and everyone 


is chasing me. Tm just running as fast as T 
can. 


Other awards 

Craig Stadler won Champions Tour 
player of the year, while Jimmy Walker 
was voted beston the Nationwide Tour. 

The PGA Tour rookie of the year also 
was an easy choice British Open cham- 
pion Todd Hamilton, 39, who got his card 
at Q-school a year ago after toiling for a 
dozen years on the Asian and Japan tours. 

Hamilton won the Honda Classic with a 
bircie-irdie finish for a one-shot victory 
over Davis Love Ill, then went toe-to-toe 
with Emie Els over the final 40 holes at 
Royal Troon, beating him in а playoff, 

John Daly won PGA Tour comeback 
player of the year, winning the Buick Invi- 
tational in a three-man playoff for his first 
PGA Tour victory in nine years, and his 
fiston US soil since 1994. 

Mark McNulty of South Africa was the 
Champions Tour rookie of the year, while 
Hubert Green returned from cancer and 
was Champions Tour comeback player of 
the year. АР 


COMEBACK KIDD 


Nets receive _ 
timely assist. 


EAST RUTHERFORD, New Jersey—Jason Kidd made his season de- 
but and assisted on Richard Jefferson's game-winning jumper from 
the lane with 7.1 seconds left as the New Jersey Nets defeated the Toron- 


to Raptors, 88-86, Monday night. 
After sitting out the 
first 16 games recover- 
ing бот let knee 
surgery, Kidd had 10 
points, six rebounds 
and three assists in 21 
minutes with the Nets 
restricting his playing 
time. 
Jefferson had 26 
points, nine rebounds 
and eight assists for the 
Nets, who began the 
night in last place in the 
Atlantic Division after 
winning only four of 
their first 16 games with Kidd sidelined 


‘Vince Carter had 22 points for Toronto, but 
he missed a driving layup just before the final 
buzzer that would have sent the game to over- 


time. Chris Bosh added 15 points. 


Tn Alanta, Josh Smith scored the tiebreaking 
basket off an offensive rebound with 17.6 sec- 
оп remaining, then blocked a shot to help the 
Hawks snap a nine-game losing streak with а 


96-92 triumph over Philadelphia, 


Опе day after turning 19, the teenager was a 
major reason the Hawks won for only the third 
time in 17 games this season, overcoming a sea- 


son-high 36 points by Allen Iverson. 


In Chicago, Tony Parker scored 17 points and 
‘Tim Duncan had his 16th double-double of the 
season to help San Antonio win its eighth 


straight game, a 91-75 rout of Chicago. 


Duncan finished with 12 points and 11 re- 
bounds, while Manu Ginobili and Devin Brown 


added 12 points each, 


KIDD: Back in action 


In Dallas, Chauncey Billups tied his sea- 
son high with 24 points and Richard 
Hamilton scored 13 of his 19 in the third | 
quarter as Detroit shackled the Mavericks, ү 
101-85. 

The Pistons took а 10-point lead into 
halftime, then stretched it to 21 in the third. 

The Mavericks never got loser than 12 the 
rest ofthe way. 

In Salt Lake City, Shaquille O'Neal 
pulled down his 10,000th career rebound 
‘and Dwyane Wade added 23 points and 
12 rebounds to lead Miami past the 
slumping Jazz, 100-80. 

Entering the game, O'Neal needed eight 
rebounds to become the 3ist player with 
10,000 career boards. He finished with 21 
points and 13 rebounds. 

In Denver, Andre Miller scored 29 points 
and Carmelo Anthony added 28 for Denver, 
which ripped Orlando, 115-102. 

Kenyon Martin scored 23 points and МШег Ж 
also had seven assists and seven rebounds for & 
the Nuggets, who pushed the ball whenever they 
coulá against the Magic. 

їп Oakland, California, Troy Murphy had a ca- 
reer-high 30 points and 15 rebounds to help 
Golden State to a 110-106 victory over 
Boston 

The Warriors won consecutive games for 
the first time this season. b ғ; 

In Los Angeles, Corey Maggette scored — 
four of his 33 points in the second overtime and g> 
the Los Angeles Clippers survived the fourth- 
quarter ejection of Elton Brand to scrape past 
Charlotte, 99-93. 

Brand, held to a season-low 10 points Satur- 


SPORTSWATCH 


Athletics, swimming officiating course 

THE PHILIPPINE Asean Para Games Organizing Committee (Papgoc) wit 
hold а course for athletics and swimming officiating personnel today and. 
tomorrow at Building A of the Philsports Complex in Pasig Clty. Registration 
will start at 7 a.m. today. To be held in cooperation with the Philippine ` 
Sports Commission, the Asean Para Games preparatory activity alms to up- 
date technical officials on the rules and regulations of athletics and swim- 
ming events forthe disabled. 


Pampanga schools BEST Luzon titlists 
BAGUIO CITY—Pampanga’s St. Scholastica Academy and SL Anthony's College. 
bagged the SBP and Passerelle ities, respectively, in the recent Milo BEST Luzon 
regional championships at the Easter College gym here. SSA blasted St. John's 
Cathedral School, 61-33, to complete а sweep of ts three SEP assignments. S. 
Anthony's toppled St. John's, 71-61, in the Passerelle division. James Май 
‘starred for SSA with 13 points while Jim Diwa sizzled for St. Anthony with 16. 


Don Bosco parbusters play Southwoods 

THE DON Bosco Golf Club will hold its Christmas and President's Cup tourna- 
‘ment this Friday at the Manila Southwoods Golf and Country Club. Club presi- 
dent Joel L. Altea said the new set of club board members elected during the 
Nov. 18 tournament at the Orchard Golf and Country Club wil be proclaimed 
оп Friday during the Christmas party which wil be held after the tournament. 
To be proclaimed with Altea are Tristan Ampil, Renie Floro, Waldo Tengco, 
Angelo Alvarez, Isidro Valencia, Rex Piad, Jomarie Hill and Carlos de Leon. 


Casas joins Marian Challenge 

TOP professionals Cassius Casas and Danny Zarate and young sensation Regan ; 
de Guzman wil be playing at the Marian Golf Challenge today at he Canlubang ~* 
бо! and Country Club to help build the luminous Cross of Grace Sanctuary and 
renovate the St. Isidro the Farmer Parish in Agdangan, Quezon. Event sponsors 
are Honda, Philippine Alrines, Cargo Haus, Unilever, Clark Hatch, Xira-ordinary 
and Viva Fims Intemational For details, сай 941-0038 and 997-4858. 


Pasko Sa Pasay derby starts Dec. 13 

THE ANNUAL Pasko Sa Pasay 4-Cock Derby will be held on Dec. 13, 15 and. 
17 at the Pasay Cockpit, with a guaranteed prize of P1.5 million. Entry fee is ` 
P8,800 with a minimum bet of P5,500. A bonus prie of P100,000 awaits the 
day champions during the elimination rounds on Dec. 13 and 15. For reserva- 
tion of cockhouses and other details call 8431746, 8431880, 8166750. 


Fastest Kili tomorrow at Sta. Ana 

THE SHOWDOWN of more than 150 small-time cockers and breeders un- 
folds tomorrow via the 2-Cook Super Ulutan/Fastest КИ at the Sta. Апа 
Cockpit in Makati City. The champion gets P25,000 while the fastest kil gets 
a bonus of P10,000 plus a refrigerator, Over P100,000 wil be given out to 
the other top winners. Entry fee and minimum bet s P2,200. For inquiries, 
call 896-3474, 898-3475, 09215191962 and 0818325-1121. 


Roligon event stakes a Pajero 

THE CHAMPIONSHIP of the P2M-Pajero incredibol Na, Apordabol Pa S-Cock 
Derby unfolds atthe Roligon Mega Cockpit with more than 150 matches slat- 
‘ed. With 40 new entries fielding five roosters each, aficionados will be treated 

io along action-packed evening perked up by the exciting batte for the fastest 
win ints championship match, in which a 3-door Imported Pajero is at stake. 


‘The victory improved the Spurs to an NBA- 
best 163, 


дау, finished with 19 points to help the Clippers 


DENVER'S Carmelo Anthony dunks as 
win for the sixth time in seven games. 


AP Orlando's Grant Hill (right) watches. > 


NBA great acquitted; Sprewell probed 


HOUSTON, Texas—National 
Basketball Association legend 
Calvin Murphy was acquitted on 
six counts of sexual abuse involv- 
ing five of his daughters here 
Monday after jurors deliberated 
foronly two hours. 

‘The former Houston Rockets star 
shook hands with his attomey and 
wiped off tears after hearing the 
verdict on three charges of indecen- 
cy with a child and three charges of 
aggravated sexual assault. 


During dosing arguments, prose- 
cutors painted Murphy as a cheat 
and a child molester while defense 
attorneys maintained that the 
daughters accusing him of sexual 
assault were lying in an orchestrat- 
ed effort for money. 

‘The daughters alleged the abuse 
occurred between 1988 and 1991 
when they were between ages 6 
and 13. 

Standing tall in a league of giants 


phy averaged 17.9 points and 44 
assists during a 13-year career that 
ended in 1983. He was inducted in- 
to the Hall of Fame a decade after 
his retirement. 

Murphy owns the single-season 
NBA record with a 95.8 freethrow 
percentage and his all-time total of 
89.2 percent is third-best. 

Meanwhile, the NBA is reviewing 
comments Timberwolves swing- 
man Ташей Sprewell allegedly 


ta's overtime victory Sarurday over 
the Los Angeles Clippers, according 
toa newspaper report. 

Sprewell responded to the fe- 
male heckler with a sexually vulgar 
term, the Star Tribune of Minneapo- 
lis reported in йз Tuesday editions. 

The comment was apparently 
picked up by a courtside micro- 
phone and was broadcast by Los 
Angeles television station KTLA and 
by the Timberwolves’ broadcast on 


despite a tiny S-foot 8 frame, Mur- 


made to a heckler during Minneso- 


КТС 


levisionin Minnesota. AFP 


JOEY Makalayo (center) proudly holds the Class A championship 
trophy following his victory in the recent Pugad Lawin sa Northview- 
Tth Invitational Golf Tournament at the Sta. Elena Golf Club. 
sponsored by the Philippine Charity Sweepstakes Office (PCSO). 
Looking on are Pugad Lawin sa Northview Chapter president Apollo, 
Robles (left) and tournament chair Eduardo Abores. 


Lennox likes Williams’ chances Legend Aaron blasts Bonds ` 


LAS VEGAS, Nevada— Former heavy- 
weight world champion Lennox 
Lewis is confident that British compa- 
triot Danny Williams can defeat 
Ukrainian big man Vitali Klitschko 
here Saturday and win the World 
Boxing Council crown. 

"The retired former champion, who 
stopped Klitschko in his final fight Бе- 
fore retiring, said that Wiliams, an un- 
known until knocking out Mike Tyson in 
July, must overcome the reach and size 
‘advantages of the taller man to have a 
chance. 

“Is not an easy task, because of his 
size and definitely his reach,” Lewis said 
їп а teleconference Monday. "In one 
sense Danny is going to find it very diff- 
cult. But 1 have a lot of faith and confi- 


dence in Danny. 

" believe he can do it. 1 would love 
another British heavyweight to take 
over for me, take the Бейз and carry on. 
He has to believe in himself and go out 
there and do it. But 5 not an easy 
task” 

Lewis, whose departure has created а 
power void in the once-proud division, 
Sees his severe cutting of Klitschko's face 
in thelr 2003 fight as an example of 
what Williams must do to daim the 
heavyweight throne. 

"It definitely will be a factor” Lewis 
said. 
"He definitely cuts easy. It has been 
his history. I believe if he does get cut, 
that will weigh heavily on his mind. 
Once he gets cut, he doesn't know how. 


bad it is. Hes going to be in a rushed, 
panic state trying to win quickly" 

Lewis rated Klitschko as the best of 
the three major heavyweight title hold- 
ers, ahead of World Boxing Association 
champion John Ruiz of Puerto Rico and 
International Boxing Federation cham- 
pion Chris Byrd of the United States, 

"Tm going to give that to Vitali, but 
there are a lot of unanswered questions 
about him that he needs to answer” 
Lewis said. "There's a big stamina ques- 
tion... another is ‘Can he really take it on 
the chin?" 

“In his past he bas shown he doesn't 
have a big heart, cant go on and weath- 
er the storm. There are probably other 
questions we need to fipd ош and an- 
gwer” AFP 


ATLANTA, Georgia—Hank Aaron, the man 
whose Major League Baseball home run 
record is being chased by Валу Bonds, has ver- 
Бају blasted the San Francisco Giants slugger, 
the Atlanta Joumal-Consttution reported. 

The San Francisco Chronicle detailed las 
week in transcripts of grand jury testimony 
that Bonds took substances from his personal 
wainer that were steroids, although Bonds 
claimed he did not know they were improper 
drugs. 

Bonds is 53 homers shy of breaking Aaron's 
alltime American record of 755 homers. But 
‘Aaron told the newspaper here that extra pow- 
er and endurance gained from steroids, know- 
ingly or not, taint Bonds’ pursuit of history 

“Any way you look at i, its wrong,” Aaron 


said, 

‘Bonds, 40, told the grand jury investigating 
the BALCO steroid distribution case that he 
thought the substances, known as the clear 
and the cream, were flaxseed oil, a nutritional 
supplement and a salve to combat arthritis. 

“At that age, you have to ask Did he accom- 
plish all of this by rejuvenating his strength 
fiom day to day with those substances?” 
‘Aaron told the newspaper. “1 know that when 
you reach a certain age, you just don't bounce. 
back as quickly as you think you can when you 
are playing all of those games. 

“Drugs won't help you hit the ball, But can 
they make you recuperate consistently enough 
to Rit the kind of home runs that these guys are 
hitting?” AFP 
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‘Peter Pan and the Time Machine’ at Megamall for 2 weekends 


TRUMPETS’ Christmas musical through time and space to find 
offering for the whole family, the best Christmas present ev- 
“Peter Pan and the Time Ma- er. 

chine,” opens a two-weekend Trumpets has tied up with 
тий at the SM Megamall Cine- tail giant SM Megamall, which 
тпа 10 on Saturday, Dec. 11. will devote its Cinema 10 to 
^ “Peter Pan and the Time Ma- family-friendly Trumpets pro- 
chine” tells the story of two ductions. Both companies 
children’s fantastic journey stand against the screening of 


[OPENS TODAY 


STRICTLY FOR 13 YEARS AND UP. 


ONE MISSED CALL 
Death Cannot Be Put On Hold ы. 


Distributed by Buena Vista International thru Columbia Pictures| 


OUTLAWS WHO BECAME HEROES 
Orlando Bloom and 
Heath Ledger in 


KELLY’ 


‘NE 


Tale) star in the true story of the brave and iconoclastic 
countryman - Irish-Australian legend Edward "Ned' 
Kelly and his gang in “NED KELLY. 

In the latter part of the 19th century, Australia is still largely 
untamed. The former penal colony's first-generation Irish 
Immigrant population lives in poverty. Having already 
experienced police brutality and the death of his father, 
bushranger Ned (Ledger) is wrongfully imprisoned on the 
trümped-up charge of stealing a horse. 

Emerging а few years later, Ned is hardened but vows to stay 
straight. Rejoining his widowed mother and younger siblings. 
he makes money for his family as a champion bare-knuckle 
boxer. He also toils as a farmhand on the estate of an English 
landowner = with whose beautiful wife Julia (Naomi Watts of | 
‘The Ring ) Ned shares a mutual attraction. 

Ux British colonial system and its English enforcers 
тей prejudiced against Australia's working people, and the 
struggling Kelly family is no exception. When. in 1878, a bullying 
police officer is rebuffed Бу Ned's younger sister Kate and targets 
the family for harassment, Ned and. 
his mother аге unjustly charged 
with attempted murder, 

Ned is determined to avenge his 
family's name and strike back 
адашы his people's oppressors. 
While hiding in the bush, he forms 
а loyal Gang that includes his best 
friend and first lieutenant Joe Byrne 
(Bloom). A chance encounter with 
the police culminates in shots 
ringing oul, and three officers are 
killed. The Kelly Gang is forced to 
go on the run. They blaze a trail 
through the Outback, robbing 
banks to fund themselves as well 
as fb ecuver Immigrants’ land 
ddeds$ and giving police the 
runaround. The Kelly Gang's 
reputation as invincible outlaws 
grows, as does nationwide support 
[тот their immigrant countrymen 

Like Robin Hood hefore, Мей and 
his gang robbed the rich and gave 
t0 the poor. 

"To the masses. Ned is а hero. То 
lavimén and the establishment, he 
isthe most wanted man in Australia. В 
£8,000 is offered for his capture — 
at the tme, the highest reward the 
world had known. When the 
authorities bring In the formidable. 
Superlptendent Francis Hare (Geoffrey Rush) and an army of 
polleg, with carte blanche to capture and/or kill the outlaws, Ned 

nies a risky showdown at the Glenrowan Inn. It was this 
event which will senl his fate -and his legend. * 


JA ori спее пока (To ane Heath Ledger А Kniglus 


‘ORLANDO 
BLOOM 


юп 


R-18 movies in ће malls. 
“Peter Pan and the Time Ma- 
chine" stars Chevy Mercado as 
Peter Pan, Jun Ofrasio as Cap- 
tain Hook, Sam Concepcion, 
Cheska Ortega, Roden Araneta, 
Lawrence Martinez, Analiza 
Zialcita, Mayen Bustamante, 
Joann de la Fuente, Raymond 
Concepcion, Jennie Nuyda, 
David Cosico and many others. 
The book and libretto are by 
Jaime del Mundo, direction by 


MTRCE p mR-43 


Audie Gemora, choreography 
by James Laforteza, sets by Tata. 
Tuviera and costumes by Eric 
Pineda. The robot design is by 
Liz Batoctoy, and the flying ma- 
chine is by Eric Torrente. 

It goes on Dec. 11, 12, 18 and 
19 with performances at 11 

m;, 3 p.m., 6 p.m. and 8 p.m. 
For tickets, call Trumpets, 633- 
5010 or 6362842; Ticketnet, 
9115555, or Ticketworld, 891- 
9999. 
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PROMO GIMMICK, SAYS ALFIE 


SO IN LOVE, so elusive. Kristine Hermosa. 
and Diether Ocampo 


By Nini Valera. 


WITHOUT confirming or denying that a wed- 
ding had taken place, Mayor Toni Esquivel of 
Jaen, Nueva Ecija, said on national television 
that lovers Diether Ocampo and Kristine Her- 
тоба had sought his advice on what docu- 
ments they needed го get married. 

But veteran entertainment reporter and 
talent manager Alfie Lorenzo is sure the al- 
leged marriage is merely a gimmick to pro- 
mote the couple's next movie, “Lihim,” which 
will be released next year. 

“You have to analyze things,” Lorenzo 
told Ingumer Entertainment last Monday. 
"They have been teasing the public about an 
important announcement. But when they 
are asked about it, they would only say, че- 
3 стег’ Remember, "Lihim is the title of their 

X movie‏ معد اد مین دوم 

not T аан ийишин нинин 5 D “Tbinigay ko sa kanila ang listahan ng mga 

x dapat nilang ibigay (I gave them a list of what 

T 2 they needed to submit)" said Mayor Esquivel 

To subscribe te ee В їп an interview on GMA 75 “S-Files” last Sun- 

t Powoco EE 

POWGAL "They asked if they could get married any, 

Guy Logos T E $t | time, and I told фет it depended on the re- 

Pic Messages ............. Е 5 quirements that told them they needed," Es- 

Ringtones Е Ё quive said in Filipino. "They told me they 

Polytones.. 4 ` { would come back when they have already de- 
wallpaper. E m cided to get married." 

um \ Esquivel said the couple returned in the 

To download an MMS wallpaper, text mms r first week of September with the require- 

WALLPAPERS — <keyword> to 288 and get 3 raffl 

“A marriage is always open to the public" 

the mayor said. “But it depends on the people. 

If they think it would be better not to say any- 

thing about it, it wouldn't be wrong. If it 

would harm people, [keeping quiet about it] 
у would bea great help." 

Я. | i EN He stressed that he could not stop people 


from researching if a marriage between 
alters ie AND ч AG а Diether and Kristine had indeed taken place. 
минн 2 Ў "Thats legal,” he said. "Anybody has the right 
TeX THEME «keyword» 10288 andgetérallles 724. j| to fall in love and get married.” : 
For more themes, text THEME to 288. г Esquivel said he thinks Diether and Kristine 
- » are in love with each other. 
To download a logo, text 1060 <keyword> < "Continue loving each other," he said to the 
10288 and get 3 raffles! ааа 
News of the couples marriage started as 
аран blind items in tabloid columns two weeks 
vd © cud ago, but Diether and Kristine were identified 
aU crue A dni ee ERE SWS } as the couple by columnist Ethel Ramos last 
то j | Fridayonly. 
: Diether and Kristine could not be found. 
MSAVER — Te MSAVER «keyword» to 288 and gel 3 raffles! Im ees Y rs BRET Not even ABS-CBN, of which they are con- 
DEA | шап stars, knew where they could be 
` E Sa reached. 
PICTURE To download a picture message, | Rica Dylim, public relations manager of the 
MESSAGES — tex PIC <keyword> to 288 and get 3 rallies! 7 network's Talent Center, told Inquinen Enter- 
tainment last Monday chat she herself could 
2: X i not get in touch with the rwo stars. 
Tor Monatones, text TONE keyword» fo 28 uiri E талда C = i “But we would be issuing a statement 
nd for Polytoncs, text POLY «keyword» 10 288 Lam. Я еы] oon" said Dylim. 
She said news of the couple's marriage also 
came as a shock to her. She said she had told 
ME ne Herod Angek Sn — E 7 pe the couple's handlers to find them so she 
Angels Weave esd On Migh Various Artists could ask them if it were true that they had 
has Anges hene Mowe Тете : ue gotten married, 
ou Are So Bean fe ВОТ <, "One of them is supposedly out of town,” 
SERE, Stone €— рута. o 0087 
илона EE Sese ind тш аташ dom ese mese i 1 ri Kristine's handler, Allan Real, told InquineR 
Moonshadow Жолду Moore premier op n \ 31 Entertainment last Monday that he has not 
fran A woman bue runiy «авео Ma mean E potpisan ê maul tbe ` X talked to Kristine about the alleged marriage. 
Рем ke т ————— шк САТАА 4 ZI event seen her since Sunday 
мавт зали wen бова i NE NG evening," Real said. B 
me "iv eos Ы re Kristine also did not show up at the press 
быы a : те... - conference of her movie, “Enteng Kabisate,” 
last Monday. She stars opposite Vie Sorto in 
the movie that is part of the Metro Manila 


Film Festival later this month. 
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The legend 
t Tom 


By Pocholo Concepcion Stone magazine and currently VP 
Contributor of exhibitions and curatorial af- 

fairs of the Rock and Roll Hall of 
E OR MANY people, Fame and Museum in Cleveland, 


ic hi: i Ohio, "Lennon Legend" is a re- 
рор music history is feshing look into the life and 


synonymous with times of the most outspoken 
John Lennon—ex-Beatle, member of the world’s biggest 
artist and peace advocate and most popular band. 


whose 24th death an- , Inthe book, much of what we 
niversary falls today. know about Lennon before, dur- 


ing and after Beatlemania is 
Nat, everybody may have heighened and complemented 


by detailed backgrounders and 
Mee Pd ue Па аи direct quotes, culled from exten- 
PESE Hem окш Se interviews conducted іп 
an 1970 and 1980. 
Mu temen asa 12. FO instance, we discover that 
ыр id kid bored with school, Jh formed his first band, the 


Black Jacks, in 1957 with a 
had published his own book òf ; 
compositions called "Daily friend from high school. Later 


: k he would urge that they change 
Howl,” which included draw- dus 
ings, news stories and commen- he band's name to the Query 


s : Men (since they were students 
EE Ог Вак ipi umeris at the Quarry Bank Grammar 


School). 
fused to release early recordings 
ofthe Beatles, saying they're пос 1016 48у, аз the Quarry Men 


А А were scheduled to play in a 
goingrobeahit...wedon'twant church garden event, a friend of 


Lennon's brought along a 15- 

These and loads of other re- year-old “rock and roll devo- 
vealing information are con. Уе tock and roll dee 
tained in the book "Lennon Leg- туд, o 


8 bered, “was playing Eddie 
end: An, srared Life of Job” Cochran's Twenty Flight Roc 
бөл ESBS with the-guitar” and asked him, 


‘with a 60-minure audio CD of in. Cn first meetings "Do you want 
terviews and a live recording of [91011 the group?! And, think 
“Imagine,” as well as 40 remov. “тиш {сурар was Paul Mc- 
able reproductions of handwrit- carrey 

ten song lyrics, artwork and б 


зама through- Lossandremembrance — Cinema garners 5 stars <= 

E We also learn that Lennon, $— = 1 us " М р 

Before, during, after under pressure in 1965 to com: with Widescreen Review ; 
Written by " James Henke, for. Pose new songs for a Beatles al- р 


LG Electronics scored another technology 
mer writer and editor of Rolling. THELEGEND/A22 


highlight when Widescreen Review Magazine 
awarded 5 stars to the company's Wireless. 
Home Cinema System. “Widescreen 


Left front i Review®” is intended for both the casual Right front 
viewer and the optical disc home theatre 
speakers speakers 


enthusiast. Both the print edition and 

here. interactive webzine edition of the magazine here. 
aters to the home theatre enthusiast with an 

appreciation for widescreen motion pictures 

presented on home formats like DVD in their 

original aspect ratio composition as produced 

for theatrical exhibition. The reviews of 

Widescreen Review Magazine is meant to 

educate readers as to component selection. 

and system setup considerations that are aimed 

at “the best that it can be" home theatre 

experience. 5 stars, which was given to the. 

LG Wireless Home Cinema System represents 

the highest accolade the magazine rewards 

products, with technical excellence in 

presentation as its primary concern 


“Widescreen Review" is designed to inform 
and enlighten as it explores the world of 
‘widescreen visuals and stereophonie surround 
sound and multichannel 5.1-format discrete 
digital surround delivered through the DVD 
and HDTV mediums. 


LG Wireless Home Cinema System is a 
unique multifunctional home entertainment 
system in one slim and easy package, with 
five speakers and a subwoofer to provide an 
unparalleled 5.1 channel surround sound. 
While other brands are trying to copy the 
wireless technology, they can only do well 
with either an FM Transmitter or Infrared, 
which has very low frequency thus having 
too many signal interference: or noise. 


Stylish and. sleek, the LG Wireless Home 
Cinema's speakers deliver crisp and 
interference FREE sound even when placed 
10 meters apart using a similar technology. 
employed by mobile phones known as 
Bluetooth, Using a 2.4 GHZ digital wireless 


nom 


EUFEMIA "Minnie" Solomon Crouse may not 
be as well-known as Oscar-winning docu- 
mentary maker Michael Moore but, in the 
Philippines, she is just as much a crusader as 
her American counterpart. 
‘Two years after her award- 
winning documentary 
"The Case of Wilkie Du- 
ran Monte: Toxic Chemi- 
cal Victim” first screened, 
Grouse is still fighting 
for the rights of ordinary 


SHOW 
STOPPER 


people. 

“Wilkie's death was a tragedy that should 
never have happened,” she says. 

“And it reflects the total disregard some of 
these companies have for human life.” 

Crouse' film tells the story of Wilkie, who 
‘worked for а mining company on the pic- 
turesque island of Siquijor in the central 
Philippines. 


Rape of Siq 

When a machine he was working on broke 
down, Wilkes foreman ordered him to 
siphon off a mix of chemical waste, an act 
which exposed him to the deadly toxins 
which the documentary says eventually killed 
him. He was just 44 years old. 

In just 18 minutes, Crouse’s film covers the 
last two harrowing years of Wilkie's life and 
the environmental rape of Siquijor by local 
mining company Goodyield/Lazi Bay Re- 
sources, a joint venture with Green Island Ce- 
ment of Hong Kong. 

Discovered by the Spanish 300 years ago 
and originally named Isla del Fuego (Fire Is- 
land) because of the fireflies which made it 
glow at night, Siquijor is the smallest of four 
provinces that form the central Visayas re- 
gion. 

But residents claim that what was once an 
idyllic island has been destroyed by the mine's 
operations. 

Local environmentalist Cielo Lumacad said 
the mining company had violated environ- 
mental laws and built roads into the lime- 
stone quarry through property it did not own. 

‘The company was forced to halt its mining 
on the island after Crouse discovered it did 
not have a mining permit. 

Crouse's documentary has been celebrated 
in the Philippines, where it won the Best Doc- 
wmentary award at the 2002 CineManila In- 
ternational Film Festival. At the Brussels In- 
ternational Film Festival the same year, itwon 
in the Committed Film Championing a Cause 
category. 


speakers 
here. 


EL. 
penya 


Tyr 


Д: 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER. = 


ENTERTAINMENT 


The chronicler of Wilkie's slow death 


Pain and sorrow 

For 57-year-old Crouse, what began as a 
documentary on one man's plight has become 
a personal crusade to protect the island's frag- 
ile ecosystem. 

"Her campaign has not been without pain 
and sorrow. 

Not only did she watch Wilkie endure his 


transmitter with 1.6000 times/sec frequently 
hopping. the system eliminates messy and 
dangling wires in home theaters set ups to fit 
any location, allowing users to create the 
ultimate cinema experience right at their very 
living rooms. 


‘The Wireless Home Cinema Systems 
compatible to all known kinds of CD format 
— DVD video/audio, jpeg viewer, mp3, CD 
digital audio, Kodak picture, CD 
recordable/rewritable, DVD-RW/+RW, VCD, 
‘Super VCD, Windows Media Audio and 
equipped with progressive scan and digital 
tuning. 


These wireless breakthroughs from LG 
Electronics are available in two models: the 
LH-WS100A and DA-W6100A. 


LG Electronics Philippines (CEO Mr. Jeff 
Hong) was established in 1988 as the digital 
leader in Home Appliances and Display 
Devices by introducing breakthrough and 
cutting edge products in the Electronics, 
Information and Communications products 
arena with annual sales of P2.5 Billion and 
employing more than 200 highly motivated 
and skilled individuals. 


Аз a major player in the Electronics, 
Information and Communications products 
arena, The LG Digital Display and 
Multimedia provides core technologies for 
highly advanced digital products and is a 
world leader in Digital Display products 
including plasma TVs, LCD TVs and 
monitors, and digital high-definition 
Televisions (HDTV) and its Digital 
Appliances is a global leader and leading 
innovator in Washing Machines, Refrigerators, 
Microwave Ovens and Air conditioners. 


LG Electronics’ goal is to enable the 
intelligent networking of digital products that 
will make consumers’ lives easier than ever. 
For more information please log on to 
www.lge.com.ph or call the LG Customer 
Information Center at 6402525 or send an 
SMS to LG Text Service at 0917-8242525 
(Globe) and 0920-9002525 (Smart). 


slow, agonizing death, she has also been the 
target of abuse and anonymous threats. Her 
home оп the island was destroyed by a myste- 
rious fire. 

‘She has fought three libel actions against 
the company, winning one and having the 
other two thrown out of court. 

Grouse said the company's total disregard 


Right rear 
speakers 
here. 


“WILKIE'S death 
маза tragedy that 
should never have 
happened,” says 
documentarist 
Crouse (left) of her 
late subject (above). 
He did not have to 
ie. The point | was 
making with the film 
was that Wilkie was a 
human being” 
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for Wilkie and his plight appalled her and 
prompted her to make the movie. 

“To the company, Wilkie represented noth- 
ing,” she told Agence France-Presse in an in- 
terview in Manila, where she was preparing 
her case to have the mining operations on the 
island terminated for good. "He was just а 
pair of hands. Nothing more." 


Divorce, car accident 

Wilkie Duran Monte died on-June 10, 
2001, from what doctors described as sep- 
ticemia. 

"They didn't go into details,” said Crouse. 
“In fact, at one stage, they thought he might 
have had leprosy. There was no real attempt 

THE CHRONICLER/AD-6 


WITH George, Ringo and Paul in 1967 for “Sgt. Pepper's Lonely 


Hearts Club Band" 


The legend of John 


Lennon 


bum intended for a Christmás 
release, decided to write about 
his childhood home of Liver- 
pool and his memories of places 
and things he had seen while 
riding the bus. He thought 
about names such as Penny 
Lane, Church Road, and the 


Abbey Cinema. 


But it didn't work out until he 
decided to delete the names of 
specific places and go for a more 
general approach. As he wrote 
the lyrics, the song "took on a 
new, mournful tone... about loss, 
a remembrance of friends and 


lovers of the past.” 


That song was "In My Life," 
which John said was his "first re- 
al major piece of work," and now 
considered by many of the 
words highly regarded com- 
posers and musicians as one of 
the greatest songs of all time. 

We also begin to understand 
why, in his desire to do some- 
thing outside the band, Lennon 
got involved in non-Beatles pro- 
јес like publishing two books 
("In His Own Write,” “А Spaniard 
in the Works") and playing a part 


From page A2-1 


in an antiwar film ("How 1 Won 
the War"), among others, includ- 
ing the hobby of going to art ex- 
hibits, 

Jt was while attending а pri- 
vate viewing of the works of an 
avant-garde Japanese woman 
artist in London in 1966 that 
Lennon met his soul mate, artistic 
collaborator and second wife, 
Yoko Ono. 

Yoko is, by the way, credited for 
making the book's publication 
possible. Shes responsible for 
providing much of the books 
highlights—surprise pullout re- 
productions of original handwrit- 
ten lyrics, drawings, cards, pho- 
tos, flyers, posters, performance 
contracts, concert tickets, ard- 
cles, letters, nores and what- 
not—all inserted to enhance а 
particular anecdote or vignette 
being discussed on the same 
page. 

it would be unfair to dismiss 
"Lennon Legend” as yet another 
effort at perpetrating the rock 
star myth or simply а marketing 
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TELEVISION has become such a prevalent, 
ubiquitous peripatetic part of our lives that 
we don't pay it much mind—exeept when it 
really becomes excessively irresponsible, 
over-the-top and exploitative, and shocks 
us into belated and retroactive concern. 

‘Otherwise, as media observers handily 
sum it up, we're grateful to that TV set in 
our home because it serves us in many dif 
ferent ways: as a time-filler ("You have 
nothing to do? Waich TV"); a tranquilizer 
("The kids are so hyper, they need to watch 
for a while to simmer down"); a problem 
solver (Kids, stop fighting—it’s time for 
your favorite show!"); a punishment ("If 
you don't stop teasing your little sister, no 
ТУ for youl"), a reward (“If you get a high 
mark in the examination, you can watch an 
extra hour of TV"), and a procrastination 
device ("IIl just watch one more program 
beforeldo my homework") 

n the Philippines, we have thought up yet 
other uses for TV—as an electronic “yaya,” as 
a rich source of chismis, as a way to make 
some extra money by joining the many con- 
tests and raffles that abound on the local boob 
tubes. So, we do our foreign counterparts 
three better! 

On the other hand, irresponsible and ex- 
ploitative television worries parents and edu- 
cators because of its negative effect on young. 
and therefore vulnerable viewers. 

‘Aside from their obvious problem, TV 
has been found to be less helpful in these 
ways: 

It keeps families from engaging in other 
activities. Psychologists have noted that fam- 
ilies that watch TV a lot don't engage enough 
in the talks, games, festivities and discussions 
through which much of a child's learning 
takes place, and through which his character 
is formed. 

"TV is so appealing that it upstages many 
other activities. Children are likely to choose. 
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Negative effects of television 


` VIEWFINDER 


Nestor U. Torre 


‘watching TV over having а story read to them, 
for instance. 

‘And children reject most other family activ- 
ities, because they regard them as "boring" 
when compared to the habit-forming "excite- 
ment” of television. 

It takes the place of play. Before children 
are 3 years old, opportunities for active play 
and exploration are hugely diminished, and 
replaced by the hypnotic gratification of tele- 
viewing. 

TV makes children less resourceful. 
‘Since watching TV makes diversion so easy 
and pleasurable, children don’t feel the need 
to look for more active alternatives. As a ге- 
sult, they become more passive than they 
should be, and don't develop initiative and 
creativity. 

TV makes children want to be like ev- 
erybody else. Television is so popular as а 
mass medium that it quickly establishes 
trends and fads that millions of young peo- 
ple instantly latch onto and imitate in or- 
der to "belong." 

"Unfortunately, they don't become their 
own persons, and just take the easy way 
out for acceptable by doing what most oth- 
er kids are doing. Where's the originality, 
creativity and dynamism in that? (To be 
concluded.) 


Feedback 
FROM Paul R. Mortel of Marikina City: 


“We very badly need а good film archive 
where excellent Filipino movies can be 


stored for future generations to enjoy and 
learn from. 

"Let's hope that once the country's econ- 
omy improves, the government will give 
the establishment of a film archive a priori- 
ty (There are so many laws passed by 
Congress that remain unimplemented be- 
cause the government does not have the 
money)" 


Harry Potter on video 

"HARRY POTTER and the Prisoner of Azka- 
ban" has made its debut on video with a spe- 
cial VCD pack. The previous Potter movies 
that go with the package, "Sorcerer's Stone" 
and "Chamber of Secrets,” also feature a 
movie trailer in each video. 

In “Sorcerer's Stone" Harry embarks on ће 
adventure of a lifetime when, on his 11th 
birthday, he learns that he is the orphaned son 
‘of two powerful wizards, and himself possess- 
esstrong magical powers. 

In "Chamber of Secrets,” Harry starts his 
second year at the Hogwarts school for magic 
by meeting a mysterious elf, riding a flying 
car, and discovering his ability to talk to 
snakes and gigantic spiders, all to keep Hog- 
warts safe. 

And in “Prisoner of Azkaban,” Harry faces a 
Hippogriff, Boggarts, soul-sucking Dementors 
and an escaped prisoner, all leading to the 
revelation of the truth about the death of his 
parents. 

The Harry Potter series is released by Warn- 
er Home video at all Odyssey outlets. 


“Sayonara Changi’ 

ON DEC. 15 at 8 p.m., Discovery Channel will 
give viewers an insiders’ tour of Singapore's 
Changi Prison, one of World War I's most noto- 
rious prisoner-of-war camps. The documentary, 
“Sayonara Changi,” captures a pilgrimage of 
some of its former internees as they say good- 
bye to the building that once enslaved them. 
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ENJOY UP TO 20 MOVIES FOR RENT 


EEE 


While I'm right here. 


Listening location reinvented. 
Tie LG Wiles Home Cinema System 
Probably the most етсе! wines 
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DIVA DEVASTATED NO MORE 

Singer, actress and host Zsa Zsa Padilla reveals her struggles, pains, 
joys and achievements. Like any other celebrity, Zsa Zsa has had to 
face and overcome negative speculations thrown by industry 
vultures. But she has learned the art of dealing with cruel gossip and 
Zsa Zsa remains unfazed. “People just don’t realize how much 
‘emotional turmoil | went through,” she says. “I had just recovered 
from something so devastating it almost broke me. But I can't go 
onstage or on-cam crying, sulking or feeling bitter, can I?” With an 
unflappable temperament and a grace that perhaps can only come 
from experience, Zsa Zsa isa winning example to anyone, singer or 


not, who faces difficulties i 
in Mega Magazine's latest 


, love and living. Read more about her 


Publications Inc., the magazine is now available in all leading 
bookstores and newsstands nationwide. Call 631-2859. 


“KANTAPELLA” includes The Tux, The Opera and the The Company 


Company in 1 
Yule show 


‘THE SPIRIT of the season lives on 
in song as Crossover Presents 
"Christmas Kantapella" on Friday, 
Dec, 17, at 8 p.m. at the Green- 
belt 3 Park, Makati. 
Take a short 
break бол 
Christmas 
shopping ond 
enjoy this spe- 
х al celebra- 
tion аг 
brings together the finest voices 
in an evening of pureza cappella. 
music featuring The Tux, The 
Opera and The Company. 


SHOW 
, TIME 


‘The Tux, made up of Jeric Mar- 
iano, Manny Aquino, Popo 
Suanes, Caro Bulehan, Eric 
Anonio, Dante Sibug and Monet 
Silvestre, started performing in 
the early '80s and built up a 
repertoire of old standards from 
the golden musical eras of the 
"40s, "SOs, ‘60s and the "705. 

The Tux has received many 
awards, including the Aliw 
Award for Best Show- 
band/Group, and has been hon- 
ored by the National Arts Council 
of Singapore, 

‘The Opera, composed of Sushi 
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FOXTROT BYBILLAMEND A. LIPIN BY JESS ABRERA 


лген а аа ار‎ Ale PAMING AT MEA SASAKYAN LAHAT YAN 
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AND CHEESE SANDWICH. || сн sd 1 g 272 SA ANTIP2LOF) 
Ц SANDWICH? 


BYTOMARMSTRONG PUGAD BABOY 


THIS BOOK ON 006 BREEDS AND THEY WAVE BUSHY EYE- 
SINS THAT SCHNALZERS | | BROWS AND WHISKERS, JUST 
ARE SUPER-INTELLIGENT. 
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BY JERRY SCOTT MUTTS 
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HOROSCOPE muere ко NANG ALISIN MASDAN Mo YANG Jue аа 
BY FRANCIS DRAKE ANG MGA BisYo ko, PARE. SI Miko. MAGALING HINDI Мо DAPAT 
NA EXAMPLE YAN. 


YOU BORN TODAY: You are easygoing. friendly, upbeat and optimistic. Nevertheless, despite this cavalier 
mask, you'll always throw yourself wholeheartedly into whatever you embrace. You have abundant energy. Per- 
[аре ities why You constantly seek out new thrills and adventures. The year ahead can be one of the most for- 
tunate years of your Ме! Expect a miracle. 

Birthdate of; Kim Basinger, actress; Jim Morrison, musician; Teri Hatcher, actress. 


е ARIES (March 21 to GEMINI (May 21 to LEO (July 23 to Aug. 
April 18): Do some- June 20): Fora rela- 22): Its time to test 
thing out of the ordinary. tionship to be success- your creative abilities. 
today. Break from your ful and rewarding you All Leos are creative. 
daly routine, Browsein different must be ге good for your partner Don't be the doubter, watching 
shops andstores; goto or irom аз he or she is for you. Ask your- over your shoulder. Be the person 
workin а different way. self if this is the case. you want to be. 


‘TAURUS (April 20 to CANCER (June 21 to 

May 20): Work to clear July 22): You have. VIRGO (Aug. 23 to 
up details related to in- amazing ideas about В Sept. 22): Many im- 
surance, wills, inheri- making improvements H portant family issues 


tances, shared estates at home and at work. arise now. Address 
andjoint property. You can make You see better ways of doing these one ata time. 
great progress in these areas now. things. Not only that, others know Just remember that you can't be all 
you're right! ED people. (You're human 
= too. 


DAILY CROSSWORD LIBRA (Sept 23 to Oct. 


22): This is nota good 
day to stay at home. 
ACROSS. = т Get out and hustie! 


1 Make smal lak Your mind is busy to- 
5 Steg atendes day, and you feel highly curious 
5 Cousin ot bnan 20007 many things IFS 2 good day О MACHINE 

ой fora drive or a walk 
ver 
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и ENTERTAINMENT 
STARS IN PIXEL LAUNCH | m 

TV hosts Edu Manzano (left) and ў 

Tessa Prieto-Valdes (with Philips 

Consumer Electror general 

manager Angelo Valenton), were 


special guests at the launch of Pixel 
Plus2 TV, the new state-of-the-art 


TV set from Philips. Pixel Plus 2 
provides the most vivid screen 


images. 


More 
movements 
at GMA 
announced 


GMA NETWORK Inc. 
announced the re- 
cent promotion of 
four more network 
officials. 

Marivin  Arayata 
assumed the post of 
vice president for En- 
tertainment and con- 
current head of the 
Comedy and Game 
Division. 

Promoted to assis- 
tant vice president 
were Lilybeth Rason- 
able for the Drama 
Division, Corazon de 
Jesus ` for Ше 
Tall/Musicals/Spe- 
cials Division and Ida 
Henares for GMA 
Artist Genter. 

Ms Arayata was the 
networks assistant 
vice président for En- 
tertainment prior to 
her promotion. Ra- 
sonable was previ- 
ously the Production 
manager for Drama. 

De Jesus was the. 
Production manager 
for Musicals/Specials 
before she was pro- 
moted to assistant 
vice president 

The promotion of 
Henares is in line 
with the expansion of 
the Arist Center, 
"which includes the 
creation of the Talent 
Development Unit. 


Tux, 
Opera, 
Company 
MI, 


Reyes, Cecile Aurel- 
lado, Manolo Tan- 
quilut and Zebedee 
Zuniga, is a versatile 
vocal quartet that 
does pop, jazz, R&B 
and even classical 
songs with remark- 
able ease. 

The Opera has en- 
deared itself to 
Crossover listeners 
with its регбог- 
mances in Crossover. 
Presents specials. 

The Company 
was formed in 
1985. Initially the 
members sang as 
backup vocalists for 
the country’s рор 
stars of the 'BOs be- 
fore turning the 
professional con- 
cert act that they 
аге today The 
group is composed 
of Sweet Plantado, 
Annie Quintos, Ce- 

Bautista, 
Reuben  Laurente, 
Andre Castillo and 
Moy Ortiz, who 
delve into almost all 
forms of music gen- 
res involving local 
harmony. 

To date, The Com- 
pany has released 
13 albums and re- 
ceived 37 music in- 
dustry awards, mak- 
ing it the country’s 
most awarded vocal 
group. 

Catch this rare mu- 
sical special on Dec. 
17 at Greenbelt 3 
Park, Макай. Call 
Crossover at, 711- 
3937, for free invita- 
tions. 

The event is pre- 
sented by Equitable 
PCI Bank and Emi- 
rates Airlines in co- 
operation with Sun 
Cellular 24/7 and 
Vis 
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Movie Theatres Ве New Шил 


Cinema 2000 t Mall 
(Sta. Rosa, Laguna) tel (049) 837.0925 


1 RESERVED 
2 RESERVED 
Зла RESERVED 


Cinema 2000 Waltermart 
(Galata) td (149)545.7363 


PASIAN 
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OUT OF REACH 
POLAR EXPRESS 


Cinema 2000 Pavilion Mall 
(itas) té (059) 41.1185 
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Cinema 2000 Cinemagix 
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(Angeles City) tel (045) 887.0121 
pm 

[nn 

тент 
ee 


Cine Nepo 
(Dagupan City) tel (875) 515.8489 
1 TE ORESOTTÓN 


Fiesta World Mall 2 saw 
(pa) te (043) 361.0790 


Seam NATIONAL TREASURE 


uostHouse ja SURVIINGCHRISTHIAS 


‘OUT OF REACH к 
Centre Plaza Cinema. 
(Balsa, Bataan) tel (047) 237.7007 
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SHARK TALE 


Cinema 2000 Waltermart 
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MOVIES / SCHEDULES / PRICES SUBJECT 
TO CHANGE WITHOUT PRIOR NOTICE 
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{schedules may change without prior notice. For verification call 729-7777 
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At the Activity Center 


T 
GLORIETTA 
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‘SACRED HEART COLLEGE 
FOUNDER'S DAY 
Dacomterb, 2004 


ALADDIN а JASMINE GETS | 
STARSTRUCK, 
December Û io 12 2004 


ISUZU CAR EXHIBIT 
[sed 


Exrerranmenr LIVE! 
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1 CHRISTMAS WITH THE KRANKS 
2 BRIDGET JONES 2 

3 THE POLAR EXPRESS 

4 SEED OF CHUCKY 

5 THE GHOST 


1 DARKNESS 

2 TAXI 

3 SAW 
^4 BRIDGET JONES 2 

5 CHRISTMAS WITH THE KRANKS 


1 CHRISTMAS WITH THE KRANKS 
2 DARKNESS 

3 PA-SIYAM 

4 NATIONAL TREASURE 

5 ALEXANDER 

6 BRIDGET JONES 2 


1 AFTER THE SUNSET 

2 PA-SIYAM 

3 NATIONAL TREASURE 
4 BEFORE SUNSET 

5 SAW 

6 ALEXANDER 
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CINEMA ACCESS 


635-5555 


FOR ALL BRANCHES 


1 THE FORGOTTEN 

2 OUT OF REACH 

3 THE MANCHURIAN CANDIDATE 
4 THE GHOST 

5 NATIONAL TREASURE 


1 FIRST DAUGHTER 

2 CELLULAR 

3 THE FORGOTTEN 

4 THE MANCHURIAN CANDIDATE 


1 FIRST DAUGHTER 

2 THE GRUDGE 

З PA-SIYAM 

4 ALEXANDER 

5 NATIONAL TREASURE 
6 CELLULAR 


1 NATIONAL TREASURE 
2 WHITE CHICKS 

3 AFTER THE SUNSET 
4 THE POLAR EXPRESS 
5 SAW 

6 BRIDGET JONES 2 


}+ Purchase any of tha Frito Lay products (Lay's, Doritos, 
| гә Sinn. Chootos апа Rutan) with Promo Suekor 


pay only P80.00 оп Promior Pro 


tho иско booth апа 


Ono (1) Promo Pack = One (1) Discounted Premier Fickot 


Н Proaant the ompty promo pack: 
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GREENBELT 2: MUSIC STYLES CHRISTMAS CAROLS AT GREENBELT 3 
EVERY THURSDAYS TO SUNDAYS (7-10pm ОР, Singng Ambassadors (Dec. 11), 
"PDO (Ts ACOUSTIC IVE fl FIRST CIRCLE (Sa) ОР Сопсеп Chorus (Dec. 12) 
EE REPERTORY PHILIPPINES presents THE WIZARD OF OZ 
وح‎ at REP's GLOBE THEATER - November 13 to December 19. 2004 


Vist the New Ayala Museum located beside Greenbelt 4 along Makati Avenue, 
For mures. pease col 737-7117 


Ayala museum 


Imagine this. 

Bringing your friends to an intimate 
gathering in a THX standard cinema 
with a sophisticated lounge area executed 
by the same interior design team of the 
posh Greenbelt 3 Residences. 

You may call it 


Perfect for intimate parties, exclusive launches, corporate events and ~ 
other types of private functions. Ayala Cinemas brings you the country's 
опе and only private cinema. Now it can be yours. 

For inquiries, please call 752 7862.07 757 3860 to 62: 


| Give them the gift: | 
of total entertainment. 


Timezone Passes 
Taters/Chimora Cine-Snack 


Available in all Taters/ Chimera 

‘and Ayalo Cinemas Gletietia | & 4. 
Greenbell | а 3. Alabang Town Center 
‘andl Ayala Cebu. 
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ploy to sustain fan interest. 


Genius andleader 

All told, the book emerges as 
a multidimensional portrait of a 
man who, despite having come 
from a broken home and seem- 
ing to be headed nowhere after 
dropping out of art school, man- 
aged to become a success story 
by pursuing his life's passion 
through music. As for happiness 
and peace of mind, he did find 


those things, too, even with the 
breakup of the Beatles and his 
being “crucified” for getting in- 
volved in controversial acts and 
causes with his unpopular Asian 
wife. . 

‘And although he might have 
wished, at some point in his 
starving days as a musician, to 
make lots of money someday, 
the guy probably did not imag- 
ine he would become one of the 
‘most important figures in соп- 


PHILIPPINE DAILYINQUIRER =i 


ENTERTAINMEN 


The legend of John Lennon 


temporary music history, who 
was also a writer, poet, filmmak- 
ег, artist and political activist 
with enormous wit and a huge 
social conscience, a genius and 
a leader in more ways than one 
who “pushed the boundaries of 
music and art, showing others 
what was possible.” 

Tronic as it may seem, Lennon, 
like Jesus (whom he unintention- 
ally reviled by saying at one point 
that the Beatles had become more 


From page A2-2 


popular than Christ), had so much 
to live for and yet his life was 
somehow fated to end abruptly, 
unexpectedly and tragically. 

Then again, 24 years after be- 
ing murdered by a crazed fan 
(whose forthcoming release from 
jail is being opposed by Yoko and 
fans alike), John Lennon lives on. 


STRICTLY FOR 13 YEARS OF AGE AND UP 


The 
chronicler 
of Wilkie’s 
slow 
death 


From page A2-2 


to find the cause of 
his illness.” 

But Crouse was 
not always destined 
to be a campaigning 
filmmaker, A divorce 
and a car accident in 
the United States in 
1988 changed her 
life. 

Having spent most. 
of her adult life in 
America, where she 
worked on the Маза 
space — programme 
andatonetime in the 
physics and astrono- 
my department of 
the University of ү 
Maryland, she found 
herself having to re- 
build her life again. 

‘The car accident 
saw her hospitalized 
for months with а 
smashed hip. Doctors 
also found that she 
was suffering from а 
rare disease call 
“avascular necrosis" 
or "bone death." 

Such a diagnosis 
would have де 
stroyed most people. 
Butdespite having to 
get around with the 
use of a metal walk- 
е, Crouse volun- 
tered herself to be 
part of a research 
program atthe Johns 
Hopkins University 
in Baltimore on bone 
joints. 

Before returning 
to the Philippines in 
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in spirit and through his music. 
The book "Lennon Legend" is a 
testament to everything good he 
stood for. 

A bit pricey at P1,895 and con- 
sidering that there are at least 
seven other books оп the Beatles 
lining the shelves of Powerbooks 
in Greenbelt 3, “Lennon Legend” 


still makes for-a great holiday 
treat (its actually a Christmas gift 
from a younger brother)—even 
as а cheaper companion piece, а 
pirated DVD copy of “Lennon 
Legend: The Very Best of John 
Lennon,” has also landed on our 
lap courtesy of a dear sister. But 
that's another story. 
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ONE OF THE BIGGEST FILMS OF THE YEAR! 
NOW BREAKING BOXOFFICE RECORDS IN MANILA! 
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the early 1990s, she 
enrolled in а televi- 
sion and film produc- 
tion course in San 


iovietime 


T 


m 


Diego where she pro- 
duced her first film 
called "Women in 
Travel" which fo- 


BASED ON A TRUE STORY 
THE BRITISH EMPIRE BRANDED THEM AS OUTLAWS. 
THE OPPRESSED CALLED THEM HEROES. 


SM Bacoor 
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cused on ecotourism 
in the Philippines. 


А good man 

“Wilkie was my 
first real documen- 
tary" she said. 

“Having moved to 
Siquijor, I first heard 
about Wilkie from 
his wife who begged 
me to try and help 
him. Seeing the 
state he was in 
moved me. 

"Wilkie was not ап 
educated 
Crouse said. "He was 
a good man who 
worked hard to feed, 
clothe and educate 
his three children. 

“Wilkie did not 
have to die, But the 
casual way the com- 
pany treated him dis- 
gusied me. The point 
T guess I was making 
with the film was 
that Wilkie was a hu- 
‘man being. 

"I know some peo- 
ple have questioned 
the sincerity of my 
motives. 1 know that. 
once you embark оп 
a fight like this, peo- 
ple will take pot shots 
at you. 

"That doesn't wor- 
ту me. Everyone is 
entitled to his or her. 
opinions. But it de- 
tracts from the issues 
that affect us all... 
our quality of life and 
thedestruction of our 
environment.” 
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ENTERTAINMENT 


Text your way to Paris 


PARIS is just a text message away. 

After the successful first week of the Ko- 
rean drama, “Lovers in Paris," on local tele- 
vision, ABS-CBN gives its loyal viewers a 
chance to experience how it is to fall in love 
with the romantic city of Paris, through the 
"Lovers in Paris" texting promo. 

Every day, from Nov. 22 to Jan. 21, four 
winners of P5,000 each will be chosen in 
the daily electronic raffle. Viewers simply 
text in the correct answer to the question 
about the day's episode. 

Contestants should download the specif- 


«raffle where an all-expense paid trip for 


ic operator logo for the day by texting 
LOVERS, the letter of answer, name and ad- 
dress to 2366. Each downloads costs P15 
each, Text entries should be in by 11 p.m. of 
the episode date. 

The promo is open to all Globe and 
Touch Mobile subscribers. Daily raffle win- 
ners will be announced the following day. 

All entries collected from the whole du- 
ration of the promo qualify for the grand 


two to Paris, including airfare and hotel ac- 
commodations, awaits the grand winner. 


-disc album of Phil Collins songs 


IN THE course of two failed marriages and a 
third happy one, Phil Collins has managed to 
write some of today’s most unforgettable pop- 
rock ballads. 

The author of such hits as 1984's Gram- 
my-winning "Against All Odds," 1999s 
Grammy and Academy Award-winning 
“You'll Be in My Heart" (from the animated 
film, "Tarzan") and the Grammy-nominated 
"Separate Lives" always wears his heart on 
his sleeve. 

"For me, writing music is triggered by 
emotional upheavals,” reveals the 53-year- 
old music veteran. "My job as a songwriter 
is to tell the truth, and people understand 
that. I write about those things and people 
see themselves in the same position." 

Phils amazing two-disc special compila- 
tion, "Phil Collins: Love Songs (A Compila- 
tion... Old and New)," reminds us of loves 
lost, and what love still can be. 

Besides containing the above award-win- 
ning hits, "Phil Collins: Love Songs (A Com- 
pilation.., Old and New)" also includes such 
favorites as the upbeat "Two Hearts," an a 
capella version of “True Colors,” the yearn- 
ing “One More Night,” the bittersweet "Do 


You Remember?” and Phil's famous cover of 
Patti LaBelle's “Groovy Kind of Love.” 

Also part of the 25-track album are beau- 
tiful, live cuts like 1985's “Separate Lives” 
(a lovely duet with Bridget Bryant recorded 
in Berlin) and a cover of The Temptation’s 
“My Girl” that Phil and his band played аз 
an encore during his “Dance Into the Light" 
tour, and the much-loved Fred Astaire/ 
Frank Sinatra standard, "The Way You Look 
Tonight." 

Phil even did a rendition of West Side Sto- 
туз “Somewhere,” Curtis Mayfelds "Ive 
Been Trying," and a live, Roberta Flack-rear- 
ranged Irvin Berlin song, "Always." 

The album also has "Tearing and Break- 
ing" a nine-year-old song; "Everyday" 
with a slow, blue mood he wrote during 
emotional distress; "This Must Be Love," a 
"60s throwback to adolescent love; "Te: 
fy" a positive love song he wrote for his 
wife Orianne. 

Itis the ultimate album any Phil Collins fan 
will need to get through one, or a thousand, 
more nights, at the special double-dise price 
‘of P425 from Warner Music Philippines, at all 
leading music stores and record bars. 


Superstars, funky art in ‘Artist Collection’ 


BMG Records (Pilipinas) Inc. announces the 
release of the initial range of "The Artist Col- 
lection,” single-artist compilation albums at 
mid-price. 

“The Artist Collection” is a gallery featuring 
10 albums from 10 superstars—Whimey 
Houston, Santana, Toni Braxton, Kenny б, 
Hall & Oates, Elvis Presley, Rick Astley, Luther 
Vandross, Run DMC and TLC. Each album fea- 
tures approximately 14 tracks. 

‘An exciting feature of the collection is the 
striking and funky artwork on the album cov- 
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ers, by world-renowned artist Hanoch Pive: 

Another set is already being planned 
next year. 

For more _ information, 
htp://wwwartisteollection.org, 
collection.org. 

"The Artist Collection” is now available at 
record stores nationwide—including Astro 
Plus, Music One, О Music, Tower Records, Ва. 
dio City, Shoemart and Odyssey Record 
Stores—in CDs for only P280 each, from BMG 
Records (Pilipinas) Inc. 
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Fitch spares RP from rating downgrade 


о By Doris С. Dumlao burden falls significantly over the — He noted that the Philippines 
ОАО medium term, public finances could suffer as much as two 

a д LONDON-BASED credit rating agency Fitch Ratings has will remain highly vulnerable to notches of a credit rating down- 
CuRRENCIES spared the Philippines from а debt-rating downgrade, but Shocks,” Coulton said. grade, which would be disastrous 

E Ê o Ha EDN ы ye ЫШ e creased concems over the to the country. 
F ў „== Е Ronee ў : 
ПЕРРОНЕ ТУ § be duo to helene нау hell of the banking sector where "We keep on talking about the 
|Р 560255 ут 


balance sheets are weak and un- cost of downgrade on our borrow- 
Fitch Ratings yesterday main- Fitch Ratings gave the country derlying profitability is poor, am- ings, but actually the bigger im- 
As ofS pm, Dec. 7,2004 tained the Republic of the Philip. three to six months to show some _plify these worries,” he stressed. pact is on foreign direct invest- 
Spm. ey pines long-term foreign currency progress in the implementation Сошоп added that with half of ments and portfolio inflows,” he 
Ni Gd а. of fiscal reforms, in line of what it the publie debt sourced abroad, any said, noting a lot of pension funds 

cr ings of “BB” and “BB+” respec- believed to be an "opportune" significant depreciation in peso val- like the California Public Employ- 


| | | 1 tively, or two notches below in- stage in the political cycle. ‘ue would considerably impinge on ees Retirement System (CalPERS) 

PE е» vestment grade, but revised its — “Sizeable front-loaded tax pol- the governments balance sheet, tend to exclude from their radar 

OE банк  GOLD:$450.00-45050 outlook to megative—which icy adjustments are needed to set placing a high premiwh on the screen countries which received 

peromce HongKong. Dec 6,1004 Tears a downgrade may still be public debt ratios on a firmly maintenanceofmonetary stability credit rating downgrades, — . 

S MARKE possible in the near term. downward trend over the medi- Fitch Ratings latest report sent Buenaventura ай — the 

TOCK MARKET “These come against a backdrop um term,” said Brian Coulton, se- a sigh of relief to the govem- Supreme Courts reversal of ап 

" of sharply diminishing fiscal exi- nior director at Fitch Ratings’ ments economic team, which earlier ruling on the Mining Act 

Stocks dip on planned telco taxes bility that leaves the public fi- sovereigns group in Asia. was almost resigned to a credit- as well as the recent privatization 

STOCKS extend- PSE COMPOSITE INDEX nances vulnerable to shocks, in- While giving the Philippines rating downgrade. of the Masinloc power plant con® 

ed their decline cluding from domestic interest rate some breathing room at this time, “We've been given time to de- tributed a lot in averting a down, 

yesterday, pulled increases, exchange rate pressures Coulton warned that a "half. liver on our commitments, but if grade for the Philippines. = 

lower by top " or contingent liabilities emanating hearted tax policy effort” would we don't, we'd be justifiably Fitch Ratings said that whilé 

phone firm PLOT and second- Т Z from the wider public sector or not save the country from а credit downgraded,” Bangko Sentral ng the government's deficit had im- 
ranked Globe Telecom lı E 

inked Globe Telecom Inc. on. from banking system weaknesses" downgrade in the near future. Pilipinas Governor Rafael Bue- proved this year, the broader non- 


jesse n - Fitch Ratings said in its report. "Unless the government debt naventura said. FITCH/ B2. 


firms’ earnings. 


аи, "usesssis US investors seek more investment perks 


and Singapore Telecommuni- ee en ael 
cations, fell P10 or 1.02 percent to P970. Ayala dropped 10 centavos or Ву Ronnel W. Domingo considerably more attractive in 
1.52 percent to P6.50. order to encourage foreign in- 

Philippine Long Distance Telephone Co. (PLDT), а quarter owned by Hong THE AMERICAN Chamber of vestment, Sears said. 

Kong's First Pacific Co. Ltd. wiped out early gains when it announced it was Commerce in the Philippines has AmCham is recommending 
paring debt at the parent level to about P2 bilion this month. urged the government to further steps that were seen to generate 

PLDT, the most highly valued stock on the exchange with a market “sweeten” investment perks for more investments for the country, 
capitalization of $4 billion, finished P5 lower at P1,280. investors due to tough competi- including: 

“Part of the apprehension stems from ongoing deliberations on @p- ^ tion from countries in Asia, Latin _ ® granting incentives to in- 
propriate tax charges that will be levied for the sector" stock brokerage ^ America and Eastern Europe. dustries that develop agriculture 
pu Aasaa aolen on menue Nx c EID 
protns ot telecom тат wli ай Ч ото io per Кет Sears aid in a saneren that etel ae exporters of completely 
Cent value-add tax to 12 percent р E Е i 

ATR Kim Eng Securities analyst Martin Enrile said the tax could slow fering Jower invesment costs in = Siero cia tic lr 
the double-digit profit growth enjoyed by PLOT and No. 2 firm Globe terms of wages, power, infiastruc- ported buil END e RCM 
"Telecom as a result of strong growth in mobile subscriber numbers. ture and overall business climate. other raw materials, and the re- 

STOCKS/08. “We believe the incentives of- moval of value-added tax on 
fered by the Philippines must be US INVESTORS/ B3 
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venture with Benguet Corp. 


Sa ANCE 
By Elizabeth L. Sanchez 


REALESTATE developer Belle Corp. 
В reviving its mining interests, en- 
couraged by the Supreme Courts 
recent ruling that opened the min- 
ing. industry to foreign investors 
and. the beter gold and mineral 
prices in the world market. 

Belle vice chair Willy Ocier said 
in an interview that Belle would 


1990s due to low gold prices, 
‘which did not make it cost-effec- 
tive to operate a mine. 

“Now with gold at $450 per 
‘ounce compared to below $200 
per ounce in 1992, we are study- 
ing to pre-operate the mine. 
was accelerated by the Supreme 
Court decision," Ocier said. 

The Supreme Court last week 
‘overtumed its previous ruling that 


revenues from mining may pitch in 
in cutting the budget deficit. 

Belle owns seven mining 
daims in Antamok, Itogon, 
Benguet, north of the Antamok 
Mines of Benguet Corp. 

їп 1992, Belle signed a royalty 
agreement with Benguet Corp. 
with Benguet managing and oper- 
ating the mine and undertaking ex- 
ploration and development work. 


prevented foreign companies to 
Own 100 percent in mining pro- 
jects. Mining officials last week said 


The project was later tem- 
porarily suspended and had re- 
mained so to date. 

At the time of the suspension, 
about 20 veins or mineralized 
zones or structures have been 
identified. One of the veins yields 
an average of 1.6 to 2.5 grams of 
gold per metric ton. 

Odier said it has yet to be deter- 
mined when both companies 
would open the mine. 

Belle сайт said its net earings 
from January to September dedined 
61 percent to P848 million from 
P219 8 million during the same peri- 
od last year on higher expenses de- 
spite an increase in profis. 

The company said the higher 
net income in 2003 was due to 
gains from debt settlement that 


revisit its joint-venture project 
with Benguet Corp. that was sus- 
pended sometime in the late 


SIMPLEX — 508 MHS 
puo 


8 P68,950 
жиш ای‎ 0 


producing 


Ny 
orien MODELS 
ALSO AVAILABLE 


yvwelemachnesin con. doe 


Ei OCHS 


WRIST BP MONITOR 


"TRAVEL MATE" WRIST BP. 
= Handy and Portable 
= 100% Accurate 
*2 pos. "AAA" Batteries 
Give hans Bas tl 


20) FAR EAST MEDICAL EQUIPMENT 


amounted to P4464 million. 
Without the debt settlement, last 
year’s nine-month financial re-. 
port would have recorded a net 
loss of P233.5 million. 

Net revenues from sales of real 
estate and dub shares for the 
nine-month period increased by 
55 percent to P327.4 million from 
P210.7 million. Gross profit like- 
wise soared 99 percent to P230.5 
million from P115.9 million dur- 
ing the respective periods. 

"The bulk of the sales revenues 
were from Phase 1 of its farm lots 
Subdivision project, Plantation 
Hills in Batangas, launched last 
year. Roughly 80 percent of the 
project has been built. 

Benguet Corp, on the other 
hand, is engaged in gold mining. It 
first expanded into chromite pro- 
duction in 1934 and into copper 
production in 1971. The compa- 
пу gold mining operations are in 
Benguet Province and the chromite 
mining operation in Masinloc, 
Zambales. From 1980 to 1997, the 
company conducted copper min- 
ing operations in San Marcelino, 
Zambales. From 1988 through 
1993, ic also conducted gold min- 
ing operations in Jose 
Panganiban, Са- 
marines Norte. 

Aside from its core 
business of mining 
and mineral explo- 
ration, the company 
and йз. subsidiaries 
are actively engaged 
in water projects, real 
estate development, 
forest management 
and eco-tourism, 
while maintaining in 
terests in allied indus- 
tries such as steel 
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HIGH QUALITY 
AND 
AFFORDABILITY 


Fitch spares 


financial public sector deficit was 
expected to remain with a histori- 
cally high deficit of 6.3 percent of 
gross domestic product, reflect- 
ing the financial woes ofthe cash- 
strapped National Power Corp. 

it noted that the government's 
debt hit 78 percent of GDP at end- 
2003 from 66 percent at end-2001 
‘and was expected to rise further to 
82 percent this year with the trans- 
fer of debts from Napocor. 

The country’s current non-in- 
vestment grade debt rating 
means the issuer has a "substan- 


December 7, 2004 
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tial” credit risk, particularly as a 
result of adverse economic 
change over time, but business or 
financial alternatives may be 
available to allow financial com- 
mitments to be met. 

“The intensifying burden of 
servicing this debt is reflected in 
the ratio of interest to total ex- 
penditure, which is set to reach 
32 percent in 2005, placing 
strains on expenditure manage- 
ment and exceeded in only a few 
low-rated sovereigns, including 
Lebanon and Turkey,” it noted. 
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THE KUOKS of Shangri-La fame 
are building not one but two of 
the countrys tallest residential 
condominiums. 

At 60 floors each, the twin con- 
dos will eclipse the country’s cur- 
rent tallest building, the 55-story 
PBCom Tower on Ayala Aven 

The planned high-rises will be. 
built on what is now the open car 
park beside the Edsa Plaza mall, 
actoss from the Edsa Shangri-La 
Hotel, according to a company 
statement. The twin towers will 
be linked by а common podium. 

The twin Pacific Plaza Towers, 
їп contrast, stand 52 and 53 
floors tall, while the twin Essensa 
towers are both 30-stories tall. 

‘The One Roxas Triangle beside 
the Mandarin, a joint venture of 
the Ayalas and Hongkong Land, 
is, at 51, a story shorter than ће 
planned Ortigas condos. 

Shangri-La, incidentally, 
shelved the Ortigas project in the 
wake of the 1997 currency crisis, 
and decided to just continue the 
46-story Shang Grand Tower in 
Makati's Legaspi Village, its first 
venture into the local residential 
condominium market. 

The "seven-star" Shang Grand 
Tower is scheduled for comple- 
tion by end-2005. 


Hilux targets D-Max 

JUBILANT after ending Isuzu's 
two-decade reign in the pick-up 
and light commercial vehicles 
reign in Thailand, Toyota has 
now opened a Philippine front to 


specifically dethrone Isuzu's D- 
Мах as the country’s top-selling 
pick-up with the introduction of 
Toyota's all-new Hilux. 

Saying Hiluxs cellar-dwelling 
years was “a thing of the past,” 
Toyota Motors Philippines presi- 
dent Nobuharu Tabata promised 
the press and the industry "а new 
vigor" in the one-ton pick-up bat- 
Че, where D-Max and Nissan Fron- 
tier currently hold a 48- and 21- 
percent market share, respectively. 

Even relative newcomer Ford 
Ranger has locally squeaked past 
the Hilux, despite the latter being 
a favored transport of Bin Laden 
and other Afghan warlords for its 
rugged reliability 

As if to underline that Toyota 
means business, Hilux even un- 
dercut D-Max by pricing its top- 
end 4x4 variant at P1.305 million 
against Isuzu's P1.39 million. 

The undercutting extends all 
the way to the entry-level model, 
with Hilux at P748,000 against 
0-Мах5 P960,000. 

То those who have not seen it 
yet, the new Hilux has the macho 
looks of a Ford FI50 minus the 
gas pain, the Japanese pick-up 
being powered by the latest com- 
mon rail diesel engine. 

We will leave the motoring re- 
view to our automotive col- 
leagues, except to say that if you 
woke up and found yourself in- 
side the new Hilux, you would 
have thought you were inside a 
car with its industry-leading 
rear-leg room space and numer- 


SM leases Fil-Esate 
land in Laguna 


By Elizabeth L. Sanchez 


HILESTATE Properties Inc. has 
agreed to lease a 5.8-hectare prop- 
eny in San Pablo City, Laguna, to 
mall developer SM Prime Holdings 
Ine, which is developing the site 
fora mixed-use commercial mall. 

Fepi, a wholly owned subsidiary 
of FilEstate Land. Inc, and its 
partner Holmsdale Realty and De- 
velopment Corp. signed a 25-year 
lease contract with listed firm SM 
Prime, the group that has devel- 
‘oped 19 malls nationwide to date. 

‘The leased land is in frontofa res- 
‘dential subdivision project of Fepi in 
San Pablo City dubbed as Riverina. 
"The lease is renewable for another 
25 years from October 2029, accord- 
ing to Roberto Roco, Fil-Estate cor- 
porate information officer. 

SM Prime earlier said its net 
earnings from July to 
September grew 11 
percent to P1.14 bil- 
lion from last years 
P1.03 billion, driven 
by higher revenues. 

Gross revenues in- 
creased 20 percent to 
P2.51 billion in the 
third quarter from 
P2.09 billion in the 
same period last year. 

For the nine- 
month period, net 
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durable goods; 

income tax holi- 
days of 8-10 years for 
the manufacturing of 
durable goods and 
training expense in- 
centives for new in- 
vestors; 

e granting of pre- 
feasibility financial 
grants, especially for 
information technol- 
‘ogy-enabled services, 
and 

e a law that 
would make possible 
an easy entry to and 
exit from the country 
for foreign execu- 
tives and technical 
employees, including 
the suspension of 
travel tax. 

The group added 
that foreign investors 
would be encour 
aged to do business 
here if there were 
granis of a 12-year 


earnings climbed 10 percent го 
P3.37 billion from P3.07 billion. 
Gross revenues jumped 16 per- 
cent to P7.44 billion from Jan- 
wary to September. It opened 
three additional SM Supermalls 
last year—SM City Lucena, SM 
City Baguio and SM City Das- 
mariñas in Cavite. 

'SMPH has also set aside P5 bil- 
lion for capital spending next 
year. Construction is ongoing on 
SM Mall of Asia, touted to be the 
country’s largest mall along Rox- 


аз Boulevard. The first phase of 


the mall will open next year with 
а gross floor area of 300,000 
square meters. This consists of 
the main mall, an entertainment 
mall and two parking buildings. 
Also set to open next year are SM 
City San Lazaro in Manila, and 
SM City Molino in Cavite. 
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Tallest condo coming 


CockrALEs 


Victor C. 
Agustin 


ous bottle holders. 

Even the so-called NVH (noise, 
vibration, harshness) level ap- 
proximates that of a cars, not 
that of a rice or palay and com- 
modities hauler. 


CAP-itol defense 
CONGRESSIONAL allies of the 
ailing College Assurance Plan 
managed to turn a House hearing 
Monday to grill not CAP but the 
Securities and Exchange Com- 
mission itself for its tough regula- 
torystance. 


According to ап eyewitness, 
Representatives Jacinto Paras, 
Prospero Pichay Jr, Eduardo 
Zialcita, Gilbert Cesar Remulla 
and Harlin Abayon even man- 
aged to waste nearly one and a 
half hours with procedural ques- 
tions and housekeeping inquiries 
before the team went on a full- 
court press to turn the heat on 
SEC Chair Fe Barin. 

‘The one simple question that 
started the inquiry, that of Rep. Eu- 
logio Magsaysay’, on how much 
cash and near-cash CAP still has to 
pay in maturing tuition fee obliga- 
tions, remained unanswered. 

The circus will continue on 
Tuesday. 


Heard through the 
grapevine 


AMBASSADOR to Washington 
Albert del Rosario has approved a 


Y 996 interest p.a. - 
GUARANTEED 
У No withholding tax 
У Only P50,000 minimum deposit 
У 5 - year Time Deposit 
У Monthly crediting of interest 
Visit any of our 121 PSBank branches nationwide. 


атоме меті а ha POC. Mestre egosi kasance tr ech Dest P2500000 
Олова raie i or a ited те опу and де о change ро pior гок. 


plan to issue identity cards to 
"TNT (tago ng tago) Filipinos in 
America, just like what the Mexi- 
can Embassy did to its millions of 
citizens illegally staying in the 
United States. 

The embassy-issued ID cards 
are acceptable as legal identi 
tion required by US banks, which 


4 
1 
the illegal residents can use tb "à 
‘open personal bank accounts and 
even send money back home. 

It is also, at $25 each, a good 
revenue-raising measure for the « 
cash-strapped consulates. 

(Email: cocktales_pdi@ya- 
hhoo.com or cocktales pdi@hot. 
тай сот) 


INDIAS GOLDEN TRIANGLE TOUR 
DELHIS AGRA е JAIPUR 


7 DAYS / 6 NIGHTS 


TWIN / TRIPLE SHARE - USD 1,171 


Р TO US 1,485 


SINGLE ROOM SUPP - USD 270 UP TO USD 470 
Prices per person: valid Ш April 2005 (except 22 Dec 04 - 04 Jan 05) 
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GIF Aguire Building, 812A. Amal Avo. | 
San Lorenzo Vilage, Makati City 1223 
Tel Nos. 292 - 8631 to 36. 

Fax: 819 - 5521 1819 5521 
Emai jereanttavelQyahoo com 


Start Your Own Business! 


NEGOSYONG foodcart FRANCHISE 10r. 
8j 


POTATO KING 
FRENCH FRIES TOKYO MEALS BUBOG MEALS 
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At just PhP53,895', this desktop can save your data. Maybe 
rus attack. Or a soltware installation failure. Or your oper: 
corrupted. At the push о! a button on any IBM ThinkCentre desktop, а 

information, diagnostics and recovery options comes to rescue your saved data. Just sil 
Баск and follow along. And with а LAN connection. only a ThinkCenire desktop lels you get 
help via the Web even when your operating system's down. The IBM ThinkCentre desktops 
with Intel" Pentium" 4 Processors. Work with а feeli 
feeling. And see how it feels to save some money. And a tidy sum of money. 
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SWISS WATCHES SINCE 1818 


tax holiday for IT 
manufacturing; spe- 
cial incentives for TT- 
support industries; 
incentives to such 
firms for training 
provided to employ- 
ees, and new perks 
for "legacy firms" 
who continue to in- 
vestin the country. 


995-2426 | 1-800-1888-1426 | direct@ph.ibm.com 


e 
молдау o Saturday Harn Өрт and Susay Gam - 3p 
Momm or тне poo 

Bota jdn Vae cor ADB Ares, 

ripis Cone Mandlopong Cty 71890 8872077 
—— 


gem orto ийа Пири one 
Fie oe oes ч 


acu Dima tesa statuto мое нчө ea Papa алое ерлери Bir dass eec GRO DIG Sea 
Кт sema Gro User werd addosso teque ts SEE VR IU S PDT RT 
EET PROCEDURES IRURE Pee d ium етот Oe Had 
tren TET ВИ Pong A sar E etn BAT че QI ме кн э Hao Бы рыл Эр ie pem И amu Apre anim Gi pee s har ө те бие Эа у de ашла aw tu 
LETT 


аай 


Ys 


Thot the public 


may know 


THE TRUTH ABOUT ILLEGAL 
VERSUS LEGITIMATE LOGGING 


And why legitimate logging must continue for the good of our couniry 


We condole with ihe families oF those affected by the recent tragedies caused by unusually 
heavy rainfall brought by typhoons Winnie and Yoyong, aggravated by forest denudation 


caused by illegal logging and kaingin farming. 


For the sake of transparency, fairness and 


justice, PWPA has organized its own independent fact-finding group to get to the bottom of the 


tragedy and destruction, and if necessary, 


assist in prosecuting the guilty parties. 


PWPA, however, calls for sobriety and objectivity, so that the legitimate and beneficial side 
of logging is not lumped with what's illegal and destructive. 


COMPARE THESE FACTS AND JUDGE FOR YOURSELF 


ILLEGAL LOGGING 


= Cutting or burning of young trees by firewood gatherers and 
charcoal makers, illegal loggers and poachers who sell these trees 
to small unlicensed sawmills and burning of young forests by slash 
and burn farmers 
No reforestation or replanting of trees by illegitimate players. They 
just move on to the next forested areas to repeat their ilegal activities. 
Kaingineros plant subsistence crops which can never substitute for 
trees in preventing soil erosion or landslides. 


vs. 


LEGITIMATE LOGGING 


Legitimate Logging Involves Tree Replanting 
and Protection of Concession Areas 


* Harvesting of only mature trees, in accordance with government 
regulations, are processed by legitimate wood processing mills; 
young trees are left to grow for the next harvest. 

* Timber License Agreement (TLA) and Industrial Forest Management 
Agreement (IFMA) permit holders don’t cût young trees not only 

because they are not permitted by regulations but because 


Commercial and Fuel Wood Demand / Consumption 


Fuel Wood/ Charcoal 
Consumption 


Commercial Round 
Timber Demand 


ee 


2.340 million cubic meters 
(1992 Forestry (Ave. [ү етап 
Statistics) 1999-2003) 


Commercial Round 
Timber Harvest 


0.60 million cubic meters 
(Ave. Yearly ААС 1999-2003) 


Source: Philippine Forestry Statistics, 1999-2003 
FMB- Forestry Economies Division 


they are uneconomical in terms of transport, wood recovery 

and processing efficiency. 

> Replanting of new trees to replace those which have been 
cut. 

* Guarding of forest concessions against poachers and 
illegal loggers. 

» Invest heavily in harvesting and wood processing facilities 
and infrastructure (likewise being used by local communities) 
and in new forest plantation to ensure the continuous supply 
of forest products. 


Forests in areas without TLAs and IFMAs continue to be denuded 
at a very fast rate because they fall prey to poachers and 
kaingineros 

Log Ban Experience, Negros Oriental 


UP Los Banos Study 


Legitimate Logging Ensures Forest Sustainability 


Companies with TLAs have been operating in the last 50 years 
and are now in their second growth forests which proves that 
forests can be managed and developed on a sustainable basis. 


Example of a typical legitimate logging operation: Surigao 
Development Corporation (SUDECOR). Hailed recently by forestry 
experts of the International Timber Trade Organization (ПТО) for 
its scientific and responsible logging operation— a boon to the 
locale’s biodiversity. SUDECOR is just one of the country's well- 
managed logging operations, with their thick and well-protected 
forests. 


Recent Inquirer report: Gen. Nakar Mayor Hernando 
Avellaneda admitted that “almost 40% of his constituents 
depend on illegal logging for а living... that the government 
could only do so much to provide people with honest 
jobs.” 

A recent report quoting motorists: “Disaster-hit Real was 
lined with furniture shops offering custom-built tables, 
lounge chairs and benches made of tropical hard wood 
cut by nearby unlicensed mini sawmills.” 

DENR records reveal the extent of illegal logging and mini-sawmiill 
operations in the coastal towns of Quezon and Aurora and its role 


EFFECTS OF LOGGING BAN ON FOREST DENUDATION 


т \ 
[5 
After TLA Cancellation: 


= Completely destroyed by illegal loggers, 
fuel wood gatherers, kaingineros 

* Had remaining cover but only because of 
inaccessibility 
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Before TLA Cancellation: 
Only mature trees harvested, 
forest cover maintained 


32 TLAs Studied 
by UPLB 


in the recent calamity. 
1/3 of the country’s population has already encroached 
on forest zones. 


* Illegal logging has no official mandate, that’s why it is illegal. 


ATOTAL LOG BAN WILL PROVE MORE 
DISASTROUS TO OUR NATION. 
Consider» Of the 32 TLAs cancelled from 1985-87, 25 areas became 
“open city” and were destroyed by illegal loggers, fuel wood gatherers 
and kaingineros; while only 7, due to inaccessibility, had remaining 
forest cover. * Before the TLA cancellation, only mature trees were 
harvested, forest cover maintained. 


DO NOT BE OVERTAKEN BY EMOTIONALISM AND GENERALIZATIONS. ILLEGAL LOGGING MUST BE TREATED 
AS SUCH AND MUST BE SANCTIONED WITH THE FULL FORCE OF THE LAW. LEGITIMATE LOGGING IS THE 


ANTIDOTE TO FOREST DEGRADATION AND MUST BE SUPPORTED BY ALL. 


Legitimate Logging Has Government Mandate 


* Timber License Agreement (TLA) Or Industrial Forest Management 
Agreement (IFMA) awarded by the Department of Environment 
and Natural Resources (DENR). Patierned after those of 
developed countries with their own commercial logging operations 
in State forestlands. 
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PLDT seeks to retire 
$450M in debt in '04 


By Clarissa S. Batino 


THE PHILIPPINE Long Distance Telephone 
Co. yesterday said it would cut its debt by 
about $106 million this month to bring down 
its fixed-line obligation to about $2 billion by 
yearend. 

‘The telecom giant said it would prepay on 
Dec. 20 part of а $145-million borrowing 
scheduled to mature in two years to save on 
interests, speed up its debt reduction strategy, 
and minimize currency risks. 

PLDT this year hopes to shave off $350 mil- 
lion in outstanding obligations, The plan to 
prepay debt would bring to $450 million the 
total debts retired in 2004. 

"Ву the end of the year, PLDT's fixed line 
debt balance would be about $2 billion, on 
track to achieve our target to reduce our debt 
balance to below $1.5 billion by the end of 
2006," PLDT president Napoleon Nazareno 
said ina statement. 

Of the PLDT Group's $2.99 billion debt, 
$2.2 billion are owed by the fixed-line busi- 
ness, Wireless subsidiaries Smart Commu- 
nications Inc. and Pilipino Telephone Corp. 
have а combined obligation of $718 mil- 
lion. 

PLDT said that in the next two weeks, it 
would prepay part of the $145-million debt 
facility—35 million US dollars and 7.276 
billion Japanese yen—signed in Sept. 
2002. 

The funds were drawn in June and Decem- 
ber 2003 to refinance some of PLDT's matur- 
ing obligations last year. Interest on the loan 
was pegged at six-month London Interbank 
Rate plus 3.85 points for yen and plus 3.65 
points for the dollar. 

“We consider our efforts to accelerate our 
debt reduction program to be a prudent move 
that would not only generate interest savings 
but also improve our balance sheet profile 
and mitigate our risks exposure,” Nazareno 
said. 

During a period of foreign exchange 


Subsidy loss may force 
NFA to hike price of rice 


By Christine A. Gaylican 


‘THE RETAIL price of the cheapest 
available rice in the market may in- 
crease by as much as P3 per kilo 
next year to P21 from the current 
average of P18 if the government 
fails to subsidize its wading unit the 
National Food Authority (NFA). 

At present, the state-owned trad- 
ing firm has been scrambling for 
rice imponts to secure the national 
buffer stocks that have been deplet- 
ed by the typhoon relief operations. 

‘The NFA will have to deal with 
the rising world market price of 
the commodity—now pegged at 
$300 per metric ton—when it be- 
gins importing some 320,000 
metric tons of rice this January. 

“The question now is, will the 
national government again foot 
the bill for the consumers?” NFA 
‘Administrator Gregorio Y. Tan Jr. 
asked. “The tight market supply 
and increasing demand has put 
pressure on world market prices 
Ав we speak, prices are moving up. 
We would have to incur more loss- 
es that is projected at P2.1 billion." 

‘Tan said that if the Department 
of Budget and Management does 


not have enough funds to partly 
support the cost of the МРАЗ rice 
imports, the agency would have no 
choice but to jack up retail prices 

He added that the recent deci- 
sion to increase the buying support. 
price for palay by P1 per kilo had 
worsened the NFAS financial state. 
‘The state firm traditionally has 
been buying palay from farmers at 
PB to P9.50 per kilo (which is high- 
er than private traders’ price to in- 
crease farmers’ income.) Neverthe- 
less, it sells at lower retail prices for 
the sake of the consumers. 

"The NFA has estimated rice im- 
ports to reach 900,000 metric tons 
in 2005. This may cost the country 
P17 billion, based on the $340 per 
metric ton cost and an exchange 
rate of P56 to the US dollar. 

Also, Tan is not discounting the 
possibility that the import vol- 
ume may increase depending on 
how badly the El Niño weather 
disturbance affects production. 

“Lets hope that the country 
could hurdle the El Niño next 
year and enable farmers to in- 
crease production,” an NFA offi- 
cial said, “Otherwise, it will be 
more expensive to import rice.” 


volatility, companies with huge dollar expo- 
sure like PLDT tend to incur forex losses. This 
yeas, the telecom giant said it would likely 
book a P2-billion exchange loss out ofits total 
“unhedged” debt. 

‘The country’s most profitable firm with a 
record net income of P20 billion in the first 
nine months is targeting to end the year with 
24 billion in profits. 

PLDT chair Manuel Pangilinan said the 
company's profit target this year would not be 
affected by the foreign exchange losses that 
may arise from the adoption of new interna- 
tional accounting standards, 

Annabelle Chua, PLDT senior vice presi- 
dent and treasurer, also said this would notaf- 
fect the company's bottomline. 

“It would be PNL (Profit and Loss State- 
ment) neutral,” Chua said. "We are required 
to book the losses each year depending on 
how the foreign exchange moved. Losses on 
previous years would be charged to the bal- 
ance sheet.” 

‘Chua said the exchange rate was not very 
volatile this year compared to previous years. 
The peso had averaged af about P56 08 dol- 
ar. 

Chua said that the bulk of PLDT's debt were 
hedged. She said the new accounting would 
cover only the obligations that were not 
hedged or protected by foreign exchange fluc- 
tuations. 

‘Companies worldwide must comply with 
two new international accounting stan- 
dards. 

‘The first, already being implemented this 
year, requires companies to book any foreign 
exchange losses on transaction on the year 
these were incurred and not later. 

Up for adoption next year is the require- 
ment that outstanding losses on foreign 
exchange transactions be made transpa 
ent. 

Nazareno said the company would start 
adopting the new global accounting bench- 
mark this fourth quarter. 
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Belgian mission checks 
out RP trade prospects 


By Ronnel W. Domingo 

“We 
SOME 35 Belgian companies are 
in town for a three-day visit to 
scout for possible business ven- 
tures and promote their country 
as a gateway to trade with Eu 
rope, according to the Embassy of 
Belgium. 

"The arrival of the business offi 
cials last Monday kicked off the 
nine-day three-country Belgian 
economic and trade mission that 
would also cover Kuala Lumpur 
and Jakarta. 

"The (mission) fills us with 
pride because it emphasizes the 
interest of Belgian companies for 
business opportunities in the 
Philippines,” Belgian Ambas 
sudor Christian Tanghe said, 

"The visit means that the 
Philippines radiates the rich po- 
tential it has to offer and that, in 
spite of the numerous challenges 
that still Jie ahead, the opportuni- 
ties are spotted by our compa- 
nies,” Tanghe added. 

The envoy also said that the 
administration's medium-term 
development plan set the right 
priorities for the next six years. 

He believes the plan is con- 
ducive to enhancing the climate. 


for business even further, 

encourage 
volved—both official and pri- 
vate—to implement it with deter- 
mination and focus" Tanghe 
said. "I am sure it’ would іше 
many more trade missions from 
Belgium and Europe.” 

“I am convinced that this mis- 
sion would promote Belgium fur- 
ther as an important gateway for 
Philippine business opportunities 
in the European Union.” 

Data from the embassy show 
that Belgi 
fourth-largest market for Philip- 
pine exports in the EU. 

їп the first eight months of 
2004, two-way trade amounted 
to P16.5 billion or about 222 mil- 
lion euros. 

Located in the northwest of Eu- 
торе, Belgium is part of a major ur- 
ban and commercial axis. lt is a 
heavily urbanized zone extending 
from England to the north of aly. 

"The Belgian delegates include 
representatives from the sectors of 
agribusiness, food, pharmaceud- 
cals and chemicals, waste manage: 
ment, medical equipment and 
health services, energy, transporta- 
tion, mining, logist 
services and telecommunications, 
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Toyota brings them together. 


се 1992, the Medical and Dental Oulreach 


Program sponsored by Toyota Motor Philippines 
Foundation hos. helped 64,383 lowincomo 


Toguig, and ‘Sta, Rowe, Loguno with 


medical and dental care. This program delivers pediatric, 


surgical, O8-Gyne, ond other important healthe 
lo people who otherwise could nal afford them. In this моу, 


this program gives new. hope to people in many communities 


enabling them 


Www.loyot 


shore our country's blessings of success 


ta,com.ph www.toyota.co.ip 
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The Worksite Marketing Producers Club is a special group of 
WORTE MARKETING = producers who thrives on activity, momentum and 
= flexibility We recognize their spectacular performance in 2004 
asthey represent the top 10% of all Worksite agents nationwide. 
Ourhatsofftoallof them! The Worksite Marketing Millionaires’ Club is an elite 
я group of Worksite Agency Leaders. They believe that the 
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With solar plant, RATE HIKE NOT ENOUGH 


Mindanao gains 
power edge 


THE 1-MEGAWATT solar power facility in Ca- 
gayan de Oro City, the largest grid-connected 
solar plant in the country, is expected to pro- 
vide more reliable power to Mindanao and 
ease some of the main grid's dependence on 
hydroelectric power. 

With the commissioning of the new solar 
power facility, which would be operated by 
the Cagayan Electric Power and Light Co. 
(Cepalco), Mindanao would now be able to 
enjoy a more reliable supply of power, Energy 
Secretary Vincent Perez said. 

‘According to data from the Department of 
Energy, last year, hydro accounted for 62 per- 
cent of Mindanao’s generation mix, with oil 
contributing 25 percent and geothermal an- 
other 13 percent. 

President Macapagal-Arroyo herself yester- 
day led the launching ceremony of the $5. 
million plant, which used 6,480 units of poly- 
crystalline silicon solar cells from Japan's 
Sharp Corp. to capture sunlight for conver- 
sion into electricity. 

‘Apart from this plant, many areas in Min- 
danao were already harnessing the power of > 
the sun to produce electricity. These, howev- THE SALE of Napocor's: 


er, were mostly off-grid solar power facilities the power firm’s problems. 


generally used in remote areas. 

DOE data show that around 160 communi- 
ties in Mindanao are now enjoying the bene- 
fits of solar energy through the United States 
Agency for International Development Al- 
liance for Mindanao Off-grid Renewable En- 
ergy Program (USAID-Amore). 

‘The state-owned Philippine National Oil 
Co., through its Solar Home Systems Distribu- 
tion Project in the Cordillera Administrative 
Region, is likewise tapping the power of the 
sun for electricity production. 

‘The PNOC project aims to install around 
15,000 solar home system units in unelectri- 
fied households in rural locations. 

Alternative energy sources, Perez said, 
were most welcome in Mindanao as the grid's 
current generating capacity was not enough 
to meet its rapidly increasing demand, partic 
ularly from high-growth areas Davao and 
General Santos. 

According to the DOE's updated Power De- 
velopment Plan, Mindanao will be needing 
another 150 MW of new capacity by next year. 
However, the only committed project in the 
main grid is the 200-MW clean coal power fa- 
cility that is seen to come on stream by 2006. 

Abigail L. Ho 


\ 
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in the end, but we're thankful anyway: 


Mrs, Gwen Roces had always been accompanied by her 
husband to the bank. He'd open the door for her, see 
her through, explain what the forms were for, tell her 
where to sign. And she'd always be listening cheerfully, 
her pen flashing in compliance. She was glad, we guessed, 
to have someone sorting outall the formsand procedures 
for her 


But the day came when Mr. Roces, quite regrettably 
passed away. And our account with his wife appearéd 
doomed to follow in his footsteps as well. 


Until we remembered that she had never, in all her years 
with us, come to the bank by herself. It was always an 


The No. 1 Choice of Signmakers around the World. 


By Abigail L. Ho 


THE NATIONAL Power Corp. likely incurred 
some P8 billion in losses since October as the 
Energy Regulatory Commission decided to 
only grant ita partial rate hike. 

Consumer and Ой Price Watch chair Raul T 
Concepcion said the ERC’s approval of only a 
98-centavo-per-kwh rate hike did little to al- 
leviate its cash problems. 

Napocor wanted a rate increase of P1.87 
per kilowatt-hour (kWh) to partially solve its 
financial difficulties. 

“The longer we delay the remaining rate in- 
crease, the more consumers will have to pay 
later on,” he said in а statement yesterday. 

He said Napocors proposed rate hike of 
P1.87 per kWh should have given the state 
firm a return on rate base—a measure of prof- 
itability—of 8 percent. 

But since the ERC approved only about 
half of what the state firm asked for, Napoc- 
Or continued to incur losses these past 
months, amounting to some PB billion since 
October. 

The ERC had scheduled a final public hear- 
ing on the Napocor rate increase on Dec. 16. 

Since the current additional 98 centavos 


Napocor losses mounting, expert says 


per kWh that the state firm was charging its 
customers was given under a provisional ё” 
thority, the permanent rate hike would still 
have to undergo public consultations before 
being approved by the regulatory body. 

After that public hearing, he said the ERC 
would already decide on the merits of the pro- 
posed rate hike. 

The regulatory body would decide whether- 
the state firm would be getting what it origi- 
nally asked for. 

Even with another looming Napocor rate 
hike, Concepcion said consumers would have 
a little less to worry about in terms of electric- 
ity rates as the government had already ab- 
sorbed P200 billion of Napocor's debts. 

The debt absorption, he said, meant that 
the principal and the interest would no longer 
be included in Napocor's books. 

The absorbed amount would also no longer 
be considered in succeeding rate hike petitions. 

He said the COPW would now be working 
at computing how soon Napocors debts 
would be repaid as well as how much profits 
the government would generate from the sale. 
of Napocor's generation assets and the priva- 
tization of the National Transmission Corp. 
through a concession agreement. 
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Was it the chauffeur 
or the papaitan? 


We've never figured it out really, what worked better 


adventure she embarked upon with her husband. And 
something we couldrit expect her to do alone. 


So we arranged fora driver to pick her up at her house 
and bring her over. Smiling awkwardly, she stepped 

into the car. And just as awkwardly, we stepped into 
the role long reserved for her husband. 


‘Smile by smile, we navigated the course of her 
transactions with her. And told her that if she wanted, 
we could keep on doing the same thing for her every 
time she needed to visit the bank. Her smile was all 
the yes we needed. 


We took her to lunch, too, that дау. Тоа place that, 
to our knowledge, served the best papaitan in Manila 


US VK 


International Exchange Bank 
TAKING RELATIONSHIPS TO HEART 
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(we had learned earlier that it was, strangely enough, 
her favorite dish). She talked about how she was coping 
with the loss of her husband, about how the house seemed 
too big now, about how helpful people had been to her 
And how the papaitan fell somehow short of its billing. 


We had the driver bring her back home and we heard 
nothing from Mrs. Roces for the next two weeks. 


And then she called, asking to be picked up. She had 
some deposits to make, she said. And a newly cooked 
pot full of what was truly, as we discovered, the best 
papaitan in Manila 


UF this doesn't sound like the kind of relationship you 
have with your bank, you may want to give us a try) 
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Deal on NDC investment in SLEX readied 


By Clarissa S. Batino 


SOUTH Luzon Tollway Corp, a joint 
yenture between the govemment 
and Hopewell Grown Infrastructure. 
Inc, and National Development Co. 
are working out the agreement that 
will pave the way for the latter's infu- 
jon into the project of some P3 bil- 
lion in loan and quasi equity. 
Hopewell Crown president 
Joel Bañares said the agreement 
"would allow the state-owned 
NDC, through the Philippine In- 
frastrueture Corp., to participate 
in the P10-billion upgrade of the 
South Luzon Expressway. 


Bafiares said NDC would in- 
fuse into the project P3 billion in 
loan and quasi equity. 

About 200,000 motorists use the 
SLEX daily and roughly 60 percent 
of Luzon's produce is transported 
through this highway everyday. 

"NDC entry will be backed by 
preferred shares and bonds. Its 
shares will likely be non-voting and 
that the control will remain with 
the current stakeholders," he said. 

‘The existing stakeholders, ac- 
cording to Bañares, want the 
NDC to take charge of the right- 
ofway acquisition so that civil 
works can start next year. 


Hopewell Grown owns 80 per- 
tent of the tollway company 
while the state-run Philippine Na- 
tional Construction Corp. holds 
the remaining 20 percent. 
Hopewell Crown is 51 percent 
‘owned by MTD Capital Berhad of 
Malaysia, 39 percent by Filipino 
firm Northeast Development and 
‘Acquisitions Corp. and 10 percent 
by Hopewell Holdings Lad. of Hong 
Kong-based tycoon Gordon Wu. 
The Hong Kong firm was the 
original proponent of the Slex up- 
grade. Wu signed a $480-million 
deal with the Estrada administra- 
tion to сапу out the two-phase 


SLEX rehabilitation and expansion, 


lion project 
the Alabang viaduct, the widening 


„ of Alabang to Calamba network 


and the link-up of SLEX in Calam- 
ba to the Southern Tagalog Arteri- 
al Road or Star їп Sto. Tomas, 
Batangas. Phase two is the exten- 
sion of SLEX from Calamba ай the 
way to Luceria City. 

Bañares said that of the P10 
billion in project cost, P3 billion 
would be financed through equi- 
ty infusion and P7 billion through 
borrowings. The P3-billion equity 
will come from Northeast Devel- 


opment, MTD Capital and 
Hopewell Holdings. 

He said MTD Capital officials 
‘would be arriving today to formalize 
its investment in Hopewell Crown. 

MTD Capital is Malaysia's second 
biggest toll operator running four 
tollweys there. It also operates а 
tollway in Sri Lanka. Listed in the 
Kuala Lumpur Stock Exchange, 
MTD Capital registered a turnover. 
of $152 milion in fiscal year ending 
March 2004. The Malaysan frm 
was chosen over other potential 
partners including French firm Egis. 

Bafiares said negotiations for the 
Supplemental Tollway Operation 


Agreement would start soon. The 
tollway firm and the PNCC would 
discuss the parameters of the Stoa 
with the Tollway Regulatory Board, 
The Stoa defines the tollway 
rate that would make the venture 
viable. A Stoa is required by cred- 
itors prior to the granting of the 
loan as this determines the capa- 
bility of the borrowers to pay. 
Bañares said the International 
Finance Corp. had agreed to put in 
$30 million in quasi equity and to 
arrange about $100 million in 
debt, Metrobank’s First Metro In- 
vestment Corp. was also interest- 
ed to underwrite a P3-billion loan. 


GIR hit 9-mo low of $15.8B in Nov. 


By Doris C. Dumlao 


THE COUNTRY'S gross international 
reserves slipped to a nine-month low 
of $15.82 billion in November due to 
the servicing of public sector debt. 
Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas Gover- 
nor Rafael Buenaventura said yester- 
day that the 11-month GIR level was 
0.6 percent lower than the October. 
revised figure of $15.92 billion. 
“Probably we'll end the year closer 
to these numbers,” he said 
The end-November GIR build-up was 
also lower than the $16.82 billion level 
posted during the same period last year: 
"The decline in reserves was at- 
tributed mainly to the debt service re- 
‘quirements ofthe national government 
and the BSP” Buenaventura said. 
Buenaventura, however, said the GIR 
level was still enough to cover about 4.2 
months of imports of goods as well as 
payments of services and income. 
“Alternatively, this level was equiv- 
alent to 2.6 times the country’s short- 
term debt based on original maturity 
and 1.4 times based on residual ma- 


turiy,” he said. 

Short-term debt based on residual 
maturity refers to outstanding short- 
term externa] debt on original matu- 
rity plus principal payments on medi- 
um- and long-term loans of the public 
and private sectors falling due within 
thenext 12 months. 

As а result, the В5Р net interna- 
tional reserves (BSP-NIR) as of end- 
November 2004, inclusive of revalua- 
tion of reserve assets and reserve-re- 
lated liabilities, decreased slightly to 
$14.12 billion from last month's level 
o $14 billion. 

The GIR—consisting of the BSP's 
gross foreign currency holdings, gold 
reserves, special drawing rights from 
multilateral institutions and foreign 
investments—is an indicator of the 
government's ability to service the 
foreign exchange requirements of the 
economy. 

‘The BSP likewise dips into the GIR 
when it needs to defend the local cur- 
rency from speculative attacks. 

‘The slower build-up in foreign re- 
serves this year was partly due to the 


slowdown in the current account sur- 
plus, a major component of the bal- 
ance of payments. 

The current account records trade 
in goods and services as well as trans- 
fers while the capital and financial ac- 
count records loan transactions, in- 
vestment flows, short-term capital 
and other related items. 

‘According to the BSB the slower 
current account surplus this year was 
due to the rise in imports and did not 
mean that the economy was becom- 
ing less competitive in global trade. 
The increase in the import bill was al- 
so attributed to skyrocketing oil 
prices. 

For next year, the BSP expects the 
country to spend about $4.5 billion 
оп foreign debt servicing, about $1 
billion less than the requirements es- 
timated this year. 

The slowdown in these financing 
requirements is seen to contribute to 
the projected swing to a balance of 
payment surplus in 2005 and lessen 
pressures on the pesodollar ex- 
Change rate. 


PRESIDENT Macapagal-Arroyo called on the private and public sectors to work 
together in connecting schools to the Net during the opening ceremonies of the Ist 
National ICTS in Basic Education Congress in Cebu City. With the President were PLDT 
and Smart public affairs head Mon Isberto, Foundation for Information Technology 
Education and Development chair Roberto R. Romulo and Education Secretary 
Florencio В. Abad. The congress was attended by some 800 public and private school 
teachers and administrators, as well as stakeholders from the private sector and the 
NGO community, The PLDT group of companies sponsored the event. 
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ATR KE goes regional, 
invests in HK-based 
private equity fund 


By Elizabeth L. Sanchez 


А GROUP led by investment firm 
ATR KE Capital Partners Inc. is in- 
vesting roughly $1.5 million in a 
Hong Kong-based private equity 
fund that will, in turn, invest in 
Asian companies. 

‘ATR KE Capital has signed yester- 
day an agreement with Rim Asia 
Capital Parmers G.P, a new fund that 
will have an initial capitalization of 
$23 milion. 

‘ATR KE Capital president Manuel 
“Tordesillas told the Inguma that the 
fund's capital might be increased to 
$100 million once it was offered to 
investors in the United States and 
Europe, aside from those in Asia. 

“The fund will be invested in Asian 
рге1РО (inital public offering) com- 
panies and even listed companies. It 
aims to tap the growth seen in coun- 
tries like China, Taiwan and Korea. 

ATR KE Capital is investing 
roughly $500,000 or nearly P25 mil- 
lion in the Hong Kong fund. 

Together with its private clients, 
АТА KE Capital will hold a 6-percent 
stake in Rim Asia. 


"The outlook on Asia is very good 
and by investing in the private equi- 
ty fund, we will be able to access in- 
vestment opportunities throughout 
the region in parmership with lead- 
ing players in key counties like Chi- 
na,Taiwan and Korea,” Tordesillas 
said. 

ATR КЕ Capital is a wholly-owned 
subsidiary of listed firm ATR Kim 
Eng Financial Corp. and is ranked 
among the top five investment hous- 
esin the country 

ATR KE Capital has holdings in 
brokerage firm ATR-Kim Eng Securi- 
ties, AsianLife & General Assurance 
Corp. AsianLife Financial Assurance 
Corp, Prebon Philippines and The 
Mutual Fund Management Compa- 
ny of the Philippines, which holds 
the P140-million Kabuhayan Fund. 

‘ATR KE Capital was recently 
awarded the best domestic invest- 


ment bank by The Asset financial 


magazine for 2004. It recently man- 
aged the P1.1 bilion initial public of- 
Tering of Intemational Exchange 
Bank (iBank) and the almost P750- 
million offering of Philippine Stock 
Exchange shares. 


AG&P pays initial P20M 
to separated workers 


AG&P is stirring again, landing 
projects abroad and earning 
enough to pay its separated work- 
ersan initial P20 million to settle 
a labor dispute that, combined 
with the Asian financial crisis, 
sent the company into a court-or- 
dered rehabilitation. 

"The rehabilitation plan provides 
for the payment of an additional 
P50 million next year for the separa- 
tion benefits of 1,064 workers in- 
volved. 

The countrys oldest engineering 
company resumed operations in its 
Batangas Heavy Fabrication Yard 
middle of last year with projects 
from local clients. Early this year, it 
sent 280 workers to Angola to un- 
депаке a hookup and commission- 
ng project on an offshore gas com- 
pression plant owned by Chevron 
“Texaco, 


Stocks dip 


‘The main index finished 4.29 
points or 0.24 percent lower at 
1,799.08 points. The stock mar- 
ket is up 25 percent so (ar this 
year. 

Value turnover dipped to P1.27 
billion from Monday's P1.3 bil 


АСАР still carries its corporate 
charisma among intemational 
clients and has the required compe- 
tence to сапу out technically diffi- 
cult projects. Our latest foreigi 
diens are very happy with our 
work and are in fact strongly en- 
dorsing us to new and bigger pro- 
jects," said company president An- 
gelito Bermudo, 

Bermudo said that settling the lae 
bor claims was critical to ensuring 
interrupted operations, The com- 
pany has rehired many of the sepa- 
rated workers who possess the re- 
quired qualifications. 

AGBP stared operations in 
1902. In 1996, a group led by DMCI 
acquired majority shares im the 
company. АСР was severely affect 
ей by the Asian financial crisis and 
had to suspend operations and seek 
court protection four years ago. 


From page BI 


lion, But in the broader market, 
gainers beat losers 47 to 39. 
2TradeAsia said mining stocks 
will continue to shine following 
the Supreme Court order last 
week opening the mining sector 
toforeign investments, Reuters 
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Oil prices bounce on Opec cut talk, Saudi attack 


LONDON—World oil prices 
bounced from a three-month low 
оп Monday as traders looked for 
Opecto take action to stem a slide 
"Which knocked 14 percent off 
rude prices last week. 

An attack by suspected Mus- 
lim militants on a US consulate 
in Saudi Arabia, Opec's leading 
producer, and the occupation 
in Nigeria by villagers of three 
oil-producing platforms in a 
row over jobs also supported 
prices. 

US light crude was.trading 65 
cents higher at $43.21 а barrel 
early Tuesday, climbing away 
from Friday's $42.05 trough. 

Prices fell $7 last week and are 
down from a late-October peak of 
$55.67 a barrel 

London Brent crude rose 52 
cents to $39.90 a barrel 


In Saudi Arabia Muslim- mili- 
tants stormed the US consulate 
in the western Red Sea city of 
Jeddah. 

It was the first major assault by 
suspected al-Qaida militants in 
the kingdom since the attack in 
May on westerners in the eastern 
oil city of Khobar. 

Last weeks price fall raised the 
alarm among some members of 
the Organization of the 
Petroleum Exporting Countries, 
which meets on Friday in Cairo. 

For the first time in six months, 
Opec is talking of the need to 
damp down on quota-busting 
production to curb its highest out- 
put in 25 years, and may consider. 
cutting formal supply limits. 

"There's been a change in 
sentiment on the possibility 
Opec could cut output, but of 


Asian shares decline 


SINGAPORE—Asian stocks closed 
mostly lower yesterday on nerves 
Over Japan economic data and 
Hong Kong IPOs due this week. 

‘Tokyo's benchmark Nikkei stock 
average fell 0.25 percent to 
10,954.01 by its mid-session close, 
Hong Kong's Hang Seng was up 
0.14 percent at 14,283.58 in early 
trade, while an MSCI index of 
Asian nondJapan shares was 0.46 
percent lower at 255.79. 

Tokyo traders said investors 
‘were on the sidelines ahead of re- 
vised gross domestic product 
(GDP) figures for the July. 
September quarter due оп 
‘Wednesday, and October machin- 
егу orders data due on Thursday 
to geta better idea of how Japan's 
economy is faring. 

“The Nikkei is basically stuck 
around 11,000 and we're all wait- 
ing for a signal for which way to 
go next" said Кой Muneoka, 
head of domestic sales trading at 
HSBC in Tokyo. 

In Hong Kong all eyes were on 
two large IPOs—Air China and the 
Hong Kong Housing Authorit/s 
Links property trust—due to raise 
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a combined $4.1 billion this week. 

Singapore's Straits Times 
rose half a percent, led by Semb- 
corp, which announced a spe- 
cial dividend. 

Taiwans benchmark index 
dropped a third of a percent ahead 
of legislative elections on Saturday. 

Australia's S&P ASX 200 fell 
0.31, dragged down by Amcor. 

South Korea's KOSPI fell 0.61 


tocks as measured by 
the MSCI World Index were down 
0.36 percent. 

US stocks offering no clear di 
rection to Asian markets, closing 
mixed, 

The Dow Jones industrial aver- 
age ended down 0.43 percent at 
10,547.06 as oil prices nudged 
higher. 

"The Nasdaq Composite Index 
finished up 015 percent at 


brokers Bache Financial. 
Kuwait, Iran and Libya said 

Opec should eliminate the extra. 

supplies now being pumped 


course if prices go up on that 
expectation it may make it 
more difficult for them to do 
so,” said Christopher Bellew of 


above official quotas, or go fur- 

ther and cut formal quota limits. 
Milder-than-normal — winter 

‘weather cut nearly 500,000 bar- 


rels a day off world demand in 
October and November, Goldman 
Sachs estimated in a report. 

Reuters 
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2,151.25 as Apple Computer Inc. 
rose 5 percent. 

Gold fell to $452.75 an ounce 
from $454 ovemight January 
NYMEX crude climbed 8 cents to 
$43.06. Ten-year JGB futures were 
fat, yielding 1.4 percent. Reuters 


‘© Vitamin С, Oral Rehydration 
Salts , Water Purifying Tablets, 
Paracetamol 


60005 may be delivered to: 

Camp Aguinaldo, Office of Civil 
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How do you deal with your best talent? 


DEAR WW: [just lost one of my For more, check out Leigh credit publicly for something 
best employees. And now afew Branham’s book, "Keeping the they've accomplished? 
Others are starting to make sim- People Who Keep You in Bus. WORKING Do you keep in touch even af- 
ilar noises. What can 1 do to ness" (Amacom, 2001). WOUNDED ter they ve left? More and more 
convince them to stay? Do you know who your top companies have learned that 
Sticky talent is? Duh. It's surprising its smart to keep in touch with 
how many companies dont Bob Rosner former employees. It's not just 
Anyone worried about keep- even know who their best men ont of generosity or kindness; 
ing their best people needs to and best women are. But don't as long as they haven't gone to 
know about Howard Brown. just look at the numbers; look Unfortunately, most bosses а direct competitor, they can 
He's not a retention guru, СЕО for the team players and the never take the time to learn often send а substantial 
or.consultant; in fact, you people who make everyone how they'd like to be chal- amount of business your way. 
could argue that he is the an- around them better. lenged. Sit down with each of - But not if you treat them like 
tithesis of retention. Itallstart- Ате they treated fairly? Re- your top talent and ask what traitors. 
ed on Howard's wedding day, cently, we did a poll at Working matters to them, before you _ If you want to avoid a nasty 
when a guest at his wedding Wounded/  ABCnews.com., can become stickier for your separation, put effort into 
brought too many friends. eight percent said that a bigger best talent, you've got find out keeping your vows to your cur- 
Howard shot him. Howard's paycheck was most important their priorities. rent top talent. 
honeymoon had to wait; he to them while 41 percent said ^ Do you increase their re- Неге are the results from а 
spent the night inthe slammer. that at the top of their list was sponsibility and visibility? Its recent workingwounded.com/- 
Many of us are more like being treated fairly. natural to want a bigger sand- ABCnews.com online ballot: 
Howard than we'd care to ad- — Otherpollsbackthisup;sim- box and more credit when How much ofa priority is keep- 
mit We march down the aisle ply treating people fairly will you're a top performer. And it's ing your top talent? 
and vow to make a commit- go a long way to keeping your easier to do than many of usre- — —Given the economy, it's not 
ment to our best talent—then people happy. Are they con- alize. Next time there is a se- at the top of my list, 15.6 per- 
же: them full of buckshot. stantly challenged? There isan nior staff meeting, can you cent 
Follow the tips below and it old quote, "You paid for my send one of your top talent t0 —There are plenty of hungry 
will increase the odds that hands, you could have had my sit in for you? Can you give people out there if they're un- 52.9 percent and speaker, is based in Seattle, 
you'll have а long-term rela- brain for free.” Most employees them more control over their happy, 31.3 percent (Mr. Rosner, an international- Washington, USA. E-mail him at 
tionship with your top people. like a job that challenges them. projects? Or can you give them | —Retentionisjobnumber1, ly syndicated columnist, author bob@workingwounded.com.) 


STI takes initiative 
in bringing Filipino health 
care workers to Japan 


By Candy G. Villanueva now the job market is global. It Мопісо Jacob and executive 
Contributor is the whole world,” says Tan- committee chairman Eusebio 
co. Tanco, the partnership was 
THOUSANDS of nurses and ^ sealed with the contract sign- 
caregivers were given a sliver of Growing need ing last Dec. 2 at the STI head- 
hope recently when the Philip. — Because of the population quarters in Makati. 
pine government announced decline, Medical Associa ^ Medical Associa is a human 
that it was finalizing the Free claims that they have a grow- resources solutions company 
‘Trade Agreement (FTA) that ing need for health care profes- that focuses on meeting the 
will open job opportunities for sionals. For next year alone, needs of both employers and 
Filipino health care profession- they will need over 5,000 nurs- employees in the health care 
als in Japan. Last week, the sliv- es and caregivers in Japan. STI industry. They service hun- 
er of hope was expanded to a and GROW hope to supply this dreds of hospitals, pharmacies, 
beam of shining light as the pri- need. Tanco adds that their clinics, nursing homes and 
vate sector initiated a concrete side would try to send as many long-term саге facilities in 
step towards the goal of devel- health care professionals as Japan. Since 1985, Medical As- 
oping а job market for Filipinos they can. He says that there socia has placed over 16,000 
in Japan. should not be a quantitative re- health care professionals in 
Recently, STI and its affiliate striction. “Weare talking tothe Japan. Next year, the company 
placement company, Global governmentthatweshould not hopes to increase this number 
Resource for Outsourced Work- puta cap or number on the pro- substantially with the influx of 
PEOPLE at Work columnists (standing from left to right) Teresa Reyes Tunay, Bishop Precioso ers (GROW, Inc.) entered intoa fessionals going to Japan." Filipino workers. According to 
Cantillas, Tita Datu Puangco, (seated from left to right) Josie Santamaria, Ernie Cecilia and editor partnership with Medical Asso- According to Yoshio Kato, Tanco, Medical Associa is par- 
Regina Galang Reyes. cia, one of the largest Japanese CEO and president of Medical tial to the Filipino health care 
medical employment agencies, Associa, STI was chosen as a workers. “We are the preferred 
B t Pr Á Wt k to welcome Filipino nurses and partner because of its large ones because we are caring and 
e part of People at Wor. Caregivers in Japan. гок of schools and is ca- frendit” 
"The government has pability to provide world-class Лы, 
WOULD you like to be part of a family that can help you in your career growth and development? Join | opened up the market in training to Filipino nurses and IT discipline 
the People at Work community where members support each other in the quest fora better career and | Japan. Members of the private caregivers. An Information, While waiting for the gov- 
ife. People at Work columnists, writers and editorial staff will also be part of this group to lend youa | sector should start the private Communication and Technolo- ernment to finalize the agree- 
helping hand, Working professionals, jobseekers, human resource executives and practitioners, man- | sector initiative to help make it gy (ICT) education services ment, STI and GROW ше 
agers, trainers, consultants and all others willing to share and help are welcome to join. Members will | a reality with what che govern- group, STI continues to expand preparing the Filipino health 
have access to updates and discounts on People at Work events, advice from People at Work colum- | ment has started,” urges Euse- Из program offerings beyond care professionals. They are 
nists and writers and other members, chat schedules with members and “eyeball” events. To join, | bio Tanco, executive commit. computer courses. The compa- currently training nurses and 
send your name, gender, civil status, age, contact number, e-mail address and company name and po- | tee chairman of STI. Tanco пу has branched out to engi caregivers to help them meet 
sition title (if applicable) to peopleatwork@inquirer.com.ph or fax to tel. no. (632) 938-2092 or text | hopes that the partnership will neering, education, business Japan's standards. The train- 
tp 02-937-0376. help bridge the gap between and health care. Presently, 20 ing includes intensive 
supply and demand. The out of its more than 100 Japanese language instruc- 
Philippines has been experi. schools are offering BS Nurs. tions. In addition, STI is also 


> encing an increase in рорша- ing. STI also holds a majority id 
eservin accoun an Чоп growth of almost three stake at the Delos Santos-ST! lum." We are prov 
percent every year. In contrast, Collegeof Health Professions. discipline for our health care 
Japan's population has been professionals because the 
declining. The STI education Japanese company whole world is electronically 


D d 
Services group saw this statis- — Braving the storm, Kato ar. Wired today,” claims Jacob. He 
earns or reco ni 10n teas an opportunity to provide rived from Japan last week to notes how Japan and other 
take a closer look into the back. Progressive countries operate 


UUSHATON Y DIONSO BUCCAT 


a job market abroad to thou- г 
оо ground of Filipino nurses and electronically in hospitals. He 
" With the advent of the FTA, caregivers in the Philippines AYS most countries no longer 
By Tita Datu Puangco unnoticed for a couple of thejobimarker isnot limited to and formalize the partnership Use charts, Health care profes 


years prior to my assumption À i "t precider sionals use PDAs and most hos- 
TM CURRENTLY with a gov- g SE aties. Юу байыр ai E OO эю R th STI. With STI president раје are wired. “You can't 
ernment regulatory agency 2-— — solid and not simply based on avoid the fact that we are in ап 
On our agency anniversary, a hastily, ready-made conclu- т s IT century, ST! is in a better po- 
model employees among the ANXIOUS PERSON sion. There was no way out : sition to provide health care 
rank-and-file, supervisors, DUR. for the perpetrator. In fact, he Я workers with IT proficiency so 
and managers will be given ci- admitted to being culpable s$ G they are better equipped to 
tations, years minimum tenure ex- with just one stroke. E meet the requirements of 
The criteria in the search cludes many outstanding aspi- оез it not behoove the x health care in Japan and 
for ‘this years cream of the rants. Exclusion of anewcom- agency to recognize such а around the world." 
crop, however, appears to be er whose achievement sur- good deed that allows recoup- ? л Upon the signing of the РТА, 
out of turn because of one re- passes those of an old-timer ing losses and preventing re- E the country is also expecting 
quirement to qualify for due to such prerequisite is currence of seemingly inter- Ё Japan to open the market for 
nomination, The person simply unfair. I think this situ- minable cheating and steal- Г. Filipino IT workers, engineers 
should have worked at least ation diminishes the signifi- ing? Furthermore, the ac- E and architects, STI is preparing 
three years with the agency. cance of accomplishment and, countant did not succumb to s for this market. "Our mission. 
It is astonishing how or why consequently, the workplace the temptation of a pay-off in as an education institution 
length of employment has be- does not become conducive to terms of a percentage cut in Я goes beyond the realm of pro- 
come relevant in the selec- the expression of one's best the loot taken in the past and E viding quality education. We 
tion process, I think measur- abilities. share in the amount to be Ё - E go every step of the way to en- 
ing the worth of an employ- Sometime this year, my ef- carved out on future collec- 4 sure our students become valu- 
ee's contribution is better di- forts as field office accoun- tion proceeds. The accoun- able and productive members 
rected towards such goalsas tant succeeded in outsmart- tant chose to do the right of society,” says Jacob, "This is 
savings, efficiency and effec- ing the cunning of a collecting thing; he junked the opportu- our way of helping our people 
tiveness enhancements, cost officer who has been skim- nity to make easy money de- FROM left to right: Monico Jacob, president of STI, Eusebio Tanco and our country. The parner- 
control, and other beneficial ming the agency's revenues. spite knowing that such ar- executive committee chairman of STI, Yoshio Kato president of ship with Medical Associa is 
endeavors. Without going into details, Medical Associa and Такса Kato public affairs of Medical Associa, another major step towards 
The imposition of three such depredation had gone DESERVING/ BI3 conorcvunwencontauron this end.” 
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Life lessons from Papa 


IVE WRITTEN a lot about my mom in this 
column, but I've never written anything 
about my father. I guess that’s being unfair, 
because my father's influenced my work and. 
my being а parent as much as my mom has. 
Its just that his impact on me is less obtru- 
sive—like he is. While my mom does things 
with flash and flair, my father moves silently, 
unobtrusively. Parenting experts will cor- 
rectly surmise that Papa's un-demonstra- 
tiveness has been a source of angst for me, 
but when 1 think about it, 1 realize its pre- 
cisely his tacitum manner thats given me 
the strength and confidence to deal with 
some great milestones in my life. 

‘These are some of the things he's managed 
to teach me, in not so many words. 

Опе: Take charge of yourself 

Tam 16 years old. I'm in UP Los Baños, а 
strange land with strange customs, strange 
food, strangers. 1 am to live in the Vet Med 
Dorm. Mom's in the US, How will] survive? 

My Papa knows. He's an expert dormer. 
He likes telling us about his adventures in 
Narra and Molave, two dormitories in UP 
Diliman, He also told me about his fraterni 
ty Sigma Rho. Its like he had been prepar- 
ing me all throughout my young life for this 
transition from girl to young lady: the big, 
wild, wonderful world of college. 

Right now, however, I don't feel like a la- 
ду. We stand in line together at registration. 
Oddiy, I don't feel embarrassed. Pm with my 
Papa, so what? He explains "reg" tome, but T 
understand nothing amidst the din. Then, 
we hear something that will later always 
elicit laughter round the dinner table. The 
Reg Assistant is calling out the names of the 
students—last name first, followed by the 
first name—whose form 5s are ready: 

“Bayani!” he says. Then titters. “Great!” 

Weerackup. 

Back in the dorm, Papa even helps me 
make my bed. He is the one who slips on 
the covers, tugs at the sheets, pulls on the 
pillowcases. I watch in fascination. 

‘When its time for him to leave, I feel like 
crying, and maybe he does, too. But—after 
years of being trained to act cool in any cir- 
‘cumstance (the only time we ever cried to- 
gether was when his dad, Lolo Tomas, died a 
couple of years before)—we don't. So I hug 
"him, kiss him, say thank you. He asks one last 
time before he goes: will you be all right? 1 
say yes. 1 have a knot of fear clogging up the 
base of my throat, but I don't let it escape. Pa- 
pa tums and walks down the corridor. 

Sometimes, I wish I had that old help- 
lessness, so that I could experience again 
his taking care of me. But I realize that was 
precisely what my Papa was teaching me, 
then: take charge of yourself. In the end, no 
опе will take care of you but yourself. Its 
what I'm starting to teach my daughter, in 
increments that fit her age. 

‘Two: never believe anyone who says 
you're going to fail 

Tm 20, doing my film thesis, and apply- 
ing to jobs left and right. One production 
house that's interested has hired me to 
work as scriptwriter/production assistant 
for an event. Unfortunately, though, film- 
ing has left my schedules all screwed up. I 
resign via a letter, and forget about it. Lam 
surprised, therefore, when a friend tells me 
that she overheard my ex-future-ex boss 
‘comment that with my attitude, fd “never 
make itin the industry" 

1 relate everything to Papa, scared that 
maybe indeed, this lady had the power to 
smother my future in media. He huffs. “Sula- 
tan moulit,” he says. “Tell them, up yours!” 

1 don't, of course. But I almost do, five 
years later, when I'm a desk editor of The 
Business Daily and that same lady tracks 
me down and calls me to help with an 
event. "Oh, Tm sorry, busy ako е,” I answer. 
Twonder where she is now. 

Its the same sort of encouragement 1 
give my daughter—and my team at the 
magazine: Just go forward, Don't listen to 
those who say you can't do it. 

‘Three: Always decide оп things with а 
clear head 

Tes a lesson I hear time and again, in dif- 
ferent versions, over the next several years, 
especially during my darkest moments. 
First, when I find out 1 am pregnant with 
my daughter 1 had already told my mom, 
but Papa has yet to know. He's in the sun- 
room, reading the papers, and I run to him, 
bury my face in his chest. "What am I going 
to do?" 1 wail, “What do you mean what are 
you going to do?” he says, patting my 
shoulder. "You're going to have a baby Take. 
care of her" 

‘And, again, when my marriage is on the 
rocks. In my fits of rage against my hus- 
band, I try to force Papa to pull strings (he's 
a lawyer) and have my marriage certificate 
pulled out, expedite my annulment—any- 
thing to get me out of the mess Pm in. "Pa- 
pal Do it!” 1 scream, Again, his infuriating 
calm; "You must be crazy. You got into that, 
you fixit. Matanda ka na." 

Yes, 1 am. And Mardy and 1 are friends. 
now-—still separated, but not enemies, 


Happy birthday, Pa. 

"Today, Papa turns 60. He is still the peren- 
nial fratman; a guy from the old school. He 
gets his hair eut by the same guy for the past 
20 years, insists that his pants are ironed 
with pleats, and unlike men his age, still 
looks pretty much like he did when he was 
im college—slim, poker-faced, mabango. 
When he enters а party, he makes himself 
comfortable with a Scorch and cigarette, sits 
‘quietly, and waits for the people to come to 
him. And believe me; they do. 

‘Admivedly—and like how many kids 
feel about their parents—t sometimes wish 


WORKING 
Mom 


Gina Abuyuan-: 
Llanes. 


things could be less detached between us. 

ing cool ng dad mol" my cousins and 
friends tell me when they get to talk to him. 
Yeah, I reply dryly, sometimes too cool for 
his own good. But I say it much in the man- 
ner people seem to dismiss a compliment 
but actually encourage it. They take the 


"bait: “Woool Pareho naman kayo el" "Hindi 


ha," I insist, twirling the ice in my Scotch 
glass, trying to copy Peter Ustinov when 
guesting with Merv Griffin. 

Ог maybe, Tm just copying Papa. 

(Gina Abuyuan-Llanes is editor in chief of 
Working Mom magazine. Feedback is wel- 
come at gina llanesQabs.pinoycentraLco.) 


for your family. 


Deserving accountant yearns ... 


From page BI2 


rangements would leave no trail 
of evidence of wrongdoing on his 
part. 

Would it be presumptuous to 
raise my objection on the inclusion 
of length of employment in deter- 
mining whom to proclaim model 
employees? Is there a conflict of in- 
terest for me to raise the issue? 
Thank you. 

Deserving Achiever 


For a start, let me congratulate 
you for your diligence in your 
work as an accountant. As a Fil- 
ipino and taxpayer, 1 rejoice that 
you are able to go against the cur- 
rentand stop one person from con- 
tinuing to steal from the agency 
coffers. In my view, doing good is 
its own reward. I hope the fact that 
your deed was not recognized by 
your agency does not discourage 


Your Bank of Choice 


Contact our Call Center at 84-911 (Metro Manila) 
PLDT 1-800-188-84-911 and Digitel 1-800-333-84-911 (Provincial) 
visit www.equitablepcib.com 


you from continuing to do good. 
We know that “the softest pillow is 
a clean conscience” and the best 
rewards are not mere earthly re- 
wards. 

On the recognition criterion of a 
"three-year tenure,” trust manage- 
ment as they exercise their man- 
agement prerogative on awards. 
Опе reason I can think of is to en- 
sure that awardees show steady 
excellent performance. Some em- 
ployees may show outstanding 
performance on their first year 
and slacken off on the second 
year. 

There is no rule prohibiting 
your giving suggestion to manage- 
ment or the committee responsi- 
ble for the awards that they re- 
think the criteria for the awards. 
But the change has to be in the 
light of the common good rather 
than self-interest. 

‘You mentioned your achievement. 


At Equitable PCI Bank, we bring your loved ones working abroad 
closer to home. Because we give them the means to continue providing 


With Equitable PCI Bank Express Padala, your loved ones can express 
their love and care for you through Express Padala and Express Regalo 
Remittance products. it almost feels like they never went abroad. 


Equitable PCI Bank Express Padala. Just one of the many reasons that 
make banking with us a most pleasant experience every time. Because 
all we do is all for you to be your Bank of Choice. 


opositor P260,000. 


Frankly, 1 think the positive inci- 
dent is part of your role and re- 
sponsibility as a field accountant 
and your deed meets performance 
standards. I don’t mean to minic: 
mize it, but you may have to create: 
first a track record of performance, 3, 
So my suggestion for you is to be^ 
patient. Do not work simply to be 
recognized. Work because it is the 
best service you can give to people 
in your office and to your family. 
Work because you are able to ful- 
fill yourself using your God given. 
talents. Work because it con- 
tributes to your well-being and 
quality of life. 

Meantime, continue to rejoice. 
In God's time you will get the’ 
recognition you deserve. 

(Ms Puangco is CEO and chair of- 
Ancilla Enterprise Development: 
Consulting. Send feedback through’ 
e-mail to adviceQancillaedc.co- 
m.ph or fax to 892-2902.) 
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ИТ 318] 24200020 prm а 3 2 
SVs | «20800 з15] 24800000 E == ЭУу:0395 | 467555) ECT 
энуу-000 | 461506 315] 200000 EEEE 20720000 
SAVVIS | 461572 | 25820000 ҮСЕ ГОТ 207.09 00 
Smwvoosi | атп? 215] 24300000 
замо | «xen | 25850000 savv-osen | «sure 20700000 
злу | asert 315] 248000.0 = 
улова [451573 22850000 Savon | saana 20700000 
вауу [ао 315] 25200000 
SRV | 41725 253,500.00 звууотзо | se277 207010 
Зуко mm Sue] оркен Smworeo | — 451675 25850000 SAvv.o331 | 450078. 207.00000 
DEO Ez ups savoie | se | 2580000 Savon | umma 20720000 
ро ми A фк) злу | a1500 258 50000 Smvosa | 440426 2010000 
то ER HAS SAVVIS] 400057 18740000 умови | 407402 21000000 
ادم‎ ER seem ЕО | — 48888 158.0000 570835 | 4851680 20700000 
Svo | abus 315] 2030000 EE d EU NNI 20000000 
smwvooo | авла 315] 24300000 а зто Eur mm 20100000 
ee EN moma SAW IST 14870000 зпууоав | амаз 20700000 
3нуу-о0вг_[ 450000 249| 19200000 $ ESTE] 20700000 
EAEI 14570000 ETE 
voro —| 46150 240| 15220000 4570000 Sms | ient тоо 
pened | 450101 240] 19000000 a anaes уз | a0 20700000 
Smwvooss | 461680 200] 16220000 ZEE арены Savva |157 12200000 
зпууоюве | ош? 240] 18002000 LIII mo Seas | Ars 12200000 
Бяуу-0087 | «81590 240] 1530004 Ioco pea SANASA [415777 122,000.00 
эйуу-ова | 450108 240] 18220000 ЛЕНИЕ a [enwa j asra 12200000 
SAW] ав 240] 15280000 ا ال‎ a 
Энуу-оото | 451700 2t0 | 1520000 oS! 
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INVITATION TO BID E 


257702 

The GSIS, thru ts Acquired Assots Evaluation Comiltae (AAEC), shall conducta. 460105 | 

publ bidding or the "BLOCK SALE" (por subdivision basis) ol ha ойо нл дыл 751703 | 

housing unt and lols on Dacembor 20, 2004 at 200m HADD Lobby GSIS Buking, 50105 | 

Financial Contar, Roxas Boulevard, Pasay City. 480107 | — 
D 

CODE No. ‘SUBDIVISION MINIMUM BID 450108 

|- он51001-0013 13 housing unis and lots P 5,615,560 D 

Area B Quoon's Row Sub. 280109 

Molino, Bacoor, Cavie 448125 

sawv 001-347 347 housing units and lois 74,893,000 Ea EG 

Ума Vila Subdivision pi INE CJ 

Bo-Tange, Mexico, Pampanga P| миз! 

39-0585 | 461585 

‘SAVV-0086 | 450110. 


в| 


2 


Interested buyer aro required to securo copies ol aJINSTRUCTION TO BIDDERS 
and b) BID FORMS from the Disposition ol Assets Department . SI Core С, GSIS | | Sr EE | aor 
Buiding. Financial Contr, Pasay Cy. —————— 
‘Sealed proposals in рев, wi be received at ha 3" level HADD Lounge, 95 | Г ETE |_1 
‘Bling Financial Conter, Pasay Су, staring at 200 AM BUT NOT LATER THAN | | ЗАО seres 
1:30PM on December 20,2004. 

Each bid proposal shall be accompanied by а DEPOSIT IN CASH or CERTIFIED | | SAWv-tos1 | sons 
CASHIERSMANAGER'S CHECK lesued In Мено Manila. payable tothe GSIS | [5970002 | 446085 
the amount equivalent to at least Ten (10%) Percent of the toa bid price. ‘SAW 000 | 450118 
Propriles wll be sold on "AS IS, WHERE IS BASIS” and the buyer shal take | | SAVV-0004 | 4017 
Possession ol tho property without seeking assistance Irom the GSIS. 594-0085 | 4508 
imo wining bidder who submitted the best oller tals to consummato the purchase | | SAVV-0006 | 451704 
ol he property within the period prescribed by tha GSIS, tisher proposal deposit | [~SAvV-0087 | 450118 | 
wi bo FORFEITED and laure of bidding shal be declared. ‘SAW 006 | 461705 
“Tho GSIS reserves the right to reject any огай оеп, to waive any informality found | [587008 | 451706. 
therein or lo accept any proposal which In е judgement is advantageous lo те | | ~SAvv-o100 | 451708, 


ess. "ву: | 451709 
ALL AWARDS BY THE GSIS AAEC ARE SUBJECT TO THE FINAŁ APPROVAL | | вяуузло2 | 461583 
OF THE PRESIDENT AND GENERAL &/or BOARD OF TRUSTEES. жыена жан 


5ну\-о1д4 [461557 
нчу-0о5 | 450120 
‘SAWY-0105 [450127 
SAW V-0107 | 461500 
SRV | 451710 
`5нму-010д0 [448127 
‘Queen's Row, Phase B Sawano | 467600 | 


SAW ort | 468150. 
‘Molino, Bacoor, Cavite Seven | enun 
Тасы Bmwvons| 448128 
cone No "AREA (sam) | Price (РЕР) SVN | 445129 
тетно. Lot [тре savons | 450123 
ОН8ь00о1 | 850691 127.5 | 35.21 467.8000 'SEW-ort 250124 | 
Onstong | 85082 275 | as2| 467,880.00 `5нуу-0ї17 | 451608 
Omsos | 850894 128 | 352| 405,960.00 Sewons| 461609 
Oso | 850805 173 | a52| 575,400.00 Savano | 451510 
Omsoos | вавозо 100 | 352} з06.16000 SEWER | 4er 
OnsLocos | 850003 ma | 352| 43258000 Swan | aston 
085-0007 | вѕ0о0а та | 352| 43256000 mee 
Omstoooe | 850007 163 | 352] 40396000 

Onstooe | воров 100 | 352] 98,160.00 
Onstoo | s5003 100 | as2| 38800000 
anson | 850014 100 | as2| 396,160.00 


РЕ ЕЕЕ ЕЕЕЕЕ ЕЕ Е E 


(Sot) ARNALDO C. CUASAY 
Senior Vica President 
Housing and Real Property Development Group 
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'SAW-0346 | 415770. 12200000. 
= энуулм? | 407621 
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PROFESSIONAL 
‘SERVICES 


PROFESSIONAL 


SERVICES FOR SALE 


REAL ESTATE 


REAL ESTATE 
FOR SALE 


CONSULTING SERVICES CONSULTING SERVICES. 


MIGRATION TO AUSTRALIA 


ELPIDIO JNR. BAUTISTA 
Registered Migration Agent 
MARN 000 2606 
Free Consultation 
Working Skilled Farnily visa 
email:elpidio| @tpg.com.au. 
‘Australia Tel/Fax: (612) 97235537 
Phil.-Tel/Fax: (632) 951 0180 


пота Ave. 
‘dose SM 
шген end 


FOR AS LOW AS 


I beticwable Quality and cA fardability.. 


? 


YOUR DREAM CONDO, "> 


P5,303 [Monte tra 


CHOOSE FROM НО DOWNPAYMENT: 
OR LOW AMMORTIZATION PLAN! 


PHYSIGUUUSURGEON 


RAPID Tx VD-STD. 
Ex. SWEAT PIMPLES KELOD 
ALLERGY WARTS SKIN PEEL 
лв Annapolis Greens E 
саїїїїїзї-25%ететрт Р 


VOSTO Skin бї Pagid Win at тыныт 
у отр um Та 


The Elysium 


TOWNHOMES 


PHASE 3 


ОМА ЕЁ 


T. 
= = 
DEADLINE! 
DT for reservations / cancellations / corrections 
AIR SE ERMA, МАНДА, 


The Widest Reaching Classifieds 


RATES 
P75 per lipe 
СТ 


P245 per column centimeter 


Mondays to Saturdays 
12:00 noon 
Day before publication 


Sundays 

12:00 nogn 
өстү Thursday 
ml 


ШЕ 
DE 
INVITATION TO FOR ELIGIBILITY AND 


Contracting of a Manufacturer / Supplier to Supply 60 units Multi-Purpose Boats : 
under the Project "Support Programme for the Management and Conservation of. 
Fisherles and Aquatic Resources (Project ID 00014503)" 

The Development Support Serves Canter (0530) of te Uniled Nations Development Programme (UNDP) 
wouid Же t inv local end Intemational shipbuilder o apply for li and lo bid for the procurement of 


sity (80) units mulf purpose boats for he “Support Programme for the Management and Conservation of 
Fisheries and Aquatic Resources (Project ID 00014503)" А 


“The project aims lo provide immediate and continuing assistance tothe Philppine Government on sustainable 
coastal and marine resources management, particularly to achieve a more ellectve system of environmental 
govemance, through strengthened mull-sector stakeholder participation, and delivery of environmental services, 
Including monitoring and enforcement of existing laws on coastal resources, 


Опе of the project requirements Is the acquisition of sixty (60) units fiberglass motorized multi-purpose boats 
‘equipped with diesel engins, minor navigational and llesaving accessories for mull-use in the enforcement of 
existing fishery laws and provision of ivaihood demonsirallon projects, along the coastal waters. The boals 
wil be awarded to recognized / organized / qualified Fisheries Resources Management Councils (FARMCS) 

‘reputable fshermen's associations and oiher concemed agencies. 


The principal particulars of the mult-purpose boats, are as fotows 

Length Overall (LOA) 281.1001. 

Length at Deckine not less than 280. 
nol less than 85. 
276%. 
181. 
Brand new inboard diesel engine, oot less han 18 HP 
not less than 7.5 knots at light condition, сат 


Матоо 2178 P. Tamo Maia 


GARMA CLINIC 
VD SPECIALIST 


emus menres, доз 
ADULT CIRCUMCISION 
SKIN DISEASES 
COMPLETE LABORATORY 
No.8 Purdue St, Cubao, 
Q-C, back of 
Stella Maris College 
‘OPENS AM to 6 PM 
MON. to SAT. 
Tel. 439270619139474 


CONSTRUCTION! 
DESIGN 


XLOT OWNERSX 


Мо Donpyent Hse Con. 
Min. РЕК, M: Mana Ares 
Cal ыза | бут 


Body Massage, Fach, Fool 
pup © опери 


02-3233269 Best Boys 


жкин тим MASGE - BAGUO. 
(CEBU DAVAO МАНА УЗ 


ASK JOHN MALE MASSEURS 
(09218361794 
НЗОМЕ ATHLETES 0327309 
MALE MASSUER 8595089 DAN 
MASSAGE визыв WARREN 


++ Mr BODY PHYSIQUE ж 
"ПА Kamlas ОС 4350978 


СРЕ 


THAI Mage Ше 05217560278 
REFLEXOLOGY 


BODYLAX 
зї Roosevelt Avo 4144488 


‘*FEELS GOOD 4127750 
pa Ciian мм 8190181. 


ard Massage 4213197 


HOUSEHOLD 1005 
A'A MAIDS & YAYA 4306920 
ANGELMAIDS 4219253 
mS 
Doe sd Yaya Cook 5704 
irae ad Yaya Boy да 
Good Hold aye Boy 7802187 
Gond Mts Yara Boy 7572009 
нер Amey SIS ЕА 
маю w NBI Rot 4282400, 
NEED MADS OMESEATIT 


PACIFIC: MAIDS, ETC 
SINCE 1940 T:7312672. 


BEST MAIDS 8250754 
ПРАТ BAHAY 
4731-8832 LIPAT 

LL BAHAY зит 4540520 


CHEAP LBAHAY Өй, 


PI2OU/TRIP 742-14-57 


je 


156-200 SQ. H FLOOR AREA 
v. 


Cruising speed 
"Тов maximum number of crew and passengers 


weather, 4-6 engineers 
about 5 knots 
15 passengers and 2 crew members 


SAMPALOC А 6890877 
MANDALUYONG 


‘deat 4 Вов Spacious 
New Hae РА4Ёйт Pone 
Wack Wack Gol Vw TAHETA 


Sacrilico Sole - FATIMA 


Se a 
5222118 0917-8255123 


OWNERSHIP OPEN 
TO FOREIGNERS 


- л, ич 23 А 
READY FOR OCCUPANCY BY THE END OF THE YEAR M 
3 COLOR SCHEMES TO CHOOSE FRON ЁУ = 


West End Aguirre Ave., Bgy. ВЕ Homes, Рагайачие City 


Tel. Nos.: 825-4626, 820-8553, 0917-8471955 


ион CITY 


кала VI. SBR (T8 2CARG 
SHOES Ээ? 0220547 


Wast Tange 21in ЕИ 
BULACAN 


GROTTO AREA 2257 8900299 


Email: phi-jpn@osdi-elyslum.com 
‘www.csdi-elysium.com 


Naar Grotto sso SS 
CAVITE 


‘QUEENS RON AREAS BACOOR 
EDUARDO MANUEL ШМ 


эман RFO soor БШ? 


RESIDENTIAL UNITS FOR SALE 
OR LEASE TO OWN 
1,2,3 BEDROOM AND PENTHOUSE AVAILABLE 
IN-HOUSE OR BANK FINANCING UP TO 10 YRS. 
AGENTS/BROKERS ARE WELCOME 
CALL: 
910-0372 / 687-2363 / 631-3929 


#15 J. ESCRIVA DRIVE, ORTIGAS, PASIG С 


Bidding Documents (Requirements ior Elit Instructions lo Bidders, Terms of Reference and Standard 
Conditions of Contract) may ba secured personal, upon payment of a non-refundable amount ol Philippine 
Pesos Three Thousand (PhP 3,000.00), from the folowing address: : 


Development Support Services Center. 
United Nations Development Programme 
30" Floor Yuchengco Tower, RCBC Plaza 
8819 Ayala Avenue, Makati City 
Tel. No. (832) 901 0273 /901 0272 
Fax No. (632) 901 0200 


Intemational suppliers are encouraged fo appoint and authorize Phllppine-based counterparts to secure the 
[| bidding documents and submit proposals for and in thelr behall. 1 


[| The abovementioned Bidding Documents wil be released to al Interested parties strictly кот December 8 to В 
December 21,2004 only. The Bing Documents shall contain ай instruclons on he rules, procedures, bid 
opening dates, and other schedules and requremens 


UNDP reserves the right to reject any ог all bids, waive any delet or informality therein, accept the bid and 
award the contract lo the most advantageous ofer to the UNDP based on UNDP сека. UNDP assumes no. 
‘obligation or responsibilty whatsoever 1o compensate or indemniy the bidder for any expense or loss hal may 
be ncured for the preparation of bids, nor does it guarantee that an award wil be made for this Contract. 


(Sod) ETHELIND В. CAPUNG" 
Manager, DSSC 
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Pewdooking Car 732081 
‘wong Car 7221021 
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ANAME YOU CAN TRUST 
MANILA WATCH EXCHANGE 
‘BUY SELL = PAWN 


ROLEX+OTHERS 
а her Sis Watches - 
DIAMONDS / JEWELRY 
Н-Аржави ая Cash 
opaco Any Watch 
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FORT BOMFACIO CONDOS 
aate Easy Torms 4224806. 
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Ibr PGM up 108p 472490 
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P4,100/mo* 


*Pay BG Housing Loan 


10820 910 0600 
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Restaurant Сайа} soie Shar 
marma Lesonon manok об 
warmer ow pressure ger 
тез table hood le crusher 
Bonesaw ui dor 
griddle Tol 9981170 
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REVO wldriver 9272821 


TEACHERS VILL QC 
‘Brenana tego St 
"SOY 7091085358988 


VILLA 


FELICIDAD 
117 14th Ave Cubao 


Areneta Ctr 0С 
ALL CONCRETE 48A 
эла CAR GARAGE wi 
ROOF DECK BALCONY 
UNDERGROUND ELECTRIC 
WATER, CABLE & TEL LNES 
‘ONLY FEW UNITS LEFT 


P3.3M ONLY 


Bonk & Ine Financing 
Tal, 428-0531; 490-8021 
утат: 420-8208 
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еее m 
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INVESTMENT PROP - Ne UST 
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Ben ї Own Ne SM Contr 
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Quezon CITY 


LOYOLA GRAND VILLAS 
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FOR RENT 


Mer ea Maa boa 
совета Венада тї OF 
Tee Space. 80 Sam. Poot 
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FOR SALE 


15% CARLOAN 7650361, 


RUSH SALE BNEW GE 
CIRCUIT BREAKER 
1.200AMPH 642-5188 


gen А 
БН 120958239 


оов TRANER 0919-4808449 
Dog Tener 00192050952 


“LAs PUPS terrens 
RUSH SALEI OWNER LEAVING 


ROTTWEILER PUP WPAPERS 
те, юв 0819-2856301 


BUYING ROLEX 


NOTCE tory oven at һе 
тав о те lale GLORIA H. 
VALAREAL wo бей on Hor 
23 203 at Ouezon Ciy as 
"ien extaudoaly senes be- 
ten her ho on Nor 10. 2004 
ter Dac Мо SS00. Paga No: 
B. Beo о 478, sares for 2004 
бү Notary Puis ior бывш Giy. 
Aedes s 

Рони 24, резать Y 
ао) j 


Book No. 1; Serios ol 2004 
betoro notary раме Aly. 
Gregorio Salazar о! Quezon 
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чат Condo Рази dr 
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Eastwood Olympie Мал 

@т 2ft Эше ЗЫ. 
ТРУПА ш (Пн 
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Ре Ermita 
тоја BNEW 2ваатв у? 


«с Condon BM слу РИЧИ, 


О Lol Edes 


"at co Bel тупа 128819 


Tejew or melt ют 2 
087-2097547 
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— PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER — 


. .. OBITUARIES... —- 


Boe بج‎ 
8 PILAR С. SANCHEZ % 


(former employee, PHILAMLIFE INS. CO.) 


WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 8, 2004 


"And the time has come for my departure, I have finished the good fight, 
I have finished the race, I have kept the faith.” 


2 Timothy 4:6-7 
died inthe Grace of our Lard оп December 6, 2004 at the age of 82 
а the Sherman Onk Hosa. ГА. California 


ELMER LOPEZ BUNTAG | E 


Brother 
Sisterstn-Law 
Peacefuily joined our Lord on December 06, 2004 at the age of 65. Amor 
ы аку la 
Eddie S 
Nephews, Nicees, Grandnephews, Grandnioces and other relatives 
request prayers for her eternal repose. 
Interment will be held on Thursday, December 9, 2004 at the San. 
Femando Mission Catholic Cemetery, Los Angels, Califor 


Brothertn-Law 


His loving wife GRACE; children MICHAEL, MARGARETH, MAUREEN & MARK; son-in-law REY; 
granddaughter MIRA; sisters SIS MARY ESTHER, PM, SIS MINVILUZ, BYMC, and BEBING, parents-in-law 
DOMINADOR and TECLA ALMAZAN give thanks to the Lord for the blessing of his life. 


His body lies in state at the church of Jesus the Divine Heater Parish, Tahanan Village, Parafiaque City. 


The funeral mass will be on Friday, December 10, 2004 at 9:30 a.m. and interment will follow immediately at Ке 
the Manila Memorial Park, Sucat Road, Parafiaque City. £ 
a picture can бе 


y a fitting tribute to 


your departed loved one. 


* 


li MARCELING KAGAGAN ALLAS 


Born February 11, 1925 


Died peacefully on November 20, 2004 
in Lubbock, Texas 


Heis survived by his wife, Lilia; children, Ester 
Goji) and Erlito Fider, Malou and Cezar Baula, Joel 
and Nenette, Grace and Andy Alcid, and Jess; and 
grandchildren, Karla, Ysabel, Bea, Guia, Kathryn, 
Chloe and Lenny. 


^ ^— He was buried in Lubbock on November 26, 

| 2003. A memorial service will be held at Santuario. 
de San Antonio, Forbes Park, Makati on Saturday, 
December 11,2004 at 10 o' clock in the morning, 


“There is an appointed tine for everything. 
and a time for every affair under the heaven...” Ecclesiastes 3:11 


Our Dear Mamang 


An obituary with | 


| Always caring. 
INQUIRER OBITUARIES 


ANNIE BRINGAS PIZARRO 


of Bangued, Abra and Quezon City 
Born: September 17, 1923 
Has joined her husband Amante Sr. former Meralco Chief Accountant 
and peacefully rests in the infinite warmth & embrace of our Lord 
оп December 6, 2004 ar the age of 81 
Her loving children Amante Jr. (CPA) & Adette. Judge Normandie & Baby. 
Drs. Annette & Emil, Raul & Vicky, Ceasar, Ray & Cristie; «ster Cristeta: 
grandchildren and other relatives request your prayers for the eternal repose of her sonl. 


OBITUARY 
REQUIREMENTS: 


© Copy of Death Certificate; 
© Any identification 
document (1.D.) 


(QC TRISTAN DE GUZMAN 
T DE LA ROSA 2° 


Passed атчу т the race og our Lant 
он December 6, 2004 at the age of 78. 


WE ACCEPT 
CREDIT CARDS сиу. 
|. and bank-to-bank payments 


Her body ies in state at the Holy Trinity Chapel, Loyola Memorial Park, 


Interment will be on Friday, December 10, 2004. at the Loyola Memorial Park, 


His bereaved wife Beatriz Bello; children and children-in-law 
Marikina City after the 9:00 a.m. Mass. 


& Marilyn de la Rosa, Jose & Cynthia de la Rosa, Madeleine & Juan 
Carlos Miguel, Glenda & Thomas Cleve; grandchildren Ana-isabel & 
Raymond Joseph Whittingham, Marco-Gilberto Pedro-de la Rosa, 
Esther Floren de la Rosa, and Cindy Jo de Ia Rosa; and other relatives 
and friends request the readers to join them in praying 
forthe eternal repose of his soul. 

His body lies in state at Chapel 3, 

Loyola Memorial Park, Marikina City. 


Interment will be on Saturday, December 11, 2004, 
at Loyola Memorial Park, Marikina City, 
‘immediately after the 9:00 a.m. Mass. 


For your Classified Ads 
“requirements, call our Classifieds 
E ‘Advertising HOTLINES: 


HEAD OFFICE ex 
897-8808 loc. 514,516 5 
899-4425, 897-2535, 897-8425 (Telefax) 


CUBAO 
912-9008 to 11 (Aurora) 
MAKATI 
892-5578, 811-4361, 811-4370 


KALAW Interment: Shepherds’ Meadow, Malaybalay City 
522-4406, 527-3342 immediately after the Funeral Mass. 


MEGAMALL è$ PLEASE PRAY FOR THE REPOSE OF HIS SOUL. 
635-0219, 635-4 Em UE зае 


eua 


FR. EDWARD 


Was called home то the Lord on Tuesday, 7 December 2004. 


Wake: Chapel of St. Ignatius, Jesuit Retreat House. 
Impalambong, Malaybalay City 
Daily Mass at 8:00 p.m. 


Funeral Mass: at 8:00 a.m. on Saturday. 11 December 2004 
in San Isidro Labrador Cathedral. Malaybalay City 


Whoever finds his life will 
lose it, and whoever loses his 
life ior my sake will find it. 


Matthew 10:39 
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MUNICIPALITY OF DATU ODIN SINSUAT 


INVITATION FOR PREQUALIFICATION AND TO BID 


NATIONAL FOOD AUTHORITY 
Contrai Pagonat Olice Luzon Осо 
Casanatuan Сау 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY 


AND TO BID FOR INTEGRATED CARGO HANDLING SERVICES 
FOR NFA REGION Ш 
“The National Food Authority. NFA Cantal Luzon Regional Otic, Cabanatuan 


GIA 


+ TheManicieliy of Datu Odin Sinsust, Maguindanao Pippin earecoada on on 


слу туйе interested торттой Cargo Handing Services Contractors to apply tor 
адом and Io bud orta proveion o москав Cargo Handing Sarvas nthe 
"ásnarigng of 102.250 MT of NFA imported grains and USPL 480 ol 24.000 МТ. 
mora or less rom fere vessels at Sube Ports win an approved budget for hà 
Солкас (ABC) of 45,699.557 4б. 


The scope ol works 10 be bd for sad integrated services Include Arrastre. 
Stevedoring, Wharlage, Husting. Truciscaung, Opering'Closing of Hatches, 
import Entry cocumentaton, and oiher Port Sarvees. 


‘Tha application ог elg and pertinent blading documents can be secures 
om NFA-CLRO, Cabanatuan Guy, Regional Bs and Awards Commitee ВАС) 
Secrolanal upon paymont ol а non tolundablo appicabon les ol P2,000.00 and 
‘Submission о а certe photocopy each ofthe folowing document 


ОП business name ragisiraton CDA Ragisration and/or SEC rogistratlon 
cereale, whichever moy be арргорпайй; 
Mayors Pormit (СҮ 2004] and Ойно! Receipt 
Ситап regstaton coriicae as cargo andior with SBMA: 
©те Рат To Operate (PTO) issued by SBMA, 
Gertheate ol good standing wit SEMA; 
Garthcanon ol a toast tro (3 усаг axparonca In grains (n bags] cargo 
fandingloncaing рела) la та pasi ree (3) years issued by PPA or 
БЕМА (Orignal copy lo be submitted) 
‘The blasing o! Integrated Services shall be conducted a! NFA-CLRO. 
Gonletanca Room Cabanatuan Сау on tno iotowing schedule: 
PARTICULARS DATE тмЕ 
1. lesuanca o! d Application 
‘and Bid Documents Decombar 820, 2004 809 AM-5:00 PM 
iang Conlerence December 22.2004 200PM 
mission and Opening of Bids January 14,2005 1000AM 
RA 8184 and is Implementing Aulas and 
о coniact ha ВАС Charan or Sac'eanat 
lepnone Nos. (014-483-1167, (044) 463- 


Regulators Ро ило ingunas, 
ИРА СЕЛО, Cabanatuan CI 
1188 and [044-453-1233 

THE NFA RESERVES THE RIGHT TO REJECT ANY OR ALL BIDS 
THEREOF, TO WAIVE ANY FORMALITIES OR DEFECTS FOUND THEREIN, OR 
TO ACCEPT SUCH BIDS OR ТО AWARD TO ANY CONTRACTOR WHOSE BID 
16 CONSIDERED MOST ADVANTAGEOUS TO THE NFA OR TO THE 


‘GOVERNMENT. 
(воа) RUBEN J. RESIDE 


REAC Charman 


узсо et зом Assi. Regional Ovecior 


INQUIRER CLASSIFIEDS 


Mandaluyong branch 1 open to serve 
Your Classified Ads requirements. 


MANDALUYONG 
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на SP) cow loro Sane Uso Sarees Sai rect BUSS ol me 
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Soins iari ера лд arisen The Scores, Bui and vari 

ч ed А Bien, маре Wi, байса, Dau бам биты 
зао ea ed aia 
Tovoquea ти! сиу ae “Regest ior Prequallcst rte Construction Datu 
Бла Poe sat tedesca баладе ke rome шо Bee 
‘Tousen Hee fonied Peres (mpl 300 0] oy ен о po io e Manel 
uses ine Eola а porpay cupi be Gian p rd той бы лди 
Такла ol bon response avery э bas ci Фе ошто йаз 
pr E EE 
Rame ans ana чот guid no i 


жылык marr January 7. 2008 260 pm af бам Odo Элын Мотора Hat and be 

Sereni Aspice a Prey ово ol Dot Dd Sine 
“ha Employer renes о ун эсени or sayac ala apes 
Аруш wba adeunt дв coursa cl ва asus c et apes. Oy fs эла 
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(89 1 ENGA. ALADON B. ABOULA 


Ax E Se ond nc Comma 


Restaurant Business for Sale 


Fully Furnished within Intramuros 
Near Letran, Lyceum, PLM, and Mapua 


BRANCH 
E 

Унгу. mba B eosa 
TRL нот зра 627-2008 
Soy Aero Ranay ли 


Excellent Business Opportunity 
For inquiries, please call or text 


Gerardo Cornejo - 0918-9351615 


Thailand Campus 


Learn the principles of quality Jewelry Design 
from the world's #1 gemological institute 


Jewelry Design Class 
Step-by-Step, develop skills needed to create 
and illustrate designs for a variety of jewelry 

in full color and fine detail 


NO artistic training or experience required 
Jewelry Design Class starts March 21, 2005 
GIA Thailand Campus 


Bisco Tower-12* Fir., 56/12 Sub Rd., Bangrak, Bangkol 
Tel: (662) 237-9575 1 77. 2 
ginthai@kse.th.com 


СВМ INTERNATIONAL MANPOWER SVCS. INC. 
POEA Uc. No. 057-18022703-8. 
1000 Jorge Вособо Sucat, Ermia, Mania 
"Tal No. 524630014643635 
боор SALARY & BENEFITS. 

FOR QUALIFIED CANDIDATES 


AL-HAIDER COMPANY, 
tama Ras Талма, K SA 


SR. PLANT MECHANIC 
Candelas musi havo at Joost 10 years achat 
pononco in procass Industry or thermal power 
piani: 


вай be able to use ай typos of mechanical 
equmonis bo io 10 perfor ropa & overuuing 
Of ай typos of oquipmont stalled at Boier & 
воша piant, 

Can fabricate bollar tubo bonds using hand 
Оро! bonding tatus; 

Shalt be asia fo portorm Пато heabng lor 
tebncaten. Qsassambly & massimi processos. 


CRANE OPERATOR 
Candidales musi havo at loast 7 yours actual 
exponance; 

> Duvors License Codo must bo 2, 3,8; 
$ Must bo Ex Sud 
Candidatos musi ороп mmodiloly wit 2 sots of 
fesume, passport & employment соп. o Ino abovo 
Е 
FOR MANPOWER POOLING ONLY 
NO FEES TO ВЕ COLLECTED 
BEWARE OF ILLEGAL RECRUITERS 


dal rr end чв, 
rg ad or at 
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Direct Line (832 845-2480, 


announces with deep sorrow the demise of 


OVERNOR BARTOLOME 
TAYA MARASIGAN, SR. 


who passed away last December 1, 2004 at the age of 67. 


Governor Arnan C. Panaligan, Vice Governor Ma. Estela Felipa M. Aceron, 
Members of the Sangguniang Panlalawigan, Provincial Government of Oriental Mindoro 
Department Heads and Employees would like to extend their deepest condolences to his 
family and request the readers to pray for the eternal repose of his soul. 


His remains lie in state at Alfonso Umali Gymnasium in Jose J. Leido, Jr. Memorial National 
High School, Calapan City until December 8, 2004. 


Interment will be on December 9, 2004 at 12:00 noon at Calapan Memorial Ground, Calapan 
City, Oriental Mindoro. 


In celebration of the first year of eternal life 
ofour loving daughter, sister, 


AMANDO UALDEHUESA ` 
CASINO, M.D. 


of Tagoloan, Mis. Or. & Iligan City 
(U.P. Class 1941) 


Peacefully joined our Lord and his beloved wife Emilia Borja Casiño 
on December 3, 2004 at the age of 90. 


His son Ralph and daughter-in-law Noemi, and grandchildren Amanda, 

Jonathan and Kina; and relatives especially Maritess Borja, give thanks 

to the Lord for the blessing of his life and request the readers to join them 
in prayers for his eternal happiness in heaven. 


Interment is on December 9, 2004 at the Maria Cristina Memorial 
Gardens, Iligan City at 8:30 am. 


"Let the words of my | @ 


$3 pi 
mouth meet your ж DR JOSE SASON ZAPANA vies 
we 


Favor, keep the Ian. 

thoughts of my heart ser NUR Ае Rien Jen ae 
EDU ere 

before yov, Lord, my 

rock, my. v 

redeemer..." 


Tar the eternal repose of his soul. 


His remains По in sistent the Cabral’ residence at #21 Parian, 
Mexico, Pampanga. 


Interment will be on Thursday, December 9, 2004 at the Mexico. 
Catholic Cemetery after fhe 3:00 pan. Mass a the Sta. Monica Parish 


4 Church. 
— Psalm 21:15 б = 


niece, cousin and friend, 


Deanna R Buncio- 
‘April 10,1971 - December 8 2003 


the following masses will be celebrated 
оп December 8, 2004, Wednesday 


n л шй a лыы сш 


Ea 2s 
mos E 
ne ho o io. m 


and her generous commitment to the 
UP Integrated School Scholarship Fund will be carried on. 


Those who wish to join these celebrations may call Nonoy Bunclo at 0919-5884599 


ec % Lovingly Remember 


оп Her Sth year in Eternal Life 


Dra. Ма. Susan “Tuts”, 
Malabanan — Lasa 


July 11, 1958 — December 8, 1999 
U.P. Medicine 1983 
of Batangas City 


Her parents, Dr, Ernesto H. Malabanan and * 
los Lasa; 7. 

: Sheila und 
Kaymen Keh and their children Ernesti " and 
Kenneth: Brothers, Ernesto Malabanan, Jr. and his children, Shirley 

ba ar and Bella Malabanan and 

their children. Edd Bryan and Edd Brandon; Atty. Edwin and Ethel Malabanan and 
their son, Ernesto “Vito” III request the pious readers to join them in prayers for the 


Innovating Technology. Initiating Trends. 
inspiring Trust. 5 


Introducing the new PLDT Business Solutions. 


It's a commitment to create possibilities and initiate movements, 
to ignite new ideas that will bring forth development to your business, 
just so we can prove we are a company you can trust. 


As symbolized by a sharp, dynamic and unending stroke, 
we offer an infinite and all-encompassing array of solutions. 
It's a boundless pledge of service, an endless search for answers. 
К has a beginning, but it never ends. 


: That's what makes us different: 
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E-mail: pr. motoringGnquirer.com.ph 


Editor Cesar D. Mangawang 


BMW I series! 
side profile 


Optional packages 
"The trunk volume looks apt. 
The driver can even personalize 
the car. One can customize the 
саг with optional packages like 
sport, executive, tech and indi- 
vidual. It is also equipped with 
bluetooth technology and keyless 
entry BMW stresses that these 
features are normally reserved 
i, 2 for cars of much higher values. 
Another function notable in te 


е ет 1 Series is the МРЗ connection. 
Those with Ipods can hook up 
their system through the car. A hi- 

3 mum 3 


fi professional sound system does 
wonders to enhance the driving 
S experience. Its xenon headlights 
By Tessa R. Salazar Biggest growing market people to its fold—logically the Жы ке come with double rings. 
ТУ execute that, however future of the automotive market. 2 г 
HE ONE is here. BMW needs to speed things up a To lure the younger set, BMW de- TAKE a peek at the One's rear view ‘Neutral’ car 
No, its not Neo, bit in terms of production. Signed its 1 series. And just re. —- Its 50-50 weight distribution 
ae , ME un emer ingectigaton, cently, BMW Philippines invited importane” worldwide, wherethe longest wheelbase of its class at (fron and rear) guarantees a 
and we're not іп SMW discovered that the biggest 12 motoring journalists to the average age of drivers is getting 288 meters) for stability and “neutral” car This even distribu- 
some make believe reality growing market in the world be- Subic racetrack to unveil its first younger. driving pleasure and a short body tion of axle load makes the 1 Se- 
of “The Matrix.” tween 2002 and projected hatchback with rear wheel drive. At first glance, BMW 1 Series overhang that ensures the car will ries react to sudden changes of di- 
"The One, or simply the “I” se- through 2014—a market that The 1 series may be a niche looks like a lot of thought and react and respond instantly to the rection with smoothness and sta- 
ries from BMW, is as real as апу would expand up to 80 per- market in the Philippines but in hard work had been put into it. driver's input behind the wheel. bility. 
hatchback gets, and it signifies cent—is the premium small cars. Europe it is designed for a grow- With its dynamic lines, the hatch- BMW 1 Series boasts of a drag Тһе full front suspension is 
BMW'S real intentions of being And, as markets go, premium ing segment. It will not be BMW's back looks in motion even at a coefficient of 29 and is being made of aluminum, the rear of 
the cream of the crop, the ulti- small cars are the preferred vehi- biggest bestseller That distinc- standstill flaunted as having the best possi- steel, The front axle is designed in 
mate carmaker, the No. 1 in the cles of the younger set. Thus, tion stil belongs to its 3-series, 1 carries BMW's typical pro- ble aerodynamic design in the а double-joint tension rod spring 
world in all segments by 2008. BMW wants to bring in younger but BMW sees the 1 to be “very portions—a long wheelbase (the compact class. тнїбгсї 


The true spirit of giving is when 
you expect nothing in return. 


Thank you for choosing the Lynx. Thank you for choosing the Escape. Allow us to show our appreciation by giving you the chance to get your payment back. 
1f you buy any of these vehicles before December 30, you'll be given raffle tickets that could win you back your vehicle's full purchase price! 
There will be one winner each from among the Escape buyers and the Lynx buyers. The more generous you are with your choice of vehicle, 
the more tickets you receive, the more chances of getting back the blessings! 


[мешн m — n | 
-lynx GSi _ |  3coupons _ tstape23L |  10coupons 


[lynx Ghia 5 coupons Escape 3.0L | 15 coupons 
[lynx 5 8 coupons 


Plus 0% Interest* plans on all Escape and Lynx models. 
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EDDIE BAUER TRIMS LAUNCHED 


Philippines 


‘Text and photos by Charles E. Buban 


N ITS 84-year history, Eddie 

Bauer has evolved from a single 

store in downtown Seattle to a 
trichannel company with more 
than 600 stores in the United 
States, Canada, Germany and 
Japan, 100 million catalogues and 
online websites. 

The company is known for its outdoor-in- 
spired casual wear brand offering distinctive 
clothing, accessories and home furnishings 
for men and women that reflect a modern in- 
terpretation of the company's unique outdoor 
heritage. 

So, what has Eddie Bauer got to do with the 
vehicles of Ford Motor Co.? 

Looking at the company's historical time- 
line, it was in 1983 when Eddie Bauer began 
its partnership with Ford to produce Eddie 
Bauer Edition Ford vehicles. 


Started in 1984 

"The first Eddie Bauer Edition Ford rolls off 
‘he assembly line in 1984 and since then, this 
model trim has combined premium luxury ap- 
pointments to satisfy Ford buyers who are al- 
ways wanting more,” revealed Ford Philip- 
pines president Henry Co before he bade 
goodbye to the media group that went to Pun- 
ta Fuego (in Nasugbu, Batangas) to test drive 
the 2005 Eddie Bauer model trims of the Ex- 
plorer and Expedition. 

I The two new premium models complete 
and strengthen Ford's lineup of SUVs on the 
Philippine market. 
fSaid Co: "The 2005 Eddie Bauer model 


Online bidding of vanity license plates 


BAYANTRADE—the region's pre- 
mier sourcing, procurement and 
supply chain _ services 
provider—will enable the online 
bidding of 63 limited edition van- 
ity license plates (VLP), which are 
expected to earn for the Land 
Transportation Office (LTO) a 
fhinimum of P3.15 million. 

* The bidding project, which will 
be conducted from Nov. 24 to Dec. 
9, will be jointly undertaken by 
BayanTrade with Digital Para 
Inc, the owner of more than 120 
Netopia Internet Cafés nationwide 
and Stradcom Corp, which man- 
ages the computerization of the 
170 operations and processes. 


Electronic bidding 

„Under the agreement, 
BayanTrade will provide LTO and 
bid participants access to its lead- 
ing electronic bidding facility. 
The system is one of the foremost 
eSourcing technologies on the 
market which provides real-time, 
transparent and dynamic price 


movement of every bid event. 

It is hosted in a premier data 
center, which ensures the reliabil- 
ity availabjlity and security of the 
data and connectivity. It is also 
web-based, which allows bid par- 
ticipants to submit and resubmit 
bids anytime, anywhere. 

Through 
BayanTrade will structure the bid 
with qualified bidders being given 
а password-protected 
which they will use to bi 
maximum of five vanity license 
plates each, as stipulated in the 
LTO’ requirements. Bids will be- 
gin at P50,000 for each plate and 
сап move up at a minimum incre- 
ment of P2,000 with a provision 
that ensures there will be no tied 
bids. Tomorrow, closing of the 
bids for the 63 plates will be stag- 
gered where lots of four to six 
plates will close every 45 minutes. 


Training sessions 
BayanTrade will also provide 
training sessions to LTO, Strad- 
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trims of the Explorer and Expedition are tes- 
tament to the company's continued growth 
and presence in the country since it started 
operations way back in 1997. They signal that 
we are here to stay as the top choice for many 
Filipinos.” 


posted bids. 


this facility, 


Wider access 
According 
president and COO 


Iro. 


com and Netopia on how to sup- 
port bid participants when they 
submit and view their own set of 


‘Training will also be given to a 
select group of LTO personnel on 
how to monitor the ongoing bid 
event, focusing on participation, 
trends and leading bidders. 


Briones, online bidding can bene- 
fit both the LTO and its bidders as 
this will promote wider access for 
bidders, transparency of the bid- 
ding process and potentially gen- 
erate higher revenues for the 


mes said the online bidding 
will make it more convenient for 
bidders since they can participate 
in the comfort of their own homes 
or ata Netopia branch near them, 
which allows even bidders in the 
provinces to take рап in the bid 
process. It also assures bidders of 


Superb appointments 

Just like che Eddie Bauer company creed 
that states: "To give (customers) such out- 
standing quality value, service and guarantee 
that we may be worthy of (their) high es- 
teem,” the two new Explorer and Expedition 


transparency since they will be 
able to view competitive bids 
while still remaining confidential 
through generic usernames as- 
signed to each of them to protect 
their idem 

Online bidding also benefits 
the LTO, which wants to see a 
spike in the number of bidders 
who will participate in the agen- 
суз revenue-generating venture. 


Vanity plates 

A total of 105 limited edition 
vanity license plates were up for 
auction since September Of 
these, 42 were sold during an ini- 
tial manual auction, which leaves 
63 pieces of limited edition МР 
for the online public bidding. 

The vanity plates consist of 
fourto six identical characters, ei- 
ther leners or numerals, which 
are up for bid at a base price of 
P50,000 each, are exempted from 
the governments colorcoding 
scheme or unified vehicle volume 
reduction program (ИУВР). 


to  BayanTrade's 


Dane M. 


THE2005 4x4 


EXPLORER, left, and 


Expedition Eddie 
Bauer model trims 
will appeal to Ford 
SUV buyers. 


WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 8, 2004 


FORD Philippines now offers a complete 
lineup of SUVs catering to 
market segments. 


trims carried superb appointments to sepa- 
rate them from the other model trims. 

The 2005 4x4 Expedition Eddie Bauer is 
powered by a 5.4-liter single overhead cam 
Triton V8 engine (compared to the 4.6-liter 
‘SOHC Triton V8 Engine of the XLT 4x2 model 
trim), a 4-wheel drive Control Trac System 
(hift-on-the-fiy), and a 4-speed automatic 
transmission with overdrive. 

The P2.795-million full-size SUV's notable 
features include a Powerfold third row seat, 
second row Centerslide seat, a 17-inch ma- 
chined-aluminum wheels, Quad-bean head- 
lamps, Arizona-beige lower-body side mold- 
ings, wheel-lip moldings and bumpers. 

The latest Expedition comes in oxford 
white, medium wedgewood blue, estate 
green and black hues. 


4-iter engine 

The 2005 4x4 Explorer Eddie Bauer, on 
the other hand, is powered by a 4-liter SO- 
HC sequential electronic fuel injection 12-V 
V6 engine, a similar 4-wheel drive Control 
Trac System (shift-on-the-fly), and a 5- 
speed automatic transmission with over- 
drive. 

“Since its introduction in 1990, the Ford 
Explorer has changed the face of the SUV 
market here in the Philippines: it has proven 
that rugged, truck-like functionality and off- 
road durability could be combined with style, 
luxury and comfort," said Co. 

Safety and functionality have been the hall- 
marks of the Ford Explorer. 

Co revealed the mid-size SUV was named 
America's “Most Trusted SUV" for 12 years, 
Best Pick by the US Insurance Institute for 
Highway Safety and Best-In-Class for front 
crash-test performance by the US National 
Highway Safety Administration. 


Best-selling SUV 
“These recognitions are the reasons Ford 
"Explorer has remained America's bestselling 
‘SUV for 13 years and has inspired Ford to be 
always a step ahead in providing its Cus- 
tomers what they want in an SUV in terms of 
power, safety and comfort,” he sai 
To readily identify the 2005 4x4 Explorer 
Eddie Bauer, the SUV features а -ich 
Sparkle silver-painted cast-aluminum wheels 
fitted with all-terrain tires, Pueblo Gold-tyo- 
толе exterior accents, stain-nickle grille, and 
heated side-view mirrors. _ 
The P2.295-million Explorer comes in dark 
stone metallic, red fire metallic, oxford white 
and black 
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mounted for LTO 


This ‘One’ tugs hatchbacks to higher levels 


From page CI 


strut suspension featuring a sta- 
bilizer bar, meaning it exhibits 
фе stiffness needed as the car 
performs. Why is the rear not 
made of aluminum? 1 Series 
makers say the car needs the 
weight in the rear to guarantee 
the 50-50 weight distribution 

d to neutralize the engine 
Weight up front). The newly de- 
veloped five-link rear suspension 
has straight rod-shaped and short 
lever arms and a stiff structure, 
the lightweight steel construction 
enables a particular accurate 
wheel guidance. 

‘The four-cylinder 1 Series is 


have 


* 


available from 85 KW (115bhp) for 
the BMW 116i to 110kW (150bhp) 
for the BMW 120i. The 1201 fea- 
tures valvetronie fully variable 
valve control. Both the variants 
double 
camshaft control boasting supreme 
acceleration in upper speed ranges 
and for optimized fuel economy 
when partially loaded. 

Ithas 16-inch wheels equipped 
with standard run-flat tires. And 
because of this, the makers find 
по use for a spare tire, The 17- 
inch wheels are also available for 
sports suspension models. BMW 
Philippines is also providing 18. 
inch wheels for those who love it 
even bigger. 


Tests 


vanos variable 


used—a  llói—was 


ly at the slalom test 


orig! 
sional race car 


At the tracks for the slalom and 

moose tests, the BMW 1 series re- 

vealed its handling capabilities. 
The 1 Series unit this writer 


equipped with the sports suspen- 
sion. While driving it, the stiff- 
ness was not evident but the car 
already handled well, 


The moose testan evasive 
mode test—was performed next. 
‘The evasive mode is when you 
don't step on the brakes but you 
just suddenly swerve to your left 
1 60 to 70 kph (a profes. 

driver even 


swerved at 100 kph). This test 
simulates a situation in country 
roads when a big animal (in West- 
em countries, a moose) suddenly 
crosses the road and tests how 
the driver avoids it without skid- 
ding or falling off the road, 

At the speed that this writer 
went—at 70 kph—the 116i 
proved very controllable. Try that 
in another car and chances are 
you'll spin and face where you 
‘came from, not a very good view 
when you're being tailgated by 
another car ina public road. 

After the track run, this writer 
surmised that it was, indeed, an 
ideal everyday car that would still 
appeal toa specific niche market. 


mot yet 


particular- 


Ê BEST COPY AVAILABLE 


With its price and limited produc- 
tion, the 1 Series, after all, is not 
intended for everyone. 

Speaking of interior room 
ness, the car сап also accommo- 
date up to five adults, The 1, 
though, is not really meant for 
heavy loads, and though it holds. 
its own in the rough roads, it runs. 
best on highways and city roads 

BMW confirms 
“stretching the brand down- 
ward.” But, it says, it would not 
imperil any of its brand values. In. 
fact, next year BMW promises to 


introduce what it 


lous" 3-Series complementary to 


the 1 series. 


Targets 

BMW says it targets the single, 
26 to 35 age range (male and.fe- 
male) with sizable incomes. The 1 
Series also targets young couples, 
specifically well-traveled ones, wo 
enjoy the perks of а dual income 
and who have а common passion 
and zest in life. It represents the 
practicality of an everyday car- but 
also allows for an expression ofin: 
dividuslity and indulges йз owners 
to the passion of driving. 

For those who have PLS tc 
P2.1 million to spare, and who 
would want a European hatch ол 
the garage and to show off at par 
ties, this isthe One, 


that it is 


calls а “fabu- 
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By Andre Palma ceived as the fuel of the masses. and their nth time World Cham- more efficient alternative to the C H RI ST M AS VÀ L U E 


It is cheaper than gasoline, so it pion endorser clutter the bill. gasoline engines of the time and We can't think of a better way to say "MERRY CHRISTMAS" 
THE IMAGE conjured up by mustbe inferior. „^ boards of our highways and fill it hinged onthe use of an altema- ъало зане уос et en ani et babi IM M 
diesel engines is of decrepit pub- Inthe process ofrefining ert our minds with the their tvefueiHisnamesak 
їс utility vehicles, diesel the stuff at petroleum propaganda? Gaso- more energy th س س س س س س س س س س سے س س س س س‎ 
accelerating out of the bottom of the lineisadmittedly the more glam- (Briti 1 1 
 MMDA-approved COMMENTARY | distillation tank, orous of the two fuels, but is it the amount of heat energy 1 OIL & FILTER CHANGE SPECIAL | 
transport stops, cut- while the good’ necessarilysuperiortodiesel? quired to raise the temperatur REPLACE: Oil Oi Fiter & Tire Rotation 4 
„ting three lanes to the left, and stuff, like cream, floats to the Опе pound of water by one de- | TOP UPS : Battery Fluid, Windshield Washer, 
covering the entire roadway top? Performance must therefore Alternative to gas engines gree Fahrenheit), one gallon (38 | qd LL | 
"With an acrid black cloud that solely be the realm of gasoline- Ме have to put the humble liters) of diesel has, on avera INSPECT : Hoses, tls, Bub Wiper, ades Batory System, | 
would leave members of Her powered engines. | mean, how diesel engine into perspective. 147,000 BTUs. Since Soe 1 Tires, Fuel Filler, Ait Filter & Safety Inspection 
Majesty’s Secret Service with canitbeanythingelse but gospel Rudolf Diesel, in 1892, was able surement is in energy, this can FOR GASOLINE ENGINES | FOR DIESEL ENGINES | 
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‘smoke screen envy. Diesel is per- truth, as red Italian sports cars to patent the idea for running а DIESEL/CA 
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ON WHEN AVAILING PROMO 


AUTO SERVICE EXPERTS 
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"Toyota has learned from the roads of the world. And that's why we can make our promise. 


‘The roads of the world are many and varied. So are the world’s voices when it The aim was to satisfy the wishes of all. Only those who truly know the roads 
comes to the vehicle. There are just so many different ways people live with it. — of the whole world can gain the approval of the whole world. 

‘And sometimes these voices have contradictory demands, making it difficult ю — of toral renewal — given shape in a new, global-qualiry vehicl 

build what they ask for. But now Toyota has made it possible with no compromises. for you to enjoy. 
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IT WAS а big thrill watching the 
unveiling of the all-new Toyota 
Hi-Lux on Saturday at the famous 
‘The Fontana in Clark, Angeles 
City, Pampanga. When it comes to 
launching vehicles, Toyota is 


$ main 
їп many ways. 


One, Toyota retaining the Hi- 
Lux and improving it all the more 
is a testimony to the enduring 
legacy of the pickup. My son's 
first vehicle is a Hi-Lux, which he 
bought in 1997. He has yet to buy 
a new one to add to his old, reli- 
"able Hi-Lux. For, as far as 1 know, 
his Hi-Lux is still in great shape. 1 
think he will never let go of 
it—for sentimental reasons. 

‘Two, the new Hi-Lux is 


considered the first 
Е 


THE NEW Toyota Hi-Lux 


FULL 4 
ЕС 
TANK CEB 
Al Mendoza 


renowned IMV (Innovative Mul- 
tipurpose Vehicle). Its actually 
more than that. As Raymond Ro- 
driguez 
acronym was ПМУ which means 
international Innovative Multi- 
purpose Vehicle. It's been short- 
ened to IMV for easier pronuncia- 
tion.” 


Basically, when a vehicle is 
classified as an IMV, 
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Getting high on Hi-Lux 


it is capable of traversing all 
kinds of roads and terrains and 
can be, like a golf course in the 
modern-day era, an all-weather 


(vehicle). 


model of the world- 


said, "Its original 


The new Toyota Hi-Lux qi 
Bes under that and the Philip- 
pines gets the distinetion of be- 
ing the second country in Asia, if 
not the world, to have such kind 
of a vehicle. Lucky are those 
who would buy the new Hi-Lux 
shortly, for they will experience 
atotally different ride in this era 
of The Polar Express and Ipod. 
(Wes, Albert and Loi, I dread that 
day when I wasn't around when 
you put that wondrous piece of 
technology up for grabs during 
the Volvo party. Hu-hu-hu!) 

As 


Hi-Lux launch: “I am proud to 
be part of this magnificent tech- 
nology as its launch here in the 
Philippines spells a new dimen- 


sion in the ever-expanding au- 


aspect again." 
‘The 


ennial, 


Nobuharu 
Tabata ай, 


tomotive industry Toyota is 
proud to be the leader in this 


sux launch, indeed, 
was a smash hit in that even the. 
engineer who crafted the new 
Hi-Lux was brought here all the 
way from Japan. His name es- 
capes meat the moment but his 
face is a familiar one, having 
seen him a lot of times during 
my trips with Toyota in the bi- 

very-much admired 
Tokyo Motor Show. His dis- 
course on the features of the 
well-chiseled Hi-Lux received a 
warm applause from an appre- 


ciative audience that stayed on 


late into the night, what with 
sashimi and sushi filling 
tables endlessly 


and wine 


outon sake. 


“But not to worry, sir,” said 
Ariel The Angel. “The cognac 
will more than make up for the 


absence of sake. 


To that, Danny "Sir John" Isla 
could only nod approvingly. 


Oh, yes, Danny I. I call him “sir 
John" because he is Toyota's John 
Lennon. His speech again during 
the launch proved once more that 
he is a Beatlemaniac; “When Tm 
64," done to the tune of "Santa 
Claus is Coming to Town, 


played right after his talk. 
Said Danny I: 


Honda RP delegation grand slam winner 
in regional technicians championship 


AL Brijueda of Honda Cars 
Makati Inc. took home top honor, 
in the recently concluded 8th 
‘Asia-Oceania technician contest 
(AOTC) in Thailand, besting oth- 
er Honda technicians in the Asia 
and Oceania region. 

‘This event gives service techni- 
cians the chance to show their 
outstanding skills and knowledge 
‘while sharing them among fellow 
technicians from countries in the 
region. 

The previous AOTC venue was 
in Japan, with local Honda's con- 
tender also emerging as champi- 
оп. Past champions include Moi- 
ses Ingles of Honda Cars Shaw 
(2002) and Arnold Bergola of 
Honda Cars Quezon City (2000). 


100 karters 


9 


WINNERS (front row, from left) Marlon Stockinger, Raymond 
Ronquillo and James Co. Also shown (back row, from left) are Jeff 
Reyes and JP Tuason. Not in photo is Brian Afuang. 


Diesel 


From page C3 


then be translated into the very familiar 
unit of the dieter's calorie (technically a 
kilo-calorie, but who's counting) and the 
factor is 1 BTU = 0.251996 dieter' calo- 
ries. Therefore a gallon of diesel would 
pack a total of 37,043.41 calories or 
9748.27 calories per liter! 

Gasoline on the other hand would 
have an average of 125,000 BTUs per 
gallon, translating into 31,499.5 calories 
with 8289.34 calories per liter. This is 
оле reason we get better mileage from 
diesel when comparing equivalent en- 
gines, as it packs, literally, more “bang 
for buck." With this concentrated energy 
comes а higher viscosity or thickness, 
and an elevated boiling point compared 


' 


Motivating technicians 

АОТС is designed го motivate 
Honda technicians and promote 
various service programs of Asia 
and Oceania's service division. 
Participants of the event are tech- 
micians representing Honda dis- 
mibutors from Australia, Hong 
Xong, Indonesia, Malaysia, New 
Zealand, Pakistan, 
"Thailand, Taiwan and the Philip- 
pines. 

Tests on knowledge and practi- 
cal skills are prepared for the in- 
dividual and pair categories, 
which are geared toward the ad- 
vancement of Honda technicians. 
The two categories also give way 
to improve technical expertise 
not only as individuals, but as 


cles. 


Singapore, 


Message 


team members as we 
Honda customers emerged as the 
ultimate victors as they are the 
main beneficiaries when skill 

technicians attend to their vehi- 


This year's delegation is com- 
posed of Brijueda, Joel Pagaduan 
(Honda Cars Makati), John Ba- 
dion J (Honda Cars Pangasi- 
nan), Manuel Mercado (Honda 
Cars Pasig) and Albert Teneros 
(Honda Cars Philippines Inc). 


Satoshi Toshida, Honda Motor 
Co. Lid. managing director And 
CEO for regional operations, ap- 
plauds the outstanding techni 
cians. Says Toshida in his mes- 


However, 


sage: "The present automobile in- 
dustry is facing with extremely se- 
vere competition and we are see- 
ing a dramatic reorganization in 
this field as companies merge to 


take advantage of the economies 


of scale. On the other hand, the se- 
vere business climate offers con- 
siderable opportunity for growth 
and expansion of business." 
Against this backdrop, he says 
Honda continues to aim for the 
enhancement of customer satis- 


faction. “If we achieve a high lev- 
el of customer satisfaction, how- 


customers, 


ever, we cannot stand on our lau- 
rels but must aim for an even 
higher level of service, a level that 
exceeds the expectations of our 
he adds. 


Cars Philippines Inc). 


and cognac flowing freely on 
strict orders of Ariel de Jesus, 
Toyota's indefatigable point- 
man. Boy, did I see Vince Soceo 
turn from diplomat to director 
when Ariel The Angel missed 


ыны, 


"The HiLuxs 
new look combines ruggedness 
and boldness with style and so- 
phistication.... This new Hi-Lux 
will attract both the yuppies and 
the mature adults not only for its 
functional diversity but also for its 
looks which can elevate the user's 
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features that exceeds pickup standards, 


selfesteem and overall image. As 
we love to say: Madaming pogi 
points ito. Today's launch marks a 
new beginning but it also serves as 
an aggressive ending to the year 
2004 when Toyota continued to 
reign supreme in the automotive 
industry” 

Even Tokemoto-san, Vince Soc- 
co's boss in the Toyota offices for 
the Toyota's Southeast Asian re- 
gion of operations in Singapore, 
was moved by Danny I's speech 
that he stood up clapping lustily. 

Nice one, Danny 1. 

Even if 'm not around in the 
Henry Ford Awards on Dec. 10, 
Angelle de Guzman of Ogilvy 
Public Relations Worldwide 
knows that in spirit, I'm there. 
Congratulations to the win- 
ners! 

QUOTE МЕ. Instead of honk- 
ing your hom to signal the vehi- 
Чет front of you to give way, just 
overtake it. That way, you pre- 
serve peace in your mind, and al- 
sothe environs. 


THE PHILIPPINE delegation is composed of Brijueda, Joel Pagaduan 
(Honda Cars Makati), John Badion Jr. (Honda Cars Pangasinan), 
‘Manuel Mercado (Honda Cars Pasig) and Albert Teneros (Honda 


ate in Arthur Tuason Memorial Cup 


‘THE STH Arthur Tuason Mem 
al Cup recently lived up to 

billing as the biggest karting 
event of the year at the Manila 
Speedzone, Fort Bonifacio Global 
City, as 100 participants signed 
up for the race for the benefit of 
the Mabuhay Des 
tion, which helps arrange treat- 
ment for less fortunate kids who 
are born with min 
and are in need of corrective 


surgery. 


Afer the rigorous qualifying 


time trials 


heats, the final races provided lots 
of excitement for the crowd in at- 
tendance, which included Smart 
head of personal communications 
and mobile services Boy Martirez, 


to gasoline. The lighter less concentrated 
stuff, like gasoline, floats. To Further dis- 
pel the “bottom of the barre!” myth, 
diesel is actually found somewhere in 
the middle ofthe distillation tank (or col- 
umn), carbon residue and lubricants are 
the true "bottom dwellers” in this сазе. 

How can we say that diesel is a more 
efficient source of power than gas, if we 
see, almost on a daily basis, inefficiently 
burnt fuel coming out of the tailpipes of 

dated РИМ and mul 

lion-peso SUVs? It all comes down to the 
basic design and level of maintenance of 
all diesel engines. 


Inherent flaw 
By design, diesel engines live on com- 
pression and the ability to achieve im- 


тег Founda- 


deformities 


Manila Times’ 


and prequalifying 


дама. 


mense levels of compression (sometimes 
twice thet of their gasoline counterparts) 
over and over again. Unlike gasoline, 
diesel only relies on the heat generated 
by the intense compression of the fuel 
and air mixture to achieve combustion. 
This delicate mixture of diesel, ait and 
pressure must be meticulously balanced 
to get a complete or clean burn. In this. 
system also lies the inherent flaw of the. 
diesel engine, and ultimately the cause. 
of smoke belching. Imagine trying to 
manufacture a chamber that is both able 
to withstand compression forces and ex- 
pansion forces several thousand times a 
minute, 

How about trying to make this leak 
proof for three years or the next 100,000 
kilometers, whichever comes first? We 


Ambi Pur president Leo Obias, eS- 
tandard Insurance vice president 
for marketing Seymour Saldavia, 
Avesco (Kenwood) sales and pro 
motions coordinator Andre Sy 
Ruiz and Goodyear Philippines 
president Dave Morin, who pre- 
sented the awards to the winners. 


Division winners 

Taking victory in the Goodyear 
Media and VIP division was 
Brian Амапа 
ahead of second placer Manny de 
los Reyes of Gadgets and Stan- 
dard Insurance's Seymour Sal- 
The Ford Cadet division 
was topped by Ton Joson, who 
was followed home by Rafael 
Benito and Juha Turalba. 


can only hope to delay the process of 
degradation, and this comes with fanati- 
cally religious preemptive maintenance. 
Have your vehicle compression tested 
once smoke becomes evident. Also have 
the injectors checked, as blockages may 
occur due-to low-quality diesel. Try to 
load the new breed of "clean diesels" that 
are available on the market from the ma- 
јог ой companies. If your favorite brand 
doesn't carry a new and improved diesel, 
then ask them why they do not, 


Bright future 

The future looks bright for this over- 
looked fuel. Manufacturers have been 
designing engines that take advantage of 
the high-powered punch of diesel and its 
innate efficiency. Common Rail Diesel In- 


Norman Agojo was first across 
the line followed by Mark Beton 
and the piggyback tandem of 
Binchy Mayuga and Michael Be- 
ton in Goodyear Fun Rum. In the 
Addict Novice Light division, it 
was Philippine Stars Jeff Reyes 
who took the plum as well as the 
Red Horse Beer Fastest Lap Award 
ahead of Jonathan Dael and Vic 
leasas. The Addict Novice Heavy 
division was annexed by James 
Co, who was trailed by Andrew 
Gotinianam and Toti Turalba. 

In the exciting Standard Insur- 
ance Expert Light division, Ma 
lon Stockinger emerged victori- 
ous in the face of a hard challenge 
from Indy Villalon and Jonathan 
Dael. Raymond Ronquillo took 


the top of the podium ahead of 
Marcel Thenu and Gibson Yu in 
the Standard Insurance Expert 
Heavy division, 


Organizer, sponsors 

Organized by the Tuason Rac- 
ing School, which is headed by JP 
Tuason, the Arthur Tuason 
Memorial Cup is an annual kart 
race for a cause, which is held in 
honor of the late motor racing 
legend Arthur Tuason. 

Tt is sponsored by Standard In- 
surance, Ford, Addict Mobile, 
Ambi Pur Car, Goodyear tires, 
Kenwood, Red Home Beer, С! 
magazine, ‘trapik.com, Magic 
89.9, Oakley, Adidas and Casio G- 
shock. 


jection systems, that use computer con- 
trolled pre, main and post injectors, mat- 
ed to pressure accumulator—the “rall,” 
prefect the delivery, pressure and vol- 
umes of air and fuel for combustion, re 
sulting in some "better than gasoline 
driving experiences. 

Locally, some brands are beginning to 
sell this technology, capitalizing on the 
"both frugal and fun" concept. Most of 
the motoring public will agree with the 
frugal bit of the sales pitch, but can 
diesel really be more fun than gas? Let's 
just say the next time you find yourself 
at astoplight next to a new 5 series Bim- 
тет, you better think twice. Most likely, 
all you'll gt is a long frustrating look at 
its rear end and the litte letter "d" after 
the numbers five, three, zero. 
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Know more about good car maintenance 


OWADAYS, the average age 

of vehicles on the road is 

greater than nine years and 

more than 68 percent of vehicles 
- have run more than 75,000 miles. 

As а vehicle's engine ages, its performance 
decreases and oil starts to break down at a 
faster rate. Over time, seals begin to deterio- 
rate, gaskets become brittle and ой consump- 

# tion increases, All these lead to a reduction in 
engine performance. 

But don’t feel too bad. There are ways to 
squeeze out more efficiency and performance 
from your car with a little TLC. Just remem- 
ber these car maintenance tips, courtesy of 
3M's Car Care Cloth: 

* Make sure you change oil every three. 
months or 3,000 miles whichever comes 
first. Think of your engine as the heart of your 
‘car and motor oil as the lifeblood of your en- 
gine. One can't function without the other, so 
pay attention to your "change-oil" schedule. 

* Schedule regular tune-ups. Even if your 
car seems fine, irs no guarantee that itis. Tune- 
ups will ensure that your саге major compo- 
ments are running smoothly and that they stay 
that way. Change your oil, check your tires and 
rotate them if necessary. Check the belts and 
replace them if broken. Inspect brake linings, 
spark plugs, air filter and fuel aspects. 

* Have your tire pressure checked at 
least once a month. It's the best way to pre- 
vent unexpected flats. Also make sure to го- 
tate your tires and check their alignment as 
part of your regular tune-up. 

* Pay attention to every little thump, weird 
hum or “ping” that you hear. Cars, like people, 
have their peculiarities and you are sure to 
quickly learn what is normal for yours. I is 
best to check out any symptom—be it a 
sound, smell or feeling. Remember: An ounce 
of prevention is worth a pound of cure. 

* Pay attention to outward signs. If your 
car is leaking fluids, it ean mean serious trou- 
ble. Keep an eye on the conditions of your 
driveway or regular parking space for stains or 
spots that can warn you about possible leaks. 

* Find a good mechanic. If you don't do 
your own maintenance, find a shop with a 
good mechanic that will give you peace of 
mind about matters concerning your саг. Con- 
sider him your car's “personal physician.” 

* Check fluids regularly. It's dangerous for 
your car to get dehydrated, so be sure to keep. 
an eye on its vital fluids. 

+ Store your car properly: Storing your ve- 
hicle in a dry temperature location when itis 
not in use will prevent disastrous wear and 


Ford caps year 


with road safety 
«concerns 


TO MARK Ford's drive for a safer world, Ford. 
Philippines caps 2004 with a special event for 
its customers and the public on Saturday. 
Dubbed "Road Safety Is no Accident," the 
event will include activities that aim to in- 
crease awareness on road safety. 

Said Henry Co, president of Ford Group 
Philippines: “When we began Ford Day last 
year, it was to celebrate our centennial year. 
"This year's Ford Day is to again thank our cus- 
tomers and the public for the support that has 
made 2004 exciting for Ford. Early this year 
we launched the Ford Road Safety campaign 
and today, we want to reinforce Ford's com- 
mitment to road safety by communicating its 
importance to the family via this activity.” 

Ford Day 2004 promises to be yet another 
exciting day packed with activities for the 
whole family and is made even bigger with the 
inclusion of the Volvo, Jaguar and Land Rover, 
which are brands under the Ford family. 


Safety firsts exhibit 

‘The Ford's Safety Firsts exhibit is a show- 
сазе of Ford's commitment to road safety 
through the years, which includes informa- 
tion on Ford's safety innovations. 

* Amazing road race. Eight teams will 
race to complete 8 road safety pitstops with 
the best time using road safety clues. 

* Baby Drive My Car (RC Challenge). Ba- 
by Drive My Car is an exciting remote control 
car-racing contest. Two remote controlled 
cars are set up to race through a road safety 
track. The competition is open to 20-30 par- 
ticipants who sign up upon registration. 


Ford Day activities 

Kids are sure to learn a lot about road safe- 
ty with the “Pin the Ford Oval," which is open 
to kids 10 years old and below. The “Road 
Sign-making” contest, meanwhile, is open to 
kids 10-15 years old. 

Lastly, the Ford Day would not be complete 
without the parade of Ford vehicles from past 
to present and other vehicles under the Ford 
Family such as the Volvo, Jaguar and Land 
Rover. The Ford motorcade will go around 
The Fort and Makati 

То make the Ford Day even more exciting, 
prizes will be raffled off hourly beginning 
11:30 a.m, The grand raffle winner will get a 
trip for three to Boracay. 

Tord will also award Ford road safety stick- 
ers to the winners of the predrawn raffle. 

Live-band performance and fireworks will 
сар the Ford Day celebration. The event will 
also showcase some pocket activities: Ford ve- 
hicle test drives, display of the latest vehicle 
offerings of Ford, Mazda, Jaguar, Land Rover 
and Volvo, safety clinics to be conducted by 
Tuason Racing, Goodyear, Standard Insur- 
ance and Pilipinas Shell and food bars. A 10- 
point vehicle checkup will also be available to 
Ford and Mazda owners. 


A GIFT 
OF GOOD FORTUNE 
FROM UMC 


Generous gifts await you at your nearest 
Nissan dealer in gratitude for Universal 
Motors’ Fortune Fifty Celebration. 


+ Big discounts on all models of the 
Nissan Frontier, Patrol and Urvan ~ 
up to P100,000 for cash purchases 


+ 0% interest on selected terms" 
$. Low, low downpayment at 10%" 
. Longer payment term at 6 years" 


Don’t miss this once in a lifetime offer. 


subject о bank approvat 


EWG Ford 
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tear on both its interior and exterior. Keep 
your car in the garage as much as possible to 
protect its look. 

* Stay on top of safety features. Nothing is 
more important than your cars ability to pro- 
tect both you and your passengers. Airbags, 
antilock breaks and any other additional safety 
features that you may have added to your car 
should be carefully checked on regular basis to 
ensure that in the event of an accident, they 
will perform their vital, lifesaving functions. 

* Make sure your car's interior and exte- 
rior are clean and organized. 3M's Car Care 
Cloth can help you take care of this. This ther- 
mo-bonded, nonwoven wiping cloth is de- 
signed for general cleaning operations inside 
and outside your car. The cloth absorbs nine 
times its dry weight so you don't have to wo 
ry about wringing it frequently. Ie is soft, flexi 
ble and easy to squeeze dry. It's also scratch- 
free so you don't have to worry about damag- 
ing your car's body or windshield. You can use 
it wet or dry. Keep one handy in your car for 

up jobs. 
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Manila sets similar show 4 а КОШО ы 


 cedes-Benz 320 "streamliner." 

By ses Ап; f the cars didn’t provide 

ponite enough entertainment, ати 

ers gave their utmost best in en- 

НЕ GLITZ and glamour of an international mo- ` Sips en 

tor show has an effect that echoes past the con- К brought down the house with 

fines of the exhibition hall. More often than not, фен Zones none Ин Дик. 

motor shows süch as those in Tokyo, Detroit and Ч ч show, while Toyota had a family 

Geneva are gauges of current and future market > Я a 

trends—places where car manufacturers take the main Highiighe tough i a Sub- 

pulse of the consumers and vice versa. And, for all the aru Impreza stunt show done by 

talk about the latest shebang that was launched in a Guinness Book of World Records. 

motor show half a world away, it's funny that South- A! holder for fastest parallel parker 
east Asia only has one world-renowned show: А Russ Swift, 


With the Singapore Motor 
Bangkok. Well, maybe two. Show already through as you 


read this, you'll have to wait an- 
With Bangkok fast becoming a including cars and motorbikes. I's other two years for the next one 
major center of car production in по question that when the exhibi- ready offerings. Chevrolet Corvette and SSR pick- Giving the motor show some toarrive, However, there's always 
the region, its no surprise that tion halls opened forthe 7th Singa- ^ There's no lacking in exotics up, Mazda RX-8, Nissan 350Z high-tech twists are some concept amore affordable alternative. For 
manufacturers such as Ford and роге Motor Show, only the best of this year with various examples, Roadster, Petter Solberg’s Subaru cars such as the Honda HSC Con- the first time ever, Manila will be 
Isum would show their latest the best would be exhibited. This some shown for the first time іп Impreza WRC and Honda 52000 cept, Saab 9-X, Suzuki C2 Con- hosting a motor show of its own 
wares there. However, what about year marks a milestone of sorts for the Asean market. Among the МКП as well as a preview of the cept, Toyota CS&S and Fine-N. with a similar scope and depth. 
the other car makes whose manu- the organizers of the Singapore highlights are the all-new Porsche upcoming Mitsubishi Evolution Аз high-tech as most showcas- Worldbex International will be 
facturing plants are still based in Motor Show with over a hundred Boxster and Carrera GT, Lam- IX and Colt MIVEC Turbo. es could be, Mercedes-Benz, a raising the curtains on the first. 
Europe, and whose clientele are exhibitors present. This year's borghini Murcielago Roadster, _ Family cars became the show’s first-time exhibitor decided to ever Manila Motor Show on April 
much more affluent? There's the theme, “Drive the Future” couldnt Maserati Quattroporte, Rolls- main come-on though, virtually turn back the clock with their col- 28mextyear 
‘Singapore Motor Show. have been more appropriate with Royce Phantom and 100ЕХ. transforming the exhibition hall lection of six museum-quality Interested parties who want to 
Ў 3 the presence of world-class con- into one giant showroom featur- classics dubbed "Shining Silver inquire about the Manila Motor 
Milestone for organizers cepts from the members of the Great cars ing the facelifted Honda CR-V Star Collection." Among them are Show may contact Worldbex In- 
Despite Singapore's diminutive Japanese Automobile Manufactur- Тһеге are also some great cars and Odyssey, all-new Nissan Ce- the 1886 Benz Patent Car, the ternational Inc. at (63-2) 531- 
size, the country commands a high er's Association (Jama) as well аз from east and west with the pres- firo and Latio, Chevrolet OptraS- 1924 28/95 hp—the first car 6374, 531-6350, 533-6988. 
market potential for luxury goods, sneak peek at future showroom- ence of the 7th generation door, Peugeot 307CC and 407SW. known as Mercedes, and the deci- Please look for Jill Ang. 


Gas-saving tips you need to know 


IT SEEMS that before current gas run and result in savings. Here's Name-brand gasis no betterthan prove your gas mileage. Liste 
prices сап go down, they will first how: discount gas. Cheaper is not infe- For every mile per hour over 55, 
go up, thanks to the uncertain + Lighten the load. More rior because all gas pass govem- you lose 2 percent in fuel econ 
uation in the Middle East. ‘weight in the car eats up more ment permits and standards. Go my. That means that if you get 30 
Motorists have cause to com- gas. Try to get your vehicle as for the cheapest station in town, mpg at 55, it drops 10 27 at 97 
plain, but then again, what can light as possible. Unload every- ° Buy the right grade. Unless kph and all the way down to 21 
they do? Unless the political for- thing from the trunk except spare your car specifically requires high- mpg at 70. 
tunes in that part of the world tire, jack and other safety equip- octane gas (check the manual), + Use overdrive. If your cars 
change drastically, fuel-bound ment. Don't use the trunk for buy regular gas. Using a higher, transmission has overdrive, use 
economies will just have to grin storage. The extra load in the more expensive grade than speci- it. It’s like the fourth gear and was. 
and bear it. Or cope with thesitu- trunk could be the equivalent fied will not really improve designed to conserve on fuel. 
ation by finding ways to reduce weight of another person, or mileage or protect your engine. * One-minute гше. Don'tak' 
consumption. morê! Unloading 50 to 200 * Gauge your speed. Travel low your engine to idle for longer 
SHOWN during the opening ceremonies are, from left, event Nomad Саг Mat by 3M, are pounds ofextra weight could pick steadily at the legal speed limit than one minute. If you're going 
organizer Carlo Montemayor, Jomari Yllana with son Andreand | madewithrevolutionaryloopsthat up an additional two to three and chances are, the traffic lights to stay in the same spot longer 
Jolo Revilla. г absorbs dust and spills so фе car's miles per gallon. will work to your advantage be- than that, you'll save fuel by turn- 
interior never gets wet or dirty. * Check the tires. The harder cause they're timed to match traf. ing off the engine 


Drive / gathers stars Helpful hints your engine has to work ro getthe fic flow. Increase your chances of — * Plan ahead. Do all your er- 
! i 


саг to and from destinations, the getting "green lights” all the way  rands at the same time. Plon 


ЗМ offers some helpful ideas more gas it's going to use. If tires and save on fuel. ahead so you take care ofall your 
at West, ale Center | from Mary Hunt of Everyday areimproperly inflated, theydont + Watch your speed. The errandsin one trip. 

Cheapskate, an online savings roll as easily as they should and speed at which you drive yourcar • Team up. Carpooling is 

В column, that will reduce gascon- create а drag. Check the owners has a huge effect on fuel con- something we must now take se- 

ONE of this year’s hottest Leon, Joey Marquez and | sumption and help motorists manual for proper inflation mea- sumption. Driving at 105 kph in- riously Instead of everyone in the 

events in the motoring world Aubrey Miles. cope with the tough times. sured in pounds per square inch stead of 88 kph can use upto 17 neighborhood driving to the 

recently kicked off at Westgate Guests also witnessed the | Nomad suggests that motorists (psi. Whenever you fill up, take percent more fuel. Use cruise same school or work area at the 

Center, a one-stop leisure com- launch ofthe first electric-pow- |, undertake various conservation the time to check all four tires and control whenever you can, espe- same time, form a group. This 

plexin Alabang. ered bikes and the exhibit of |. measures, no matter how small. inflate them if needed. cially on highways. By maintain- could be profitable in more ways 


Westgate's Drivel Celebrity leading auto paint and perfor- | “They will all add up in the long — * the cheapest gas. ing a steady speed, you will im- than one. 
Car Show gathered personali- mance shops. pide us) Pa eed foie 


tis from the Cane The vent formed part èf 4 * " 
ma ws Toyota sponsors MTV Asia Awards in 2005 
atwo-day showcase of cars,big Westgate Center is located at 


bikes and all kinds of cars and е comer of Commerce and = ай а i 
eas ЕТ об comme aer | TOD Лужа Motor Опр. Aavands (MAA) represents one In addition to the MAA, Toy- their passion for music. 


: (ТМС) has announced its contin. of the highest forms of recogni- ota also sponsors the Toyota These awards are another 

Those who displayed their Corporate City, Alabang. The | yed sponsorship of the MTV Asia tion for Asia's leading musical Classics, delivering genuine great opportunity for Toyota to 

most prized automobiles in- complexisopen from 7am.to-| - Awards, It is sponsoring the talents, and Toyota is proud to classical music performances reconfirm its commitment to- 

clude Jomari Yilana, Jolo Re- lam daily, For inquiries, call | awards in 2005. bea part ofthe development of across Asia. By supporting ward this region and contribute 

piles аас еше а de юе жан. Broadcast to over 180 mil. musical and youth culture in these events, Toyota aims to to its societies following its desire 
$ д lion homes, the MTV Asia theregion. share with the people of Asia to bea model corporate citizen. 


Jeep ‘virus’ in the Philippines 


THERE'S an incurable "virus" Organized by the Philippine Jeep tor Jo Ampil: "The restorers tell 
rolling across the country. Preservation Foundation, the oc- us it's like you're the king of the 
165 the kind that keeps its vic- casion gathered jeep enthusiasts" road when you're driving а vin- 
tim awake and anxious in the from diverse backgrounds and tage military jeep because it at- 
dead of night, hands quivering, professions, with only their devo- tracts everybody's attention. The 
and seeing visions of military tion for the jeep as the common problem is, you sometimes feel 
jeeps driving around in their denominator. They arrived from like a second-class citizen. You 
‘unadulterated splendor back in Pampanga, Cavite, Bulacan and are eclipsed by the jeep.” 
"World War Il. The condition is al- parts of Metro Manila via a mo- Because of his job, Ampil has 
leviated only as soon as the victim torcade aboard their gleaming also caught. the jeep “virus” and is 
sneaks into the garage and starts masterpieces. now into the same hobby himself. 
tinkering with a mountain of Later, after the agenda for the 2 
spare parts. Out of this heap of day had been properly dispensed Treasure hunting 
metal scraps will rise ал M38 ога with, the jeep comrades surveyed And look at how far jeep re- 
‘Willys МВ. each other's vehicles like kids in- storers’ passions take them. One 
The subject gets ап unex- specting each other's toys. Much jeep aficionado, Teng Agas, " : 
plained Ee to scour old ware- pee over chilled бета ‘of beer waxed romantic as he explained Non-profit group on promoting military jeep restora- mem epu 
houses in Cavite, Pampanga and and plates full of pulutan they > 0 through soure- A nonprofit organization affili- tion for leisure and profit, but as =ч а = mee l-el EE Y 
nearby towns for even the small- still talk about jeeps. No wonder spare parts: “It’s ated with various clubs of jeep more and more people expressed craft. In = ibe contin е 
est of screws, His conversations author Ambrosio Makalintal, lil uck man pursuing enthusiasts in Davao, Nueva Eci- their desire to sign up, however, Mean! олау bie pound for 
are peppered with the words chas- himself a certified jeep fanatic the woman of his dreams even ја, Ilocos Norte, Cebu, Bulacan the goal rook on loftier heights: the the и "s Уч 
sis, skid plate and clamp front. He and considered asoneofthefore- to the ends of the earth. You'll and Pampanga, PJPF was formed сошшу is now being groomed as Fort = nan ne bee ee 3 
considers the 1940s as the most most experts оп the subject, co- do anything, go anywhere, to to unify and accredit jeep afi- thejeep capital of Asia. «кр ا‎ [ed 
interesting period in history. Win- wrote a book titled “Jeep, Jeep, find her.” For the love.of a hard- cionados in the country. “We are banking on the fact Hopeful so TAE 
ning the war and driving the Jeep. These men seemed eager to-find screw no bigger than a — Apart from the beauty of get- that jeep restoration as a hobby is зое ia foes Se " 
Japanese away was only a sec- to discuss nothing else. 25-centavo coin, he and his four ting acquainted with fellow jeep gaining a cult following in the Ie н лаш 
ondary reason hes grateful to the “Miliary jeeps are war relics. friends had to search an unused lover from other places around country. Оп the surface, it may OT OF экш A 
US Army; foremost is the fact that Theyre part of the countrys color. pigpenin Pampanga after being фе country (and soon, from oth- seem just an ego-booster, to a. Sary of D POR REMO QUA. 
rs themükaryjeeps-ihe Ful history Restoring a jeep toits Upped off that it was used аза er countries as well), PJPP mem. tract attention, Buc in realty, the Jue е иы га 
forerunner of today’s ubiquitous old glorious self is like playing a dump for World War П stuff. bers—through the groups global passion runs deep,” said Rommel and Rommel B V iue 
PUJ—to Philippine soil Йан pee you feel ей as Some parts they got from an old connections—may also acquire Juan, eecutive director of PIPE, Чу he meen tt At 
If you've had a prolonged ex- everything falls into place. It rous- warehouse and a garage, and jeep equipment and spare pars — Juan, who isalso the vice presi- eph as s legacy. 
posure to people exhibiting these es deep pride in you, explained the rest they bought from MD that are otherwise difficult to ae- dent for marketing of MD Juan leftbythe MD Juan founder, |. 
Symptoms, you too could be af- Makalintal, who owns 12-14 of Juan. quire locally. Enterprises Inc, the only source The military jeep which Dk. 
flicted with...the Jeep “Virus.” these units at any one time. The group spent P250,000, in- ^ The organization also teaches іп Southeast Asia of historically Juan fell in love i iid 
And proud, they indeed are. cluding labor. Now,theyreselling new enthusiasts the ins and outs accurate, hard-to-find jeeps and World War Il endured be he 
Close encounters ‘These military jeeps are consid- the jeep to a Japanese client for of jeep restoration and helps replacement parts, bared at the est terrains and the rigors of wat. 
‘At the first-ever convention of егей rubbish of war, and the fact P600,000. It was worth all the them appraise which part of their convention that PJPF will soon be Today, men from all walks of ш 
their kind at the Double-Deck that Filipinos were able to restore trouble for a month's work, they jeep is original, how much linking up with international or- have come together. des 
RestoGrille on Ortigas Avenue, or recondition them is proof of seid. Indeed, aside from being a restoration work should bedone, ganizations of jeep enthusiasts. 10 honor a rich part of our her- 
the men, aged 21 to 75, declared the famed Pinoy ingenuity. fascinating pastime, jeep restora- andthe costs. ‘The intent is to promote its mem- itage and keep the faith in Pinoy 
undying love for their passion. Said MD Juan events coordina- tion can also be lucrative. PJPF had originally set its sights bers as an authority on jeep craftsmanship alive. 


WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 8, 2004 


THE TRAILBLAZER EXT's extended. 


wheelbase provides ample room for. 
seven passengers including driver. 


WHEN I FIRST heard about the 
Chevrolet Trailblazer (1 missed 
the press launch), I thought it 
was a pickup truck. Even my vis 
iting balikbayan brother from 
the United States remarked, 
"That's a truck!” when I told him 
1 would be test-driving the Trail- 
Blazer. 

How wrong we both were. The 
‘Trailblazer is a sport utility vehi- 
cle and, far from being trucklike, 
itoffers a ride as comfortable and 
as quiet as that of a big car. Ride 
comfort, in fact, is one of the out- 
standing qualities of the 2004 
Trailblazer, which was recently 
introduced by General Motors 
Philippines Inc. (GMPh). Chevro- 
Jet designed and built the Trail 
blazer in such a way that the cab- 
in and passengers are isolated 
from road noise caused by bumps 
and potholes. Aside from enjoy- 
ing quiet motoring, passengers 


position, 


Mendoza ‹ 


are not jolted by uneven road sur- 
faces as the Trailblazer literally 
floats over road bumps and pot- 
holes. 

Although the Trailblazer is 
classified as a midsize SUY, the 
model offered by GMPh—the 
seven-seater EXT version with an 
extended wheelbase—looks like 
a fullsize SUV, being 16 inches 
longer than the standard model. 
Оп the other hand, while the 
‘Trailblazer EXT. appears to be 
longer than the Ford Expedition 
and Nissan Patrol itis not as wide 
as either one. 


633 liters of cargo space are 
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Roomiest 

The extended wheelbase 
makes the EXT the roomiest mid- 
size SUV in the market since the 
rear seats are big enough to com- 
fortably accommodate two fully 
grown, well-fed adults—not only 
children or pygmies. Even with 
the rear seats in position, 663 
liters of cargo space are available 
behind, Moreover, the seatbacks 
of the second and third rows of 
seats can be folded forward in 
four different combinations to in- 
crease cargo space to as much as 
3,030 liters. 

With its seven-passenger seat- 
ing capacity, carlike ride, quiet in- 
terior and smooth 4-speed auto- 
matic transmission, could the 
‘Trailblazer EXT be mistaken for a 
minivan or soccer mom mobile? 
The answer is Definitely Not, es- 
pecially if you come face to face 
with the macho heft of the Trail- 


blazer or witness its powerful 
performance on the road. The 
‘Trailblazer is equipped with the 
Vortec 4.2-liter, 24-valve, inline 
six, 275 HP/6,000 rpm power- 
plant that has been chosen as one 
of the Ten Best Engines by Ward's 
Autoworld, the prestigious US 
motor engineering journal. The 
towing hooks at the back are not 
just for show, either: the Trail- 
blazers maximum pulling power 

measured at 373 М№т 
torque/3,600 rpm. 


Auto Trac 4WD 

Other features that distinguish 
the Trailblazer бот mini- 
vans/soccer mom mobiles are its 
Auto Trae 4WD, 17-inch wheels, 
skid plate and high-ground clear- 
ance—the EXT is 2.6 inches high- 
er than the standard model. The 
suspension — system——indepen- 
dent coil over shock with upper 


IN THE COCKPIT are dual zone aircon, 8-way power driver's seat, 
available. The cargo shell/cover is detachable and the rear and middle row cruise control, leather-wrapped sport steering wheel, six speaker 
of seats can be folded forward to increase cargo floor space to 3,030 liters. Bose audio system, a voice recorder and power everything. 
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The 
Trailblazer 
isasport 
utility 
vehicle and, 
far from 
being 
trucklike, it 
offers a ride 
as 
comfortable 
and as quiet 
asthatofa 


THE TRAILBLAZER'S Vortec 4200 straight six engine smoothly and 
quietly delivers 275 HP/6000 rpm and 373 N-m/3600 rpm max torque. 


and lower control arms up front 
and five-link with coil springs at 
the rear—and a front stabilizer 
bar provide the cushy ride that is 
а cruising characteristic of big 
‘American SUVS. 2 

However, although the Vortec 
4200 straight six engine performs 
smoothly and quietly with excel- 
lent linear delivery, it is ham- 
pered by the EXT's 2247-kg curb 
weight. Quick acceleration and 
sporty handling are mot that 
achievable in a Vortec 4200-pow- 
ered Trailblazer EXT. For these 
driving thrills, you'll need the ad- 
ditional power supplied by the 
5.3-liter V-8 engine option, but 
this is available only in the United 
States. 


Compensated 

The EXT's lack of agility is com- 
pensated somewhat by the crea 
ture comforts of its passenger 
cabin: dual zone aircon, 8-way 
power driver's seat, cruise con- 
trol, tiltcadjustable steering col- 
umn, leather-wrapped sport 
steering wheel, sixspeaker 
AM/FM stereo with CD/cassette 
player, a built-in voice recorder, 
power windows with express 


Picanto: Kia’s runaway bestseller 


‘THE CAR that is eliciting a second. 
look at parking lots and wowing 
them in showrooms is not your 
sleek, macho-looking SUV but re- 
ally а diminutive, whit of a 
саг ће Kia Picanto, Undoubted- 
ly Kia's runaway bestseller this 
year, the Picanto is hot, so hot in 
fact that no sooner than a unit is 
displayed on the platform and it 
is already spoken for by the end 
ofthe day! 

Felix J. Mabilog м, 
Columbian Autocar Corp. (САС) 
executive vice president and 
СОО is quite elated. “We've real- 
ly not expected the public recep- 
tion to be this much. What we do 
know is that when we introduce 
the Picanto, we will have one sal- 
able car that can run abreast 


D 
HOW the side of the Picanto looks. 


with some of the better-selling 
sedans now available on the 
market," he says. "But to expect 
something like this is over- 
whelming. Not during a fiscal 
crisis," Mabilog adds. 


Soft launch 

САС initially brought ín 150 
units of the Picanto in September 
for its soft launch. These units 
were sold out in less than two 
weeks. It was also noted that cus- 
tomers were lining up in the 
showrooms to make reservations 
even before CAC could place а 
single ad in the newspapers or 
make a formal launch. 

The key to Picanto's runaway 
charm and attraction is its lean 
price tag. At a little over 


а асалода E] 


P300,000, it is without doubt 
the chenpest sedan in the mar- 
ket today, Its 1.1-liter gasoline 
EFI 12-valve, 4 cylinder engine 
also promises to deliver 
sporty and dynamic per- 
formance and excellent 

fuel economy—about 26 
kilometers to a liter of gas 

No car model available in its 
range comes close in fuel sav- 
ings, especially ага time when 
fuel prices are escalating. 


Impressive car 

“We have in the Picanto a 
really impressive сар" Ma- 
bilog says. "Is compact de- 
sign and style sensibilities 
appeal to young, active con- 
sumers. Startup families 
will enjoy the flexibility with 
which the саг can be used to 
fulfill a variety of needs. The 
Picanto can be an office car, a 


shopping car and a party car, , X 


with plenty of room to spare,” 
Mabilog continues. 

‘The Picanto showcases conve- 
nient fearures such as power 
steering and air-conditioner with 
micro air filter. It has a rear seat 
with double folding capacity, a 
door map pocket, а two-layer 
glove box, luggage under floor 
tray, cup holder, cell phone tray 
and ashtray, Pieanto's roominess 


allows luggage and other person- 
al belongings tobe fitted in easily 
and conveniently. 

The multipurpose vehicle 
(MPV) functionality and styling 
of the Picanto Is based on the de- 
sign theme created by the Kia Eur 


rope design team: fun and excit- 
ing, young and modern, and yet 
stable and trustworthy. 


Safety features 
The Picanto has also benefited 
from the meticulous attention of 


down, power outlets, assist han- 
dles, coat hooks and deep tint 
glass. A full complement of safety 
features is standard, including 
two SRS airbags, 4-wheel disc 
brakes with ABS and power as- 
sist, 3-point seatbelts for all seat- 
ing positions, halogen headlights, 
og lamps, daytime running 
lights, security system with side 
guard door beams and remote 
keyless entry. GMPh claims that 
the US National Highway Safety 
Administration has given the EXT 
its highest S-star safety rating. 

In the last analysis, the Trail- 
blazer's major edge over its seven- 
seater rivals is its price: 
P2095000—up by P100,000 
from its introductory P1,995,000. 
price—but still lower than the V6 
Ford Explorer (P2,295,000) and 
the 3.8-liter gasoline Mitsubishi 
Pajero (P2,950,000). With this 
price incentive, you should soon 
see more Trailblazers on the road, 

TODAY'S BUMPER STICKER: 
Governments philosophy: If it 
ain't broke, fix it tillit is 

(E-mail comments to asevil- 
la@inquirercom.ph) 


TWO Picantos 
with diferent 
hues 


Motors to safety; 
something that is often 
overlooked. 

А comprehensive sys- 
tem comprises a ser of 
safety items such as ul- 
trahigh tensile steel 
beams that provide an 
extra margin of safety 

4 «against side impacts, rein- 
forced front and rear 

“bumpers, child safety locks on 

the rear doors and three-point 

seatbelts, These point to Kia's 
state of technology safety engi 
neering. 

тһе Picanto is available in 
eight youthful and vibrant col- 
ors—clear white, lemon yellow, 
orange, scarlet red, liquid silver, 
blue diamond, samba green and 
cobalt blue—at all Kia dealers na- 
tionwide. 
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Want a car that suits your needs? 


h 


E i7 When it comes to 

Ned buying the car of your 

dreams, there aro often more questions than outright 
answers. Does this car suit my lifestyle, my family, 
or my budget? The people behind BDO Auto Loan 
would like to find ways to create value for your 
driving needs — and here are a few we've found: 


+ Consider your Finances. On top of tha dova payment, expect 
To pay forthe car's chattel mortgage, insurance, documentary 
stamps, and registration fees, among others, Read the fine print 
very carefully — or ese youl be in fora nasty shock. 


* Find the Right Source. Shop around and compare vehicles 
and prices, to make sure that you get the best deal valable. 
Dont just visit indvidual car showrooms; ook through magazines, 
newspapers, and the intarnet to find the information you need. 
If you can find a car financing serves that offers you vehicle 
sourcing advice, then all the bettar ~ and all the easier! 


+ Check tho Aftor-Sales Service. It may be tough at first, but 
i pays to be pesky Inquisitive about your new car's maintenance 


and after sales service. Investigate everything — from your 
dealer's maintenence and repair policies, to their facilities and 
parts availability. 


* Check the Gas Gauge. Get value at tha gas pump — with 
today's rising gas prices, fuel eficient automobiles ore the way 
to go. Ask owners of the car model yore considering - sea i 
you can learn about the car's performance based on their 
roar noes, Educate yoursel row, avoid the pain at the gas 
tank later 


+ бега Test Drive Done. Get the feel of the car beore you 
decide you want to know fit suits your as well 
эз the Hile extras you want is the cup holder the ight sies). 
+ Got the BEST deal availabe. Look around — there's sure to 
be a package that suts your budget, no mater how sim Your 
rends and relatives moy have their own opinions Rest assured, 
You don't have to look far ВОО Supercharged Auto Loan offers 
You the best deal youl ever fnd! 


BDO Auto Loans ets you buy your car today — and put aff your 
fist amortization sixty days after loan release! Imagine the relef 


youl get precious time for your finances to recover, just in 
‘ime for the coming Christmas holidays! 


Хол also get as much as P10,000 worth of free gas — awondoríul 
relief from today’s rising gas prices. ts lite having as much 
than seven full tanks for free — you wont even feel the Christmas 
crunch with this unique offer! On top of ай thet, you also get 
э FREE BDO Shop More MasterCard to help wil your shopping, 


Get your dream car - get going to BDO! 


ust visit any BDO branch in Metro Manila to apply for a loan, 
‘or visit your auto desler to be part of BDO's Supercharged ойе 


Meeting your needs — and того. 


What's behind all the bonuses? Call it our commitment to our 
mumber one customer: you. “Our goal is to give ош customers 
тога relevant and meaningful offers,” says Anna Uy-Yap, VP à 
Marketing Heed for B00 Consumer Lending. "We found out that, 
on top of giving them low rates, fast turnaround time and 
convenience, a lot of customers are looking for financial ПЕН" 
The result, says Ms. Yap, was the BDO Supercharged Auto Loan. 


alized sí 


The Auto Loan that 
lets you pay your first 


amortization 60 days later — 


PLUS 


uto dreams 


gets you free gas! 


Wan 
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"With gas pricas going up... customers would rather got frao" 
gas than car gadgets and accessories." $ 
The challenge has increased for BDO in the past few years, says 

Antonio Pena, VP & Head of Auto Loans Department. 

“Customers... want to have the best deals available in financing. 

With BDO Auto Loans, we can give them good rates, good 

Serie and good desis, We can evon һар them ашса fheir. 

vehicles.” 


Expect more from Banco de Oral 

“Expect us to give you value for money,” declares Rolando C. 
Tanchanco, EVP 8 Consumer Lending Head of Banco De Oro, 
“We wil strive to give the best deals to our customers — not" 
just in auto loans, but in our other consumer loan products as 
well. We wil find ways to keep our customers happy and give 
them the best financing deals.” 


With this level of passionate service to the customer, how can. 
you expect anything less? 


Yamaha 
introduces 
first solo 


bike model 


By Alex Pal 


anl 


PDI Visayas Bureau 
UMAGUETE CITY—Yama- 
ha recently launched its 


D first solo bike model which 


it hopes would propel it back to the 
country’s top slot in motorcycle 
distribution, a position it had held 
for 32 consecutive years. 


1 Hybrid automatic 

F The Yamaha Mio, a hybrid automatic that 
j| promises to elevate the standards of a smooth 
and comfortable ride, was launched in Du- 
Й maguere City—dubbed as “the Motorcycle 
Ў Capital of the Philippines"—in ceremonies 
held to coincide with the city's 56th charter 
anniversary. 

"The Mio has a 115 ec engine with the pow- 
er of a 125 cc while promising an economical 
range of up to 58 kilometers per liter under 
ideal conditions,” said Angel Fararons, Norkis 
Yamaha's marketing manager for the Visayas 
and Mindanao. 

The Mio is driven by the V-belt, used by big 
bikes like the Harley Davidson, while its Con- 
tinuous Variable Transmission (CVT) uses the 
same technology as the one used in automatic 
cars. 

But potential buyers who marvel at the 
bike's many personalized variations will find 
that they will have to shell out twice more 
than the price of China-made motorcycles, 
which have already flooded the domestic 
market. The Mio's introductory price is 
P64,000. 


Optimism 

Fararons, however, said Norkis Yamaha is 
optimistic that the Mio will make its mark 
Dumaguete, which motorcycle manufacturers 
regard as No. 1 in solo use motorcycle sales. 

“There is a 15-20 percent growth potential 
for motorcycle demand in Dumaguete each 
year? Fararons said, as he revealed that the lo- 
cal Land Transportation Office registers at least 
350 brand-new motorcycles every month. 

“The number could go up to as high as 450 
units a month after a good crop harvest or 
during the first semester of each school year, 
as dealers target the student population aged 
15-17," he said. 

Fararons attributed che high sales of motor- 
cycles in Dumaguete to the nearness of desti: 
mations and a supportive local government 
unit, which provides for specific parking areas 
for motorcycles. 

The Philippines sells about 300,000 motor- 
cycles each year, which is still low compared 
то neighboring countries Vietnam (750,000) 
and Thailand (1 million). 
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PLAQUE UNVEILING 

Prince Andrew (right), United 
Kingdom's special representative for 
international trade and investment, 
leads last week's unveiling of a 
commemorative plaque marking the 
formal opening of Jaguar-Land Rover 
Ortigas showroom in Pasig City. Не is 
assisted by Jaguar-Land Rover 
Philippines president and chair 
‘Wellington Soong. 
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For leaded ota нии 
Textus your feedback: | 
Inquirer Mo nareefany/message to. UNDERARMS. 
307 (Gite) or 283 (arar) ` 
Cal tà Feci Care 
Editor Chelo Banal-Formoso ЖА Contr tor 


Chief of Correspondents Pam Pastor 8929225 
€— 


‘ou asked us to help have stories on the recent visits of 
you redecorate Joshua Payneand The Barbs, 
your room, so we inspire you, we have anarti- 


г cle on the Galing Pilipino Move- 

sent some fab designers пед. а group devored to em. 

from PSID to lend you a powering the Filipino youth. 

hand. We'll also tell you how you can 
Your wardrobe needed an up- be part of our Christmas and 

date, so Raya Mananquil and yearend specials. 

Corey Wills took you on a shop- — Ап since we're sure that you 

ping spree, thanks to Citibank. want to give a little of yourself to 
You said you needed to relax. the victims ofthe recent typhoons * 

We gave you fifty Chocolate that struck our nation, we've list- 

Lovers Body Scrub treatments ed ways by which you can help. 

Fom Pinnacle HealthpointeSpa, Because 2ЫЛ reader your 
Tes potluck season so were wish is our command. 

arming you with great recipes to 

make your friends mouths water. _ For more wishes, e-mail us at 


The Big Day is still a couple of weeks away, but we want To keep you entertained, we Ls 2bu@inquirercom.ph, 


you to know how much we care about you 


Makeover 
magic! 


he Philippine . E 
' | “School of menor intrepid PSID 
Design and 2bu! 
held a contest last month. students, three 
for readers who wanted 
to get their personal 
spaces jazzed up for free. 
Nearly a hundred applications 


flooded our inbox, everyone their wish to have 
pleading for an overhaul. Three. 
winners were eventually named: D 
Papuz Apolinario, Erie Anacay their personal 
and Jun Ongteco. 
Here, we present how three 
bands of creative PSID sudenss SPACE overhauled 
transformed the bedrooms of the 
lucky three from drab to total 
fab for free 


lucky chaps got 


My room's a total mess,” wrestle with her Ej | SEAR 
22-year-old Papuz Apoli- space—Leanore Lee, Eunice £ + 
|, Ong and David Yu—were al- 
è soin their early 205. If they 
room, so some of their old were shocked at the disar- 
stuff are still here and Inev- ray they barely showed it. 
er really got the time to аг Рари is a basketball fa- 
natie, which explains why 
there were about three 
stash their things here, so clocks on the walls with the 
the room just got tinier and sporr’s logo all over and why 
tinier as the knickknacksbe- there were more than а 
gan to pile up and add tomy dozen posters of anything 
belongings.” basketball-related plastered 
‘The team assigned to’ curre D2 
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mr 
work areas 


EUNICE, Papur 
and Lea 


-4l 


оп every available space. Hey, the giri 
adores the game! 

Group leader Lea Lee summed up the 
challenge. “There was a lot of clutter and 
the paint on the walls were starting to 
peel off. The colors were also a bit mis- 
matched. Before the makeover, the room 
looked more like a work area than a bed- 
room. A lot of stuff definitely had to go." 

After nearly a week of paint jobs, rear- 
rangements and junk evictions, the room 
looked totally new—wider and more 
inviting! The walls have been painted 
cooler shades of blüe and green, and 
some of the previously unnoticed spaces 
are now accessible storage areas. Bravo! 


Fab Finds: 

2 pcs Velour throw pillows: light green, 
Р279.75 

2 pcs Velour throw pillows: light blue, 
Р279.75 

4 sels АВО Curtain Linen Button; mid- 
diength panel drapes, linen; P 799.75. 

2 sets ARQ glass curtains; full length, 
P899.75 

1 set belge mini blinds; 607 x 50", P599.75 
1 set beige mini blinds; 54" x 50", P549.75 
2 pcs Bright Ideas candles, P259.75 

2 pcs Fantasy lamp, P289.75 

4 units Chenille bath mat; Target design. 
P369.75 

2 units Gaylen cabinet, P795 

1 unit Sax CD/DVD Tower, P995 

Ай items are available at Our Home, SM 
Megamall; Paint by Boysen 
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{ BEFORE. This space is begging Сы 
F foran overhaul, TE S 


i 


Weder 
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AFTER. This isa room 
for romance and 
relaxation. 


BEFORE, Functional but way 


too crowded 


-T 
EJ 


GREAT FINDS. Aries 3-layer 
Bookcase, P1,295. Deacon 
drawer Night Table, P2, 
Available at Our Home 


When Jun and Ima Ongteco married and decid- 
ed to tum Jun's room into something fit for a 
family they thought of transforming his bache- 
lors space into something more zen-iike. 

А couple of paint jobs were expected to cre- 
ate that cool, serene ambiance, but the growing 
pile of knickinacks at odd sections of the room 
eventually defeated the goal of simplicity. 

When baby Raphie came, the extra furni- 
ture started to add to the already cluttered 
space. The crib added to the multiplying box- 
es of shoes, books and toys, which had turned 
themselves into little hills of junk. 

PSID students Joby Belmonte, Marie Ching- 
Imperial, Alan Pascua and Janet Dyquiatco-To 
rio clearly had a lot of work in their hands. 

"The room had the workings of a bachelor’s 
pad made odd-looking by а number of kids’ 
stuff. So the group did away with the posters on 
the walls which screamed ‘the bachelor days’ 
and rearranged the furniture to create more 
space to move," team leader and PSID student 
council president Joby Belmonte explained. 

Raphie was eventually transferred to his 
own nursery, so the group was given more 
floor space to work with. 

A few days after, Jun and Ima's room had 
been magically converted from a cramped 
family area into a master suite that could give 
hotel decorators a run for their money! 


Fab finds: 

Aries 3-layer Bock Case, P 1,295 

Deacon 3-drawer Night Table, P2,795 

АВО Congo Paprika Banded Buttoned Panel 
Drapes, P 1,499.75. 

Kirsch Wood Pole 72" (ARQ), P 1,099.75 
Kirsch Decorative Finials (ARQ), Р 499.75 
Kirsch Pole Brackets (ARQ), Р599.75 
Comforter by Canadian (Color Alternatives һу 
Dots & Stripes), P3,349.75 

Ай Пет are available at Our Home, SM Mega- 
‘mall; Paint by Boysen 

Contact details: ness_doctor@yahoo.com; 0917- 
9188570 
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ARQ Congo Paprika Banded 
Buttoned Panel Drapes, 
P1,499.75, Kirsch Wood Pole 
725,1,099.25, Kirsch 
Decorative Finials, P499.75, 
Kirsch Pole Brackets, P599.75. 
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THEIRS stood out from hundreds d 
E › get exclusive access to 

Papuz Apolinario listed reasons why her ^ i A ,j mtv award shows & events 
room deserved a makeover: t à locally and internationally 

“Disorganized. That would be the best wor + enjoy over 50 . 
to describe it. Every time I try to fix it, the di : discounts & privileges 
ference I make is always barely noticeable. ipie ден 

“Stuffed, It is—literally! Half of the things Т Portesio + Novo «Per Ser» 
in my room are probably junk, like the very 
old computer or purchases that I don't even 
remember making. Even the bed hardly has j Я 1 {. Se Coto Koms con Colour н. 
space forme to sleep on. жаачы уана: жиын 

"Jurassic. When it comes to style—especial- Pape ip чод 
ly the walls. This is probably because 1 live in 
my grandparents’ house. 

“Challenging. Giving my room a makeover 
will require really creative minds to complete- 
ly give ita new look. Thave always wanted to 
have a thematic room but have never seen it 
happen. 

“Luck. I'm trying mine... Just like what was 
mentioned in the ad, fairy godmothers, make 
my wish come true!” 

We liked the wit, the photos were challeng- 
ing and so Papuz's fairy godparents heeded 
her call. 

Eric Anacay summoned his creative powers 
and made a very entertaining Powerpoint 
presentation that grabbed us and refused to 
let go. 

Richie Otengco wrote to us, asking us to 
give his brother and sister-in-law a hand in 
making more space for their growing family. 

“Td like to surprise my brother and his fam- 
ily through this once-in-a-lifetime opportuni- 
ty to have their room undergo a rebirth. Now 
that there have been new additional family 
members in the house, his room is starting to 
get filled up by all kinds of of things. When we 
first moved in, we had comics, toys and CDs. 

Now we have his wife's stuff, shoes, maga- 
zines and of course, the baby stuff.” 

“The design challenge would be for the 4821 
room to have space for mobility and to have NR 
some storage or shelving system for the stuff ENES 
to have its proper place—an area for the baby RAVENS 
stuff, the TV, and a small niche for the PC so 
they can do officework while looking after the 
baby.” 

Because Richie is such a sweet brother, we a 
waved our magic wand and did what we creBit card 
could to improve Jun and Ima Otengcosliv Ё 3 table card 
ing space. 


Business Meeting 


Dinner Date 


NSD 


Weekend Get together 
DRESS socks 


It pays to own one. 


Happy bachêler ıı... 


Fab finds: 

Shalicia sofa bed with piping blue 
and khaki 31 % x51 У, P8,295 
Side table; Gaylen Cabinet with 2 


BECAUSE computer program- Since the unit was only The original murky green 
mer Eric Anacay really lives in about 20sqm, it was important wall color had to go in favor or 
Laguna, it was no surprise to that Eric's bed could be tucked softer hues of blue and green, 
Lenny Ang, Chico Cristobal, Mel away easily should he have to give the room a more relax- oor, Wenge, P798 
Cardino and Jenneth Sy to find guests around. The group de- ing ambience. And because Er- Ares rug, Crema/Blue Design, 
his weekday studio unit practi- cided to get rid of Eric's airmat- ic's unit was practically a bach- 22795 ; 
cally empty, save for a small re- tress, which took up a lot of elors pad, the room needed to Picture frame, P169.75 
frigerator, a mattress and a cof- space, and replaced itwithaso- have four things: a sleeping 2 pcs Plump and Snooze throw pil- 
feetable. area, a dining table, a small ows in camel, P 279.75 
kitchen and a place to entertain 3 pcs Plump and Snooze throw pil- 
friends. о, ао У 2795 

The first thing one would no- Carrington reg folding hamper in 
tice upon entering the place was black P359.75 
the kitchen. To remedy this, the Capriccio vase n yellow, P469.75 
team moved Erics bulky closet Capriccio vase in green, P 519.75 
nearer the kitchen sink to block Capriccio vase in blue, P549.75 
off its view from the main hall. Tab curtain canvas, 56" W x86", 
way. The sofa bed was placed P899.75 » 
againstthewallnearthedoor, o 2 PCS Chambray with buttons, 17 
give it more space when X17 P3497 
e 2pos Blue shade square box yp, 

x22", 

кы pes sna seb 


s P249.75 
such as араз. throw pillows, Curtain rod with brackets, 2900 
vases and an area TUE were A items are available at Our 
added, giving the room а Home, SM Megamall; Paint by 
homey, cozy atmosphere. Boysen 


Text by Vanessa Arellano Doctor 
2ЫЛ Correspondent 
Photos by [im Guiao Punzalan 


WO 2bU! readers last week 
went home with an armload 
of goodies after Citibank 
Clear Visa Mini awarded them 
P5,000 each to have a shopping 
„В spree at the Edsa Shangri-La Mall. 
WHO'S the ‘Twenty-three-year-old Cedric Ira Aquino 
ЧАИ, and 26-yearold Chi Arao, assisted by top 
models and product endorsers Corey Wills 
and Raya Mananquil, experienced the pur- 
chasing power held by the Citibank Clear Visa 
Mini as they raided Adidas, Carbon, Kickers, 
Planet Reebok, Time Depot, Blue Kitchen, 
Bayo and Replay just to name a few. 

Chi and Cedric were chosen from a number. 
of "Why I Want A Fashion Makeover" e-mail 
entries received from Nov. 10-24. The shop- 
ping spree kicked off with a hearty lunch at 
Café Provencal, followed by the trips to the 
stores. Raya and Corey helped the winners 
pick out new outfits for casual and party wear, 

TOO MANY TR all of which were paid through Raya's Clear 
clothes, so little 


Citibank 
Clear Visa 


Mini assists $ 


the fashion 
makeover 
of two fun 


individuals 
i 
THONG SONG. 
The girls 
both go for 


comfortable 
footwear, 


BEST COPY AVAILABLE! 


neth Sy, Mel Cardino and Chico 


NOKIA 


wmunoklacomph 
CONNECTING PEOPLE 


Bold is Stunning 


NOKIA 
7260 


Intense. Striking. 


+ Built-in Camera 
+ Video Recorder & Player 

+ Built-in Stereo FM Radio 

* Clothes & Shoe Size Converter 
* 65,536 Color Screen 

= Tri-band 


Uncover My Secrets 


= Built-in Camera , 
* Unique Nav-spinner™ 

* Built-in Stereo FM Radio 
= Quick side 

* Pulsating Light 

* Video & Audio Streaming 
* Bluetooth 

e Tri-band 

* 65,536 Color Screen 


Js an assurance of quati, porchase aniy Irom suorized Hokia Dealers. For inquiries, call the Nokia Careline at (02) 006-1234. 
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RAYAhelps Chi 
with her skirt. 


‘SHOE SHOPPING. 
The wide range of 
styles leave Cedric 
and Corey undecided, 


From page D4 


Card Mini. 

At the end of the day, Chi was able to walk 
away with a pair of pants from Bayo, a funky 
skirt, four tops and two new pairs of shoes. 
Meanwhile, Cedric happily took home а new 
trucker shirt, an Adidas jersey, a pair of jeans, 
a sporty cap and a bottle of his favorite de- | Г д 5 
signer perfume. Ete E Р ў CHiand Raya 

Citibank Clear Visa mini is the first of its 3 d sam. rummage 
size in the country. Even with its relatively through the 
minute 40 x 60 mm frame, users still enjoy all 
the perks and privileges that come with the 
regular-sized cards. А small hole at the bot- 
tom left side allows for convenience and ease 
of carriage, as it can be slipped into a key 
chain, a mobile phone or any other carry- 
along. 

‘With nearly all lifestyle gadgets moving to- 
ward compactness and additional functional- 
ity, the Clear Visa Mini completes the need of. 
a fast-moving, thrill-seeking generation. 


Apply for a Clear Visa Mini before Jan. 31, 
2005, and get a chance to win a Samsung МРЗ 
player. See promo ads for details. 


s Email the author at ness_doctor@ya- 
CHI poses in 1 hoo.com 

front ofS, stilla lot of 
опе of the day's Ig f и 
stops. A я be dor 


DOWN, DOWN, 
DOWN. There's 


Selfless Giles 


By Pam Pastor. What was 


OPEN my closet and supposed tobe 
t never takes me 
5 more than five min- another contest 

Mercier heal utes to decide which d 
een polo to wear because І turned into 
v Ht tope з only have three,” Giles d 
Aquino wrote in his alessonin 
blog. 

After reading this, a fiend generosity 
of Giles decided to join 2bU! 
and Citibank’s makeover pro- on his family. When one broth- 
moinbehalfofGiles."Im writ er graduated, Giles’ gift for 
ing to you not because of me him was the new mobile phone 
but because of our friend. Heis he's always wanted. He takes 
selfless, loving, generous and his mom out for shopping and 
he sacrifices his own needs and salon treatments. 
puts his family's needs first" We called Giles one after- , 
the friend wrote in his entry. If noon and informed him that || 
he won, the shopping spree he won. i 
was intended to become an НБ response was unexpect- 
early Christmas gift for Giles. ей, “Uhh, puwede yung kapatid || 

And Giles certainly deserves Ко na lang?" 4 
an early Christmas gift. Although surprised, ме, 

“Si Giles, napakabait na ba- agreed. Giles had willingly | 
ta,” his mom says proudly. passed on his shopping spree «| 
z 2 "Tinitipid niya ang sarili niya to his younger brother, Cedric. ‘| 
2 CEDRIC (left) É it pero kami ng mga kapatid niya The makeover wos sup- 
j| and Corey А hindi." posed to be а gift for the read- | 
pause to pose | В 2 He works hard and saves ers, but Giles ended up giving 
forthecamera. |... E what he earns, splurging only us so much more, 
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THEY come in leather, metal, 
plastic, and rubber. Present- 
day watches do more than 
just tell time, they have be- 
come these high-tech mini 
gadgets and fashion acces- 
sories that say-wrist power! 

Power brands such as Nike, Diesel, 
Kenneth Cole, Lacoste, Fossil, and 
DKNY have ventured into this trend 
by designing stylish timepieces for 
sports, casual and formal wear that fit 
their brand image. 

Under the sportswear giant Nike, 
intricate features for workout and 
athletic training were incorporated їп 
designs under the Monitoring, Imara, 
and Oregon lines. Presto and D-Line 
are simpler, but retain lines and col- 


ors that are hip to wear than your 
usual sports watch. 

Fashion icons Diesel, DKNY, 1а- 
coste, and Fossil watches make use 
of leather, metal and rubber, and 
sometimes mix two materials for 
more unconventional and unique 
shapes. A wide range of style is 
available that would suit most 
tastes and personalities. Their ana- 
log timepieces feature distinctive 
face designs while digital watches 
are marked with innovative displays 
showing the time and date. 

Kenneth Cole and Reaction lines 
are both classic and inventive. Using 
а mix of metal, textile and leather, it 
achieves designs that would satisfy 
the conservative to the adventurous 
‘watch wearer. 
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All watch brands are available at L 
Time Studio, a store with a unique 
Concept in watch retail. It evolves 
with the present consumer mindset of 
lifestyle shopping, with emphasis on 
fashion, sports and technology-cen- 
tered timepieces. 

L'rime Studio branches are located 
in Shangri-La Plaza, SM Megamall, 
Robinsons Galleria, Alabang Town 
Center, Festival Mall, SM Pampanga, 
SM Bicutan, SM Baguio, SM Depart- 
ment Store in Makati, and the newest 
addition at the Power Plant mall in 
Rockwell, Makati. The company is al- 
so set to open three more stores at the 
Robinsons Mall in Pioneer, Market! 
Market!, Fort Bonifacio Global City; 
and Limketkai Mall in the province of 
Cagayan de Oro. 


The Need to 
Exceed and 
Succeed 


Every parent nurtures high 
hopes and big dreams for their children 
right from the time they are bom. Moms 
and Dads want them o be and do and have 
the best, They want their children to excel 
in everything and exceed all expectations, 
even in eight Parents are proud when thair 
teenagers grow taller than they. An above- 
average height is often regarded as a tribute 
то the parens" excellent care, providing 
their kids with the right diet and the right 
multivitamins, Some even perceive height 
ло be a factor that can contribute 1o the 
eventual success of their sons and daughien. 
in their jobs and careers, They may be 
right! 


Research links height to 
career success 


A Rescarches huve indicated that 
there is a definite advantage to being tall, 
particularly for teenagers. In the study 
conducted by three highly respected 
American economists ("The Effect of 
‘Adolescent Experience on Labor Market 
Омсорез: The Case of Height” by Nicola 
Persigg and Andrew Postlewaite of the 
University of Pennsylvania and Dan 
Silverman ofthe University of Michigan, 
it was "found that 
‘earings advantage in the workplace" It 
showed that an individual's height affects 
his or her ability 10 rise easily up the 
corporate ladder within an organization. 
"They uncovered evidence to bolster their 
theory that high school teenagers who are 
‘of above-average height develop greater 
self-esteem and readily tke on leadership 
roles. Feeling looked up to, literally and 
Проте, these tall teenagers would very 
likely сапу this self-confidence into their 


sing tall confers an 


al years when hey prse their careers 
Make the most of the 
puberty years 

The sudy affirms the 
imponance of making the most ofa child's 
puberty years. Puberty 
тике! by rapid growth spurts and physical 
changes. The ptr years - which usuliy 

Sor 
12 ог 13 eom old for boys up to the ре 
of 22 generally for b 
increase inthe amount of calories and 
nutrients neoded, as well as remarkable 
roh spurs in high 

Realizing this. Tynor Drug 
oss, one ofthe country's irstall-Fiipine 
phaomceuical companies, wns the fist lo 
develop in 1998 а food supplement with 
multivitamins especialy for teenagers 
Cherie РОМ, with Chlorella Oro 

ror CGE. Through the years, Chenier 
has become оці brand io the 
соу. ln fst Chr Syrup wil Taurine 
Ч CGF for toddlers and young kids is 
widely prescribed by редкицейь and 
Family doctors, s well-balanced frm 
provides proper nutritional support for 
eive growing hildrum, mrengthens the 
immunity system, and helps promote weight 
fod eight gam. A» kids reach their 
adolescence, though, their nutritional 
requirements change То medi thes 
requirements, Tynor developed Cherifer 
РОМ. "РОМ" stands for Рета Growth 
Maximize. 

By is very name, Сей POM 
helps ensure that these kids not only get 
the ll share oftheir nutrient гоигешепь 
during their growth spurt years, Бш also 
helps ela 
height potential because i contains 
Chlor Grova Factor (CGF). Cherifer 
POM міз only herd, cones 
Chloe Growth Factor. fsexmohdmry 
ingredient has à remarkable ability to 
limites roth and promote height 
inecese, according to n child's genetic 
potential, without causing unnecessary 
їн gain or adverse side effects 

Wian adequately proper diet 
sed Cherifr РОМ, тарот can МПИ the 
need to exceed their average height 
'expociations and have greater confidence 
io succeed in whatever tay want todo 


a oritcal stage 


vce and even maximize their 


gu 


Who wants to be average when you can be taller? 


Yes, taller! With Cherifer РСМ: 


Cherifer PG 
between 10 to 


4 is the multivitamins formulated specially for those of vou 
2 years old! It provides the right amounts of vitamins and minerals 


to meet your RDA (Required Daily Allowance). What's more, it contains 


Chlorella Growth Factor(C 


DO YOU MEASURE 


you can reach your full height potential! 


- a concentrated natural protein that enables you 


to reach your maximum height potential. It's no wonder doctors recommend 


Cherifer PGM as the multivitamins for 


growing teenagers like you. 


Want to measure up to your potential? With the proper diet and Cherifer PGM everyday 
you can be all and as tall as you can be! Because height matters? 


Consult your family doctor and ask him about Cherifer PCM, 


Pubertat Growth Maxime 


**The IMS surveys indicate that Cheriter POM 


is ће most pres 


YOUR OWN RULES. 


WHEN YOU CAN BE 
ANYWHERE IN THE WORLD, 


IT'S A PRIVILEGE 
JUST TO BE HOME. 


Globe PLATINUM presents 15% ticket discount, exclusively 
for Globe Platinum members. 
L E A., S А L О N С А GlobePlatinum is proud to bring home the voice that captivated the world. 


Just present your Globe Platinum card at TicketNet outlets to enjoy your 
HOME FOR CHRISTMAS ZZ s stss арын Forni Plese cil 
TicketNet at 911-5555. Experience Platinum for real, Call 730-1000 to subscribe 
Araneta Coliseum, Dec. 8, 2004 waPiatinumPlan or G-Flex Platinum (P5000, P7000, or P 10,000 MSF). 


Share holiday cheer with your callers, with Lea’s ringback tones. | сбоя | 


таас your myGlobe Ringhack, tex <CODE> 10 2332. Es. Text RAL to 2332. Each ringback is P30 for ENSURE mur umm 
RAIO7 Sina Ngayong Pasto sam endef ame 
RAIOB Even Sama Fella Love кз Ёк 

fø listen vo а myGlobe Ringback, tes: <CODE> to 2332. Bx. Tex H RAIO to 2322. You wil receive T Remember the Boy 
Toi Себе Ringback, text Н SPACE» <CODE> to 2332, Ex Text H RAIO to 2332. You wil RAIOS. The Chess Song RANS Con We Siop and Talk 
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We originally planned to 


give out three treatments. f Ё Oi à v Pus h. gm 


But since you clamored for 
it, 50 lucky 2bU! readers 
will be enjoying several 
hours of pampering 


By Pam Pastor 


few months ago, we came out with a 
AS on Pinnacle HealthPointe Spa's 

Chocolate Lovers Body Scrub treat- 
ment. Then we asked you to tell us why you 
deserve that treatment. 

For days, messages poured in from different 
people. We were overwhelmed. 

You gave us all kinds of reasons—new jobs, 

а successful thesis defense, birthdays, the шп" | 
fulfilled dream to go to a spa, stress, the in- 
tense need for a break. 

Some people wrote to us, asking that we give 
the prize not to them but their loved ones. There | 
was а girl whose best friend needed cheering up 
because she just broke up with her boyfriend, an- 
other whose best fiend needed pampering be- 
cause she just got married, and countess kids who 
wanted to win the spa treatment for their parents. 

We received letters fiom students, сай center 
agents, young moms, bankers, lawyers, evenasol- | 
diez A cat even wrote to us or her master 

One brilian: reader said, "Who knows, maybe Ё 
you can give all of us weatments.” 4 

And we thought, why по? | 

If Oprah can afford to give over two hundred | 
cars, surely we can afford to give fity spa veat- Ё 


made Healthpointe and Inquirer's Marketing De- | 
partment, we made this dream come true. 3 

Here are the winners of Pinnacle HealthPointe | 
‘Spa's Chocolate Lovers Body Scrub treatment: 


Ma Loma B. Boloabio 

Ma. Christie Н. Calata 
Michelle Co 

Melody Marissa A. Dela Cruz 
Gillian S. Dunuan 

Domi, 
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Bing Lorenzo E Celebrate a healthy lifestyle with 


сора Бр Rustan Supermarkets FRESH, the first-of-its-kind 
е ý supermarket shopping experience... now at the 


Rachelle Mendoza. Ы 3 ^, ИШ 1 
ieee < Gateway Mall. It's fresh! It's fabulous! 
Melanie Ong J 

Myra Ann Pangan 

Ellen Pitogo 

Charlemagne Quimpo Pobre. 

Mary Ann I. Rañola 


A E tt 
Makati + Shangri-La Plaza * Greenbelt 1 + Katipunan • Rockwell-»Magallanes»:+Harrison Plaza * Gateway Mall 
Jammie Lynn Tee 
Faye Tobias. 
Meg Yap 
Vita O. Zaldivia 


Winners may claim their prizes for Inquirer's Mar- 
keting Deparment. Please call Ching Dela Cruz at 
8978808. 


Pinaccle Healthpoine is at the 2/L of the One Lu- 
па Lifestyle Cente; Felina Parkplace Eastwood Ci, 
Libis, QC. Call 4381880, 6333472 and 4385321 or 
visit ww pinnaiehealihpointe.com. 
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EOPLE who know 

me well say I am, in 

many ways, like a 
guy. I can participate in a 
heated hirit-fest without 
surrendering in tears, dis- 
sect and analyze basket- 
ball games with technical 
precision, go on an MTV 
Jackass marathon with- 
out flinching, devour 
truckloads of rice kar- 
gadorstye, and get 
ready for any occasion in 
15 minutes flat—includ- 
inga shower. 

Unlike some girls (and perhaps 
the metrosexual population), 1 
WILL NOT get out of bed two 
hours before I step out the door to 
accommodate an extra 15 min- 
utes putting on eyeliner or w 
ing for my moisturizer to pene- 
trate my epidermis 

don't want to lose face when 1 
stand in front of God at the Pearly 
Gates while He recaps my entire 
existence and reveals that I spent 
more time exfoliating than doing 
‘worthwhile activities on Earth. 

Tam almost embarrassed to ad- 
mit this, but I am very, very low- 
maintenance. Embarrassed, be- 
cause 1 know that the term in- 
evitably conjures up images of a 
bedraggled head of hair and an 
overgrowth of bigote. 

But [beg to differ. Low-mainte- 
nance is more than an adjective 


ТАМ FAN. Double 
mesh poncho, P695. 


> BLUE top, P895., 
x Tango 


Photos by Joseph Agcaoili 


caught in the flurry of pulling 


© OMETIMES, when you are 


out clothes for a photo shoot, 
you tend to go overboard—espe- 
cially when too many hot items 
catch your eye. 
The Fashion Freaks certainly know about this. 
On these pages, you will find items that re- 
cently caught our attention. 
We think they'll catch yours too. And why 
shouldn't they? 
They're fab, and would definitely give your 
h wardrobe a boost for the holidays. 


Do you want the fashion freaks to visit you 
store or see your wares? E-mail us at thefati- 
onfreaksQ yahoo.com. 


SHELLO YELLOW. 
‘Cropped pants 


oe »by Terranova 
p 


It helps to know 
thetechniques 
and have the best 
products to do 
every beauty task 
effectively—that 


is, in a snap 


to describe my lifestyle or a eu- 
phemism for being unforgivably 
lazy. Low-maintenance has be- 
comea talent, a skill, a manifesta- 
Чоп of being effectively kikay 
(see my first-ever column dated 
Sept. 11, 2002 for an in-depth 
discussion of this concept). 

Tt helps, of course, to know the 
techniques and have the best 
products to do every beauty task 
effectively—that is, in а snap! 
And this, ladies (and metrosexual 
gentlemen), is what I can help 
you with, Your low-maintenance 
lifestyle starts now. 


Simple skincare 

For the past month or so, I've 
been sinning against my skin. 
Due to an extreme urge to perma- 
nently Velero myself to my bed 
the moment Iset foot in my room, 
lve downgraded my skincare 
from luxury prods to drugstore 
mainstays. 

Even more disturbing is my 


‘TRUE BLUE. 
Top, P599. 


Ў TANGERINE. Top, 
P599.95. Petit 


EARTH TONES. Top, 
P1,945. Topshop 


These hot 
picks will give 
your closet 

a dose of 
color and 
excitement 


Petit Monde 


cutting down my СТМ (thats 
cleanse-tone-moisturize for you) 
routine to a tamad CM. 1 was al- 
mostexpecting blemishes the size 
of Russia to attack my skin, but T 
was sidetracked by people saying 
that my skin looked so healthy! 

It could only mean one of two 
things: i's World Politeness 
Month or my pared-down regi- 
men actually works. I Googled 
the former and confirmed there 
was no such thing, so l'm pretty 
sure 1 just picked the right stuff 
for my face. 

For low-maintenance loot, use 
а mild cleanser that takes away 
all dirt and grime without depler- 
ing your skin's natural moisture, 
which acts as a built-in defense 
system. Lay off the chemicals for 
awhile and allow your skin to re- 
balance itself, as in most cases, 
tering your skin's “personality” is 
the culprit behind skin problems. 

How do you know you're using 
a winner? Well, if it doesn't make 
your face dry and tight. [swear by 
Dove Facial Foam. Га willingly do 


ai op rr 


” Petit Monde 


опе of those “Whaazat?” testimo- My lip care of choice is Badger 
nials for a lifetime supply of the Unscented Healing Balm because 
product. its, well, unscented (strong 

I followed the same principle scents give me vertigo, especially 
for my moisturizer. Basic is still ИТ can smell it from literally right 
better. In the morning, Pd put on under my nose). And since I think 
а moisturizer/sunscreen/make- curled lashes instantly lift any 
up base. LOreal UV Perfect Tinted face up, I've renewed my pact 
Moisturizer is my current fave. with Shu Uemura Eyelash Curler 
Before I conk ourat night, I make (care of Shu's brand manager 
sure I put on Celeteque Moistur- Tina Tinio, who took me out of 
izing Gel for amazingly silky skin my misery when 1 lost my favorite 
without the oil slick when 1 wake kikay kit), "ül-death-or-kikay kit 
up in the morning. thief-do-us-part. 


Minute makeup Super-fast shower 
‘Another reason my skin has 1 shower systematically. Is al- 
been behaving extraordinarily most like | have a built-in pro- 
well is the amount of makeup | gram that tells me what to do as 
use on a daily basis, which is pret- soon as 1 step into the bathroom. 
ty much next to nothing. To save time (and water, I 
Since my moisturizer also takes shampoo first, then put on condi- 
care of evening out my skin, all 1 tioner. 
really have to do is add a hint of While waiting for the good 
color to my Casper complexion stuff co do its magic on my hair, I 
with liquid lip and cheek tint, mop brush my teeth. Then I rinse, put 
ой the stain on my lips with clear my hair up in a crab clip (irs in its 
balm, curl my lashes, and Tm done looong Marina stage right now), 
for the дау! 1 finally know how it and use a foaming shower scrub 
feels to have a fresh face. to clean and exfoliate. How's that 
1 never thought the day would forefficiency? - 
come, but I used the last drop of Опе thing 1 learned is to “ro- 
my Mistine Lip and Cheek Tint a tate” shampoos and conditioners 
couple of weeks ago and haven't го prevent build-up that can dull 
replenished my supply. my strands. While 1 use pretty 
Tve been using Philosophy the much any kind of shampoo, 1 am 
Supernatural in the meantime, very particular about conditioners 
and 1 love how it immediately because my hair needs extra care 
cools my skin and wakes me up now that I'm getting a kick our of 
especially on mornings when I'm feeling my hair touch my waist, 
as up-and-about as a turtle witha 1 like Pantene Total Care Con- 
‘sprained ankle. ditioner because it doesn't weigh 
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LILAC LOVE! Tep; 
1,299. Mango 


9.95, 


my hair down, smells great, and 
is a breeze to rinse off. 

1 like feeling smooth and silky 
all over, but 1 hate having to use a 
scrub and a body wash, especially 
on days when I want to own every 
minute. These days, 1 КШ two 
birds with one stone with Free- 
man Shower Scrub. Just use it 
with a loofah and feel like you 
just came from the spa. 


Finishing touches 

Once l'm fresh and clean, 1 give 
my skin an extra boost with а 
light moisturizer (I'm not a lotion 
person) like Nivea Light Moistur- 
izing Spray. It's the handiest "lo- 
tion’ around because of its spray 
bottle. Look, Ma, no spills! 

‘And because 1 abhor having to 
blow-dry my hair, 1 have a little 
trick that keeps even my extra- 
long mane manageable, After 1 
toweldry 1 comb through my 
damp locks with a wide-toothed 
comb, then apply а peso-sized 
(use a smaller amount for shorter 
hair) dollop of Citre Shine Anti- 
Frizz Serum through my locks. 1 
comb again, then divide my hair 
into two sections down the front 
of my shoulders (pretend you're a 
mermaid whose only option for 
underwear is her hair), 

Don’t tuck your hair in your 
ears until dry, and you'll have hair 
that will cooperate with you 
through the day. 


E-mail the author at lora ga- 
hol@yahoo.com 
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PRETTY PLEATS. 
Dress, P1,095. Tango 
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GREEN GRIN. Skirt, 
P695. 


SAY PLEATS. Skirt, 
P1,095. Tango 


PRETTY IN PINK. 
Skirt, P845. Tango 


SHOWROOMS 
and 
AREA SALES OFFICES 


онаа реке. 
шесе 


ЕН 
ен. 


Р nce st 
TREE 


=> УУ d 


Mense" 


ЕЕ 


Now, you can get'a SINGER Portable Zigzag (MEG 5430) SEWING MACHINE sooo easily! 


DOWNPAYMENT 
#MONTHLY (10 mos.) 


o 


What are you walting for? 
Offer good'from 25 October to 31 December 2004 only. So, grab one now! 


1,690.00 ve. Contao. 
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m 
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* PLUS 10 MONTHLY INSTALLMENTS 
rer DT-NCK Permit No. 5290, Series of 1004 


Other ‘products avaliable: 
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À FLOWER POWER? =; 
Embroidered skirt, 


digital camera 


Now it's easy 
to own one. 


CX 7330 


+ 3X Optical Zoom 
3.3 Digital Zoom . 

= Continuous Digital Video 
with Audio 


before P 11,995.00 
NOW P 9,995.00 


CX 7430 


+ 3X Optical Zoom, 4X Digital Zoom 
~ Continuous Digital Video with 

Audio Recording and Playback 
+9 Scene and Colour Modes 


CX 7530 


~ 3X Optical Zoom, 5X Digital Zoom 

~ Continuous Digital Video with 
Audio Recording and Playback 

+ 9 Scene and Colour Modes 


* before P 19,995.00 NOW Р 16,495.00) 


DX 7590 БМ) 


+ 10X Optical Zoom, 
3X Digital Zoom 

+ Professional Quality 
Schneider-Kreuznach 
Variogon Lens 

+ Creative Controls. 
including Program, 

; Aperture and Shutter 

Priority, Manual Control 


P 29,995.00 
with free 128 MB Memory Card 
[707777 Kodak Hotline: i 

р 636-9600 for Metro Manila, 
1-800-1888-9600 Toll Free for Provincial Areas 


Go to the 
KODAK DIGITAL CAMERA MALL TOUR 
and bring out the brilliance of life. 


E 


jq. 


o 


1 
Check out the latest digital cameras from Kodak at the First Level 
of Festival Supermall from November 29 to December 12, 2004. 


Participating Doalore: Sth Avenue * Complink + 
Isand Photo Kamerawerld* РС Cornor+Villman , | 


GLOBE Business Center 
TELECOM Exclusives 


Get a limited edition Christmas Gift Can for FREE with every new € Plan at 0% interest! 
Just visit any Globe Center and check out these Nokia handsets available at Globe Handyphone Prepaid Phonekit and © Plan packages. 
Accepted credit cards: Banco de Oro, Bankard, BPI, Citibank, Diners Club, Equitable, HSBC, Metrobank, Standard Chartered and Unionbank. 
Call 751-8888 (8am - 10pm) for FREE delivery. Gla b e 
"^" NOKIA making great things possible ЯР 
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By Angela V. Ignacio 
 2bU! Correspondent 


IS face screams 
poster-boy material. 
His broad shoulders 


and tall, muscular frame 
make you think of a typical 
football player. But when he 
sings, you can’t help but be 
blown away. 

Such was the effect hot new 
singer/songwriter Joshua Payne had on 
local audiences during his recent visit to 
Manila, Armed with a deliciously cool 
baritone voice and chiseled good looks, 
he's got enough artillery to make hope- 
Jess romantics fall in love with him de- 
spite the raging weather. He gave Fil- 
ipinos a taste of his heartrending music, 
‘with the MTV AIDS Summit and a show 
at the Podium among the venues. 

2bU! was fortunate enough to catch 


the crooner twice, first during his press- 
соп at Hard Rock Café, and the second 
ina follow-up interview. 

Rarely does one encounter such а 
humble, down-to-earth guy When 
teased about his landing a spot in Peo- 
ple Magazine's Sexiest Men of 2004, he 
actually blushed. Now that's some- 
thing we don’t see everyday! 


Universal message 

Over lunch, Joshua animated- 
iy talked about his music and 
his life. His debut album, № 
“Your Love, My Home,” Ы 
plete with poignant origi- 
nals аз well as remakes of 
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Get to know the man 
behind the hottest 
baritone voice 


to hit Manila 


Text us your feedback: 
inquirer ifenameleiyimessageto | 5 
2207 (Globe) or 283 (Smart) 
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Introducing the EC Tag 
at the new NLE. 


Experience privileged travel with the EC Tag. 
i cashless, hassle-free, electronic payment 
system at the new NLE. 


No coins. No queues. It's EC. 


деш We 
NORTH LUZON 
EXPRESSWAY 


Em 
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Visit апу of the NLE Customer Service Centers 


1 now or call (632) 580 8910/ (632) 687 6682/ (632) 


637 6682 or email at customer_service@mnte.com 
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mushy classics, like Bread's “И” and 
Chicago's “IF You Leave Me Now" 

It marks Joshua's first collaboration 
with Grammy-award winning producer- 
songwriter Michael Omartian, who's the 
mastermind behind the hit songs of leg- 
endary balladeers Christopher Cross, Pe- 
ter Cetera, Amy Grant, Donna Summer 
and Rod Stewart. 

"Today's generation might be too young 
to appreciate this kind of sentimentality, 
but the message that his music contains is 
something everyone can relate to. This is 
evident in the title track's lyrics 

“There's a cry in my insides for what's 
eternal If somebody hears, T will never let 
you go, you will never know a night 
alone, I will make your love my home; 
that’s from here to eternity” explained 
Joshua. “It will ring true for a 17-year-old 
iid, and it will ring true for an 85-year-old 
man who's never known love any day of 
his life. It will ring true forever. So if] can 
make lasting events happen on paper, and 
Jet those translate to people in the form of 
music, then that's what Tm going to do." 

This is also why he isn’t too worried 
about venturing into the young, fickle 
‘world of pop. “If the music lands in the 
right place, hits a kid right between the 
eyes and he says, ‘Oh man, I want that, 
then I'm glad. just write what's on the in- 
side, and if that transcends generations, 
then good.” 


It'sin the genes 

Tr isn't hard to see where he got his in- 
credible talent from, because it clearly 
runs in the family. His father, a church 
musician, and his mother, an opera singer, 
were key figures in shaping his musical 
talents, and he grew up listening to every 
kind of music. 

‘What made his case a special one, how- 
ever, was the fact that he was born almost 
completely deaf, But as a toddler, he had 
ап operation that restored most of his 
hearing, and his parents played James 
‘Taylor and opera music to help the heal- 
ing process along. 

*] remember coming home and being 
able to hear music... [its] an incredible 
feeling to wake up and be able to hear it. 
lt certainly makes me appreciate music 
more than [would have," he said. 

Playing sports also became a passion 
for him, such that music was relegated to 
the back burner for a while. He had a 
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HANGING out with Payne. Domi Espejo, Marion Martinez and Pao Soliven of Synergy, Joshua, [ane Kingsu of Pink Magazine, and the author 


promising career in football, but a serious 
knee injury at 19 literally changed his 
life 


"Т had another injury almost immedi- 
ately, so it was like somebody was telling 
me something. So I said, okay, I'm listen- 
ing,” he said, chuckling a little. “I didn't 
give it up very graciously, but in those 
times, you go through the prover 
school of hard knocks, and you learn the 
things that make you а man—things that 
make life real and important, the values 
that football never gave me. 

“Looking back, 1 think my parents did 
the best they could. They were great at 
raising me, and they were supportive of 
whatever I chose. I think now they know 
(or they knew all along) that Г would 
eventually choose music, or it would 
choose me," he added. 

But in spite of everything that has hap- 


pened, Joshua is happy with the way his 
life has turned out. 
“1 think my path is kinda like that," he 
aid, making a winding motion with his 
s. “Music wasn'ta thing that Fd real- 
Ту thought was anything other than what 
it was for my family; 1 didn’t know that 
you could actually make a living out of it. 
‘And now its the chosen path, and Tm 
grateful to have it” 


On love and football 

There's a certain earnestness and hon- 
esty in his music that’s pretty hard to 
come by these days, and one can also see 
it in the way he talks about things he's 
passionate about. Take football, for in- 
stance. 

“î wanted to play football really bad. It 
was something 1 gave my heart, mind and 
soul to," Joshua shared. "I was fast, I was 


strong, and I had incredible opportunities 
to play. But all the elements were against 
me” 

Tt was painful for him to accept it at 
first, but soon enough, he realized that his 
true calling lay somewhere else, 

“Football is, in my opinion, the most 
selfish sport on the face of the planet, be- 
cause its all about me... and Tm not 
called to be all about me. So by getting to 
go down that road and learn from mis- 
takes, I got to a place where I was recep- 
tive to hearing what was in my soul, and 

its music,” he said. “It was always 

... it’s this undeniable thing that sort 
of jelled with my love experience, and 
that's what I'm going to express. That's 
where ме" ` 

Hearing him talk about love, mean- 
while, was a different thing altogether. 
His poet's soul would reveal itself, and the 


Manila welcomes The Barbs! 


200! caught up with 
the hot British band 
while they were waiting 
to play their second gig 
at the MYXMO street 
party in Morayta 


By Diego Rosano P. Мара 
2bU! Contributor 


HE BARBS were in town 

recently straight from 

London, and they were 
suddenly Manila’s newest sen- 
sation. Their refreshing hard 
pop-punk sound rocked the 
fans and earned them massive 
new ones in their first Asian ap- 
pearance at the Greenbelt Expo 
Exchange. 

The gang planed in to play a series of 
shows with the help of Pony footwear. 
This educational treat also wouldn't 
have been possible without the hard 
work of a simple rock fan named Edgar 
“Par” Sallan (gig promoter and main 
connection of the band). 

Talk to Par about music, and you'd 
find yourself taking down notes on rock 
history from the Beatles, Stones, The 
Clash, to bands you've never heard of 
and new music you'd want to get into im- 
mediately. 

"In the history of punk and rock and 
rol,” he said, “The Barbs has been the 
only great Brit band ever to play Manila 
since Eric Clapton, Depeche Mode and 
The Beatles.” 

‘The band released its debut album, 
“Lupine Peroxide,” under Mother 
‘Tongue Records last September 2004. 
The album is an evil fast car with your 
girlfriend hitting the breeze. It is a mix of 
surf, rockabilly, spaceships and the BS2s 
gone mad. Besides the carrier single, 
"Massive Crush,” which already topped 
the charts, the 15-track CD has other 
smashing cuts such as “The Importance 
of Being Evil,” "Nowaitaminit, “Danger- 
man" and the blow horn-driven "Bury 
You 

The band is made up of Tim Box (lead 
guitar and vocals), Amy Casey (rhythm 
guitars and vocals), Jim Tucker (bass) 
and Simon Hartop (drums). 

‘The quartet was simply ecstatic about 
the warm response of Manila to th 


JIM Tucker (bass), Simon Hartop (drums), Amy Casey (rhythm guitars and vocals) and Tim Box (lead guitar and vocals) 


music. 

“I was very impressed because we 
were told that the Filipino crowd might 
be reserved and not go bonkers. But I 
thought the show was great because 
there were people going up the stage and 
а doing a good amount of movement. 
Considering that two or three weeks ago 
we were unknown and nobody really 
knew the album, I was really surprised 
how the crowd got into it. It was as good 
asa home crowd!" said Tim. 

up with the Brits while they 
were waiting to play their second gig be- 
fore a broader audience composed of 
thousands at the MYXMO street party in 
Morayta, 

What’s the story behind how you 
got to play here in the Philippines? 

Tim (T): Edgar Sallan got in touch 
with us nearly a year ago and was talking 
about getting us over here. He really 
worked hard. He got Pony involved to 
help us get out, and we were more than 
happy to come over. Its just has been a 
great experience. 

How long have you been together? 

T: Two years now. Mid-2002, Amy 
joined us on Halloween night. 

So it was just the three of you at 
first? 

ıt, we were in a band pre- 
viously and split up. We decided ro work 
together again but we needed a new vo- 
calist. We advertised and Amy just came 
from Australia to look for a band. 

Have you been in other bands? 

T: We've been in lots of bands since we 
were little. 

‘Amy (A): This is my first band! 


SIMON sneers at the cam. 


AMY and Tim get close to thelr Pinoy fans. 


ladies couldn't help but swoon. 

“Love isn't a sensibility, like some peo- 
ple think. Its a force, its life, its what 
holds nature together, its this typhoon 
that happened and could've been very 
devastating and we all tremble in its 
wake. But at the same time, it holds ev- 
erything together,” he said eamestly 
while eyeing the cheesecake platter set 
before him (he loves cheesecake, by the 
мау) 

"Love is so powerful, its way more 
powerful than the earth. You can't look at 
love and stamp it as a tried sensibility; it 
doesn't work that way. You leam about 
love through what you've been through, 
and that's what T write about." 

He couldn'thave put itin a better way. 


Email the ашйог 
aoshi_no_miko@atenista.net. 


at 


What kind of band were you think- 
ing before you formed the Barbs? 

Т: It would have to be the Pixies really, 
but it has become something so different 
from now. Amy came in and added some- 
thing to it that we never thought we 
could have. And now it's just gotten 
somewhere. Well, for us ifs just The 
Barbs. That's it, that's us. 

What other band names did you 
come up with before The Barbs? 

Simon ($): Actually, the band name 
came before the band, 

T: A long time ago, we were in а band 
called The Barbs. We were very young 
and the band didn't work out. So when 
we decided to do this band, we thought 
we'd keep the name. 

So is The Barbs short for “the barbi- 
turates?” (laughter) 

S: Customs in Hong Kong said that! 

Jim (J): 1 think we might change all 
our names to Barbara! 

5: Actually, it came from a Pixies song 
“Hangwire.” Listen to the lyrics and 
you'll know. 

How many countries have you been 
to? 

T: Three now—UK, Holland and here. 

А: And Australia! 

What's your lifestyle back home? 

T: Its very affluent. (Laughter) 

Any day jobs? 

T: We scrape by. 

As full-time musicians? 

T: Full-time losers, yeah (laughs). No, 
we just work on our music really hard. 

Who triggers the samples when you 
play live? 

J:1do, my left foot. 

It's amazing how you stick with the 
timing. How do you do that? 

J: It was really hard in the beginning, 
We would just bash on our guitars then, 
but we wanted to put in some sound ef- 
fects. We ended up messing up with the 
sampler and it was getting harder and 
harder. Then, it was, "Okay, lets have 
some funny noises at the same time." It 
tooka lot of practice for it to work. 

T: Simon has very good timing as 
well. 

What were your expectations before 
playing here? 

А; We didn’t know that the music 
scene was so massive over here, So when 
you're not thinking about and you're ex- 
posed to it for the first time, its fr*ing 
overwhelming, тап! 

T: We never knew how big Manila 
was, the place, and how huge and in- 
tense the culture was and everything. I's 
а complete eye opener for us, and at the 
same time, a brilliant experience. Every- 
day seems to get better and better! 

‘What are your plans when you get 
back? 

А: I'm gonna open my presents. 

T: Yeah, and I think this New Year, we 
will be recording tracks for our second. 
album, then play some shows. And we 
are gonna tell ali the bands that we know 
in England how good itis out here, 


Email the author at buttuglyartex- 
ces@hotmail.com 


M PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER нн 


LIFESTYLE .. 


WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 8, 2004 


the crowd how to do 
an alley oop. 


Е all-smart team 
basketbatl-crazy nation 


On the bus back to the hotel, 
the players were like a bunch of 
happy campers. Pharmacist, Spy- 
da, and 50 took tums talking 
thrash to each other. 

Memorable quips that stuck to 
my mind include those from 50, 
who at first, was trying to doze 


‘Text and photos 
by Dexter R. Matilla 
2bUI Correspondent 


AND 1 is stréetball. 

‘And the AND 1 Mix Tape Tour 
‘Team is the best group of street- 
ballers alive. 
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off. He told Pharmacist, who had 
been laughing non-stop: “You're 
laughin’ 24 hours, man. All you 
do is laugh—at the airport, at the 
hotel. Give ita rest.” 

Spyda, who was seated at the 
back and is the newest member, 
likewise got a beating from 50. Af- 
ter seeing a huge billboard of AND 
1 Mix Tape, 50 told him, “You'll 
never get that poster shot, man." 

AO tried-to acquaint himself 
with the locals by opening his 
window and asked motorists. го 
watch the game the next day. I 
then told AO to say "Kumusta" to 
the people and if they asked him 
back, his reply would be "Mabu- 
ti.” It came out something like 
"ma-boo-tey." 


Got your attention? 

Good. Because if you were at 
the Araneta Coliseum when Den- 
nis "Spyda" Chism captured a 
crazy alley оор from halfcourt, ог 
‘when Aaron “AO” Owens broke 
his defenders’ ankles with his 
mean dribbling prowess, or when 
John "Helicopter" Humphrey did 
а 'between-the-legs tomahawk 
slam off the fastbreak, then you'd 
now it's the truth. 

Brandishing the basketball 
flair that made them famous 
worldwide, the AND 1 Mix Tape 
Team cruised to an easy 85-64 
victory over the Crewsaders, 
composed of players from the 
Philippine Basketball League and 
several hand-picked ones from 
the open run held outside the are- 
na prior to the game. 

"Тре Crewsaders, however, had 
their sharé of the spotlight as 
young Pinoy basketball wiz Nino 
Ventura held his own against his 
heroes AO and Jamar "Pharma- 
cist” Davis, earning him the 
moniker "little wizard" from AND 
1% play-by-play emcee, Set Free. 


Spreading the word 

The day before the game, 
Relzbach Ventures, the local dis- 
tributor of AND 1 products in the 
country, held a press conference 
at the Discovery Suites in Ortigas 
where the players were billeted. 

‘The other players who came 
for the tour were Tony "Go Get It" 
Jones, Robert "50" Martin, Lon- 
ше "Prime Objective" Harrell, 
Waliyy “Main Event" Dixon, John 
"High Octane" Harvey and Tyron 
"Alimoe" Evans. 

AND 1 public relations director. 
Mandy Murphy seid they were 
surprised with the immense po 
wlarity of basketball in the Phili 
pines. Likewise, they were even 
more surprised to see that the 
mix-tape style of play is growing 
here. 

‘After the press conference, the 
AND 1 delegation made a trip to 
SM North Edsa to visit one of the 
AND 1 stores and sports shop To- 
bys for autograph signing and 
photo opportunities, 


Leaving a mark 

Just like its National Basketball 
Association counterparts, the 
AND 1 Mix Tape Tour Team has a 
worldwide following that cannot. 
bedenied. 

“Nowadays, if you would ask 
basketball-playing kids what they 
want to be when they grow up, 
they would no longer just answer 
‘Bein the NBA,” Murphy said. 

"Now, they would tell you that 
they want to be a member of the. 
AND 1 Mix Tape Team." | 

In a basketball-erazy nation 
where unknowns make do with 
makeshift basketball courts on the 
streets, the AND 1 Mix Tape Tour 
visit definitely opened up doors 
for the talented to be recognized. 

Murphy believes that organizing 
the tour not only meant introduc- 
ing AND 1 products as made for 
streetballers, but also giving expo- 
sure to players who deserve it. 

“They will definitely be back 
next year" Relzbach Ventures 
president Bob Bachmann said. 

Some have branded the AND1 Ё ipi 
Mix Tape Team as modern-day 
Harlem Globetrotters with style. 
But Al members beg to differ. 

So keep it in mind, They ain't 
hip-hop globetrotim' harlems. 
Сай them- that, and you'd better 
be ready to look silly, end up with 
а ball thump on your head and 
get dashed. 
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By Cheryl Tiu. 
2bUI Correspondent 


“THERE'S an event at the 
Fort tonight. You'll be tak- 
ing your first course in 
one restaurant, then your 
second course in another, 
and so on,” 2bU''s chief 
told me by cell phone. 
“Do you want to do it?” 

Dol want to do it? The idea of 
restauranthopping at the Fort 
dangled before my eyes like a 
pendulum trying to hypnotize 
me. No way was I going to pass 
up the opportunity. 

1 walked into Good Earth, the 
first designated restaurant, at 
around 8 p.m.—a bit late, having 
соте from another event. My 
companions for the food binge 

ld me they had already started 

i their first dish of Tunaquitos 
‘but could still catch up. 
fe" Good Earth's Precy Florentino 
sat with us and explained the 
dishes we were to try. 

The starters: Duckquitos— 
duck morsels and greens stuffed 
into wanton shells and drizzled 
with a fruitand-hoisin based 
sauce, Shrimp with Walnuts, 
Chicken Pao and my personal fa- 
vorite, Lily on the Pond—minced 
shrimp and water chestnut sand- 
wiched between rounds of egg- 
plant and laced with coconut- 
and-curry sauce. 

As much as 1 enjoyed the aris- 
tocratic twist Good Barth has su- 
perbly infused into traditional 
Chinese dishes., we had to con- 
serve our appetites as this was on- 
ly our first of five restaurants. 


Ornate interiors 

Our second stop was Prince of 
Jaipur. Гуе been here a few times 
"with my friends and every time, 1 
never fail to be mesmerized by its 
ornate interiors and hand-paint- 
ed tapestries strewn artistically 
all over the place. | adored Indian 
food so 1 was pretty excited for 
our meal. 

We were served Silkwood Red 
‘Wine to complement our kebabs, 
with wine glasses that were e 
tremely large, almost like mi 
fishibowls. The waiter told us they 
were wine glasses for Indian 
princes and princesses. Wow, 
they really do make you feel like 
royalty in Jaipur! 

‘The meal started off with fried 


It was a night 
of gluttony as 
we tried out 
five choice 
restaurants 
in the Fort 


papadum, a crispy appetizer akin 
to paper-thin chicharon which we 
mixed with Jaipurs assorted 
table dips. Then came various 
platters of Samosas, Tandoori 
Roti and the house specialty, As- 
sorted Kebabs of lamb, fish, 
chicken, prawn and cottage 
cheese, served suspended on 
metal skewers. Owner Mr. T. Max 
told us that their tandoori oven 
was made out of clay, thus every- 
thing was thoroughly cooked in- 
side as well as outside. 

We also had brown rice on the 
side—probebly the most flavorful 
1 have ever tried. The kebabs 
were addicting, and I kept accept- 
ing everything being served until 
I realized that within a span of 10 
minutes, my stomach had notice- 
ably expanded. 

Next, we were off to Le Soufflé, 
Since I was fascinated by every- 
thing French— took French as 
my foreign language two years 
ago, attended a French business 
school in Hungary for a semester 
and completely fell in love with 
Paris—I was looking forward to 
rekindling my taste for French 
Mediterranean cuisine. 

Were we in for a treat. A Castil 
lo de Molina Cabernet Sauvignon 
2002 from Chile was on hand to 
accompany our main course of 
Grilled Lamb Tenderloin in Rose- 
mary and Garlic Sauce, with as- 
sorted greens in creamy French 
Dressing and Potato au Gratin on 
the side. We commended chef Pa- 
tron Andreas Katzer for his mas- 
terpiece that rang of the restau- 
rants five-star caliber. 


Milder fare 

At Palm Beach Singapore, we 
were joined by managing director 
Vincent Cheng. We were told that 
while Singaporeans like spicy 
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December 15 
Czech Cartoons 
for Children presented by 
the Embassy of the 
Czech Republic 
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Ogie Alcasid. 7pm 


December 16 
The Embassy of Belgium 
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Fat-Loss Questions? 


For Effective Fat Removal, Ask Our Marie France Doctor. 


— 


С). How can enjoy the delicious dishes during the Christmas season and 
still stay in shape? 
„А. таке note of these simple nutrition and consumption facts. First, eat fiber 
together with any meal or snack. It helps to dilute the food that you take in so 
you only absorb half or even less of it. Fruits and vegetables are very good sources 
of fiber. Second, savor the food by eating slowly. Not the actual chewing but 
rather take your time when eating. This avoids the sugar surge and the eventual 
sugar drop when insulin is suddenly released that will make you crave for more 
food, Third, avoid binge eating to compensate for long lapses between meals. 
Don't eat everything all at once but rather eat a few of each dish at a time. And 
lastly try to avoid energy food with sugar or carbohydrates during the latter part 


E Find out what you need to know about fat loss with the help of our Marie France physician Dr. Ariel Tor! 


of the day if you don't have any strenuous activity left to do. That's how we do it 
at Marle France. Our proficient medical doctors and consultants recommend the 
appropriate fat-loss treatments and give nutritional advice that would suit the 
clients needs, With Marie France's help, you can stay fit, healthy and slim, even 
during the holidays. 


What women say about Marie France: 

"At Marie France, | learned the right way of eating moderately. Their relaxing 
and effective treatments helped me to lose weight effortlessly. Now, | look 
physically fit and my health is in excellent condition, thanks to Marie France.” 
- Carol Uy, stockbroker 


For more details on Marie France's slimming programme, call our hotline at 894-BODY (2639) and set an appointment fora FREE CONSULTATION. 
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F you automatically think of six- 
pack beers and pulutan as your 
contribution to a potluck dinner, 
then this is the right read for you. 
Coming up with your share of the Christmas 
party feast need not be complicated. A handful 
of ingredients and some easy, foolproof steps 
will help you get on the right track. Come that 
awaited night, your friends will definitely be in 
fora welcome, delicious surprise. 


Spicy Tuna Spaghetti 
Pasta 
1canoftuna (hot and spicy) 
2ctomatoes, diced (ога can of stewed tomatoes) 


Potluck 
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1 tbsp garlic, crushed 

Yesliced mushrooms 

2 tbsp sliced olives 

Italian seasoning 

salt and pepper 

olive oil 

Cook pasta in a large pot of salted boiling wi 
ter for eight to 10 minutes or until al dente 
Drain. Fry the garlic and mushrooms in oliv 
ой, Add the can of tuna and tomatoes, and k 
simmer for a few minutes. Add salt, pepper ап, 
Italian seasoning to taste. Serve hot. 

You can use other types of pasta and well, an 
substitute tuna chunks in brine or oil for the he 
and spicy variety. You can also add pine nuts fel 
added texture. 


Creamy Mushroom Chicken 
500 g chicken breast 
2esourcream 
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2 call-purpose cream. 
2 cubes, chicken bullion 
2 tbsp powdered rosemary 


У cmushrooms 

1 tbsp garlic, crushed 

salt and pepper 

Combine salt, pepper and rosemary, and rub 
unto the chicken. Let it sit for few hours. Brown 
garlic in olive ой. Cook the chicken breas 
Make sure not to overcrowd the pan. 

Таке out the cooked chicken and cut into 
bite-sized pieces. 

For the sauce: 

Add mushroom, sour cream, all-purpose 
cream, chicken bullion cubes and rosemary one 
after the other. Вой until a thick consistency is 
reached. 

‘Add the chicken to the sauce. Stir to avoid 

orching. Serve hot with garlic bread. Or lib 


labs of minced lamb and chicken tikka marinated 


Karen Sanchez and chef Chris 
Bautista joined us for our final meal 
milder taste forthe night. 
offers to tone ^ Gourdos Crème Brülée was 
amazing—an impeccable concoc 
pkedinyema, бол ofsweemess that bordered crisp 
in apparently on top. The Tiramisu, meanwhile, 
1 delightfully was a creamy, mild blend of coffee 
у Baby Squid flavors. Upon ordering my Gelato 
by and chewy, Alfogato, I drowned it in Crème de 
ame my fa- Cassis (though the resto also offers 
irant. espresso and Bailey's). 1 loved how 
‘bread and the fruity black currant taste nour- 
of reminded ished the Italian ice cream. 
4 balls. The _ There was one more surprise. 
aporean Chili Сошо? also raffled off some items 
tender crab- from their retail store. Iwon a basket 
with freshly of coffee mugs, oil and vinegar bot- 
rsion for Chi- eat anything the next day 
y family prac- and I didn’t really care. After having 
ke ай, Palm stuffed myself with some of the best 
lowly altering restaurants at The Fort, everything 
else paled in comparison. The glut- 
го Gourdos,I ton in me had been satisfied and 
henlsawthat days after, it was still basking in the 
e dessert, my savory aftermath. 
Managing di- 
g marketing E-mail the author at сое do- 
ше manager minique@yahoo.com 


ally pour onto penne or spaghetti to turn it unto 
a pasta dish. 


Herbed Chicken 

500 g chicken breast 

Ttspsalt 

1 tbsp cayenne pepper 

1 tbsp soy sauce 

oliveoil 

1tbsp garlic powder (or crushed garlic) 

A liberal amount of powdered oregano, 
thyme, rosemary, basil 

salt, pepper, garlic powder, soy 
into the chicken, and let it 


and cook the chicken until slightly brown. 
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YOU CAN WIN BACK YOUR 2004 PURCHASES ‘WITH VISA. 


THE GREAT REBATE IS HERE! 
There's never been a better time to shop, 
Use your Visa card as much as you can 
from October 24 to. January 23, 2005: 
A P500 single-receipt transaction could 
make you one of six who will win back 
their 2004 Visa purchases ог as much 


SALAD with Herb Chicken 
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Share your blessings and bring joy to less fortunate children! 
You can make a difference, visit our mall donation booths now! 


à © Shans-A-Toy 


Share a toy and share your joy with poor sick children in hospitals, Donate an old toy and receive а cash coupon 
from Toy Kingdom. Al toys wil be donated to children in hospitals and charitable centers and institutions. 
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WHAT IS 
VIESOTHERAPY? 


MesoTherapy is an esthetic 
medical procedure that melts 
fats away, targeting cellulite 
eduction, body. contouring 
‘and weight loss, among others. 
The procedure involvesinjecting 
microscopic quantitiesofnatural 
plant extracts, pharmaceutical 
medications and vitamins into 
the mesoderm (layer of adipose 
fat cells and connective tissue 
under the skin). 


MesoTherapy treats fat c 

and the result is a smc 

skin surface. MesoTherapy spot 

reduces fat in specific 

like "love" handles". The fat 

deposits are flushed out and tte WITH 
body does not gain ight 


 liposuctiony 
MesoTherapy is a no 
procedure that does not requife 
hospital admittance. general 
anesthesia, or downtime. The 
ideal candidate is a person that 
is of good health, exercises 
regularly, is within 25 pounds 
of their ideal body weight, and 
has fat deposits that have not 
responded to exercise. Patients 
should also be more than 1 
years 0 


as the patient mainta 
healthy. di 


maintenance on a six-mi 
‘one-year basis. 
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This can be served as is, or you сап also 
cut the chicken into bite-size pieces and add 
to a salad of mixed greens and diced toma- 
toes tossed in dressing. We recommend 
Gourmer's Herb Cheese Dressing or Garlic 
Dressing. 


Bananacles 

Even hodge-podge Christmas feasting 
doesn’t end until dessert is served. Since ev- 
erybody is bound to be sick of the perennial 
fruitcake, offer to bring something differ- 
ent, like Bananacles: By coating the ba- 
nanas in green, red and yellow-colored 
chocolate, this school canteen favorite of 
old is given a yuletide twist. Best of all, its a 
no-fuss treat you can whip up in a mere 30 
minutes! 

6 large bananas 

Popsicle or lollipop sticks 

% с each colored chocolate (chocolate 
coating available in various colors in spe- 
cialty shops. Choose red, green and yel- 
low). 

Canola oil 

% с each chocolate coating (dark or 
white) 

Roasted nuts 

Cut bananas in half crosswise. Pierce one 
side with popsicle or lollipop sticks. 

Melt the colored chocolate in individual 
bowls in the microwave. Heat in a mi- 
crowave oven on medium heat. 

Stir the chocolate at 15 second intervals. 
(becareful, colored chocolate burns easily) 
You can drop a little canola oil to loosen the. 
melted chocolate coating. 

Put the chopped nuts on a tray. Dip the 
bananas into desired color and roll them on 
chopped nuts. 

Transfer to a tray and freeze. When hard, 
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wrap in plastic and store in a covered con- 
tainer in the freezer. 

(Recipe from "Recipes For Easy Entertain- 
ing Cookbook" from ABS-CBN Publishing) 


Sassy Sangria 

Beer may be a staple for weekend parties 
but the holiday season calls for something 
more festive and sophisticated. 

Grab one of those corporate gift bottles of 
wine given to your parents from under the 
tree, raid the pantry for juice and fruit, and 
you're all set to give this drink recipe a try. 

1 gallon dry red wine 

1/2c white sugar 

1 (46 oz) can pineapple juice 

1 (8 oz) can pineapple chunks 

1 orange, sliced into rounds 

1 lime, sliced into rounds 

Ina large punch bowl combine red wine, 
sugar and -pineapple juice. Mix in the 
pineapple chunks, orange slices and lime 
slices. Serve chilled. 

(Recipe from www.allrecipes.com) 

If you fail to channel your inner chef for 
the potluck party because you're short on 
time or short on culinary know how, its time 
to call your friendly neighborhood food.en- 
trepreneurs. 

Try Apple's Kitchen at 7247868, 7269820 
or 0917-8436573. They offer party platters 
good for 10-12 people. Prices range from 
P400-P850. Also, AnnieBee Delights at 196. 
Tagaytay St., Justinneville Subd. Bacoor, 
Cavite can cater to people from the South 
Area. Call 046-5719874. You can also ask 
relatives and friends for their own recom- 
mendations. 


E-mail the authors at zeecastro@ya- 
hoo.com and elieano_ar@yahoo.com 
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It could have 
been you. But you 
were spared. 
Now how are you 
going to say 


` thank you? 


Christmas 
By Pam Pastor 


hile some of us were thankful for 

Ws extra-long weekend, just out- 
side the city, typhoon Yoyong 

caused countless people pain and suffering. 

Can you imagine losing your belongings, 
your home and worse, your loved ones, just 
before Christmas? 1 cannot even fathom the 
anguish ofthat. 

Now, hundreds (even thousands) of them 
are packed in various evacuation centers all 
over, with hardly anything to eat and nothing 
to keep them warm. 

It could have been us, but we were spared. 
How are we going to say thankyou? 

There are a lot of ways. Bring a little holi- 
day cheer to people who need it the most. 
Here's how: 

You don't need to go all the way to Rizal or 
Quezon, There are various organizations will 
ing to bring your donations to those who need 
them. 

The Inquirer is currently part of the hu- 
manitarian effort called “Operation Sagip 
Buhay” You can drop off your donations at the 
Philippine Daily Inquirer building, Chino Ro- 
сев Ave. comer Yague and Mascardo streets. 


pi NM 
Send food, blankels, mattresses, and dry 
clothing to Caritas in Pandacan. Call 5641 e| 
te 


[ы rice, noodles, sardines, clothing, blan- 
kets, and other donations to the ABS-CBN 
Foundation office at 65 Scout Gandia St., 
Barangay Laging Handa, Quezon City. 
Donors may also call 4163650; 4163653; 
4163630; 4110846; 4160387; and 9257380. 


Cash and check donations may also be given 
to ABS-CBN Foundation through Equitable 
PCI-Bank Savings Account 127-6008036 
and BPI Current Account 3051-1102-17. 
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| GOOG 
Petron service stations In Metro Manila are 
Vereor 
behalf of ABS-CBN. 


| Food, medicine, intus tees, and cash МА A 
canbe brought to the GMA Kapuso Founda- JS Sy E 
EIE eni AMA 
man, QC.) or at drop-off centers at Ever GSC LC eC eC 
Gotesco malls and McDonald's outlets. Call 
1. 9284299/9289351 or e-mall gmat@gmanet- 
Work.com and bisighayan@gmanet- 
work com. 


E J 


Cash donations may be deposited at any 
Metrobank branch under the name of GMA 
‘Kapuso Foundation. 


Construction materials, corn seeds and other 

| means by which people can start rebulling 
thelr homes and thelr sources of living would | 
be appreciated too. я 


Lastly, lets not forget to pray for tham. 


‘THE STUDENTS leave the SOS 
Village with fond memories of the 
children at the village. 


CHILDREN at the SOS Village are fascinated 
by the instruments, music and dance of 
Kontra-Gapi. 


KONTRA-GAPI performs for the children of 
SOS Village. 


HIGH Y. The bbjective of the challen; 


partners to traverse on sear ropes gm one 
polos at the йа. Holding 


single pole to fo separ. 


оп to their ropes for balance and support, t 
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By Arlene M. Paredes 
2bU! Correspondent 
Photos by Arlene M. Paredes and Guada Ramos 


LEADERSHIP camp tried to 

make some 50 young Fil- 

ipinos reconsider their nega- 
tive views about the Philippines. 

The leadership and team-building camp 
was organized by the Galing Pilipino Move- 
ment (GPM), a non-stock, non-profit organi- 
zation seeking to boost Filipino excellence 
and pride. 

From Nov. 12 to 15, 2bUI joined 50 stu- 
dents from different high schools, colleges 
and universities—San Beda College, Poly- 
technic University f the Philippines (Sta. 
Mesa), Adamson University, UP Diliman, De 
La Salle University, Far Eastern Universit 
University of Asia and the Pacific, College of 
the Holy Spirit, Asia Pacific College, Techno- 
logical Institute of the Philippines, Baliuag 
University, University of San Carlos (Cebu) 
and Sunrise Christian College (Butuan 
City)—in a camp to fulfill the GPM mission to 
“build the person, build the heart, build the 
spirit" of young Filipino leaders. 

“We want the participants of the workshop 
to focus on the ‘galing’ of Filipinos and hope- 

fully, we could establish ‘a com- 

of leaders’ and subse- 

quently a ‘nation of character,” 

said Erlinda De Guzman, presi- 
dent and founder of GPM. 

Before heading to 


Я The Galing 
Pilipino 
Movement 


inspires 

| Filipino 
youth to 
serve the 


y have 


to carefully signal each other when to pull on the 


rope and when to relax the grip. 


country 


FROM the ground, campers hold thelr breath in awe аз two of their fellow campers walk on 


ropes for the High Y Challenge, * 


À of slain labor leader Felimon “Popoy 
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PARTICIPANTS come from different universities and parts of the country but they seem to have been friends fora. 


long time. 


the training venue in La Corona De Pagsan- 
jan, participants first visited the SOS Village 
in Lipa City. SOS Village is home to several 
“family houses” for orphaned and abused 
children. GPM has been one of SOS' partners. 
Speakers included Edru Abraham, founder 
of Kontemporaryong Gamelan Pilipino (KON- 
ТВА-САРО, the resident ethnic music and 
dance ensemble of the College of Arts and 
Letters of UP Diliman; Bobbie Lagman, wife 
Iag- 
man; and Dr. Jose Pepito Manansala Cu- 
nanan, founder of Sigia Earth Energy. They 
stressed love of country to the participants. 


Enlightening 

"The GPM camp enlightened me,” said 
Jessie Consolacion, Education student from 
PUP-Sta. Mesa. “I now know that 1 have to do 
something not only for myself but for my 
country" 

For her part, 14-year-old Erica May Naran- 
jo from Christian Values School, said, “I real- 
ized that even in the midst of all our hard- 
ships, some good things still happen.”) 

Krischelle Mayuga, 20, AB Political Science 
student from FEU, said, "One thing I learned 
from the camp is that the Philippine case is 
mot hopeless, as long as there are still Fil- 
ipinos who are willing to help our country." 

Paul Ryan Espina, 25, former Political Sci- 
ence student at UP.Cebu and an Accountancy 
graduate in the Technological Institute of the 
Philippines (TIP), added, “GPM camp sur- 
prised me. I went there to have fun, but it was 
more than just fun. Now I feel rejuvenated (to) 
do great things like ГА dreamed of before." 

The most anticipated and most exciting 
part of the camp, however, was the Ropes 
Course Challenge in La Corona De Pagsanjan. 
‘The course reinforced the lessons that 
campers had learned from the lectures. 

‘Although the campers had not known at 
first what to expect from the camp, at the end 
of the training, everyone did not just go home 
rich in new learning and new friends, but 
more important, with renewed hope for the 


SIZE doesn’t matter in Trust Fall. This team believes there is no 


‘weight its members can't carry, or catch, together. 


country and renewed faith in the Filipino, 
‘They are now all fired up in making a dif- 
ference in the world—as Filipinos, 


Call 6313932 or e-mail kwento@galing- 
pilipino.com. 


E-mail the author at then@postmark.net. 


ADANCE number 
for the campers 
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га sn Concert Schedules: 
y 
n 3 December 8 
Acoustic Jive 


Ferdie 
2nd Call Band 


deum Miller 

Angeline Aguilar 
Go Girls dancers 
E-Illale dancers 

Hosts: fite Gay & Janel 


Globe Telecom 

December 11 

Karyll 

ib lies 

ШАО 
Melissa Ricks 

PIA ae STM 


х Flauless D 
and Touch Mobile 6 Hosts: Chocoleit & Ate Gay 


transforms the 


mobile phones of 


subscribers into December 12 


Rachel Ann 6 
wallets through Chuna Ortaleza 


Tyrone Perez 
G-Cash Free Male Dancers x 
Host: Dang Cruz 


By Niño Mark M. Sablan 
2bU! Correspondent 


ii parca December 18 Ж 


were all enthralled. 
But remember how even more enthralled - Jed Madela & Prime Council 
‘we got when the cellular phone also became a Mocha & Spin Band 
video game player, a walkman, a recorder, a Cherry Lou 
camera and a videocam? Janet 
Well, now its time to be amazed once again Ge Girls dancers 
as Globe Telecom transforms the mobile Bars 0: 
phones of Globe Handyphone and Touch Mo- E-Male Dancers 
bile subscribers into wallets through G-Cash. Hosts: fite Gay & Anton Diva 
Using G-Cash, subscribers can now use 
their phones to make purchases or payments 
in accredited establishments. 
Hungry for some Burger King or Maxs? December 19 
Need to buy some painkillers from the nearest 
Mercury Drug store? Want to treat yourself to + Sarah Geronimo 
a good read from National Book Store? Well, Chyna Ortaleza 
fou can do these things even without bills and Tyrone Perez 


Coins, as long as you are loaded with Globe G- 
Cash. free Male Dancers 


Host: Dang Cruz 
How to activate 
‘To activate your G-Cash service, register by 
sending REG <4-digit M-PIN>/ «Mother's 
maiden name>/ <First name>/ «Last 
name>/ <Address>/ «Telephone number December 22 
with code area> to 2882. You will then re- 


ceive a text message confirming your registra- E Geronimi 
tion. Е Я па Ortaleza 

E oi î SE КО Сива ше 
from other subscribers or load G-Cash into р УА fi ie D 
your phone by going to any authorized G- тее Mate Dancers 
Cash outlet which accepts cash-in transac- Host: Dang Cruz 
tions, 

Show the required identification to the p^ DA 
frontliner, give him your cash plus the pro- ЕКА December 23 
cessing fee and wait for him to instantly send рео дуу 
the G-Cash to your mobile number. v д, * Christian Bautista 

With this facing parems in he province ; O Mariano 
can send baon to thelr kids studying in Mani- 
la, while breadwinners in the city can remit THE BEST THINGS IN LIFE SE FREE. Oona R&B 
money to their families in the countryside. n Roxanne & Joross 
OFWs, too, can now send much-needed mon- 9 ha bales 
ey to their loved ones at the speed of a text $ n 1 lawless Dancers 
message. . Hosts: Ate Gay & Anton Diva 

сии Shopping, Kantahan at Sayawan sa Duty Free! s 
mobile wallet is also safe. It is protected with үз 
а PIN known only to the user, а password that 
can be change anytime. Transactions are sup- 
ported by text advisories to both the sender Duty Free Philippines Fiesta Mall 
and recipient with unique trace numbers. 

‘And in case you lose your G-Cash loaded Open from 9 AM to 4:30 AM the next day. 
phone, you сап sil байт your G-Cash by re ‘asp oun gogo 
porting the loss to 24-hour hotlines that will x 
Block access to your G-Cash wallet. You may December 1 to December 23, 2004. date of arial 
then go to any Globe Business Center and pre- 
sent a valid ID in order to unblock the access (Registration closes at 2:00 AM) 
and reclaim your G-Cash, 

Experience i for yourself y texting G-Cash 
to 2882. 


Under AA 9124, 
Balitbayans and OFWs arriving 
between Nov. 15 and Jor. 15 can 


2003's BEST actress Kate Hudson 


e 


| Grab a COKE af 


tayo!!! 


AMONG last years big winners were F4, 
Parokya ni Edgar, Beyonce, Sophie Kinsella, 
Finding Nemo, Kate Hudson, CSI, In Style, J- 
Lo, badminton, Bench, Rustan's U, Mandy 
Moore and Jennifer Garner. 

Who will be the big winners of 2004? 

We want you to be the judge again. Tell us 
who you think deserve to be hailed the Best 
and Worst of 2004 under the following cate- 


1 
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maf CAROLING 


Christmas na! Christmas nal” 
jTingnan nga natin ang galing mo, 
5a mga paboritong Christmas carols! 
Hulaan lang kung saang kanta galing, 
ang mga lyrics na йо! 


1, Laughing all the way 
2, O hear the angel voices 


B Faithful friends who are dear to us 
24. Paano ang paskong inulila mo? 
5. May tatlong haring nagsidalaw 
\6. You would even say it glows 

E . Fa lala la la 

is. O kay tulin ng araw 


9. Five golden rings 


10. You better not pout X 


| 
Want .to win Coca-Cola Е 


Fto loadedchristmas@yahoo.com. First 20; 


bsittpacks? Email mo na ang answer Е 
Kto name the songs correctly.get to load? 


arx 


[up on Coca-Cola and more chances to 
win in Globe Coca-Cola LOADED] 
CHRISTMAS! j 


- Л. FREE Р 1000 


ient siga mi pea noe 
it sate cs yor ie 
‘sa To Sao Rasen 


gories: 

Music: band, song, singer, radio sta- 
tion, radio DJ, music video, album pack- 
aging, concert 

Film: movie, actor, actress 

Recreation: mall, movie theater 

Fashion: male model, female model, 
fashion designer, brand, shop, trend, 
accessory, fashion icon $ 

Health and beauty: beauty product, 
spa, salon, hairstyle, fitness regimen 

Literature: book, writer, magazine 

Food: restaurant, dish, fast food 

Sports: athlete, UAAP team, NCAA 
team 

Television: commercial, TV show, TV 
actress, TV actor, VJ, music channel 

Technology: website, gadget, game 

Send your answers to 2bU! Best and 
Worst of 2004 Poll, Philippine Daily In- 
quirer, Chino Roces Ave. comer Yague 
and Mascardo Sts., Makati; or e-mail 
contest2bu@inquirercom.ph. Наме 


your answers in by 12 p.m. on Dec. 25.  BEYONCEruled according 


toyou. 


LOAD UP ON GORE FOR OVER A 


HUNDRED MILLION PESOS” 
WORTH OF INSTANT PRIZES! 


Drink Coca-Cola, Sprite or Royal Tru-Orange and look under the crown or cap. 
You can win any of the following; 


2. Discounts on Coke 8oz (237mL) 
Ipunin ang piso crowns or caps to get ' 
discounts or to buy more Coke! 


= P1 DISCOUNT 


md 
tae pecu очон MUR. 
E 


any ten (10) cops or crowns 


iam res GLOBE 
мейш у tes ive s vat уз cinerea and even Gora 


1 GLOBE Prepaid Phonekit 
perra E 


Реда t any Сос: Сөз Pt or Sois олсе | 
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LAHAT NG CROWNS PWEDENG MANALO! KAYA INOM МА! COLLECT МАЁ 


E Ed 


— | 
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| Be a part 

* of our 

Ghristmas 
issue 


WE invite you to tell our 
readers about your favorite 
holiday memories. 

Please feel free to send in entries 
fom your journal, pages from real | 
serapbooks, e-mail or text exchanges, 
Photographs, poetry, songs, essays, 
greeting cards—anything about 
Christmas. 

it сап be happy sad, exciting, 
strange—anything you want. 

You can be vague or you can zoom 
in on one tiny detail—maybe an essay 
about the madness of Christmas shop- 
ping or about the first Christmas Eve 
you spent away from home. 

"We want to read about all kinds of 
Christmas. We want to laugh, we want 
to cry, we want warm and fuzzy feel- 
ings. 

We want our readers to identify 
with your experiences. 

And if you know other people who 
have stories to share—tell them to 
send their stories too. 

The best entries will be included in 
our Christmas special 

Let us into your world. 

Let's make this Christmas one to be 
remembered. 

Please send your submissions to 
Ls_2bu@inquirer.com.ph by Dec. 17, 
| 3pm. 


ras 


WHATTAMOUTH 2BU!'S 
CHOICE AWARD 


Help create 
the world's 
biggest photo 
mosaic! 


EARLY this year, thousands of 
people puckered their lips and 
helped the country bag the Guin- 
ness World Record for most num- 
ber of couples kissing simultane- 
ously. 

"This time, Close-up gives you another 
chance to become part of a world record. 
And there will be no kissing involved (un- 
less you want to, of course). In January next 
year, Close-up will attempt to break the 
record for the Largest Photo Mosaic. And 
because itll be using 200,000 pictures to 
achieve that, it needs your photos. 

Yes, your photos. 

And since this is such a fun project, 2bU! 
decided to join in on the excitement by help- 
ing Close-up collect your fab photos. 

We want you to send us photos of your 
"great mouth moments." It can be funny, sil 
ly photos of you, your friends and your fam- 
ily. Get creative, have fun. 

‘And to thank you for your efforts, the en- 
tries that will qualify will automatically be 
included in Close-up's Largest Mosaic, 

Eight weekly winners will also be chosen. 
starting today until Jan. 7, 2005. Weekly 
winners will bring home a gift pack from 
Close-up, a Canon Pixma 1Р1000 Printer 
and a pair of Converse Chuck Taylors or 
Converse Gift Certificates worth Р2,000. 

At the end of the promo, 2bU! will choose 
a grand prize winner from the eight weekly 
winners and that lucky reader will be 
awarded a Canon Powershot A400 digital 
camera and P5,000 worth of gift certificates 
from Converse. 

The mosaic will be unveiled nationwide 
on Jan, 29, 2005 and Close-up will tell you 
exactly where your picture is located. All 
qualified entries received within the promo 
period will also be automatically entered in 
the Close-up Whattamouth raffle draws 
where you can win great prizes like camera 
phones and P100,000. The grand prize win- 
ner will win P1,000,000. 

There's no reason not to join. А eim- 
era—or even a million pesos—is just a snap- 
shot away. 

How tojoin: 

1. In an envelope, enclose the following: 

а. A photo of your great mouth moment 
(any colored photo—at least 3x5—which cap- 
tures you enjoying life with your mouth, such 
as laughing, singing, eating, kissing, etc.) 

b, Proof of purchase of any of the follow- 
ing: 

* five New Close-up sachets (any flavor) 

e two New Close-up 25-ml cartons (any 
flavor) 

• опе New Close-up 50-ml, 100-ml or 
150-ml carton. 

c. Your personal details—your name, ad- 
dress, contact numbers, age and signature 

2. Outside the envelope, write the follow. 
ing: 
а. 2bUI Whattamouth! Promo 

b. Your name, address and signature 

3. Send entries to 2bUI, Philippine Daily 
Inquirer, Chino Roces cor. Mascardo and 
Yague Sts., Makati City. 
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s D. M. Consunji ment of the Navy, and a Safety 
Incorporated Award Eel Flour peus сє 1 
oration for 2 million accident- 
L X (ОМС) celebrates -Ree man-hours of work at de 
its 50th Anniversary the Pilipinas Shell Petroleum Corpo- 
‘country's leading con- ration's STAR project. 4 
struction company Consunji himself was cited as 
inno- опе of the four awardees of The 
ma D ш Outstanding Filipinos (ТОЕП) ` 
кадор анс NIP In of 2002 for his invaluable contri 
both building and in na- 
tion-building. у 
DMCIwasfoundedonDecem- ` It's probably because Constinji 
ber 24, 1954 by David М. Con- considers himself to be more 
sun, а civil engineer from the , than just a builder and his work 
University of the Philippines. not merely structures of stone, 
Over the years, both the man steel and glass. “Construction is 
and the company he founded “notonly ascience but also an art. , 
„grew "in wisdom and in grace,” No matter how strictly you.com- 
Becoming the nation's acknowl-. ply with the procedures, if the 
? edged leader in the building of - product is not favorable, nobody 
every conceivable structure and will appreciate it. Your client will 
all stages of the construction ` not be satisfied with it,” Consunji 
business. says: : 
DMCIS reputation: as a рю-° ОМС! motto says it all 
nesting builder remains as envis „Speed, Sell and Responsibility. £ NE 
able as ever. Through continuing То the founder and his company, = Maus 
Tesearc DMCI has become the clients, suppliers and employees RITZ Towers and Il, Paci ASIAN Hospital in Muntinlupa 
acknowledged innovator of ad- are foremost in every project. piis Б 
‘vanced construction technology . Through five decades, the Consunjiexplain cally. DMCI was also able to 10- _ In the 80s, DMCÍ was com- driven piles for the construction 
In the Philippines. Because of company has stuck with its belief Another very important at- cally source the required metal missioned to construct а 20. of SM Cebu Shopping Mall 
this, БМО las kept both its old that construction is a noble pro- tribute of а builder is speed, frameworks that exceeded the km water duct line to connect _ Today DMCI continuously 
Жеме and continues to add to fession vital to economic devel- which is possible only by having strictest requirements. To this po Dam to the Balara filtra- challenges its organization to 
fis ever lengthening list of satis- opment and national progress, skilled workers and all the right day the old PNB Escolta build- Чоп plant in Quezon City. DM- adapt to the new methodol: 
fied customers. and that fair competition is es. tools. “To representspeed, Lused ing remains one of the СІ applied value engineering gies and technologies needed 
‘The company has received sential to the growth and stabili- the rocket, which is the fastest strongest structures in an area in duct construction. Proce- to sustain the construction in- 
various awards including “Out- ty of the entire country. le man has invented,” he where many structures have dures were reviewed and re- dustrys growth. The best evi- 
standing Contractor for Build- The DMCI logo been brought down or seriously vised, and metal roll forms dence of this can be seen in ОМ», 
ing’ in 1992, а certificate оар. Consunji conceived ће pre- Contributions and innovation damaged by earthquakes. were conceptualized and fabri Cl's current railway, power ` 
preciation from the US. Depart. dominantly blue color of the’ tothe construction industy  _ ОМС used innovative US pre- cated to achieve the required plant, waterworks and sewer- 
DMCT logo because blue is the Аз early as 1954, РМСІ was cast concrete technology for the construction quality and com- age system projects. 
‘olor of service and construction using existing construction construction of the Teresa hous- plete the projecton schedule. Тһе search for more efficient 
is about service. equipment to design above-in- ing project in Novaliches and a — DMcClalsotakesprideinintro- construction methodologies is 
"The rectangle represents re-  dustry-average concrete fourstorey Dominican building ducing the table formwork sys- the company’s corporate mantra 
sponsibility in absolute terms. It strength of 2,000 psito3,000 psi in España. These were the earli- теп during the concreting stage to achieve the best work at the 
i dosed, complete, Tome, being іп the construction of the UP est pre-cast concrete buildings in of the Pacific Plaza. The system most efficient cost and in the 
responsible is the first and most Chapel The domed church was the country. ensures predictability and sus- shortest time possible. 
important attribute of a builder. such a structural feat at the time In 1974, after the government tainability as well as quality Pa- ОМӮ! goes public 
Heis responsible when he has all that a virtual who's who in the “-committed to host the Miss Uni- cific Plaza was the first building — In December 18, 1995, DMC 
the resources of а builder- construction industry regularly verse Pageant, the Folk Arts The- locally to require the high-quali- Holdings Inc went public in an 
knowledge, experience, materi visited the jobsite to witness the ater in Manila's reclaimed area ty concrete strength of6000 psi. Initial Public Offering. Under the 
als, and equipment-and when he construction. was chosen as thevenue.Givena In the early 90s, 8000 psicon- holding firm are wholly owned. 
harnesses these resources to do In the early 60s, Philippine very short 77 days to complete crete was used for the construc- subsidiaries Р.М. Consunji, Inc, 
the job competently and to com- -National Bank's Escolta head" the project, ОМС! took on the tion of the Mega Perron building the construction group, and DM- 
plete ic on time. The ellipse, to office was the country’s biggest ` task of general contractor tosu- in Makati. ОМС was the first to CI Project Developers Inc, there- 
my mind, is а representation of single construction project. :pervisethe work. perfect the use of locally avail- al estate and infrastructire, in; 
ЗАП. Skil translates to grace, el Due to its cramped location іп _ To ensure on-time comple- able additives (Пу ash) for the vestmentgroup. с. 
egance and beauty. Work done downtown Manila, DMCI pio- ‘tion, ОМС! used modular con- project D.M. Consunji is engaged in’ + 
ith shill is beautiful And a neered the use ofthe first build- : struction designs and PerCPM DMCI, together with-Bachy general construction. services - 
good builder should always ing tower.crane to transport “schedulers to guide the project Soletanche HK, also introduced the company’s core business. It jz 
strive for a beautiful structure,” materials and concrete verti- "team. barette piles instead of concrete ома 


DMCI Homes builds exclusive communities ыш 55 сырсар - 


with country club amenities” 


AYALA Triangle, new Makati 
‘Stock Exchange Building 


DMCI Homes has been in the 

business since 2000 only but 

has been making big strides a 

largely because of the high i H 

quality of its projects and а А в. 1$ 0 u r 

growing base of satisfied fye м TS ki 

Чеш. TE x , 

The property develop- ти, 

mer кчы La ure м EUM 

DM. Consunji Group of BEY 4 t Р 

ompanjes already has 10 | kay, $e: 

eer шертш m Le a р + шы 8 
$ Metro Manila, each one of- EAST Ortigas Mansions in Pasig 

Î fering ready-for-occupancy 

units, More projects are іп Rainbow Ridge, and Spriüg ` ship. Only first-class materi- 
the pipeline in the coming Lane Homes in Taguig; East : als and world-class construc- 
years, including joint ven- ° Ortigas Mansions in Pasig; tion methods are used, re- 

i fures with landowners. Hampstead Gardens in Sta. fleeting DMCI'Ss trusted ex- 

f "If you look at our units, Mesa; Villa Alegre in Cavite;  pertise in the business. 

you will notice immediately Palm’ Grove in Parafiaque; ^. *Quality Warranty. DMCI 
ее s theewaranstorepar mae 
. Thar is e псев in Cainta. warrants to re E 
have because we are sup- Еау next year, the com- ` rial and workmanship de- 
$ ported by the 50 years of ex- pany will: аг work on three ` fects on the unit, if any, with- 
| perience and expertise of _projecisin Metro Manila. . -inone year from the date of 
оао шы сше 
P 3 - MENTE! 5 * Exclusivity. Urban com- 
CI Homes. Я living. The munities by DMCI Homes 
| DMC Homes, he added, total building foorprine im are gated and with perimeter 
builds exclusive, secure, each ОМС! Homes develop. fence for maximum security 
landscaped and well- ment covers only 30 percent putting together an exciu- 
planned communities with of the total land area, Medi- sive апі family-friendly 

‚ Country club amenities. ^. um-rise wall-up condomini. neighborhood. 

i But while the projects’ um buildings are designed * Strategic location. Near 
with single- Makati and Ortigas central 
loaded cor. business districts, the devel- 
dors where opments are conveniently 
units open up accessible to schools, malls, 

w d Churches, and government 

seaped open offices. 
Space and not_ = Surprisingly affordable. 
p. fef dimast 50 years 
toanelghbor’s” A ОМС! Homes condo unit ч Г 
door for opti- price ranges from P840,000 F узев Paints nas stood 
‘mum privacy, to P3.9 million. For details, Тот амоііту 10 every wo 
Highend please call 888-333 or vi көч Mad 
i amenities. tS website at wwwdm. АА НЫКЫ devel 
ality is high and the overs Central to any 
Giambienceisexclusive, the РМС! Homes community are ў senis; in our paopio 
prices are comparatively Murs lifestyle amenities i i 1715 this high sfontord of 
Very reasonable. “Again, our such as swimming pool, | оту s qualiiy that hos made vs 
nt р в big clubhouse and sports facili ШИ 
Егати n en 
ing us up. This synergy al. any time of the day. 
lows us to pass on to our * Wide and well-land- 
dier wings i seaped open spaces are com- " 
ems tbe savings in terms aep д ia а ОМО ч 
of lower prices which, de- „found in a 
pending bi the location in Homes’ ог» = 
Metro Manila," he said. > -for-occupan 
его Monl eect Homer has unis. DMCI Homes offers ort paint 
sold more than 1,000 units readily available — unis 
fcd Ws various projects in and/or fast turnover of no jA A < FIC PAINT (BOYSI PINES, INC 
Metro Manila, namely: Vista Tonger than one year from 1115 Quezon City, Philippines * Tel Nps; (632) 364-3805 1 
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s D. M. Consunji ment of the Navy, and a Safety 
Incorporated Award fom Flour Daniels Cot 
poration for 2 million accident- 
Ё АМС celebrates free man-hours of work at the 
its 50th Anniversary, the Pilipinas Shell Petroleum Corpo- 
country’s leading con- ration'sSTAR project. 
struction company Consunji himself was cited as 
i ano. one of the four awardees of 
Sa e сов Outstanding Filipinos (TOFI) ks 
vation and leadership іп f 2002 for his invaluable contri- [аа гү. үрү, =, 
both building and in na- bution to development and jeg ether 
tion-building. progress: t 2 

DMCIwas founded on Decem- ^ IPs probably because Consunji | 
ber 24, 1954 by David M. Con- considers himself to be more 
susji а civil engineer from the than just a builder and his work 
University of the Philippines. not merely structures of stone, 
Over the years, both the man -steel and glass. “Construction is 
and the company he founded notonlyascience but also anart. 
grew “in wisdom and in grace; No matter how strictly you.com- 
Becoming the nation’s acknowl- ply with the procedures, if the 
edged leader in the building of productis not favorable, nobody 
every conceivable structure and will appreciate it- Your client will 
all stages of the construction not be satisfied with it," Consunji 
business. says: 

DMCs reputation as а pio” DMCIs motto says it all 
neering builder remains as enyi- Speed, Skil; and Responsbiliy 2 
able as ever. Through continuing То the founder and his company, : : 2 
Search, DMCI has become thé cliens suppliers and employees RITZ Towers band I, Pacifc Plaza ASIAN Hospital in Muntinlupa 
acknowledged innovator of ad- are foremost in every project. — 
vanced construction technology . Through five decades, the Consunji explains. cally. DMCI was also able tolo- Ја the 80s, DMCi was com- driven piles for the construction 
ае nippes. Because of company has stuck withits belief Another very important at- cally source the required metal missioned to construct а 20- of SM Cebu Shopping Mall 
io re Cl ion test Бой йз old that construction is a noble pro- tribute of a builder is speed, frameworks that exceeded the km water duct line to connect Today, DMCI continuously 
"уз, РМО Паз Кері то add o fession vital to economic devel- which is possible only by having strictest requirements. To this Ipo Dam to the Balara filtra- challenges Из organization to 
Баала немк ist of satis. opment and national progress, skilled workers and all the right day, the old PNB Escolta build- tion plant in Quezon City DM- adapt го the new methodolo, 
fied customers. GP that fair competition es. tools. "Torepresentspeed,lused ing remains one of the CI applied value engineering gies and technologies needed 

ue many has received sential tothe growth and stabil- the rocket, which is the fastest strongest structures in an area in duct construction. Proce to sustain the construction in- 
various awards including “Озе ty of the entire country vehicle man has invented,” he where many structures have dures were reviewed and re- dustrys growth. The best evi- 
standing Contractor for Build- The DMCIlogo says. been brought down or seriously vised, and metal roll forms denceofthis can be seen in DMs 
ing” in 1992, a certificate of ap- Consunji conceived the pre- Contributions andinnovation damaged by earthquakes. were conceptualized and fabri C's current railway, power 
ing tion fom deUS. Depar. dominantly blue color of the  totheconstructonindusy  DMCI used innovative US pre. cated to achieve the required plant, waterworks and sewer- 
ОМОТ logo because blue is the Аз early as 1954, ОМС] was cast concrete technology for the construction quality and com- age system projects. 

Dro mvierendconstrueion using existing construction construction of the Teresa hous- plete the projecton schedule. The search for more efficient 
is about service. equipment to design above-in- ing project in Novaliches and a ` DMClalsotakesprideinintro- construction methodologies is 

"The rectangle represents re- dustry-average Concrete fourstorey Dominican building ducing the table formwork sys the company’s corporate mantra 
sponsibility in absolute terms, It strength of 2,000 psi to 3,000 psi in España. These were the earli- tem during the concreting stage to achieve the best work at the 
огей, complete, To me, being in the construction of the UP est precast concrete buildings in of he Pacific Plaza. The system most efficient cost and in the 
responsible is the first and most Chapel The domed church was the country. ensures predictability and sus- shortest time possible. 
important atıribure of a builder. sucha structural feat at the ime _ In 1974, after the government tainabiliy as well as quality Pa- DMCÍ goes public 
He ie responsible whe he has all that a virtual who's who in the committed to host the Miss Uni- cific Plaza was the first building _ In December 18, 1995, DMCt 
Die тешсез of а builder- construction industry regularly verse Pageant, the Folk Arts The- locally to require the high-quali Holdings Inc went public in an 
Knowledge, experience, mater visited the jobsite to witness the ster in Manila's reclaimed area ty concrete strength of 6000 si, Initial Public Offering. Under the 
als, and equipmentand when he construction. маз chosen asthe venue.Givena In the early 90s, 8000 psicon- holding firm are wholly owned 
фапезвев these resources to do In the early 60s, Philippine very short 77 days to complere crete was used for the construc- subsidiaries D.M. Consunji, Inc, 
thejob competently and to com. National Bank's Escolta head the project, ОМА took on the tion of the Mega Petron building the construction group, and DM- 
Blei k on üme The ellipse, to office was the country’s biggest _ task of general contractor to su- in Makati, DMCI was the first to CI Project Developers Inc, the re- 
Py mind, is a representation of single construction project. “pervise the work. perfect the use of locally avail- al estate and infrastructze i 
ЗАМ. Skitenslares to grace, el- Due to its cramped location in" To ensure on-time comple- able additives (Ву ash) for the vestment group. : 
fegance and beauty Work done downtown Manila, DMCI pio- tion, DMCI used modular con- project. ^^ D.M. Consunji is engaged in 
SE ddl is beso And а neered the useofthe firstbuild- struction designs and PertCPM ОМС, together with Bachy general construction services - 
good ‘builder should always img tower crane to transport “schedulers to guide the project Soletanche HK also introduced the company's core business. t 
Sive for a beautiful structure," materials and concrete verti- “team, baretze piles instead of concrete. MG 


DMCI Homes builds exclusive communities 7 
with country club amenities 


DMCI Homes has been in the 
business since 2000 only but pa 
фаз been making big stides a 
largely because of the high 


qui of ts projects anda | ж” j ; 15 OU r 
growing base of satisfied p j 
Po Жа 


Stock Exchange Building 


Clients. 
The property develop- 
ment business unit of the SE A Е 
D.M. Consunji Group of |e ESTEE, “ад, $ 
Companies ad) ма 10 [әү fi e . 
residential developments in adpan 00: 
Metro Manila, each one of- 
fering ready-for-occupancy 
units: More projects are in Rainbow Ridge, and Spritig ship. Only first-class materi- 
the pipeline in the coming Lane Homes n Taguig; East als and world-class construc- 
years, including joint ven- ‘Ortigas Mansions in Pasig;. don methods are used, re 
tures with landowners. Hampstead Gardens їп Sta. -lectng DMCTs trusted ex- 
“If you look at our units, Mesa; Villa Alegre in Cavite; . pertise in the business. 
you will notice immediately Palm Grove im Parafiaque; . "Quality Warranty DMCI 
the high quality ofourfinish- and Mayfield Park Res Homes is the only developer 
es. That is an advantage we dences in Cainta. that warrants to repair mate- 
have because we are sup- Early next year, the com- rial and workmanship de- 
ported by the 50 years ofer. pany will start work on three fects on the unit, if any, with- 
rience and expertise of  projectsin Metro Manila. іп one year from the date of 
MCI in construction,” said ^" DMCI HOMES DEVELOP- buyer's acceptance. 
Freddie Austria, head of DM- MENT FEATURES * Exelusiviry. Urban com- 
CI Homes. > Low-density living. The munities by DMCI Homes 
DMCI Homes, he added, rotal building footprint in are gated and with perimeter 
builds exclusive, secure, each ОМС! Homes develop- fence for maximum security, 
landscaped and ^ Well. ment covers only 30 percent putting together ап exclu- 
planned communities with of the total land area, Medi- Sive ал family-friendly 
‘country club amenities, um-rise walk-up condomini- neighborhood. 
But while the projects’ um buildings are designed * Strategic location. Near 
with single- Makati and Ortigas central 
loaded comi. business districts, the devel- 
dors where opments are conveniently 
units open up accessible to schools, malls, 
to Welland churches, end government 
LM Ro PAM 
space and nor, = Surprisingly affordable. 4 E 
toancighbors А DMC! Homes condo unit ae И Мән 90те 
dor Шош pre ranges rom P340, 000 } Paints has stood 
mum privacy. to P3.9 million, Por details, А пиу Ao ve 
i : "Highend please call 888-333 or visit Come aa Ao d 
VISTA de Lago in Taguig ‘amenities. its website at www.dmel- 
juality is high and the over- Central to any homescom. К 
Sllambiencéis exclusive, he РМС Homes community are к орум ияи 
prices are comparatively luxurious lifestyle amenities | IBIZA Building of East и te Sis Migh standard of 
‘ery reasonable. “Again, our Such as swimming pool, " b 2 
аа а big clubhouse and sports facili | Ortigas Mansions ңү qiii FRO hes wade os 
‘construction company back- ties for the residents to enjoy El 1 
ing us up. This synergy al. anytime of the day. 
eg ue to pass on our * Wide and wellland- 
dows a the savings in terms Scapedopen spaces are com- $ BOYSEM 
of lower prices which, de. monly found in a РМС 
pending on the location in Homes pt em To 
епо Manila,” he said. : Чог-ассира 
Мао Manim шск png unis, DMC! Homes offers } the нөл paimt 
sold more than 1,000 units readily , available — units ч 
from hs various projects in and/or fast turnover of no - d АСС PAIN INC. 
Бот Manila namely: Vista longer than one year from D. Heee Sweet, 1115 Quezon City. Philippines « Tal, Nay. (632) 344-3503 ta 02, 1634) 355-0551 19 64 
de Lago, Lakeview Manors, thestart of construction. alasso ua ds e faa Na Jia) aait Lia a dee sip 
*' High-quality workman- : 
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DMCs 50 years of passionate... 


From pagel! 
also engaged in various construc- 
tion component businesses such 
as production and trading of con- 
crete products and electrical 
foundation works. 

It is one of the acknowledged 
leaders in the Philippine con- 
struction industry, with a sterling 
reputation for quality projects de- 
livered on time and its pioneering 
application of advanced engi- 
neering technology. 


Inc., on the other hand, is en- 
gaged in construction invest- 
ments primarily through its sig- 
nificant minority interests in 
various projects and strategic 
parmers, which add value and 
expertise to the various aspects 
of project development and im- 
plementation. 
Growth and diversification 
To maximize and sustain 
growth, DMCI forged alliances 


well-known in their respective 
fields of specialization. These al- 
lances not only strengthened 
DMCIs market dominance, but 
also gave it the benefit of technol- 
ogy transfer. 

РМС! currently has joint 
venture undertakings with 
John Laing International, an 
international general contrac- 
tor with over 150 years experi- 
ence, and Biwater Internation- 


than 35 years’ experience in 
water and wastewater treat- 
ment services and environ- 
mental engineering. 

Other DMCI partners in- 
clude: Bachy Soletanche 
Group, whose specialty is 
foundation engineering and 
ground technology; Obayashi, 
one of the biggest construction 

i n; Nishimat- 
su, à Japanese firm specializ- 


DMCI Project Developers with international companies al Ltd., а company with more ing in civil engineering; and 


CONGRATULATIONS ON YOUR 
50TH YEAR IN BUSINESS 


FROM: 
BETA ELECTRIC CORPORATION 


No. 18 Bagong Calzada сог. Tomasa Sts., Barrio Ususan, Taguig, Metro Manila 1601 
Telephone Nos.: 628-4122 / 628-4123 * Fax: 628-04-64 
E-mail: Betafin@tri-isys.com 


RACO-HAVEN AUTOMATION тшюшв INC. 


‘COMMERCIAL INDUSTRIAL AUTOMATION, PROCESS CONTROL AND WSTRUMENTATON SYSTEMS + RELATED ENGINEERING SECES 


+ NO. 18 BAGONG CALZADA, USUSAN, TAGUIG. METRO MANILA 1636 PHILIPPINES + 
* TEL NOS. (63 2} 628-4110, 628-4112 TO 16 * FAX NO (63 2) 628-0394 + 
* WEBSITE. www racohaven.com ph * 


ASIA INDUSTRIES MATERIAL HANDLING EQUIPMENT CORPORATION 


124 Domestic Road, Pasay City 
Tel. Nos. (63 2) 851 4778 — 80 / Fax No. (63 2) 851 4697 


E-mail : aimhecGgreendot.com.ph 


WATER PROOFING + CONCRETE REPAIR / EPOXY, INJECTION + GOMACO SLIPFORM PAVER 
SUMITOMO EXCAVATORS - KAWASAKI WHEEL LOADERS + FG WILSON GENERATORS 
ELBA BATCHING PLANT + DUA PLATE WEAR RESISTANT PLATES + PLATE COMPACTORS 
CONCRETE SAW • POKER VIBRATORS + TAMPING RAMMER + CONCRETE SCREED 
JACK HAMMER › FLOOR GRINDERS + FLOOR PLANER 


Congratulations! 


DMCI 


on your 50th Anniversary 


Greetings coming from: 


© Pozzolanic Philippines, Inc. 
Supplier of Quality Fly Ash 


Unit 810 Pioneer Highlands, Pioneer, 
corner Madison Sts., Mandaluyong City 


GB (632) 637 - 3367 


F Lemire] lca INDUSTRIAL SALES CORPORATION 


IMPORTER • WHOLESALER * RETAILER 
EDSA corner Gen. Concepcion Street, 
Kalookan City 1400, Philippines 
Tel. Nos.: (63-2) 367-9001 (Trunkline); 367-9020 to 22 (Sales) 
Fax Nos.: (63-2) 330-0008 * 330-0009 
; remington@attglobal.net 


Marubeni and Itochu, two of 
the biggest sogososha in 
Japan. 

The company has also tied up. 
with Canada-based Eco Process 
and Equipment International for. 
the supply and installation of 
wastewater treatment systems in 
the Philippines. 

One of the most significant 
developments in the DMCI 
group's pursuit of strategic in- 
vestments was the acquisition 


DAMBANA ng Kagitingan 


UP Chapel in Quezon City 


of a 66-percent interest in 
Semirara Coal Corporation in 
April 1997. A publicly listed 
firm, Semirara is the country's 
largest coal producer, with a 
current annual capacity of 2.2 
million metric tons. The com- 
pany has the exclusive rights to 
explore, mine and develop the 
coal resources in 500-hectare 
Semirara Island in Caluya, An- 
tique, 300 kilometers south of 


Metro Manila. 
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A Passion to Build: A Men 


THE CENTER of Leadership, Citi- 
zenship and Democracy (CLCD) of 
the UP National College of Public 
Administration and Governance 
(UPNCPAG), UP College of Engi- 
neering and the Philippine Con- 
structors Association is launching А 
Passion to Build: A Memoir of David 
M. Consunji,” written by its founder 
and chair David M. Consunji. 

The launching coincides with DM- 
CI Holdings Inc 50th Anniversary 
celebration. 

The center has also encouraged 
acknowledged leaders in various 


fields like Vice President Emmat«. 
Pelaez, Senator Raul Manglapus 
Justice Cecilia Munoz Palma to w^ 
theirown memoirs. 

Former UP president Dr. Jos. \ 
Abueva, who wrote the book's fs 
word, said the center believes t^ 
“good leaders are among the 
tion's most valuable assets. Th 
are important lessons to be lear: 
from their ideas, reflections, ins; 
and experiences.” 

The book starts with the early ." 
of Consunji, both during the “i: 
and post-war period, It chroni..«s 


DMCI Homes offer 


WITH the non-stop price in- 
crease in basic commodities, 
ir is becoming more and 
more difficult for а typical 
Filipino family to own its 
dream house. Most families 
start ош by renting apart- 
ments or townhouses, hop- 
ing against hope that one 
day, they would have saved 
enough io purchase their 
own house. While this may 
seem ideal, it also means 
working doubly hard to cover 
the monthly rent, the daily 


But 


their 
front. 


home, 


CONCRATU 


expenses, plus saving enough 
cash for the dream property. 


allowed to live their dream 
house? And instead paying 
rent, they are actually paying 


without having to shel! out a 
huge amount of money up- 


that every Filipino family 
dreams of having its own 


вгу of the 50-year-old 
D.M. Consunji Inc has be- 


соте nott 
worldclass pr 
fordable лм 
ers the шич) 
ofa typical m. 
йу атм h 
times, Ths e. 
hind ОМ 1 
own зе 
are only 
shell ou 


what if a family were 


regular installment 


DMCI Homes knows 


lowed to mo 
they had рще 
stance, La 


And while this sub- 
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MIRARA Mining Corporation (SMC) became the top 
enue earner of the Consunji owned DMCI Holdings 
after it contributed P794 million in net profit to the 
hülomerate in the first nine months of the year, com- 
d to only P70.2 million in same period last year. 
urging sales volume and coal prices have allowed 


P1,64 billion from the previous year's level. 

"With the strong performance of SMC, DMC! has so- 
lidified its position as the leading coal supplier in the 
county and is on rack toward its goal of helping the 
country lessen its dependence on imported coal, and in 
effect help the country save on precious dollars”, Isidro. 


C10 post a 1,030-percent increase in i 


he first nine months of the year to P793.96 million 
spared with P70.21 million ihe previous year. 
oral sales jumped 122 percent to P3.64 billion from. 


CULTURAL Ce 
the Philippines 


MAKATI Shangri-La. 
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hoir of David 
DMCIs humble beginnings in the 
1950s as a single-proprietor con- 
tracting firm founded by the young 
builder (then a concrete inspector) 
to DMCI's emergence as one of the 
biggest, most respected namesin the 
infrastructure industry. 

Through the years, ОМС! has be- 
come a byword in the construction. 
world, responsible for building lo- 
cal and international landmarks 
such as the UP Chapel, the first 
building along Ayala Avenue, the 
Pacific Plaza, the CCP Complex, in- 
cluding the Westin Philippine 


з net income А. Consunji, SMC vice chair sai 

"To share its corporate wealth with its shareholders, 
SMC has declared a 900-percent stock dividend to exist 
ing shareholders, amounting to P225 million (equiva- 
lent to 225 million shares). 

SMC accounts for 93 percent of local coal production, 
and accounts for 31 percent of the country s overall re- 
quirements, including imports. The firm's annual coal 
production will reach 2.6 million tons per year. The firm. 
generates 100 percent of its revenues through the pro- 
duction of sub-bituminous coal. 


nter of 


SMC has a guaranteed long-term market because of 
its supply contract with the National Power Corpora- 
Чоп. The firm also supplies the coal requirement for 
Philippine National Oil Corporation-Exploration Corpo- 
ration, Mirant Philippines Power Plants and almost all 
of the cement manufacturing plants in the country. 

"The growth of the mining industry іза critical ingre- 
dient for greater economic growth, attracting more in- 
vestments, creating more jobs, and reducing poverty 
more speedily, particularly in the provinces,” Consunji 
said. 

Community development programs 

With the firm's high performance financial results, its 
‘commitment for social and environmental development 
of the local community increased. SMC has constructed 
classrooms and school buildings. Scholarships are 
granted to deserving students from the island. 


WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 8, 2004 


Roads were built linking all the barangays in the Is- 
lend. SMCS electrification program benefited 543 
households in seven barangays. 

‘SMC envisions Semirara to be an eco-tourism center. 
It rehabilitated the Unong mine pit into a water reser- 
voir and fish culture pond. As part of the firm's environ- 
mental protection and enhancement programs, it has 
developcd 200 hectares of mangrove plantation around 
the island. To dare, over 18,000 seedlings have been 
planted in 64 hectares, providing direct employment for. 
the islanders. 

Since DMCI's takeover of Semirara in 1997, it has 
progressively evolved and employs efficient, safe and 
environment-friendly mining system. The utilization of 
10096 Semirara coal or as a blend with imported coal in 
the power and cement industries complies with all of 
the standards set by the Clean Air Act. 


Congratulations to DIVICI for 50 years of building history! 
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M. Consunji 


Plaza and the New Istana Palace in 
Brunei. 

Today, DMCI continues to lead 
the construction industry, building 
everything from high-rise condo- 
minium and commercial buildings 
to power plants and housing pro- 
jects. The company's passion for 
excellent work and delivering on 
time remains undiminished fifty 
years later, 

"Truly, che company founded halfa 
century ago by David М. Consunji is 
the best expression of his enduring 
passion to build. 
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rent-to-own condos 


ма -economic 
the. thrust be- 
Homes! rent-to- 
where buyers 
ved wo initially 


used in, for in- 
Ortigas Man- 


sions , a prime DMCI Homes 
property located in Pasig. 
According to DMCI direc- 
tor of marketing Rey C. 
Salazar, in the past, the com- 
pany required a 10-percent 
contract price before buyers 
were allowed to move into 
the units they had purchased. 
"We realized that due to the 
harsh economic times pre- 
vailing today, some buyers 
have difficulty in meeting 
this requirement. Most buy- 
ers take the option of paying 


the unit with a certain 
amount of downpayment 
spread over a number of 
months. They move im 
months after they have pur- 
chased the unit. Now since 
the units are ready for occu- 
pancy and the units are on 
hold , it was only logical that 
we made things easier for 
these serious buyers. Thus 
with only 4 percent of the 
Contract price, under the 
remt- to- own scheme, the 

RENT-TO-OWNI 


a. 


Mr. Isidro A. Consunji 
President 
DMC! Holdings, Inc. 


The strength of Island Cement has been key 
in building the reputations of many major 
builders and developers. This is because 
every bag of our cement consistently delivers 
the values of strength, durability and Integrity 


Values that we have always stood by to help 
our partners stand strong, solid and 
successful, to overcome hard challenges 
in their respective inudstries. 


UP-TOWN INDUSTRIAL SALES, INC, 


UPTOWN BLOG., 55-58 MADISON SL, MANDALUYONG CITY, PHUPPINES абат orton, у and chris pasta, nse contact us ө: 
TEL: 6318366 - 15 АХ NO: [632 ) 631-5296 / 631-5290 
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ОМС! Homes offers rent-to-own condos m | 


lessee/ouyer сап move into the they wantto own it" Through DMCI lowed to try living in the units, gets of selling their properties. “It is a п pracice, Salazar explains, “We all ОМС Homes projects with rendy 
units of their choice, then. Homes’ Rent-to-Own Program, а the feel of the Place and the envi- come-on scheme because for the allow buyers to move into the units for occupancy units. This is for the 
Decide within aspecified period if prospective buyer is therefore al- ronment. Its actually а unique way time they will be given a chance ro they chose to purchase with less usual 6 months rental within which 
live amidst the total de- front end money involved. By doing the lessee must declare his option to =- 
velopment and we are this we allow buyers to set про як" purchase, For Rainbow Ridge In 2 
confident that this їп fund for the down payment re- Taguig, the scheme isextended to 10 ^^ 
prospective buyer wil ments of purchasing a DMC] months rental within which lessee 
definitely decide п must declare an option to purchase. 


Congratulation and best wishes | Ея siren, Re пае rma бше 
а sağ number 888-3333. 
on your 50th Anniversary! 


D.M. CONSUNJI INC. 


From: 
ALPA PLUMBING-WORKS, INC. 
157 Congressional Avenue, 
Project 8, Quezon city SANITARY WARE 
Tels, Fax# 456-7704, 453-0487, 453-0488 
456-7705 & 456-7703 D-SQUARE PLUMBING 


SUPPLY, INC 


JBLS TRADING & CONSTRUCTION AESTHETICS 
ael DA BAR ОК GES ROMULO RIS. CUBAO. QUEZON CITY 818 T. ALONZO ST. STA. CRUZ, MANILA 
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tinna beyond beauty 


Still in high school, she's gearing to be a filmmaker 


By Cathy Azanza 
Contributor 


APART from her beauty and talent, one of the 
most striking characteristics of young actress 
Bettinna Carlos is her razor sharp memory. 
She remembering exact dates of special mo- 
ments in her life. 

Recently Bettina committed a new date to 
memory: Oct. 25. It was the day she tied with 
Pauleen Luna for the award of Best New Fe- 
male Television Personality in this years PM- 
PC Star Awards. 

At the age of 16, Bettina has already cap- 
tured the public, having starred in GMA 7s 
horror suspense show “Kakabakaba,” and 
more recently appearing opposite Railey 
Valeroso in "Love to Love.” 


Learning to like it 

Bettinna says she never meant to enter 
show business. She never even dreamt of be- 
‘coming an actress or a commercial model. 

“1 would go to school, and then I would just 
play volleyball,” she says. "That was really my 
interest.” It was not until her mother picked 
up a newspaper with a print ad for Trumpets 
Playshop Modeling Workshop did Bettinna 
even consider finding a place in the spotlight. 

“Ayaw ko talaga nu'ng una," she recalls, “But 
I tried it anyway and I leamed to like it. You'll 
never know what you can do until you try" 

In the workshop, Bettina was approached 
by Playshop teacher and talent caster David 
Cosico, who arranged for her initial video 
tape recording (VIR). Soon after, Bettinna 
found herself appearing in print ads and do- 
ing ramp modeling 

“Му first ramp show was for this teen fash- 
ion magazine called HIP 2b Fab,” says Bettin- 


na, “then I went for a VTR for a GMA 7 station 
ID and I passed it.” 

Her work on this station plug was enough 
to earn her an invitation to participate in a 
new program that the network launched 
months later. The show was the thriller "Kak- 
abakaba,” and it marked the beginning of Bet- 
tina's life as a teen star. 


Homework on the set 
Despite the long taping hours, Bettinna 
iligendly attends to her studies at the Univer- 
sity of the Philippines’ Integrated School (UP- 
1S), where she is a scholar. In addition to 
packing her costumes for any given shoot, 
Bettinna makes sure to take along her laptop 
so that she can do her homework between 
takes. 

"School is a priority, of course,” she de- 
clares without hesitating “If I had to pick be- 
tween show biz and school, 1 would pick 
school. Importante yung nakapag-aral ka. 
Show business is not forever. One day you 
could be a star, then the next day, hindi ka na 
sik 

че given up some movie offers kasi ‘di na 
talaga kaya ng schedule ko ушл shooting for 
movies. Tm graduating this year and 1 have 
college exams to worry about. Siyempre you 
have to prepare and study for them.” 

Bettinna is setting her sights on further ed- 
wcation in UP where she plans to take Film 
and Audio Visual Communication. “I wanted 
tobea doctor, Ithink, when Iwas a little gir,” 
she says. "But now, because 1 got exposed to 
show business, I want to go into film. 1 enjoy 
the acting part of my job, but Talso want to get 
into directing.” 

This early, Bettinna has spent some of her 
free time on the set trying to learn about 


E-mail: pr_entertainment@Inguirer.com.ph 


shooting and editing. She observed director 
Mark Reyes at work during the tapings of 
"Kakabakaba." 

“Super idol ko si Direk Mark," she gushes. 
“Pag may taping kami, uupo lang ako du'n sa 
ОВ van and I watch him call the shots. He ex- 
plained to me how everything worked.” 


Saving lives 

Bettinna’s ambitions, however, do not end 
with pursuing a career as a film director. She 
has participated in programs under GMA 7's 
Kapuso Foundation. Recently, she shared an 
afternoon with the Philippine National Red 
Cross youth volunteers in celebration of their 
Youth Month. 

“1 was only supposed to sing ‘Superman,” 
but! felt I had to say something so I ended up 
giving a speech. It was the first time I gave an 
impromptu speech like that. The volunteers 
were not older than 20. 1 told them, ‘Live a 
physiologically clean life. Save your blood. By 

ing a blood donor, you can save many lives. 
‘And who knows? It might even be a loved 
one's life that you could save." 

‘The Red Cross experience inspired Bettin- 
та to pursue an application to join the core. 
“Tm so proud that | can say that there are 
‘members of our generation that havea notion 
of social responsibility. Sabi kasi nila liberated 
masyado ang generation namin. It's good to 
know that there are good examples among 
the youth.” 

When asked about her ultimate goal in life, 
Beitinna says, “I want to be an inspiration to 
other people. 1 want the youth to see that you 
can balance school with work and still help 
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“| WANT to bean inspiration to other people," declares the 16-уваг- 
old Bettinna Carlos 


Marco gets vote of sympathy for ‘It Might Be You’ role 


FASTRISING teen star Marco Al- 
caraz is steadily gaining a new set 
of fans for his challenging and ev- 
er-evolving role as Axel in the 
top-rating ABS-CBN primetime 
soap, “It Might Be You.” 

Now married to Cielo (Bea 
Alonzo), Axel finds himself being 
the martyr husband as he does 


peranna 


"ALEX" of soap plays a Japanese in "Aishite Imasu* 


everything he can to allow Cielo 
to see her long-time sweetheart, 
Lawrence (John Lloyd Cruz). 

Is this sudden change of heart 
that's been winning the charac 
ter—and the actor—more admir- 
ers who eagerly await each 
episode with excitement. 

“If theres anyone who de- 


flooded with mes 
sages of sympathy 
“Mabait naman pala 
siya (So, he's really а 
good person)!" a fan 
muses. “Napaka- 
martir naman niya 
(But he's such a mar- 
tyr)," adds anoth 

Not too long ago, 
Marco, a basketball 
player-turned-com- 
mercial model, was 
thrust in the lime- 
light via the soap. 
Whatever success 
Tm enjoying now, I 
owe to the show," he 
stresses. 

He has appeared 
in ads for San 
Miguel, Asrinpo- 
sol ` Chowkin 
Smart, PLDT and 
Shopwise, and also 
modeled for Rustan's 
Springfield, GAS and 
Bench. He is current- 
ly an image model of 
JAG Jeans and Con- 
verse Shoes and 
among the biggest 
talents of AIV Pro- 
ductions Inc. 

Marco is now оле 
of ABS-CBN's hottest 
teen stars. He has al- 
so been tapped to 


5 Hitmakers together again 


THE FIVE Great Hitmakers team up again for 
another show on Dec. 14 at the Metro Concert 


y. 


DE TAE 


GHS (from left) Marco, Най, Rey, Rico and Nonoy 


Bar on West Avenue in Quezon City as Rico J. 

Puno, Haji Alejandro, Rey Valera, Marco 
son and Nonoy Zufii- 
ga sing their hits 
ап evening of nostal- 
gic music and fun 
called “GHS Once 
More." 

From their sell-out 
shows in San Francis- 
co, Los Angeles, Las 
Vegas, Florida, New 
Jersey and Chicago, 

S HITMAKERS/2 


SHOW 
TIME 


Ba 


serves credit for making the show 
the big success that it is today,” 
Marco notes, "its the avid follow- 
ers and fans, as well as the show's 
writers who continue to make the 
story interesting enough to fol- Life, 
low. | wouldn't be where | am 
now without all of them.” fest 

Suddenly, the fledgling actor is 


join Regal Idols, Regal Films’ lat- 
est batch of teen talents, and 
igned up with Star Cinema. 
After a cameo role in Regal's 
recently released "A Beautiful 


company's Metro Manila Film- 
entry, “Aishite Imasu 
(1941)," a Japanese period film 


d 


directed by Joel Lamangan, and 
which stars Judy Ann Santos, 
Raymart Santiago, Angelu de 
Leon, Dennis Trillo and Jay 
Manalo. Marco plays a Japanese 
Marco is in the movie soldier who falls in love with a 
Filipina (Myx VJ lya Villania). 
He is thankful for Direk Joel's 
very thorough and disciplined ap- 


proach to work. "Most actors are 
scared of him," Marco says, “and 
now, | understand why. But it's all 
for good reason. He wants you to 
give your best every time." 

Fans can write Marco at ALV 
Productions Inc., Suite 902, The 
‘Taipan Place, Emerald Ave., Orti- 
ваз Center, 1605. 
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‘Merry MAX to you! 


08-09 December 2004 (Wed & Thurs) | 10am-8pm 


AIM Zen Garden, Asian Institute of Management 
123 Paseo de Roxos, Makati City 


ж HAKimum discounts on Asian finds, 
ethnic troasures and groat gifts! 

ж МАХітит food choices featuring 
delicious regional delicacies! 

ж MAXimum fun wi friends & family 
listening to live X'mas Carols 
performed by the Don Bosco Youth 
Center 

ж MAXimum rewards w/ a trip for 2 to 
Hong Kong & other surprises 

ж Alumni Thanksgiving Mass @ Zon 
Garden, 6:30 pm on Dec. 8, 2004 
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THE STAR Group of 
Malls celebrates 
Christmas with the 
finest musical talents. 

Crooner Enrique 
Marcos sings ballads 
during "Collection of 
Classic Love Songs" 
mall tour on Dec. 14 
on the 2nd level activ- 
ity hub of Starmall Las 
Piñas and on Dec. 19 
on the 4th level trade- 
hall of Metropolis Star 
Alabang. Enrique will 
be performing classics 
such as "My Funny 
Valentine,” “I Honest- 
ly Love You," “Beauti- 
ful Lady" and more of 
your favorite love 
songs live. АЙ shows 
beginatS p.m. 

Next, the Jerome 
Abalos Mall Tour hits 
the Star Group of 
Malls on Dec. 12 on 
the 2nd level activity 
area of Starmall Edsa. 

After а successful 
show held recent 
Starmall Las Pii 
master rapper Fran- 
cis Magalona will be 
at Metropolis Star Al- 
abang today and at 
Starmall Edsa on 
Dec. 14 for other 
shows with special 
surprise guests, 

See the latest holi- 
day fashion at the 
Ramp and Rhythm in 
Yule fashion and mu- 
sical show on Dec. 12 
at Starmall Las Piñas, 
Dec. 19 at Starmall 
Edsa and Dec. 26 at 
Metropolis Star Ala 
bang. See the latest 
Christmas apparel 
from Robinson's De- 
partment Store, RRJ, 
Blues Brothers, 
swimwear and for- 
mal wear by designer 
Jan Ener Maningat 
and the corporate 
wear collection by 
designer Eric Pineda. 

Finally a Christmas 
treat Metropolis Star 
Alabang and Nestlé: a 
free show featuring 
опе of today's hottest 
young stars, Angel 
Locsin of “Mulawin,” 
and actor Tyrone Perez. 
on Dec. 12, 3 pm on 
the 4th level trade hall 
of Metropolis Star. 

Hae a meny 
Christmas йот the 
Star Group of Malls 
The Sur Group of 
Malls is composed of 
Starmall Edsa, Met- 
ropolis Star Alabang 
and Starmall Las Piñas. 


5 Hit- 
makers 
together 
again 


ihe sensational five 
are once again 
singing for the local 
audience, under the 
musical direction of 
Gerry Matias. 

The Great Hitmak- 
ers will perform 
songs that have been 
favorites of Filipino 
music lovers for 


“Panakip 

Rey's “Pangako sa 
Wo" Marco's "My 
Love Will See You 
Through" and 
Молоу "Never Ever 
Say Goodbye,” 
among many others, 
are part of the show, 

Special guests of 
“GHS Once Моге" 
are Mark Kevin and 
"Tosca Puno. 

Tickets are avail- 
able at Tickemet 
(911-5555), NJ Asso- 
ciates (929-5330 or 
372-4265) and 
Сон (897-3247). 

“GHS Once More" 
is produced by RJP 
Foundation and NJ 
Associates to help the 
Feeding Program of 
TUP Foundation, 
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Meet the Looney 
Tunes characters 


THE ROBINSONS Malls are presenting 
“Christmas with Looney Tunes at the 
Robinsons Malls" ший Dec. 17 ina series 
of live shows and meet-and-greet ses- 
sions in their Metro Manila and provin- 
cial outlets, 

Classic Christmas carols and Looney 
"Tunes will serve as musical backdrops for 
the mini shows which wil feature 
“Tweety, Tazmanian Devil, Bugs Bunn 
e Duty. Duck Бота мап | ЖЕ sues MOVIES/SCHEDULESIPRICES ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT PRIOR NOTICE 
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Fans and followers of the cartoon 
hasce oan cach the liveshows and E 
join the meetandgreet at 4 pom. at 
Robinsons Place mus on Saturday, Dec. 1 NATIONAL TREASURE * THX 6 ONE MISSED CALL. 
11; Robinsons Place Dasmariñas, Sun- FUSE 
дау, Dec, 12; Robinsons Place Pioneer, NATIONAL TREASURE = 
Saturday, Dec, 18; Robinsons Metro голоо | zm Lae 2 BIRTH 7 PA-SIYAM 
East, Sunday Dec. 19; and 2 pm. and 4 Sero; > 
pm. at Robinsons Place Manila, Friday, 3 
Dec. 10; and at Robinsons Galleria, Fri- | | ы: зи SLENDER 
day Dec. 17. 

‘There will also be a special meet-and- 120215308800 4 NED KELLY 9 BRIDGET JONES 2 
greet with the Looney Tunes characters m. 
on Dec. 11 at Robinsons Place Angeles in 
Pampanga. 
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"WASHINGTON—Eiton John 
called his Kennedy Center Hon- 
or “icing on the cake,” but actor 
Robert Downey Jr. got a frosty 
reception when he introduced 
the rock legend as "the other 
first lady.” 
John, opera diva Joan Suther- 
Jand, conductor John 
Williams and actors 


Warren Beat- 
SHOW % 05 
STOPPER 


disorder.” 


Davis and Ru- 
by Dee were 
honored Sun- 
day with a 
star-studded tribute at The 
Kennedy Center, The six recipi- 
ents of the 27th annual Kennedy 
Center Honors were saluted for 
their lifetime contributions to 
American culture through the 
performing arts. 

But Downey stole the show 
with his rambling tribute to John. 
The actor said he—like losing 
presidential candidate John Ker- 
Ty—vas suffering "from acute 
symptoms of another dual-diag- 


credible 


CONDUCTOR John Williams 


nosis disease of mine: the ADD, of 
course, the altruistic Democrat 


Three phrases 

That drew nervous laughter 
from the audience, which includ- 
ed Senator Kerry as well as Presi- 
dent George W. Bush and Mrs. 
Bush, Vice President Dick Cheney 
and his wife, Lynne, Secretary of 
State Colin Powell and the мот. 
an nominated to replace him, 
Condoleezza Rice. 

John, 57, has sold more than 
60 million 
decades with hits such as “Rocket 
Man" and "Goodbye Yellow Brick 
Road.” Downey said three phras- 
es came to mind when he thought 
of John: “genius, life saver, the 
other first lady" 

‘At a reception at the White 
House Sunday afternoon, John 
said winning the honor "is about 
the icing on the cake, 
for 
British to be given such an acco- 
lade from America, which has 


albums їп three 


Furnish 


les in- career" 


someone whos 
Kid Rock and Billy Joel. 


ACTRESS Ruby Dee 


given me so much already in my 


John was also serenaded by 


"OTHER FIRST LADY" Elton John with longtime companion David 


producer and director. He has 
been nominated for Academy 
Awards 15 times, and won an Os- 
car in 1982 as best director for 


Beatty, 67, is an actor, writer, 


DIVA [oan Sutherland 
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VAIN Beatty with Annette Benning 


Beatty's vanity 

Jack Nicholson, Beatty's neigh: 
bor and a previous honoree, said: 
“For years, Warren has dreamed 
ofatiending these awards. Unfor- 
tunately, not as a Kennedy hon- 
oree but as president of the Unit- 
ed States.” 

Nicholson's comments about 
Beatty's legendary vanity even 
had Vice President Dick Cheney 
laughing out loud. 

Australian-born soprano 
Sutherland, 78, was saluted by 
fellow opera singers Sherrill 
Milnes and Marilyn Horne, а pre- 
vious honoree. Milnes called 
Sutherland “an avalanche of 
sound. She's become the stan- 
dard by which all others are mea- 
sured.” 

Composer and conductor 
Williams, 72, has won five Acade- 
my Awards, 17 Grammysand two 
Emmys and is best known for his 
film scores for “Star Wars,” 
“Jaws,” “Raiders of the Lost Ark” 
and"ET" 

Director Steven Spielberg 
called Williams “a national trea- 
sure, as American as apple pie 
and President Bush's mom," and 
noted, “John Williams’ scores are 
guaranteed to make you use a 
whole box of Kleenex.” 

Spielberg mused that he told 
Williams that his two note score 
for фе movie Jaws” seemed 
rather thin, but Williams replied, 
“1 really think thats all you 
need." 


Davis, 86, and Dee, 79, were 
celebrated for having appeared 
together and separately in more 
than 50 films. 


Sentimental note 

"The annual celebration began 
with a Saturday dinner at the US 
State Department hosted by de- 
parting Secretary of State Colin 
Powell, and continued with a 
White House reception on Sunday 
hosted by President George W. 
Bush and first lady Laura Bush. 

The celebration concluded 
with the Sunday evening Honors 
Gala at the John F Kennedy Cen- 
ter for the Performing Лиз at- 
tended by 2,400 invitees, includ- 
ing actress Faye Dunaway and 
singer Billy Joel. 

"The evening began on а senti- 
mental note as journalist Walter 
Cronkite, who has hosted the 
awards for the past quarter cen- 
tury, handed the master of cere 
monies duties to President ° 
Kennedy’s daughter Caroline. 

‘The Honors Gala will be broad- 
cast later in December on the CBS 
television network as a two-hour 
prime time special 

Sean "B Diddy" Combs, who 
appeared in a recent Broadway 
revival of "A Raisin in the Sun," 
said he was inspired by Dee, who 
starred in the original produc- 
tion. "Ruby wanted me to under- 
stand how high the stakes were, 
thar failure was not an option," 
Combs said. AB Reuters 


‘National Treasure’ digs up more millions at the tills 


LOS ANGELES —Nicolas Cage logged a third 
weekend atop the North American box office 
оп Sunday with his action-adventure "Nation- 
al Treasure,” but overall ticket sales slid as 
movies competed for attention with shopping 
in the post-Thanksgiving holiday period, 

One of the hardest-hit films was director 
Oliver Stone's “Alexander,” which earned an 
estimated $4.7 million in the three days be- 
ginning Friday, losing about two-thirds of its 
opening-weekend tally as it dropped one 
place to No. 7. 

‘The $150 million swords-and-sandals epic, 
starring Colin Farrell as the youthful Macedo- 
nian warrior, has pulled in $29.7 million after 
12 days, and should finish with abour $40 


million, said a spokesperson for Warner Bros. 
Pictures. The studio paid $35 million for 
North American rights from producer Inter 
media Films, a unit of Munich-based IM Inter- 
nationalmedia AG. Intermedia has said it ex- 
pects the film to do much better international. 
ly justas "Troy" did recently. 

"National Treasure" dug up an estimated 
$17.1 million, taking its total to $110.3 mil- 
lion. The Walt Disney Co. picture is on track to 
surpass 1996's “The Rock" ($134 million) as 
Cage's biggest movie. 


Sole newcomer 
The only new entry in the top 10 was direc- 
tor Mike Nichols’ potty-mouthed adultery 


drama “Closer,” which opened at No. 6 with 
$77 million, a hefty number for a limited re- 
lease. 

Columbia Pictures" London-set drama, ап 
adaptation of a play by British playwright 
Patrick Marber, stars Julia Roberts as a pho- 
tographer who beds both Jude Law's journal- 
ist character and Clive Owen's dermatologist. 
Natalie Portman plays a stripper who also gets 
sack time with both men. 

While all the movies in 
їп more than 3,100 theaters each, 
was launched in just 476 to "give it some time 
to mature,” said Rory Bruer, president of do- 
mestic theatrical distribution at the Sony 
Corp.-owned studio. "It's daring, it's provoca- 
tive, people are going to talk about it.” 

The studio will add 150 runs next week 
end, and hopes the film's momentum will Бе 
boosted as critics groups start naming their 
top picks of the year. 

According to tracking firm Exhibitor Rela- 
tions, the top 12 films earned $80 million, 
down 47 percent from last weekend, and off 
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10 percent from the year-ago period, when 
Tom Cruise's “The Last Samurai" opened at 
No, I with $24.3 million. 

Columbia's holiday comedy "Christmas 

ith the Kranks,” starring Tim Allen and 
Jamie Lee Curtis, rose one place to No, 2 with 
$11.7 million. After two weekends, the film 
has earned $45.5 million. 
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‘Express’ chugs along 

The costly computer-animated children's 
fable "The Polar Express.” which started off 
slowly three weeks ago, is still chugging 
along, rising one to No. 3 with $11 million. 
The total for Warner Bros. $170 million-bud- 
gered production rose to $96.4 million. The 


‘Time Warner Inc.-owned studio partnered оп 


the project with real-estate heir Steve Bing 


Signature, 


‘A Warners spokesperson predicted the Tom 
Hanks film would at least hit $130 million. He 
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"CLOSER," starring Julia Roberts and Clive Owen and directed by 


Mike Nichols, joins the top 10 


noted that it was No. 2 to 
tional Treasure" during the week, 
while its 43 percent drop from 
last weekend was the smallest 
among the wide releases in the 
top 10. 

The superhero cartoon "The 
Incredibles” fell two places to No. 
4 with $9.2 million In Ив fifth 
weekend, taking its total to $226 
million, The Disney-distribured 


film was produced by Pixar Ani- 
mation Studios Inc. 

Yet another cartoon, “The 
SpongeBob Squarepants Movie,” 
held steady at No. 5 with $7.8 
million in its third weekend. 

The total for the cable TV 
adaptation rose to $68.4 millio 
H was released by Paramount Pic 
tures, а unit of Viacom Inc 

Reuters 


